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CONVENTION
AGENDA
Friday, November 6
07:30 PM
08:00 PM

Reinstatements Committee Meeting
NACB Meeting w/ Divisional Representatives
Saturday, November 7

08:30 AM
08:40 AM
08:45 AM
09:00 AM
09:30 AM
09:45 AM
10:00 AM
10:15 AM
10:30 AM
10:45 AM
11:00 AM
11:15 AM

Call to Order and Invocation
Welcome by Host Division
Adoption of Standing Orders
Adoption of Minutes of 1997 Convention
& Minutes of 1998 Pre-Playoff Meeting
Adoption of Secretary’s Report
Adoption of Treasurer’s Report
Adoption of Registrar’s Report
Adoption of P.R.O.’s Report
Adoption of Youth Officer’s Report
Any Other Business
Chairman’s closing remarks for 1998
Conclusion of NACB business for 1998

12 NOON

Adjourn for lunch

01:00 PM
01:15 PM
01:30 PM
01:00 PM
04:00 PM
04:10 PM

Election of Convention Chairman and Secretary
Roll call of Delegates
Election of NACB Officers for 1999
Convention Motions
Paul Reynolds, President, Europhone
Helen O’Rourke, Rúnaí,
Ladies Gaelic Football Association, Dublin
04:25 PM
Albert Fallon, Chairman, GAA National Coaching
& Games Development, Dublin
04:45 PM
Any Other Business
05:30 PM
Convention Adjourns
Sunday, November 8
08:30 AM

Resumption of Convention (if necessary)

1998 NACB
SECRETARY’S REPORT
Even though it’s been only one year as NACB
Secretary, I feel somewhat qualified to make
observations and suggestions regarding the
NACB.
THE YEAR IN GENERAL
Since the NACB was founded 40 years ago, 1998
was probably it’s most successful year ever, as
there were more clubs and teams affiliated than
ever before, more games played than ever before,
the largest National Playoffs in our history by far,
and tremendous skill and sportsmanship on the
field of play. That equates to unparalleled success
by nearly any definition.
That success is mainly due to the hard work,
dedication and commitment of the GAA members
involved in the 80+ NACB clubs around the US.
Not all of those clubs were winners on the field of
play, but their mentors and organizers deserve
great credit for putting in the enthusiasm, time, and
effort required to help keep Gaelic games alive
and well in America. Their love of the game and
their sense of fair play have made 1998 in the
NACB a year of which to be proud.
THE 1998 PLAYOFFS
The 1998 NACB Playoffs, the culmination and
highlight of our season, were a particular success.
I especially want to highlight the role of our
volunteer Playoff officials, and in particular of
Tommy Dolan, Hugh Duggan and Malachy Higgins
who performed above and beyond the call of duty
as referees. Altogether, the 1998 games required
about 50 referee assignments and 300 umpires
and linesmen. The success of our weekend was
due in large part to their commitment to the GAA
and we owe them our sincere thanks.
Congratulations also to our 1998 NACB
Champions for their sporting performances on the
field of play:
Senior Hurling: Chicago Harry Bolands;
Junior Hurling: San Jose St. Joseph’s;
Men’s Senior Football: Boston Aidan
McAnespies;
Men’s Intermediate Football: Boston Notre Dame;
Men’s Junior “A” Football: Florida St. Pats;
Men’s Junior “B Football: Washington DC Gaels;
Women’s Senior Football: Chicago Erin Rovers;
Women’s Junior Football: Florida St. Pats;
Senior Camogie: New York Young Irelands;
Under-21 Football: San Francisco;
Under-18 Football: Boston; and

Under-16 Football: Chicago.
The host committee of the Washington, DC Gaels,
deserves tremendous credit for the success of
their Playoff arrangements and they have set a
difficult standard for other host committees in
future years. Whatever problems developed over
the weekend were minor compared to the
numerous successes achieved. I personally thank
the committee members for their cooperation and
assistance over the months of preparation for the
Playoff weekend.
WHERE ARE THE PLAYOFFS HEADED?
In five years, the NACB Playoffs have more than
doubled. Just five years ago at the 1993 NACB
Playoffs in San Francisco, there were a total of 18
games in 5 grades of competition. In 1998,
including Minor games, there were 12 grades of
competition, with about 50 games altogether.
This year, we had 22 games on the Saturday.
That one day required 154 game officials. We
could have had the inspection of over 700
registration cards and/or passports. One game on
Sunday was delayed for 45 minutes by the card
inspection. What if that had happened on
Saturday?
These examples illustrate the biggest problem we
face with the Playoffs - it’s size. As presently
organized, it’s becoming almost unmanageable.
There is every indication that participation in the
Playoffs will grow rather than shrink over the years.
But how can we possibly grow the Playoffs any
more? If more teams want to participate, can we
handle the increased participation?
Before we lose control, now is the time to consider
exactly where we are headed if we don’t make
changes. We must set some goals for the
Playoffs, where we really want to be in five years
time, and decide what is the best way to get there.
ONE OTHER PLAYOFF PROBLEM
Since the Playoffs, I am amazed at how often I
have been told that players and teams played
illegal players at the Playoffs. While there was no
proof provided of the truth of these claims, it is
obvious we need to tighten up the rules regarding
the identification of players. We should either
make the ID system work or use some other
system.
GAA CONGRESS AND TRANSFERS
On other matters, NACB officers were in Dublin for
the GAA Congress in April. Rule 41 of the Official
Guide was changed to prevent Inter-County
Transfers from Ireland to the NACB unless the

player has first been living in the US for at least
nine months. The immediate effect was that all
1998 Inter-County Transfer requests from Ireland
to the NACB were denied. Every player who
registered in the NACB area in 1998 with an InterCounty Transfer, was automatically classified a
sanction player in 1998. Because of the rule
change, their Transfer was never granted. Those
players who are still in the US, must again fill out
an Inter-County Transfer Request before
registering in the NACB area in 1999.
NEW YORK
During the year, we had a very much improved
relationship with our counterparts on the New York
GAA Board. We sincerely welcomed their
enforcement of rules which prohibit NACB players
from playing in New York, and we look forward to
closer cooperation with them in the future for the
good of the GAA in the US.
OTHER HIGHLIGHTS

• We sent an Under-14 team from San Francisco
to Ireland to compete in Féile na nÓg in June.

• We sent men’s and women’s teams to Dublin to

compete in the 1998 International Gaelic Football
Competition in September.

• We got our own NACB Web-Site up and running
on the Internet (www.NAGAA.org) .

• We resurrected the NACB Camogie
Championship at the Playoffs.

• We expanded the Minor program by adding an
Under-21 and Under-16 Championship.

• We arranged and coordinated, with mixed
success, a Referee Coaching Course.

• We provided information to clubs on a

reasonable Medical Insurance Program for
players, but many players still play without
adequate coverage.
1998 INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION
While there were many other bright spots during
1998, there was one seriously disappointing event.
That was at the International Competition in Dublin
when the actions of the men’s team management
overshadowed the NACB players on the field, the
vast majority of whom represented the NACB with
integrity and class.
Despite very explicit and repeated warnings in
advance from the Competition Committee, our
men’s team management decided to play an illegal
player under an assumed name. Because the
opposing team suspected it, the issue ended up in
the referee’s report and Croke Park has requested
an investigation and explanation from the NACB.

The NACB was seriously discredited by such
blatant disregard for basic GAA rules. Even the
GAA President, Joe McDonagh, publicly stated at
a meeting attended by representatives of Croke
Park and of all the International teams, that he took
their action as “a personal slap in the face”.
The disappointing events at the games only
compounded the problem of how poorly we as a
County organized and prepared our County teams.
Obviously, the selection of Managers, selectors
and players was not always based on ability and
interest, since many of those selected didn’t even
bother traveling, and some of those who did,
seriously let down the NACB.
The fact is that we as a County failed to take the
International Competition seriously even though it
is a serious competition. If we want to participate
in the year 2000, and I believe we should, then we
must start now by selecting an overall coordinator
for the International Gaelic Games in 2000.
GAMES DEVELOPMENT
As an indication of interest in the GAA in North
America, there are hundreds of young people in
non-GAA cities around the US who watch the GAA
Telecasts from Ireland every Sunday and who
often go to “kick a ball around” afterwards. We
must find some way of encouraging the
establishment of GAA clubs in cities like New
Orleans, Dayton, Phoenix, Orlando, Dallas,
Milwaukee and Tulsa, cities that have inquired
about affiliating or have expressed some interest in
starting a team.
If we concentrate solely on the cities where the
games are alive and well, we are not fulfilling our
responsibilities as a County Board. Surely we
have the vision and foresight to come up with
something we can do for those cities, besides
offering a set of rules and conditions for
registration which is all we have been offering,
SPONSORSHIP
Throughout the year, we had a very satisfactory
relationship with our major sponsor, Guinness
Corporation. We also received sponsorship from
Aer Lingus, and towards the end of the year, and
for the International Competition, from Europhone,
the Long Distance Carrier. Because of the
potential problems, it may be time to enlist
professional assistance on the issue of soliciting
and handling Sponsorship for the NACB.
NACB ROLES
While 1998 was mostly a satisfying experience for
me, the work required took an average of at least

10-15 hours per week. In 1998, I organized and
participated in 24 scheduled NACB calls lasting
about 2 hours each, plus another 60-70
unscheduled ones. I wrote about 250 letters or
other documents, mailed 400-500 letters, sent /
received 200+ e-mail messages, sent / received
500-600 Fax pages, etc., etc. The hassle involved
with all this wasn’t the problem, but the time
involved was. While many other officers also
spend as much time on NACB business, it might
be time to re-evaluate the roles of the various
officers to achieve a better distribution of
responsibilities.
THANKS
Finally, I want to thank my fellow NACB officers for
their courtesies, cooperation and help during 1998,
and I especially thank Paddy Rooney, and his
predecessor Pat Uniacke, for their advice and
assistance. I also want to pay tribute to those GAA
officials around the US who helped me during the
year. They were a pleasure to deal with and I
thank them. To the new NACB officers, I offer
congratulations and best wishes, and I promise
every cooperation in 1999.
Le fíor-mheas,

Seán Ó Catháin
Rúnaí

MOTIONS TO CONVENTION:
MISC RULES
1. NACB By-Law 9 be changed so that the
home base player registration date be
changed from April 15th to April 30th.
(DERRY GFC, PHILADELPHIA;
ST. PATRICK’S FOOTBALL CLUB,
BOSTON)

2. NACB Regulation R6 a. be changed to
allow 15 players a side in SENIOR AND
INTERMEDIATE FOOTBALL.
(DERRY GFC, PHILADELPHIA)

3. NACB Regulation R9 d. be amended to
include the following: “Each Divisional
Board must supply a proposed
Championship structure \ format to NACB
prior to June 15th.” (ST. JOSEPH’S, SAN
JOSE)

4. NACB Regulation R4 a. be amended to
read:
REGISTRATION CARDS
a. PHOTOGRAPHS. Clubs must submit 2
registration cards for every player
registered with their club, signed by the
player and club registrar. Divisional and
NACB Registrars are required to reject any
Registration Card which does not also have
a properly adhered player picture of
passport photograph size and quality.
(ST. JOSEPH’S, SAN JOSE)

5. Each club with Senior or Intermediate
teams who also have a lower grade team
affiliated, must name, prior to April 15th, 13
players (15 for Ladies), who will be
designated as their first team. These
players will then be deemed ineligible to
play on their lower grade team. These
players must have played championship at
the highest grade available to their club in
the previous season. (ST. JOSEPH’S,
SAN JOSE)

6. Team Sheets should indicate which players
are starting and which are substitutes and
only players listed on Team Sheets as
provided to referee before the start of the

game may participate. These team Sheets
should also indicate which players are
Green-Card and which are White-Card.
(ST. JOSEPH’S, SAN JOSE)

SUMMER VISITORS
7. NACB Regulation R7 a. to be changed to
allow 5 SUMMER VISITOR PLAYERS on
the field at any one time in JUNIOR “A” &
“B” FOOTBALL. (DERRY GFC,
PHILADELPHIA)

8. NACB Regulation R7 b. that the convention
change it to read as follows: “In Senior and
Intermediate Football, each team shall
have no more than 5 Summer Players on
the field at any one time.
(CHICAGO WOLFE TONES GFC)

9. NACB Regulation R7 b. to be changed to
allow 5 SUMMER VISITOR PLAYERS on
the field at any one time in SENIOR,
INTERMEDIATE AND LADIES FOOTBALL.
(DERRY GFC, PHILADELPHIA)

10. NACB Regulation R7 b. to be changed to
allow 5 SUMMER VISITOR PLAYERS on
the field at any one time in SENIOR,
INTERMEDIATE AND LADIES FOOTBALL.
We propose that standing orders be
removed and that only Divisions with Senior
clubs be allowed to vote on this motion.
(ST. PATRICK’S FOOTBALL CLUB,
BOSTON)

11. NACB Regulation R7 c. to be changed to:
SENIOR HURLING: In Senior Hurling, each
team shall have no more than 7 VISITOR
PLAYERS on the field at any one time.
(CORK HURLING CLUB, BOSTON;
CU CHULAINN HURLING CLUB,
CHICAGO)

12. NACB Regulation R7 d. to be changed to:
LADIES FOOTBALL: In ladies senior
football, each team shall be limited to no
more than 5 SUMMER VISITOR PLAYERS
on the field at any one time. In ladies junior

football, each team shall be limited to no
more than 3 SUMMER VISITOR PLAYERS
on the field at any one time.
(ST. BRIGID’S LGFC, CHICAGO)

13. NACB Regulation R7 d. to be changed to:
LADIES FOOTBALL: In both ladies senior
and junior football, each team shall be
limited to no more than 5 SUMMER
VISITOR PLAYERS on the field at any one
time.
(ST. BRIGID’S LGFC, CHICAGO)

NACB PLAYOFFS
14. At the NACB Playoffs, any team official
found guilty of deliberately attempting to
play an illegal player, and / or any player
deliberately attempting to play illegally, as
determined and agreed on the spot by at
least three NACB officers, will be
automatically suspended for the duration of
the Playoffs pending an investigation.
(ST. JOSEPH’S, SAN JOSE)

15. No later than 10 days prior to the start of
the Playoffs, all teams still eligible must
provide the NACB a team player panel of
no more than 25 names. Failure to provide
the list by the deadline will result in the first
25 names listed on the team’s team-sheet
in their last Championship game played
prior to the deadline, being constituted as
that team’s panel for the Playoffs. Only
players listed on the team’s panel are
eligible to play on that team in the Playoffs.
These team player panels will be made
available to all Divisions 5 days before the
Playoffs start. The absence of a team
player panel will render a team ineligible for
the Playoffs.
(ST. JOSEPH’S,
SAN JOSE)

16. That a set of rules/requirements/guidelines
be set up for all future Playoffs, i.e. seating
requirements, playing size of fields, medical
attention, etc., etc..
(WASHINGTON, DC GAELS)

17. That at all Divisional and NACB Playoff
games, in addition to the registration cards,
each player must have available for
inspection a valid Government-Issued ID
Card (E.G. Irish or US Drivers License,
Passport, etc.). (ST. JOSEPH’S, SAN
JOSE)

18. That at all NACB Playoff games, in
addition to the registration cards, each
player must have available for inspection a
valid Government-Issued ID Card (E.G.
Irish or US Drivers License, Passport, etc.).
(ST. JOSEPH’S, SAN JOSE)

19. The NACB should investigate the
feasibility of holding 1999 Regional Junior
Playoffs separate from the 1999 North
American Championship Playoffs providing
the extra financial problems created for
involved clubs can be overcome.
(SEATTLE GAELS)

INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION
20. That a Hurling team or teams picked by
the NACB be sent to Ireland for competition
(example - All-Ireland 7-a-sides in
September 1999).
(ERIN’S OWN HURLING CLUB,
CHICAGO)
It is always a Football team being sent over
to represent the NACB. It is time to let
them know we have good Hurlers too!

21. That the North East Division be allowed to
enter it’s own team in the next International
Competition in Dublin. The North East
Division would finance this team.
(AIDAN McANESPIES, BOSTON)

LADIES FOOTBALL
22. In North American Junior Ladies’ League
Competition, a team shall be limited to no
more than two players on the field at any
given time who have played Intercounty
Senior Level Football in the current or prior
year. (FOG CITY HARPS, SAN
FRANCISCO)

23. That Rule #5 of the Playing Rules of
Ladies Gaelic Football under the heading of
“TEAMS” (Bicycle shorts are prohibited
except with doctor’s certificate) be
abolished in NACB jurisdiction.
(WASHINGTON, DC GAELS)

24. That the NACB affiliates with the Ladies
Gaelic Football Association in Ireland and
adopts the rules of Ladies Gaelic Football

as organized by the LGFA. (SEATTLE
GAELS)

CAMOGIE
25. That an extension be given Camogie
Clubs affiliated with the North American
Camogie Association (NACA) until after
their convention, as they need the time to
sort out details on the possible transition
from being affiliated with one organization
(NACA) to being affiliated with another (the
NACB).
(EMERALD ISLE
CAMOGIE CLUB, BOSTON)

26. That Camogie be played according to the
rules in Ireland.
(ST. MARY’S CAMOGIE CLUB, CHICAGO)

and Senior Competitions.
(CHICAGO WOLFE TONES GFC)

OTHER
30. That the GAA or any other party refrain
from addressing the NACB as the “Irish
Football Association”.
(WASHINGTON, DC GAELS)
31. That the North East Board be allowed by
the NACB to request from the New York
Board to enter it’s competitions at Quarter
Final stage as we figure it would create a
lot of interest and keep the season going
on longer. This would be after the North
American Finals and would only be for the
winners of competitions in the North East
Division. (AIDAN McANESPIES, BOSTON)

27. That there be a Camogie Representative
on the NACB to help facilitate the Camogie
Championship. (SHAMROCK’S CAMOGIE
CLUB, SAN FRANCISCO))

MINOR FOOTBALL
28. NACB Rule R8 (II) k. Add to Rule: All
Youth Officers on the NACB and Divisional
Boards have a vote on Minor affairs only.
(CHICAGO WOLFE TONES GFC)

BY LAWS REVIEW COMMITTEE
32. That the NACB adopt the proposed
changes to the By-Laws and Regulations
as recommended by the By-Laws Review
Committee, with the addition of any
corrections or changes required as a result
of motions passed at today’s convention.

29. That the convention change the practice
of holding the NACB Under-age
Championship with the Junior, Intermediate
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MOTIONS / RECOMMENDATIONS re NACB BY-LAWS, REGULATIONS and PLAYOFF
REGULATIONS

•
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)
g)
h)
i)
j)
k)
l)

MOTION THAT: Any Club or Division bidding to host the NACB National Playoffs, as part of their minimum
bid package must commit to providing the following:
Three co-located all-grass GAA fields in good condition, reserved for up to five days, each measuring no
less than 130 yards X 80 yards with proper field markings, flags, goal-posts, nets, score-boards, etc.
Bleachers or other seating at the fields for at least 1,500 spectators.
Appropriate changing rooms, rest-rooms, watering stations, staffed first-aid center(s), sound system, etc..
The ability to restrict and/or erect sponsor signs at the different events as required by NACB contracts.
Hotel rooms within a maximum 30 minute drive of the fields, sufficient to provide an average of at least 12
rooms for each traveling team at reasonable rates, and NACB meeting facilities as required at no charge.
An Awards Banquet for at least 500 people at reasonable prices.
Reasonable admission charges to the games for players and spectators.
At no charge, timely bus transportation round-trip from the hotels to the GAA fields for all teams.
At no charge, 10 Hotel rooms to the NACB for officers and NACB guests for the duration of the Playoffs.
At no charge, 25 Games Admission Passes for the NACB officers and NACB guests.
At no charge, 25 Banquet tickets for the NACB officers and NACB guests.
At no charge, a 2-way Radio to each NACB Officer for the duration of the Playoffs.

•

MOTION THAT: At the NACB Playoffs, in addition to the Registration cards, each player must present for
NACB inspection a valid government-issued picture ID card (e.g. Irish or US Driver’s license, Passport, etc.).

•

MOTION THAT: No later than ten days prior to the start of the Playoffs, all teams still eligible must provide
the NACB Secretary a team player panel of no more than 25 names. Failure to provide the list by the
deadline will result in the first 25 names listed on the team’s team-sheet in their last Championship game
played prior to the deadline, being constituted as that team’s panel for the Playoffs. Only players listed on
the team’s panel are eligible to play on that team in the Playoffs. These team player panels will be made
available to all Divisions one day before the Playoffs start. The absence of a team player panel will render a
team ineligible for the Playoffs.

•

MOTION THAT: At the NACB Playoffs, any team official found guilty of deliberately attempting to play an
illegal player, and / or any player deliberately attempting to play illegally, as determined and agreed on the
spot by at least three NACB officers, will automatically be suspended for 12 months, effective immediately.

•

MOTION THAT: The NACB is authorized to investigate the feasibility of holding 1999 Regional Junior
Playoffs separate from the 1999 North American Championship Playoffs.

•

MOTION THAT: The NACB is authorized to expand the North American Championship Playoffs as deemed
necessary from the current three days to four days, with quarter-final games possibly scheduled for
Thursday, and semi-final games possibly scheduled for Friday.

•

MOTION THAT: NACB Regulation R4. be changed to read:
R4 REGISTRATION CARDS. a. PHOTOGRAPHS
Clubs must submit 2 registration cards for every player registered with their club, signed by the player
and
club registrar. Divisional and NACB Registrars are required to reject any Registration Card which does
not
also have a properly adhered player picture of passport photograph size and quality.

•
•

MOTION THAT: A proposed NACB annual Budget, listing all anticipated expenditures and sources of
income for the coming year, will be prepared and presented for approval at each Annual Convention.

MOTION THAT: the NACB commits to full participation in the MILLENNIUM INTERNATIONAL GAELIC
GAMES COMPETITION in Dublin in 2000, with the following conditions:
a). An NACB International Team Coordinator must be appointed by the NACB before the 1999 PrePlayoff
meeting and must be confirmed by the Divisional representatives at that meeting.
b). The International Team Coordinator will be responsible, with ongoing NACB officer approval,
i) For selecting the team managers and selectors;
ii) For deciding how team players will be chosen;
iii) For securing specific International Team Sponsorship for at least 50% of the total cost.
c). All NACB Divisions will participate either by sending at least one player or by covering their share of
the
airfare for at least one player for one of the teams.

d). The total NACB / Division out-of-pocket cost will not exceed $10,000 per team without prior approval.
e). The 1999 Convention has the right to review the progress made by the International Team
Coordinator in these matters, and to withdraw this commitment if progress by then is deemed unsatisfactory.

SUBMITTED BY THE NACB

