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NORTH AMERICAN COUNLY BOARD CONVENTION — NOVEMBER 9, 10 & 11, 1990.
at  FORT LAUDERDALE, FL.

The Chairmén, Harry Costelloe, called the N.A.C.B. 1990 Annual Convention
to order at 9.10 a.m. on Saturday, November 10, 1990, in the Embassy Suites
Hotel,:Fort Lauderdale, FL.

The Invocation was read by Fr Peter Quinn of Florida.

Gerry Davidson welcomed the Delegates on behalf of St Patricke Football Club,
Florida. He outlined the the arrangements for the weekend including a Banquet

- hosted by the Florida club on Saturday evening. He said that their club was a
young club and that they were delighted of the opportunity of hosting the Annual

Convention. He hoped that all the delegates would enjoy their stay in Florida
and that the Convention would be a successful one.

Special Guests at the Convention were,

Fr Peter Quinn: One of the original founders of the North American County Board.

Paddy Muldoon: Chairman of the Overseas Units Committee in Ireland.

Former Officers of the North American Board in attendance were:

Pat Uniacke

. Fr Peter Quinn (Florida)
Harry Costelloe {(Chicago)
Peter Donnelly (Detroit)
Sean Gannon (Cleveland)
John Hehir (Boston)

Sean Lyons (Boston)

Bill McGowan (Boston)

Chris Murray (Detroit)

John O Brien (Cleveland)
Liam O Brien (Chicago)

Mike O Connor (Boston)

Owen ‘Treacy (Philadelphia)
Tom Farrelly (Philadelphia)
Mary O Dea |, (Boston)

* (San Francisco)
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“NORTH ‘AMERIGAN COUNTY BOARD GONVENTION NOVEMBER 9, 10 & 11, 1990.
' ' at - FORT LAUDERDALE, FL.

DIVISION. CLUB. DELEGATES. VOTES.
CENTRAL. Wolfe Tones FC Mike Donaghue 2
St Brendan's FC John Barrett 1j
: _ Phill Keepati 1
Mc Brides FC John Morley &
Rovers FC Eamon Kelly 1
) Mike Flannagan 1
Parnells FC Liam O Brian 1
Brendan Keane 1
Celtics FC Stephen Quinn 1
) Jeff Butler 1
Harry Bolands HC Joe Ryann 1
Cathy Quinn 1
Dimerick HC Mike Scanlon 1
Mike Keegan 1
Erins Own HC Jim Redmond 1
Mike Whelan 1
TOTAL 18.
. FLORIDA. St Patricks FC Gerrx Davidson 2
GREAT LAKES. Wolfe Tones FC Criss Murray 2
b Padraig Pearse FC 0
MIDWEST. Pittsburgh Celtics FC John Shovlin 2
Pittsburgh St Colmkills FC 0
St Jarlaths (Cleveland) FC John Q Biien 2
St Pats ¥C (Clevelatd) Sean Gannon 2
TOTAL 6.




NORTH AMERIGAN COUNTY BOARD: CONVENTION NOVEMBER 9, 10 & 11, 1990.

at - FORT LAUDERDALE, FL.
DIVISION. CLUB. DELEGATES. VOTES.
NEW ENGLAND. St Patricks FC Mike Molloy 2
Shannon Blues FC Bill McGowan 2
Kerry FC Mike Cronnin 2
Connemara Gaels Sean Scanlon Jr 1
" Gabriel Lyons 1
Galway FC SonnyQ Brien 1
Gerry Monaghan 1
Cork FC Pat Sheehy 2
St Colmkills FC 0
Christophers FC Bridie Joyce 2
Donegal FC 0
Wolfe Tones FE 0
Galway HC John Hehir 1
Ollie Ahern 1
Cork HC Mike Cronin Sr 2
Fr Tom Burkes HC 0
Tipperary HC Mike Joe Hynes 2
TOTAL 20.
PHILADELPHIA. Kevin Barrys Paddy Rooney 2
' Shamrocks FC 2
Cavan FC Tom Farrelly 2
Mayo FC 0
Donegal FC Fr Mohan 2
Young Irelands FC John Berry 2
Galway FC Tommy Higgins 2
Pearse Og FC 0
Washington Gaels FC Jim Carmody 2
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at - FORT LAUDERDALE, FL.
DIVISION. _CLUB, DELEGATES. VOIES.
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA. Young Irelands FC Mike Brennan 2
Wild Geese FC 0
LA Hurling Club Tom Nolan 2
TOTAL 4
‘ _WESTERN. Shannoh Rangers FC 0
Geals FC & HC . 0
Ulster FC Kieran Keenan 2
Cussacks FC Padraic Rohan 2
Na Fianna HC Stephan Poland 2
Naomh Padraig FC Olliver Mc Elhone 2
Young Irelatitls FC Joe O Reilly 2
Sean Mc Dermots FC Bertie Penny 2
Erins Isle 0
Sons of Boru FC Phill Smith 2
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"NORTH AMERICAN COUNTY BOARD UONVENTION NOVEMBER 9, 10 & 11, 1990.
at  FORT LAUDERDALE, FL.

DIVISION. CLUB. DELEGATES. VOTES.

DIVISIONAL BOARD CHAIRMEN.

Central Joe Quirke 1
Midwest Howard Elbert 1
New England Sean Lyons 1
Philadelphia Paddy Rooney 0
S-California Tom Nolan 0

TOTAL 3

N.A.C.B. OFFICERS,

Chairman Harry Costelloe 1
Vice Chairman Owen Treacy 1
Secretary Pat Uniacke 1
Treasurer Hike O Connor 1
Registrar Mary O Dea 1
Public Relations Tom Farrelly 0
Hon President Peter Donnelly 0

TOTAL 5



NORTH AMERICAN COUNTY BOARD CONVENTION  NOVEMBER 9, 10 & 11, 1990.
at  FORT LAUDERDALE, FL. .

TOTAL BALLOTS.

DIVISION BALLOTS.
CENTRAL * . 18
FLORIDA 2
GREAT LAKES 2
. MIDWEST 3]
. NEW ENGLAND 20
PHILADELPHIA 14
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 4
WESTERN 14
DIVISIONAL BOARD CHAIRMEN 3
N.A.C.B. OFFICERS 5

TOTAL BALLOTS 88.




NORTH AMERICAN COUNTY BOARD CONVENTION NOVEMBER 9, 10 & 11, 1990.
at  FORT LAUDERDALE, FL. :

SECRETARIES REPORT.

The Chairman introduced the Secretaries report and asked the delegates to take
it page by page.

GAA CONGRESS IN IRELAND.

The Chairman, Harry Costelloe, informed the delegates that the N.A.C.B. had a
motion on the Congress Agenda to amend Rule 79 of the 1988 edition of the Off-
icial Guide, with regard to representation on Central Council. He said that
there was considerable .discussion on this motion as New York and Canada had
affiliated and had County Board status, there was talk of Provincial status

be given to these Counties in conjunction with the N.A.C.B. Because of this

he said, that no action was taken on the motion.by Congress and the N.A.C.B.
withdrew the Motion because it was going to go down to defeat considering the
views of the Congress delegates. He said that since Congress the N.A.C.B. were

allowed to appoint "James Treacy" of Co Tyrone as a temporary delegate to Cen-
tral Council.

On a question from the floor , he said that this motion was submitted because
it was passed as a motion at the previous N.A.C.B. Annual Convention in LA.

He then referred to page 5 of the secretaries report with regard to a motion
"No 57" submitted by the Cork County Board. He said that the Cork County sec-
retary was not very kind to any immigrants with his shouted remarks, and the
Chairman said that he was very surprised that the Congress President allowed .
him "Frank Murphy" to say what he had -said.

The Chairman "Harry Costelloe" said that the content of the Cork motion was to
allow players in North America and New York Lo return to Ireland and play with
their Home Clubs.and continue-to play .in.the UB at the same:time. to.which the
N.A.C.B. was opposed to for obvious reasons.

tiike Donaghue (Chicago) asked the Chairman to explain the status of a "Home .
Based Player" with regard to going home to play with his club in Ireland.

ﬁéfry Costelloe said that the only way a "Home-Based Player" could return to
Ireland and play with his native club would be through an "Inter County Transfer"

Mike Donaghue (Chicago) explained that he had returned to Ireland with a comp=
leted "Inter County Transfer" and was refused permission to play with his native
club on the grounds that he was illegal to do so.

Harry Costolloe stated that he could not explain to Mike Donaghue as to why this
had happened to him as there was no rule in the Official Guide to deny a’player
from playing with his native club once he had transfered.




NORTH AMERICAN COUNTY BOARD CONVENTION — NOVEMBER 9, 10 & 11, 1990.
at  FORT LAUDERDALE, FL.

Harry Costelloe continuing on the motions of Congress said that it was very
important that the N.A.C.B. attend Congress because of the amount of motions
pertaining to the American Board. He said that if we were Lo look at the word-
ing of some of these motions very closely, land these motions were passed by
Congress that the floodgates would open and that we would have any number of
players coming to the N.A.C.B. to play after the deadline which would be un-
controllable for the N.A.C.B.

He said that all of these motions were referred to Central Council for review.

Harry Costelloe referring to the special Playoff meeting in Chicago on 07-21-90
said that the N.A.C.B. were left with a situation where they were left with only
three Senior and Intermediate Divisions. Because of this the meeting had decided
to invite a Pivisional Selection from Chicago and San Francisco to make up the
fourth team for the Quarter-Finals in both competitions.

Commenting on the standard of referees at the Playoffs, the Chairman said that
as chairman of the N.A.C.B. he had always been in favon:of getting referees

that are of the same caliber of our games. He said that he was disappointed at
the quality of refereeing at this years finals, because players had worked too
hard for too long to be abused by a bad referee. I think that it is time we sat
down and decided that for our finals in the future we that we should get top
class referees from Ireland. He satd that local referees had been doing a good

Job all year, but it was a little bit more involved when it comes to American
Board Playoffs.

b

Joe Quirke (Chicago Chairman) said that the N.A.C.B. policy of bringing ref-
erees from Ireland for the Playoffs seemed to have fallen by the wayside.

Harry Costelloe in response stated that this was not the case. He said that the
decision by the N.A.C.B. not to bring referees from Ireland was based upon the
opinions:.of various Divisional Board Chairmen whom had felt that the referees

that refereed the Divisional games every Sunday were good enough to referee the
N.A.C.B. Finals.

Joe Quirke (Chicago Chairman) said that he did not know what Divisional Board
Chairman would make such a statement as it was obvious that wé do not have ref-
erees of the standard of N.A.C.B. Competition.

Harry Costelloe in response agreed with "Joe Quirke" and said that he had al-
' Wways been a proponent of top class referees. He said that there was too much at
stake to have bad referees and that he felt that players usually play better
under the stewardship of good referees.




NORTH AMERICAN COUNTY BOARD CONVENTION NOVEMBER 9, 10 & 11, 1990.
at  FORT LAUDERDALE, FL. .

Jeff Butler (Chicago) asked:on behalf of the Chicago Intermediate Selection

Team as to what the ruling was with regard to the Chicago team been eliminated
from the competition.

Harry Costelloe in response, said that there was two things wrong with the team.
Firstly they were late arriving on to the playing area and they did not have any
jerseys. When they finally arrived on to the field they bhad no cards.Their Man-
ager, when questioned had no knowledge of any cards. The Chairman said that he
then asked their .opponents "Philadelphia™ if they would play untilihalftime to
give the Chicagd Leam some time to get their cards to which the Philadelphia
team refused. In accordance with the N.A.C.B. Bylaws the Chairman said he award-
ed the game to Philadelphia.

Jeff Butler (Chicago) said that it was the responsibility of the County Reg-
istrar to supply the cards and that the County Board Registrar was told to
bring the cards with her to the Playoffs.

Harry Costelloe said that the N.A.C.B. were not in the business of supplying
cards and that the County Registrar had the cards of all competing teams at the
Playoffs with her. It is the responsibility of all competing teams to have their

own cards with them prior to the game for inspection, not the N.AYC.B. respon-
sibility. ’ i

Liam O Brien (Chicago) asked what the criteria was to be eligible to play on the
Divisional Team.

Harry Costelloe in response said that the team was supposed to be an equal rep-
resentative team from the teams that made up the Divisional team,and that all
of the players were to be resident players.

Jeff Butler (Chicago) said that it was his opinion that the Chicago Divisional . -
Team was the only legal team to compete in the Playoffs,

Bertie Penny (San Francisco) asked him to withdraw the statement as the San.
Francisco teams were all legal.

Owen Treasy (N.A.C.B.) agreed with the previous speaker and Jeff Butler accepted
this., '

Harry Costelloe continied:.by saying, that in general all the teams that comp-
eted in the Playoffs were very uncooperative, they came onto the field and kick-
ed a ball around, they did not line out when asked to do 80, team officials did
not have the players cards distributed properly, they were late coming onto the
field in spite of the fact that the N.A.C.B. secretary had sent out a letter to
all Divisions giving them instructions to be properly dressed and properly lined
out and to be:properly numbered.and to be on time. He said that their languasze
was appalling . He concluded by saying that an awful lot of improvements had to .,
be made with team presentation at the Playoffs.



NORTH AMERICAN COUNLY BOARD CONVENTION  NOVEMBER 9, 10 & 11, 1990.
at  FORT LAUDERDALE, FL.

John Barrett (Chicago) agreed with the Chairman and said that a lot of the
team officials and players need to wise up a little bit with regard to the

use of foul language. He felt that the team officials should be held respon=: ..
sible for the conduct of the players and supporters. He said that in Chicago
they do.Hot have much of a problem for teams being late as a fine is usually
levied on late arrivals and this has helped improve matters there. He said that
the other Divisions should follow the same axample which would improve the time
keeping at the Playoffs. lle said that we were letting ourselves down with bad

language etc in front of women and children and we should not have to put up
with this.

John O Brien (Cleveland). to concur with Johnny Barrett said that the actions

of one or two individuals in the Hurling Final especially, individuals who were
either subs or appeared to be a part of a team or teams:was unbelievable. le

said that the host city should feel free to have a Policeman present at the Play-
offs who would escort such individuals from the field seeing that the teams
seem to ignore such responsibility. He felt that this would help stop any fur-
ther problems at Playoffs.

Liam O Brien (Chicago) said that a meeting with team officials on the eve of the
Playoffs would help sort out this problem.

Harry Costelloe in concluding, thanked Joe Quirke and the Chicago Divisional
Board for making the Playoffs such a success. He said that the committee had
don tremendous work in making the facilities second.to none.

10




NORTH AMERICAN COUNTY BOARD CONVENTION  NOVEMBER 9, 10 & 11, 1990.
at  FORT LAUDERDALE, FL. .

SPECIAL MERIT AWARDS.

llarry Costelloe said that the three Special Award Recipients were all from
Chicago. They were Mary O Brien, Mike Scanlon and Pat Hennessy. He said that
Dan O Kennedy chaired a special committee made up of members from around the
- country. The Chairman said that it was unfortunate that Dan 0 Kennedy could

not be at the Convention due to illness..This was only his second Convention
to miss in thirty five years. He missed his first Convention due to open-

heart surgery and had suffered a recent setback causing him to be grounded
by his Docters. .

Mike Scanlon (Chicago) expressed disappeintment that the only Division to

submit names for the awards was Chicago. He felt that the people in Chicago
who received the awards were very deserving, .He also felt that other Divis-
ions must have viable candidates for this award.

John Hehir (Boston) said that all the clubs in the New England Division

were notified by letter for their nominations. He said that he had also sug-
gested names to some clubs the names of people that he had thought were wor-
thy of the award, but none of the clubs responded and that there were no nom-

inations from Boston. He said that he had also put forward two Chicago nomin-
ations himself.

Sean Gannon' (Midwest Secretary) said that he had represented the Midwest in
nominating people for the Special Awards, and that the reason that their Div-
ision had not submitted names this year was because that Cleveland had an

Award winner last year and Pittsburgh had one , two years previous. There was
no input:from any club in the Division with regard to nominating people for
these awards. It was felt by them that, with the playoffs in Chicapo, the names
of the Chicago nominations were acceptable to them. He said that in the inter-
est of fairness they did not want to nominate people from their Division every
year, even though they may be worthy, their time will come.

Mike O Connor (N.A.C.B.) said that he felt that the Annual Awards should be
reduced from three to its original format of one award. He said that the Award
system had caught up.at least two years ago as.far as he was concerned.

‘Pat Uniacke (N.A.C.B.) said that Dan O Kennedy who is Chairman of the Awards

Committee, had indicated to him that he had no objection to returning to one
avard per year.

John Barrett (Chicago) said that he was against returning to to a single awvard
per year, as lot of worthy people would have died off before receiving their
awards. He.thought it a lack of effort on our part and said that there were a
lot of people out there whose names had not been put forward. With the one

award per year it would really bring things to a snails pace. We should at least
continue with the three awards per year.

11



NORTH AMERICAN COUNIY BOARD CONVENIION  NOVEMBER 9, 10 & 11, 1990.
at  FORT LAUDERDALE, FL. A

Harry Costelloe said that there were at least two or three people in Chicago
who were deserving of an award as they were on the first American Board way
back in 1959 and they were still not on this list. If we reduced the awvards to

one per year they would probably all pass away before their time would come
for an award.

Sonny O Brien (Boston) asked as to old one had to be before being eligible for
an award.

Harry Costelloe in response informed Sonny O Brien that he had qualified some
years ago. <

12




NORTH AMERICAN COUNTY BOARD CONVENTION NOVEMBER 9, 10 & 11, 1990.
at  FORT LAUDERDALE, FL.

SECRETARIES REPORT Pages..19 & 20.

Joe O Reilly (San Francisco Secretary) asked the Board to explain as how it
came to pass that the Christophers team of Boston were able to play five

players from an other club in Boston in the Intermediate semi-final without
detection.

Harry Costelloe responding to Joe O Reilly's question, said that he did not
know how this had happened. He said that it was the responsibility of the
opposing team to check the cards in accordance with N.A.C.B.Bylaws. He asked
the Registrar if the Cristophers club had a card with "Derrick Foleys" name
on it. The registrar responded by saying that she did not know.

John Morley (Chicago) said that it was very difficult to thorouphly check

the cards under the present system due to time restraints. He said that when

the players line up for inspection it was impossible to tell whose cards the

players had, they could have their own cards but be with a different club. It
is:difficult to tell what club the player is with, what year the card is, or

if the correct signatures are on the reverse side. He said that we would have
to come up with a better system of checking the cards.

Harry Costelloe said that the system of checking the cards would have to be
discussed under new business.

Mary O Dea (N.A.C.B.) said that on the subject of "Derrick Foley" and seeing
that his name was raised, that he is registered with the Christophers club
and not the Cork club. She said that she was not approached by anyone with

- regard to Derrick Foley or the Christophers::club. She said that she was app-
roached earlier on the Saturday morning with regard to the Philadelphia Mayo
team and did produce the N.A.C.B. cards for same.

Pat Sheehy ~ - (Boston) asked as to how Derrick Foleys name came to lite,
and as to why the other illegal players names were not mentioned when the
Board were well aware of this. and an other player in Boston who had played
all year with the Christophers without transferring from the Cork club.

Harry Costelloe in response said that Derrick Foleys name was brought to the
attention of the Board and they acted upon it. lle said that he was unaware of

the names of the other alleged illegal players and he was not privy to events
in Boston.

Bertie Penny (San Francisco) said that if the McDermots had lost the game it
would have been too late for them to object by the time the Board had found out
about the illegal player. He said that the N.A.C.B. Treasurer and Registrar
should have known that this player was illegal and brought it to the attention
of the other Board Officers.

13



NORTH AMERICAN COUNTY BOARD CONVENTION  NOVEMBER 9, 10 & 11, 1990.
at  FORT LAUDERDALE, FL.

Mary O Dea (N.A.C.B.) responding to Bertie Penny, said that she was only
asked once during the Playoffs for information with regard to one player,
she said , she furnished the necessary:information to the team official.
The player in question was legal to play.

Harry Costelloe said that it was all fine and well for delepates to sug-
gest that, Board officers should know all players in their respective Div-
isions, but the fact of the matter was that if a team from his own Division
of Chicago, brought eight players in front of him for identification, he
probably would not be able to identify one of them.

Pat  Sheehy , (Boston) said that, the American Board Officers were well

aware of the other illegal players, apart from Derrick Foley, and failed
to take action.

Hike O Connor (N.A.C.B.) said that, he was an officer of the N.E.D.B. and
he was not aware of any other illegal players other than Derick Foley.

Mike Cronin/Jr (Boston) referring to a previous statement made by the
Chairman, "that it was up to the opposing team to check the cards” asked
as to why, the N.A.C.B. picked on Derrick Foley.

Harry Costelloe said that the N.A.C.B. did not pick on Derrick Foley, it
was brought to the attention of the N.A.C.B. secretary that a player by the
name of Derrick Foley, a member of the Cork Boston Senior football team,
had played for St Christophers in the N.A.C.B. Intermediate semi-final. The
Board then acted on this information.

Pat Uniacke (N.A.C.B.) following up on Harry Costelloe's comments, said _that,

a responsible member of the N.E.D.B. brought it to his attention that Derrick
Foley had played with the St Christophers team. He said that he "Pat Uniacke"
knew that Derrick Foley was a member of the Cork Boston team because of the

fact that his name had come up in N.A.C.B. business enia number of occasions
with regard to his registration and subsequent appeals regarding same. He said
that as a result of this information being brought to his attention, he followed
proper procedure and informed the rest of N.A.C.B. colleagues, whom then acted
upon it. He said that, had there been another five or six names been brought to
the attention of the N.A.C.B. they would have also taken action on those other

players, but when only one name was mentioned they could only act on that one
name.

Jeff Butler (Chicago) said that, the onuses to question a player is on the
opposing team, and as he understood the Bylaw, the opposing team can approach
the refereecat any time and have him check a player and his card if they so
desire. He said that it was up to the opposing team to make the first move.
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NORTH AMERICAN COUNLY BOARD CONVENITON  NOVEMBER 9, 10 & 11, 1990.
at  FORT LAUDERDALE, FL. .

Joe 0 Reilly (San Francisco) referred to a:previous speaker who sugpested

that it was up to the opposing team to object to the illegal players".

He said that the San Francisco team had no idea who the illegal players were.
He asked the Chairman "what would have happened had the San:Francisco team lost
to the illegal team"?.

Harry Costelloe. in response said that, "had the San Francisco team lost and an
objection was not submitted by them, the N.A.C.B. had the power Lo investigate
irregularities in accordance with Rule #136 of 1988 edition of the Official Guide."
The Chairman said.that, "the card checking system was obviously not working and

that weaknesses exist". He suggested that the delegates come up with a better sys-
tem for checking the cards.

Joe Quirke (Chicago Chairman) said that " a very stiff penalty should be applied
to teams that tamper with cards,.a two thousand dollar fine for exanple would dis-
courage a lot of would be forgers from practising irregularities”.

Mike Cronin Jr (Boston) said that he knew most of the illepal players, and that
every one of them had a different-card belonging to someone from the Christoph-
ers club. He said that the opposing team did not look closely enough at the pic-

ture on the card and the player holding the card..He said that "it was the fault
of the opposing team”:

Owen Treacy (N.A.C.B.) said that he thought the card system was working. "The
only problem was that some people will try and take the risk of not getting
caught using illegal cards”. He said that "the president had been set by the
N.A.C.B. by having an Investigation, even though an objection was not lodged
by the opposing team". He thought that this would help deter teams from doing
this again..He thought that the Board did their duty by acting upon it.

John O Brien (Cleveland) said that "there was a delegation in the audience who
seemed :to be here.to prove to the N.A.C.B. that the Board had something against
the suspended individual, but now let us put up, or shut up and name the other
illegal players and let the Board deal with them".

Sean Lyons (New:England Chairman) said that "the Kerry Boston delegate had

already said that he knew the five illegal players , he should come forward
. and name them. for the Board.

Sean Gannon (Cleveland) said that "we:wmneed to put some teeth into.this type of
situation by suspending the team officials that put out illegal plavers. If we
suspend the illegal player we are not really going to stop the problem. The
officials are the real culprits in this situation, and those are the people who
need to be dealt with and dealt with harshley".

15



NORTH AMERICAN COUNTY BOARD CONVENTION  NOVEMBER 9, 10 & 11, 1990.
at  FORT LAUDERDALE, FL.

Joe Ryan (Chicago) referred to the N.A.C.B. dealing with the illegal players,
if their names were brought to the Board. He said that his club "Harry Bolands"
furnished the names of two illegal players who played against their club in the

1989 N.A.C.B. Hurling Final to the Board. He asked the Chairman if these players
were dealt with.

Harry Costelloe in response said that the Board requested information from Croke
Park with regard to the two players. The Chairman said that the information the
Board received back from Croke Park indicated that these players had never been
to the United Stated. IE. Croke Park had no record of the players being sanctsz .
ioned to play in the US, and the N.A.C.B. did not specifically know who they
were or where they were from. No action was taken.

Joe O Reilly (San francisco) said that""for future Playoffs the N.A.C.B. cards
should be used to check the players, not the club cards, this system would help
weed out the illegal players?.

John Hehir (Boston) said as Chairman of the Motions Committee that, “there were

some Motions coming up in new business that may solve some of the problems, with
regard to the card system at the N.A.C.B. Playoffs". He said that, "the current

discussion was leaning towards putting the Board on the dock,.and a discussion

of this nature is no good for the Association"”.

John O Brien (Cleveland) asked in the interest of economics, "why wasn't the

hearlng with regard to the Hurling Final held in Chicago after the game, rather
than in Philadelphia a month later?".

Harry Costelloe said that, "the Board felt it was in the best interest of the
Association not to hold a Hearing on the evening of the Banquet, as for one,
they did not have the referees:report, time was needed to get umpires reports,
and proper notice in accordance with Rule was required to to give to both teams.

Joe Ryan (Chicago) asked the Secretary, "what rule was quoted in awarding the .
game to San Francisco?”.

Pat Uniacke (N.A.C.B.) said that,:he._did not have a copy of the letter with
him, but would be happy to send him a second copy if requested.
(Rule quoted) R135a 0G & R.Cl of N.A.C.B. Bylaws.

- Harry Costelloe quoted N.A.C.B..Bylaw (J3) which says that "The Chairman of the
‘N.A.C.B. shall remove himself from any Executive Committee in an Appeal involv-
ing his Division". He said that he had lived with that Rule for the past six
years, and he thought it a very bad rule. He said that, "if the delegates elect
a Chairman, it should be for all the Divisions and not for some".
He also said that as a result of the confusion of the Hurling Final, "all future
Hurling Finals should be played prior to the Senior Football Final".
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Joe Quirke (Chicapo) referring to the extra time in the Hurling Final, said
that it was important that we learn from the experience for the future. 7.

He said that, "hindsight was all fine and well, and it was not his intention
to nail the Board to the wall, but if we were to do it all over again we would
have probably replayed the game on the Monday morning."

Pat Uniacke (N.A.C.B.) in response to Joe Quirke,said that "in fairness to the
Delegates he felt it his duty to inform the Delegates as to exactly what happ=...
ened on the Sunday evening after the the teams had tied in regulation time!

He said that, both team officials were consulted on resplaying the following
morning, both teams wanted to play overtime, because of the fading light both
teams agreed to play only ten minutes per half. He hoped that a Bylaw or Ruling
would be made to enable replays to be played on the Monday, in the event of
fading light.

Harry Costelloe referring to the Playoff Summary on page 21, of the Secretar-
ies Report, said that, "we were going to have to do a better job next year in
policing our Supporters, Players and Stewards." He said that he and his fellow
Board Officers tooki.a lot of abuse during the Playoffs and Banquet. They had
made the decision of conducting a Hearing into the Hurling Final and they were
not going to be intimidated into awarding the game to any team at the Banquet.
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SECRETARIES REPORT , Pages 24 & 25.

Harry Costelloe (N.A.C.B.) referring to the section on Registration, said
that the Board had a lot of problems this year over Registration, and page
24 of the Secretaries Report might answer some of the questions the.Delege
ates might have on this issue.

He said that, "unless an Inter County Transfer:is signed by Croke Park, it
is not considered Official. When information was sought from Croke Park on
several occasions this year, with regard to players residing in the US for

a number of years, the information received back from Ireland was that these
players never transferred to the N.A.C.B. and since he came from Ireland on
a Special Sanction, he was legal to transfer to any club in the NzA.C.B. he
felt like without getting a Transfer from the club in the US. As far as Croke
Park were concerned the player never signed a Transfer from Ireland."

Referring to the Transfer Statistics on Page 24, the Chairman said that"the
figures indicated that Croke Park did not receive the full amount of Trans-
ferscfrom the N.A.C.B.

Pat Uniacke (Secretary N.A.C.B.) said that “the figures indicated that the
1989 and 1988 Transfers were not processed by the N.A.C.B. until:1989. He
said that players that filled out Transfer forms that were not processed by
the N.A.C.B. were technically illegal to play in the N.A.C.B. as they were
_still members of their club in Ireland.

Bridie Joyce(N.E.D.B. Secretary) asked "how long it took from once a player
completed an Inter County Transfer until:he became the property of the new
club, and would the N.A.C.B. be notified by Croke Park?,"

llarry Costelloe in responce, said that, "the“players CO.Secretary in lreland
had 21 days to object to the Transfer, and Croke Park would also confirm the
the Transfer within the same period:of time, to the N.A.C.B."
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SECRETARIES REPORT Pages 26-31.

Pat . 8heehy ¢ {Boston) asked the Chairman, what the penalty was for retur=
-ning to and playing in lreland without an Inter County Transfer.

Harry Costelloe said that the penalty was in accordance with Rule 33.
1IE. Player: Six Months suspension.

Pat_ Sheehy . (Boston) then asked,"why was Pat Howard was only given a week-
end?".

Harry Costelloe, in response said that,"had Cork Boston quoted the proper date
in-their Objection. with Pat:Howard playing in Ireland without a Transfer, and
subsequently returning and playing in Boston, the player would have been sus-
pended.:It was the N.A.C.B. that investipated Pat Howard on the second occasion.
By the time the information came back from Ireland it was August 31lst. The N.A.
C.B. then disqualified him from taking any :further part in N.A.C.B. competition
for the remainder of the year."

Mike Cronin Sr (Boston) asked the Chairman "Why-did the N.A.C.B. go after Morgan
Burns?”.

Harry Costelloe, in response said that "the N.A.C.B. did not go after Morgan
Burns. The New England Divisional Board gave Cork Boston three separate oppor-
tunities to bring Morgan Burns before the Board to verify his residence, and
on three separate occasions you failed to do so."

Tom Farrelly (N.A.C.B. P.R.0.) said that he thought that the Delegates were
only getting part of the story, and asked Owen Treacy (N.A.C.B.) to the Del-
egates, .why a.second hearing was held into the Morgan Burns case in Philadelphia.

Owen Treacy (N.A.C.B.) said that, "after the conference call where Cork were
disqualified and Tipperary were allowed to represent New England in the N.A.C.B.
Playoffs, a letter came from Cork to the N.A.C.B. Secretary, alleging that the
New England Divisional Board had suppressed evidence in the Morgan Burns case.
Because of this alleged new evidence the N.A.C.B. Officers decided a second

- investigation was merited."The content of the letter was that, a letter had

- come from New York indicating that Morgan Burns was not a resident of New York
and had never played there. When the llearing was finally held in Philadelphia,
it transpired that the letter containing the alleged allegations never existed.
The N.A.C.B. took a very serious view of this, and requested Cork Roston HC to
send a letter of apologyto both the N.E.D.B. and N.A.C.B. Boards". The Secret-
ary then read out the letter of apology when request.
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Pat Sheehy: (Boston) asked the Chairman, "how it was that Derrick Foley

had his Sanction stamped in Croke Park in June and he was not allowed to play
in Boston until the end of August?".

Harry Costelloe, in response said that, "Derrick Foley transferred to Boston
from Ireland in 1987. He returned to Ireland in 1990 and never transferred
from his club in Boston. He came back out to Boston again in June of 1990 on
a Sanction and proceeédéd to play with Cork Boston. With the information the
N.A.C.B. had at the time the player was illegal to play with Cork.However,
after further investigations, it transpired that Derrick Foley never trans=. .-

ferred to the N.A.C.B. back in 1987. This rendered him legal to play with
Cork on a sanction.

Pat Sheechy then asked the Chairman to explain as to how the points of

‘the game remained awarded to The Gaels considering Derrick Foley was legal to ..
play with Cork.

Harry Costelloe. in response said that, "at the time of the Gaels objection,
the New England Divisional Board had in their possession a copy of Derrick
Foleys Inter County Transfer, to which he had admitted signing. This made'him
illegal to play with Cork on a Sanction at the time".

Joe Ryan :(Chicago) asked the Board “"why was John Dillion's suspension, handed
down by Harry Bolands HC, lifted by the N.A.C.B.?."

Owen Treacy (N.A.C.B.) said that "any club does not have the rite to suspend

its players, so therefore. the N.A.C.B. had no option but to overrale the dec-
ision to suspend John Dillon"

Joe Quirke (Chicago) asked "where in the Official Guide does it say that a club
does not have the rite to suspend its players'l.

Pat Uniacke(N.A.C.B.) said that "it came out in the Hearing that John Dillon
had informed the club prior®to:the..suspension that he no longer wished to play
with the Harry Bolands®! He also informed the N.A.C.R. Hearing Committee that

he was not given sufficient notice by his club of their intention to suspend
_him.,

John Morley (Chicago) said that "in accordance with rule a club does have the
rite to suspend its players".

John O Brien (Cleveland) said that "Owen Treacy's interpretation of the rule

was correct, in that a club in that situation can not suspend its players, but
the Divisional Board could do so."

It was pointed out by the Delegates that "Rule 19, page 10 of the Official
Guide covered this situation.
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John Horley (Chicago) questioned the decision of the N.A.C.B. to suspend Sean
Maher. "He said that the wrong date and grade of game was quoted in the letter
to the club notifying them of the Hearing in Philadelphia with regard to Sean
Maher allegedly playing illegally in the N.A.C.B. Playoffs in Chicago. He said
that Sean Maher should not have been suspended because of this error”. :

Pat Uniacke (N.A.C.B.)im.response said that it was quiet clear from the cont=.
ents of the letter that the "game’. and "date of game" in which Sean Maher play-
ed in was the Intermediate game on the weekend of the N.A.C.B. Playoffs in
Chicago, and in accordance with Rule 141 0G, the Hearing Committee could,and did,
deem it in Order”.

The Secretary continued by saying that, "Sean Maher was in violation of his San-
ction by, returning to Ireland and playing there after playing in Chicago, and
subsequently returning to Chicago again and playing there in the same year. He
was suspended for six months for breach of relative rules.

Harry Costelloe reminded the Delegates with regard to the Special Sanctions,
that if a player returns.to Ireland after playing in the jurisdiction of the
N.A.C.B. they could not come to the N.A.C.B. again in the same: year and resume
playing again. He said that in certain circumstances the:N:A-C.B. would consider

giving permission to any-player who sought permission in writing to deviate from
the Sanction.”

John Morley {Chicago) asked the Board "why their club was fined $500.00". He
thought it a severe fine.

Pat Uniacke (N.A.C.B.) in response said, “"that a fine was not as severe as the
appropriate suspension of the club."” He said that "had the club been suspended

so also would all the players from that club out from Ireland on Sanctions. This
suspension would deprive the Sanctioned players from playing in Ireland when they

returned for six months from the date of the game, This would have been a much
more severe penalty”.
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Joe O Reilly (San Francisco) asked the Board, "if they had taken any action on
the recommendation from the Western Divisional Board to suspend Andrew Jordan
for 1life?. He said that the W.D.B. had suspended the player for two years for
an incident in a Hurling game in San Francisco.

Pat Uniacke (N.A.C.B.) said that"the N.A.C.B. took no further action on the mat-
ter, andin view of the on-going criminal chaiges against Andrew Jordan, it would
be unwise of the N.A.C.B. to take any further action on the matter until it was
resolved by the courts.”

Following much debate on thus issue it was decided by the delegates not to take
any further action until court proceedings in San Francisco were closed out.

fike Cronin Jr (Boston) proposed a motion that "the Secretaries Report be
adopted as read".

John O Brien (Cleveland) seconded the motion.

END OF SECRETARIES REPORT.
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TREASURERS REPORT.

Mike O Connor Treasurer N.A.C.B. introduced the report by correcting the

balance in the Account as of Nov 10th, 1990. He said that "the revised balance

- now was §12.052.73 . not $11.337.73 as indicated in the report. The money
owed to the Board was now $1.610.00 not $2.325.00."

MONEY OWED TO BOARD.

It was decided by the Convention "not to accept any teams Registration that
oved monies to the N.A.C.B. until their debts were cleared."

EXPENSES 1990.

Harry Costelloe ¥N.A.C.B. Chairman)with regard to. the expenses incurred with
sending N.A.C.B. Delegates to Congress said, "that he thought it very import-
ant this year to send the full allotment of Delegates to the 1990 Congress in
Ireland for several reasons. Firstly, it was a year in which their was a new
President elected. The N.A.C.B. decided to support Peter Quinn in the Election,
as it was felt that as Bresident he would be favorable in giving the N.A.C.N.

a better say in GAA affairs in general, would probably put a little more press-
ure on teams in Ireland to travel to North America, rather than travel into New
York all the time and it was vital for the three new Board Officers to see how
Congress works"

He said that there was only $1800.00 spent in taking the N.A.C.B. Delegates to
Congress and this money was well spent.

N.A.C.B. MEDALS.

ilarry Costelloe said that the N.A.C.B. had improved the quality of the medals.

The cost.for medals for this year was $1.775.00 compared to last years expense
of $300.00 approx.

John O Brien (Cleveland) complicated the Treasurer "iike 0 Connor"” on the
outstanding document he had prepared and proposed that it be accepted as read.

END OF TREASURERS REPORT.
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REGISTRARS REPORT.

Mary O Dea (N.A.C.B. Registrar) told the Delegates that 44 Football and 10
Hurling clubs registered with the N.A.C.B. during 1990. There were 301 play-
ers on Sanctions.

She advise all Divisional Board Registrars to review their registration rules
a little more closely in the future, because a‘lot of Registration Cards were
sent in last year with "photographs or signatures" missing.

The Registrar finished by thanking her fellow Board Officers, Divisional Board
Registrars and the four N.A.C.B. Champions for 1990.

Pat Uniacke with regard to Registration said, that in the past few weeks he
had mailed out to the Divisions, copies of Inter County Transfers which were
incomplete, IE “dates of last game played in Ireland before transferring to the
N.A.C.B. were missing on the form" and in order for these players to be prop-
erly registered, the Inter County Transfers:must be properly completed. He urged
the Divisions to return these incomplete forms to him as soon as possible, with

the missing information, 'otherwise these players would not be considered trans-
fered.

END OF REGISTRARS REPORT.
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CONCLUSION OF 1990 BUSINESS.

Following the various reports by the N.A.C.B. Officers, the Chairman called -

upon, Peter Donnelly, Owen Treacy and Tom Farrelly for their closing statements
as N.A.C.B. Board Officers.

Peter Donnelly (Honorary President) said that "it was hard to imagine that it
was almost Forty years ago since the N.A.C.B. started. It began in Cleveland in
the Spring of 1950, where there was Five clubs in attendance, "Chicago, Detroit,
Cleveland, Pittsburgh and Buffalo". At that time it was known as the "Midwest
Council™. Some years later there was a meeting in the "Henry Hudson Hotel" in
New York, in which "New York, New England and the Mid-west were atténdance.

New York subsequently dropped out, leaving the remaining cities to form the N.A.

C.B. in 1959 in Philadelphia. Today we have Fifty Four clubs, compared to Five
when the N.A.C.B. first started.”

The Honorary President continued by congratulating the Central Divisional Board
on hosting the very successful Playoffs. He said that "the Committee, under the
Chairmanship of Joe Quirk, left nothing undone)} and complémented them on having
the finest GAA facilities in North America.

He said that"the GAA had done a lot for its members in America,in that it had
linked its members from all over the country in sport and friendship".

He concluded by saying that "it was a pleasure to serve as Honorary President
for 1990"

Tom Farrelly (Public Relations Qfficer) said that as Public Relations Officer,
he had sent numerous-reports of N.A.C.B. affairs, to the "Irish Voice" -during
the year, but the paper failed to publish any of the reports.

He said that, he had alse sent reports to the "Irish Echo", and that paper had
.published most of the repérts. The person responsible for publishing the reports
from the "Echo" was "John Byrne". Tom Farrelly then suggested that “John Byrne"
be invited to cover future N.A.C.B. Playoffs and Conventions.

He said that he had sent some reports to the media in Ireland, but none of it
was published, to his knowledge.

He suggested that, "each division elect a Public Relations Officer for 1991, as
he found it difficult to get information from the Divisions in the past”.

He finished by thanking the Divisions that sent him reports during the year.
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Oven Treacy (Vice Chairman) said that,"he thought the N.A.C.B. made real
progress during the year, the Playoffs were super with great competition
and.very close games and it was pood for the Association when you had three
new first:time winners in the competitions. He said that, "having the Con-
vention in Florida and the possibility of having new teams next year from
Hartford was an indication of the progress being made by the American Board."
He also said that, “progress was being made in Ireland by the N.A.C.B. and

he expected the American Board to have a delegate on Central Council before
very long". '

Harry Costelloe (Chairman N.A.C.B.) concluded the 1990 reports by, thanking

John Hehir, Chairman of the "Motions Committee" and his fellow committee officers,
for the excellent work they had done in expediting the business of Congress.

He also thanked Dan O Kennedy for chairing the "Special Awards Committee"over the
past number of years, and for his work as "Liaison Officer" for the "Irish Nat-
ional Caucus" and the "Feis Committee”.

He also welcomed Paddy Muldoon, "Chairmait of the 'Overseas Committee’, and

Fr Peter Quinn, one of the original founders of the "American Board".

At the conclusion of the 1990 business, a check -of $10.000.00 was paid by the
New England Division to the N.A.C.B. for the 1991 Playoffs.

CONCLUSION OF 1990 BUSINESS.
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR 1991.

John Hehir (Boston) chaired the election of Officers for 1991. ile thanked the
cutgoing Board of Officers for their work for the Association during the 1990

season, and complémented the Secretary and Treasurer for their well prepared
reports. :

There were three Tellers appointed for the election.

1. Iirs Beth Costelloe (Chicago)

2. Peter Donnelly (Pittsburgh)
: John McDevit (Boston)
NOMINATIONS CONTESTANIS ELECTED A
CHAIRIFAN.
~ Sean Lyons Boston
Bill YcGowan Boston:
Owen Treacy Philadelphia OwenTreacy Owen Treacy
Joe Quirke Chicago . Joe Quirke

VICE-CHAIRMAN.

John:0 Brien  Cleveland

Liam O Brien Chicago - Liam O Brien

Sean Lvons .~ Boston Sean Lyons

Bill :McGowan Boston

Cris-Murray Detroit Chris Murray Chris Murray
Joe Quirke Chicago

SECRETARY. *

Pat Uniacke San Francisco : : Pat Uniacke
TREASURER.

Mike Flanagan Chicago Mike Flanagan - Mike Flanagan
Bridie Joyce Boston

Bertie Penny San Francisco

Mike O Connor Boston - Mike 0 Connor
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NOMINATIONS

NOVEMBER 9, 10 & 11, 1990,

Bertie Penny

- S8an Francisco

CONTESTANTS ELECTED
REGISTRAR.
Beth Costelloe Chicago °
Mary O Dea Boston Mary O Dea
Mike Cronnin Jr  Boston Mike Cronnin Jr
Sean Gannon Cleveland Sean Gannon Sean Gannon
PUBLIC RELATIONS.
' Tom Farrelly Philadelphia Tom Farrelly Tom Farrelly
Eamon Kelly Chicago Eamon Kelly
Pat Sheehy Boston

Bertie Penny

HON PRESIDENT.

Jeff Butler

Harry Costelloe

Colie Lydon

Rev Peter Quinn

Chicago
Chicago
Boston
Florida

Colie Lydon

Jeff Butler

Colie Lydon

N.A.C.B. OFFICERS 1991.

Honorary President:

Chairman:
Viee-Chairman
Secretary: .
Registrar:
Treasurer:

Public Relations:

COLIE LYDON (Boston)

* OWEN TREACY (Philadelphia)
CHRIS MURRAY (Detroit)
PAT UNIACKE (San Francisco)
SEAN GANNON (Cleveland)
MIKE: FLANAGAN (Chicago)
TOM FARRELLY (Philadelphia)
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A0T108S 1 - 23.

 NOTIONS COMMITTIEE.

The Motions Committee comprised of the following Delegates.

JOHN HEHIR Chairman BOSTON

JOHN O BRIEN CLEVELAND
MIKE SCANLON . CHICAGO

JOE O REILLY SAN FRANCISCO
TOM FARRELLY PHILADELPHIA

There were twenty three Motions in the Convention Agenda. These Motions were ..
reviewed by the Motions Committee on the Friday evening of the Convention.
Their recommendations were presented to the Congress Delegates following the
election of the 1991 Board of Officers.

HOTIONS #1 & #2.

THAT AN OFFICER CANNOT HOLD AN OFFICE IM HIS/HER DEVISION AND NORTH AMERICAN
BOARD AT THE SAME TIME.

(OUT OF ORDER)

John O Brien (Cleveland) said that the content of this motion would not work,
in that a person may already have been elected to office in his/her division or
vis-a-vis. This motion would prevent a viable delegate from running for office."

Mike Crommin (Boston) said that an officer cannot serve two masters.

Yiike O Connor (Boston) said that, *some years ago it was very difficult to pet
delegates to take an office in Boston. This motion, if passed, would make it even
more difficult to get delegates to run for office.
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MOTION #3.

~ ALL OFFICERS OF THE N.A.C.B. SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO SERVE NO MORE THAN THREE
CONSECUTIVE YEARS IN ANY ONE POSITION.

(OUT OF ORDER)

John Barrett (Chicago) said that , “some Officers had a tendency to overstay

their visit. They usually done a good job for the first couple of years, and
then took the job for granted.”

Brendan Keane (Chicago) said that, “a motion was not needed for this as the
person in office not doing a good job would not be re-elected.”

MOTION #4.

CONVENTION ACT-ION DETERMINE DELEGATES TO ANNUAL CONGRESS.

(OUT OF ORDER)

It was felt that the N.A.C.B. Officers were best suited to represent the N,A.C.B.
at Congress as they were the ones dealing with Croke Park throughout the year.

Owen Treacy N.A.C.B. Chairman informed the 'delegates that "if a Division wished
to send a delegate to Congress in Ireland, they could do so at their own expense,
This delegate would not have a vote at Cingress however".

HOTION #5.

THE POSITION OF DIRECTOR GENERAL SHOULD BE AN ELECTED POSITION EVERY S1X YEARS.

(DEFEATED)

There was considerable debate on this motion and is covered under "Paddy Muldoons
Address to €onvention"
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MOTION #6.

N.A.C.B. BE LIMITED TO SENDING TWO DELEGATES TO CONGRESS.

(OUT OF ORDER)

This was ruled "Out of order" as it is in conflict with Rule #70 0G.

+ HOTION #7.

IHE DEADLINE FOR HOME BASE PLAYER REGISTRATION BE EXTENDED TO APRIL 30th.

(OUT OF ORDER)

Not the year for Bylaw change.

MOTION #8.

THAT BYLAW # R9 PAGE 8, BE AMENDED S0 THAT THE MARCH 15th DEADLINE FOR HOME BASE
PLAYERS BE. MOVED UP TO APRIL 15th.

(OUT OF ORDER)

Not the year for Bylaw change.

MOTION #9.

- THE MANDATORY NUMBER OF HOME BASE PLAYERS ON THE SENIOR FOOTBALL TEAM BE
REDUCED TO FOUR.

(OUT OF ORDER)

Not the year for Bylaw change.
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EHOTIOM #10.

THAT HOME BASED PLAYERS BE INCREASED FROM SIX TO EIGHT ON INTERMEDIATE FOOTBALL
TEANS.

(OUT OF ORDER)

Not the year for Bylaw change.

MOTION #11.

THAT HOME BASED PLAYERS BE INCREASED FROM SIX TO EIGHT ON THE SENIOR FOOTBALL
TEANMS.

(OUT OF ORDER)

Not the year for Bylaw change.

HOTION +#12.

ANY PLAYER WHO FULFILLS THE 28 DAY RULF BY THE TIME HE PLAYS IN HIS DIVlblONAL

IN THE N.A.C.B. FINALS.

(OUT OF ORDER)

This is in conflict with Rule # 41 OG and Bylaw # S3.
Not the year for Bylaw change.

MOTION #13.

RULE C6 OF THE N.A.C.B. BYLAWS SHOULD BE APPLICABLE FOR HURLING AS WELL AS FOOTBALL.

(WITHDRAWN) .
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- MOTION #14.

RULE 137 (a) OF THE OFFICIAL GUIDE SHOULD BE AMENDED TO SAY FOUR DAYS: WRITTEN
NOTIFICATION TO CLUB SECRETARY.

(OUT OF ORDER)

No need for change, alreddy- covered in N.A.C.B. Bylaws.

LDTION #15.

THAT THE REGISTRATION CARDS ARE SIGNED BY THE PLAYER AND THE CLUB REGISTRAR .AND
DATED CORRECTLY. THE AFFILIATiON FORMS SHOULD HAVE THE NUMBERS IN NUHLAILAL ORDER.
NO REGISTRATION OF A PLAYER SHOULD BE ACCEPTED UNLESS THE ABOVE ITEMS ARE LQ ORDER.

(OUT OF ORDER)

This is an existing Bylaw. 1E BYLAW R 12.

MOTION #16.

CLUBS PARTICIPATING IN THE N.A.C.B. PLAYOFFS FOR 199] OR THEREAFTER _SHOULD FIRST
HAVE EACH PLAYER BEFORE 1IS SCHEDULED GAME, HEET WITH THE N.A.C.B. REGISTRAR AND
SELRETARY AND PRODUCE HIS REGISTRATION CARD THIS RULE SHOULD ALSO APPLY TO SUES.

(REFERRED TO NEW BOARD OF OFFICERS)

This was treated by the Motions Committee as a "recommendation". It was referred
to the N.A.C.B. with the recommendation that it be put into effect at future Playofis.
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MOTION #17.

N.A.C.B. PLAYOFF BANQUET SHOULD BE HELD ON THE SATURDAY EVENING OF THE PLAYOFFS
AS OPPOSED TO SUNDAY.

(OUT OF ORDER)

John Hehir (Motions Committee Chairman) said that "this motion was ruled 'Qut Of Order'
by the committee, because the Banquet is known as Lhe 'Awards Banquet'." He said that
if this motion was passed by the convention, it would force the 'Host City' to have
their Banquet on the Saturday evening. This arrangement would not give the 'Host

City' an opportunity to make the Playoffs as successful as possible.

- Bill: HcGowan (Boston) said that, "once should be enough to present a cup to the

winning team. With the current system the cup is presented to the winning team
twice on the same day".

John Barrett (Chicago) said that, "he would like to think that the Banquet would
be the 'shining light'of the Association for the year, unfortunately it has not
always been that way, in view of the experiences of the past few years."

He said that "the people in line for the ‘Special Merit.Awards' would get the
proper recognition on the Saturday evening as opposed to the Sunday because of
the hoopla involved with the winning teams"

Owen Treacy (Chairman) said that, "he understood the concerns of the delegates
who spoke in favor of the motion, but that if this motion was passed it would

become binding for all 'Host Cities', and this would cause a financial burdan

on them especially in view of the $10.000 }evied on the 'Playoff City'."

He thought it best to let the the 'Host City' decide what night was best for
them".

HOTION #18.

N.A.C.B. INVESTIGATE AND REPORT THE FEASIBILITY OF GROUP INSURANCE FOR PLAYERS ,
EITHER A MEDICAL OR ACCIDENTAL POLIUY.

'(NO RECOMMENDATION MADE BY MOTIONS COMMITTEE)

This motion was discussed by the delegates and Tom Nolan (Los Angeles) pave a
detailed report on the feasibility of such a scheme.
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"Tom Nolan (Los Angeles)

INSURANCE.

The following points are a summary of Tom Nolans address on Insurance.

1. GROUP OR TEAM INSURANCE 1S VERY EXPENSIVE TO BUY.

2. INSURANCE COMPANIES WILL NOT SELL GROUP POLICIES FOR EXAMPLE, - FOR(-65,000
WHEN ONE CLAIM ALONE COULD BE FOR THAT AMOUNT.

e THE BEST FORM OF HEALTH INSURANCE IS INDIVIDUAL.

4. INDIVIDUAL POLICIES COVER THE POLICY HOLDER FOR ANY OR ALL INJURIES,
INCLUDING PLAYING INJURIES.

5. INDIVIDUAL POLICIES FOR YOUNGER PEQPLE ARE READILY 'AVAILABLE.
6. TEMPORARY POLICIES FOR UP TO SIX MONTHS ARE AVAILABLE, AND ARE LESS EXPENSIVE.
s IT IS POSSIBLE FOR SUMMER VISITOR PLAYERS TO BUY TRAVEL INSURANCE IN IRELAND

AT A VERY AFFORDABLE PRICE, WHICH WOULD COVER THEM WHILE ON VACATION.
(Suggested by Sean Gannon and Sean Lyons)

Following much diseussion in insurance, Owen Treacy (N.A.C.B. Chairman) said that

the Board would try and seek some .futther information on the matter and report back
to the divisions. ‘
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MOTION #19.

DIVISIONS IN LESS POPULATED AREAS, I.E. GREAT LAKES AND MIDWEST, BE EXTENDED
AN ACCOMMODATION OR CONSIDERATION WHEN A TEAM IS OUT FROM IRELAND.

(OUT OF ORDER)

This motion was ruled, OQut of Order, as it was considered to be a request.

Howard Elbert (Pitsburgh) said that"lities in the Great Lakes and Midwest
areas, could not afford to take teams out from Ireland on their own and this
was merely a request to give them consideration a midweek game, if possible"

Joe Quirke (Chicago) said that, "Chicago would consider this request, providing
the extra expense was incurréd by Pitsburgh".

HOTION #20.

N.A.C.B. SPONSOR A COACHING AND REFEREE CLINIC.

(QUT OF ORDER)

Howard Elbert (Pitsburgh) said that the reason they put in this motion was
because, 98 percent of their players in Pitshurgh were American born and these
players started to play at the about 17 or 18 years. He felt that a proper
coaching clinic was very important to these young players in teaching them the
basic skills and rules of Gaelic football.

Cris Murray (N.A.C.B. Vice Chairman) said that "it would be best if the proposal
was handled at divisional level."

Owen Treacy (W.A.C.B. Chairman) said that, “the N.A.C.B. would have no objection
to a coaching clinic, provided it included all the teams in any one division".

He said that "the N.A.C.B. could not single out Pittsburgh and set up a coaching
clinic, because all the other divisions would seek the same accommddation”.

He thought that there were qualified people in each division who may be willing
to help out.
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MOTION #21.

THAT THE SUSPENSIONS OF THE FOLLOWING PLAYERS BE LIFTED. 1. Morgan Burns
2. Sean Maher
(OUT OF ORDER) 3. Derry Foley

This was ruled Out of Order because, a request to lift a suspension by the

N.A.C.B. could not be lifted , unless new evidénce was submitted pertaining
to the cause of suspension,

HiKe Cronnin Jr (Boston) said that he was of the understanding that such a
request would be heard at Convention.

Owen Treacy (N.A.C.B. Chairman) said that;,if a club or individual felt that
they were treated unjustly , theymcould send a letter to the N.A.C.B. outlining
their case or seek leniency, then the N.A.C.B. would consider their request.

John 0 Brien (Vleveland) said that, "one of the weaknesses of our system was

that there is no form of appeal from a decision of the N.A.C.B. In anv democratic
society there is a form of appeal Wwhen a conviction is handed down.Unfortunatéty
when an incident occurs in an American Board Playoff game, and a suspension is
handed down, there is no form of appeal. In other words there is only one shot

at justice and this is a weakness in our system which is not democratic. The
solution to this would be a second committee who would hear an appeal resulting
from a playoff game..This is not a problem in a divisional game as the player has
a second shot at justice after the Divisional Board=imposing a soupension".
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John Hehir (Committee Chairman) said that"the Motions Committee discussed

this motion, but it was felt that this Convention cannot mandatory change

Rule 134 or any rule in the Official Guide. The committee felt that the
motion-had some merit but needed clarification and left it open for discussion”.

Pat Uniacke(N.A.C.B. Secretary). reminded the delegates with regard to ~
“Deviation", that Rule 86 0G would allow Overseas Units to apply to Central

" Council for deviation from general rule, where exceptional circumstances exist.
Rule 86 OG could be applied to this motion if passed by the convention.

Joe Quirke (Chicago) said that, he did not thikk that the motion could be
resolved in one day of the convention because of the complexities involved,

but the motion was the nucleus of an idea to solve some of the problems with
regard to suspensions.

Sean Lyons (Boston) posed the question, that if a dual player was sent off in
a hurling game, and received a one game suspension, would he be allowed to plav

in the next hurling game, if he sal out a football game in between both hurling
games?. '

John O Brien (Cleveland) suggested that the Central Division adopt this motion

as part of their Bylaws, and then apply for deviation from rule 860G Lthrough
the N.A.C.B.
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MOTION #22.

LEAMS IN LHE CENIRAL, GREAT LAKES, MIDWEST AND PHILADELPIIA DIVISIONS, PLAYOFF
TOR_THE JUNIOR SEMI-FINALS. TIIAT NO DIVISION RECELVE A BYE IN TWO CONSECUTLVE

YEARS, UNLESS HOSTING TiiE NORTH AMERICAN BOARD FINALS.

(REFERRED 10 THE N.A.C.B. FOR DECISION)

Joe Quirke (Chicago) said that, "when the N.A.C.B. re-structured the Playoffs
a number of years ago, it was decided not to have any quarter finals on rhe
weekend of the Playoffs, but unfortunately this has not been carried out".

" Owen Treacy (N.A.C.B. Chairman) said that, "there scems to be sixcor seven
divisions with a Junior winmer, and the whole idea of the Blayoffs was to avoid
all the travel from one division to another. For example a division like
Philadelphia who.have many junior teams and some of the teams have to travel
between Philadelphia and Washington, and after they produce a junior winner,
they could possibly have to play Boston prior to the Playoffs, if this motion
were implemented. In a city like Detroit where there are only two junior teams,
the thinking in the past was that it would not be a big burden on them to play
an extra playoff game before reaching the playoffs proper”.

MOTION #23.

WE WLISH TO. PROPOSE THAT THE N.A.C.B. REVAMP THE ENTIRE SUSPENSION PROCEDURES

FOR OFFENCES RELATED TO MISCONDUCT ON THE FIELD. THIS IS SUGGESTED SO THAT WE
HMIGHT RESOLVE CERTAIN IMBALANCES IN THE SUSPENSION SYSTEM. N

FOR EXAMPLE, A SIX MONIH SUSPENSION ON_IHE_LAST GAME OF THE SEASON IS VIRTUALLY
MEANINGLESS, WHILE A ONE MONIH SUSPENSION FOR A FAR LESSER OFFENCE AT A CRUCIAL
PART OF THE SEASON WOULD HAVE A GREATER EFFECT. '

USENG RULE 134 OF THE OFFICIAL GUIDE AS OUR GUIDELTRE, WE WOULD SUGGEST DEVIATION
AS FOLLOWS. -

1....CATBGORY "B"OFFENCES AS IN RULE 190. One American League same

2 CATEGORY“"A" OFFENCES AS IN RULE 189.

wn < BMGEPT T, Iwo American League games.
3.  STRIKING OR KICKING Three American League hames.
4.  ABUSIVE LANGUAGE TO AN OFFICIAL. One American League game.

5.  PHYSICAL INTERFERENCE WITH AN OFFICIAL. Three American League games.
(WITHDRAWN)
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OTHER MOTIONS PASSED.
SUNDAY MORNING.

THAT THE PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER HAVE A VOTE AT THE N.A.C.B. CONVENTION.

(PASSED) .

THAT THE SUMMARY OF "HEARTINGS, INVESTIGATIONS OBJECTIONS AND APPEALS"
BE EXCLUDED FROM THE "SECRETARIES REPORT" AT THE N.A.C.B. CONVENTION,

(PASSED)

THAT THE 1992 PLAYOFFS BE HELD IN PHILADELPHIA.

( PASSED)

THAT THE 1991 N.A.C.B. CONVENTION BE HELD IN LOS VEGAS.

(PASSED)
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OTHER DECISIONS TAKEN.

PLAYOFF MEETING.

It was decided to hold a special Playoff meeting several weeks. prior to the
N.A.C.B. Playoffs in Boston. The ‘meeting will take place in Boston. A delegate
from every Division will be requested to attend together with the N.A.C.B.
officers and the Organizing Committee.

The pairings for the Football and Hurling Semi Finals will be made at the
Playoff Meeting.

AFFILIATION OF CLUBS IN SPRINGFIELD AND HARTFORD.

There was a general discussion on the possibility of clubs in the Sprinpgfield
and Hartford areas affiliating with the N.A.C.B.

It was decided that the N.A.C.B. would look into the matter prior to the Affil-
iation deadline. ' ~

PLAYERS WITHOUT INTER COUNTY TRANSFERS.

A discussion took place based on the problem of some.players not having Inter-
County Transfers and playing in the US. This discussion was based on Secretaries
Report, Page 24. :

The report indicated that, quiet a number of players in the N.A.C.B. were playing

in the N.A.C.B. without a Transfer, through no fault of their own. The reason for
this problem was, that the Inter County Transfers were not processed by either the
N.A.C.B. or Croke Park 4in 1987 and 1988.

In an effort to solve the problem it was decided that a complete list of plavers
without Inter County Transfers would be made and sent to Croke Park for ratification.
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PADDY MULDOON'S ADDRESS TO N.A.C.B. CONVENTION.

As Chairman of the Overseas Units, i am very happy to be here.

About three years ago, the Overseas Units Committee was set up in Iredand.

The purpose of this committee was to meet with all the Overseas Units as a group
at Congress. Since its inception it has gotten bigper. Badically the committee

in Ireland is a listening agency who listen a lot and in turn submit points raised
by the Overseas Units to management. A lot of our recommendations have been accep-
ted, some more have not.

I don’t believe in making statements to make somebody happy in Ireland or here,
" because that is "whitewashing”. The truth of the matter is that, there are very
few people in Ireland who know what the American Board are doing or even care.
However, the members of the Overseas Committee do care about the Overseas Units
and take it very serious, so serious in fact that we are not the most popular
committee in Croke Park. Since the Committee was formed, we have had two “Servic-
ing Officers" in that time. Lorcan O Rourke, who has since been transferred to
the Handball Committee, and the current Officer, Maire Graham. ller term of office
finishes at the end of 1990, and it is up to the Overseas Units to request that
a full time officer be appointed to cater for the needs of the Overseas Units.

The GAA in North America is very much akin to what is happening in Ireland at

this time. The GAA in Ireland is not as good or as strong or as healthy as

people would have you believe. The GAA is at a crossroads and at a dangerous
crossroads, and we are losing ground, and it isn't all down to the World Cup,

and the World Cup has a big bearing on the matter, we have not got the personnel
involved in our clubs, they don't want to become involved, and when they immigrate
very few of them become involved.either.

A recent survey conducted by the Mayo County Board showed that an average of seven
players per club had immigrated in the past few years. The survey also showed that
nobody at home knew where the players went to. The survey did show that very few
of these players were not getting involved in clubs overseas.

There is also a major imbalance in the number of players per club from one part

of the country to another. For example,'in Co Leitrim there is one club for every
one thousand people,some clubs in Co Cork have a population of twenty eight thous-
and people of a population. Tallagh in Co Dublin have a population of eighty tho-
usand people, with only three clubs. I feel there should be much more clubs in

the larger populated areas in Ireland, but it would be very difficult to sell that
idea -to the people who run the clubs there.

You should have more clubs in North America also, but : for a lot of the players
coming out here not wanting to get involved.If we are to retain our culture we
will have to try and get more people involved in our games and pastimes. Our
members abroad are doing more to preserve that culture than our members at home.
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We are all members of this association, and we should all try to be honest with -
each other, if we can't, we are wasting our time. I had a meeting last week in
Longford with a group of development officers from twelve different Countics,

The meeting went on for four hours, and we must have had twenty different rows,
and this is a healthy aspect of the association, because we are all Fighting
about the common good 6f the association and within the association,

I believe that we as-members of the association are all equal and we should have
an equal say in matters of the association, and if the N.A.C.B. have anv grievance
with the powers that be in Ireland, they should air them here today, hecanse we
are the organization. Presidents come and £0, but the Organization remains.
Presidents or Director Generals, don't rule the organization. They will if we
allow them to do so. If a man is appointed to a position within the association

. for a period of time, he must live by a code, and no one man within the assoc-
iation should be able to live outside that code. Everyone will make use of a
situation if you the people allow them to make use of it

Not too long ago players had to change their cloths under a bush and sometines

in the rain. That has all changed now. Clubs built better facilities, improved
their pitches and built community centers. The resalt being that clubs incurred
tremendous debts. With immigration etc, we now have great facilities with very
few people wanting to use them. 'That is a very serious situation. We have the
"Player Injury Scheme" in operation, and that too is very serious. Kids will now
their school teachers through their parents if they forget to put a helmet on the
kids in the event of an injury. The association at. 'home and abroad will have to
protect itself from this kind of scenario.

The exiles, as a unit have tremendous power in voting strength at Congress .-
You have preater power than the whole of Connaught. You should use this voting
power by submitting Motions to help your situation as you see fit. The problem
is that you don't use that, power to your advantage bacause you haven't learned
how to use that power. Prior to New York being affiliated with Central Council
they yieldsd a lot more power than the N.A.C.B. You could blame Croke Park fo-
this, but you must carrv some of the blame yourself. Now that New York is affil-
iated with the other Overseas Units to Central Council, it is time you took ad-
vantage of that situation. Nobody can do that for you, only yourself.

You will have to make changes to become more of a unit with the other Overseas
Units. I suggested to some of your delegates at Congress last year, that you
with the other units shiould look for Provincial status. because it is very easy
to divide the Overseas Units without Provincial status.

I believe that the All Stars and their sponsors take advantage of the N.A.C.B.
when they visit here. 1 believe the All Stars are a joke and a laugh and that
the American Board should have nothing to do with then when they visit. A lot

of the traveling players don't show respect for the people involved in the
organization in North America. Players are available and have always been avail-
able for financial gain, and that is your fault. If you allow yourselves to be
used, don't blame the people that use you.
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It would be better for you to have a team out from Ireland, at their own expense
rather than paying large amounts of money to the sponsors who put the money in
the bank and receive thousands of dollars of free sponsorship and write off any
expense they incurred, and then they laugh until the next year. That'sg vour fault
because you allow it to happen.

I know the All Stars go to other Irish organizations in this country, and that is
fine, but it is not the GAA. We are either one organization or we are not. The
sooner those other organizations are told that, the better, and if that includes
the Bank of Ireland or the GAA they too should be told. '

In finishing i would like to pay tribute to the N.A.C.B. delegates who represented
your organization at Congress over the yvears. They always spoke their mind.

As Chairman of the Overseas Committee, you can rest assured that i will continue

. to put your views and interests to Management in Ireland.

Tom Farrelly (N.A.C.B.) referring to the All Stars said that, £hé¥ in Philadelphia
would be very sceptical of bringing a team from Ireland in the future, in view of
their past experiences. Last year they had made arrangements for the Movo team to
travel to Philadelphia. They had gone to a lot of trouble making definite plans,
only to find out in the last minute that Croke Park would 1ift the insurance cov-
erage on the Mayo team if they traveled to Philadelphia.

This year they had again gone to'great trouble to bring the Donegal team out from
Ireland. A banquet was arranged and tickets were sold. In the last minute they were
told by Croke Park that the Donegal team could not travel because of fixtures.

"1f we decide to bring a ciub team, what guarantee do we have that the same will
not happen.? "

Paddy Muldoon (Croke Park) responded by saying that , " the reason for the
cancellation of the tour was because of a change in the National Football League
fixtures. When the Donegal team originally planed the trip, they were given
clearance to travel, however, the Games Administration Committee subsequently
met and brought forward the whole National: League, making it impossible for the
Donegal team to travel to Philadelphia."”
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John Barrett (Chicago) said that, "it was unfortunate that the position of
Director General, was a lifetime job. This arrangement is not a very democ—
ratic one. There isn't any room for a bright young person to inject new ideas
into the GAA. There are lots of well educated young people in the Association
who are not being given the chance to show their ability in leadership because
they are being stifled. The current Director General does not present a very
good image of the GAA."

Mr Barrett also said that, while attempting to arrange for the Sam Mapnire

Cup, to visit Chicago last year, he was given the "run around” by the Cork
County Board Secretary for five weeks.

Paddy Muldoon (Croke Park) responding to John Barrett, said that, "one ol the
problems is, that the Director General is appointed Lor life, or until such

time as he decides to retire. lie is a full time paid executive of the GAA, so

also is the. Secretary of the Cork County Board. Like any executive of a company,
he can be fired, if he is not doing his job. However it would cost the Associatlion
a lot of money, in a polden handshake, to fire him. My problem with the position
of Director General, however, is, that there is no way in our Associaltion that a
full time paid official of the GAA should decide GAA policy. The counties in
Treland are much more responsible for this than you are, because they are in touch
and they are allowing it to happen." ;

"There are also some other counties who employ full time secretaries, and they are
not deciding GAA policies in those counties, the clubs are, and that is the way it
should be." : '

"l also think that no matter how good a job you do, you can ruin it all hy five
minutes on the Television. I refer to the Director General and the Public Relations
Officer and the image they project."

Liam O Brien (Chicago) referring Lo 'correspondence' asked Mr Muldoon, if the
Director General was obliged to read out all correspondences at Central Council
or Management meetings, whatever the case may be?.

Paddy Muldoon (Croke Park) ih response said that all correspondence must be read
out at these meetings.

Pat Uniacke (N.A.C.B. Secretary) said that he was very happy with line of comm-
unication, from Croke:Park.
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Eamon Kelly (Chicago) asked Paddy Muldoon, if he thought that the Director
General is:the target of bad press, because he is a bad spokesperson?.

Paddy Muldoon (Croke Park) said that, "it is possible because his personality
often clashes with others. llowever, as repards a worker,. nobody in the GAA puls

in as much hours as the Director General, so much so, that he recently collapsed
in his car from exhaustion.

Jeff Butler (Chicago) said that,"it is time we got our own delepate on Central

Council, and that person should be somebody who is famil“ar wilh the workings of
the American Board."

Rev Fr Peter Quinn (Florida) said that, "the American board has great strength,
but to have even greater power, the Board should seek to form an alliance with
New York and the other Overseas Units to maximize that power"”.

Joe Quirke (Chicago) said that he felt a bit cynical about the business of get-
ting a delegate on Central Council. "No matter how much negotiating we do with
Croke Park, we still have the same problems, green cards, making sure players are
legal to play, All Ireland tickets, the movement of players between here and New
York, etc.” '

‘Referring to the position of Director General, Joe said that his club had a motion
on the Agenda, calling for the position of Director General, to be an clected one
every six years. He said that "this would be keeping in line with democracy all
over the world. When a company or organization is being stifled, the man at the
top is removed. When a team is having a bad year, the coach is replaced bv some
one that will create new interest and motivation, that is the reasoning behind
the motion. The counties in Ireland don't have the courage to put forward this
type of motion that we are in a position to do".

Paddy Muldoon (Croke Park) said that"there is nothing wrong with the H.A.C.E.
getting that motion on the agenda, however, i think you will have difficulty
getting support from a lot of counties for the motion. The Director General is
appointed to carry out the duties of the association, and if he is doing some-
thing wrong, it is the GAA that is wrong. He is a paid official, and if a chanpe
is approved, it would mean a breach in contract. If he is going away from GAA
policy, he should be challenged in every issue, but whither you can sack him or
not is another issue'. My suggestion to you is that you submit a motion to
"examine the position of Director General".
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Sean Gannon (N.A.C.B.) said that he agreed with most of what Paddy Muldoon had
- said'about “our strength here in the United States", and with "the unity with

the other Overseas Units". -
"What we have to do is to keep sending delegates to Congress and to continue
to stay part of the International Units, but the grealtest tool we have is unity
amongst® ourselves. Why dont. we some year, tell the All Stars to stay at home,
and even if they do come to some other organization, we ignore them. We have pit
on here in the United States, a greater event than any All Star tour, ecvery Sep-
tember for the past seven years. Why don't we start inviting one another for
competition, instead of teams from Ireland that won't come,”
"The A1l Star organizers when negotiating the Tours, try and split up the N.ALC.R,
Cities by dealing separately with one another, and we are so desperate to prostit-
ute ourselves to these people who really don't care about us. If we have unity
amongst ourselves, we will be recognized and respected by Croke Park."
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