PLAYOFFS







N.A.C.B. PLAYOFFS, PHILADELPHIA 1992.

This years N.A.C.B. Playoffs were held in Philadelphia on the
Friday, Saturday and Sunday of Labor Day Weekend.

They were arguably the most successful N.A.C.B. Playoffs ever.
A total of twenty one teams competed for five national titles.

This years playoffs saw the introduction of "Ladies Football"
to the schedule for the first time ever in an official capacity.

Ladies football teams were accepted on a temporary capacity for
this year and from the standard of competition played by all four
teams and the added dimension that they brought to the competition,
there is a very strong argument to be made on their behalf to bhe
accepted on a permanent basis as full affiliated members of the
N.A.C.B. for the future.

There was a record number of Junior football teams competing this
year also. A total of six teams played two quarter finals on Lhe
Friday evening and two semi finals on the Saturday morning.

The Junior football competition continues to be of the highest
standard of all the competitions. It is the most competitive wilh
little to separate most teams. This is due in part to the strict
regulations placed on junior teams, restricting them to three
"Sanctioned" players on the field at any one time and with not
allowing Senior players on the team after March 15th.

Unlike the Junior competition, the Intermediate competition had
just three legitimate Intermediate teams competing, with Cleveland
St Jarlaths, "a Junior team" making up the fourth semi finalist.

Likewise with the Senior football competition, there were just
three Senior club teams competing with one semi final and a "Bye"
being given to Chicago Wolfe Tones.

Next years competition will guarantee a fourth Senior team with
San Francisco Cusacks winning the Intermediate title this year,
provided of course that they win the San Francisco divisional
Senior title next season.

In last years report i recommended that "future playoiffs will
have to insure that there at least two semi-finals played in
all grades of competition", yet there is still no guarantee
that such a scenario will occur.

I would therefore suggest "that with the standard of Junior
football teams in Chicago and the standard of Intermediate
teams in San Francisco" that they both move up to Intermediate
and Senior respectfully on a permanent basis.

This, i believe would be in the best interest of improving

overall, future playoffs.




While most of the games played were of the highest standard, and much credit
is due to the competing teams for the quality of play, great credit is also
due to the excellent standard of officiating by all of the playoff referces,
namely, Val Kirwin (San Francisco), Gerry McNight (Philadelphia), Harry
Costelloe (Chicago), Jim Curran (County Tyrone) and John Joe Corcoran
(County Galway).

The "Match Programe® produced by the Philadelphia Playoff Committee, listing
team lineouts, referees etc was of the highest qualty and has undoubtabley
set new standards for any future playoff programe. It was of enormous help
to those in attendance to identify players from other divisions.

The media coverage by Fergus Hanna (Irish Echo) prior to and following the
playoffs was extensive and positive. Never before have our games in North
America enjoyed such a quantity and quality of coverage.on a national level].

It was regrettable however that the only coverage our Playoffs received in
Ireland .in some national papers, was of a negative aspect. As in the past
they failed to report on the games played but instead concentrated on the
off field activities of the playoff weekend, specifically the fire alarm
incident in the blayoff hotel which took place in the early hours of Monday
7th, September.

It was also extremely regrettable that the fire alarm incident ever took
place, for it tarnished for many of our members for what was up until then an
enjoyable weckend. Most residents of the hotel had to vacate their rooms in
the very early hours of the morning, some of whom had to descend twenty two
floors of stairs, only to find that a false alarm had been raised, allegedly
by a group of Irish teams and supporters.

For many of the hotel guests, this incident together with a small number of
others, helped in no small way to solidify their impression of the negative
stereotyped term to which Irish people are referred to.

This type of behavior is nothing new at our playoffs. The people responsible
are for this are probably only one percent of our members, but ultamately it
reflects upon all of US as an organization. Club officials and team managers
will have to take a more ageressive role to stomp out this type of behavour.
The success of future playoffs will demand such action, otherwise our
reputation will precede-us. Hotels throughout this country will become aware
of our reputation and will ultimately refuse our business. We will then be
left with the situation whereby visiting playoff teams will have to seek out
their own accommodation,and transportation to and from the playoff venue.

The transportation provided by the Philadelphia Playoff Committee was more
than adequate to cater for the needs of the visiting clubs and supporters

alike. All busses transporting the teams to and from the park ran yery much
on schedule which was imperative towards the games commencing on schedule.
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The playing field was in excellent condition, but fell a little
short on the dimensions. This was more noticeable in the hurling
games with the ball sometimes landing in the small square from
the puckout's.

The stewarding of the park by the Philadelphia Playoff Committee
contributed enormously towards the smooth running and the over-
all presentation of the event. There was also a major improvement
this year in the uniform dress of the competing teams. With the
exception of one club all teams conformed with the playoff regul-
ations as set out by the N.A.C.B., thereby avoiding the fines
imposed for breach of the regulations. The regulations when con-

formed to are paramount towards the overall presentation of our
games.

The "Awards Banquet" brought a very successful weekend to a
fitting conclusion. It was attended by in excess of nine hund-
red and fifty people and was an outstanding success.

All of the winning teams were in attendance this year and were
re-presented with their Cups and Medals.

M.V.P. Awards were presented for the second year to the best
players for the five competitions played.

The recipients were.

LADIES FOOTBALL Ann Quirke (San Francisco)
JUNIOR FOOTBALL Vincent Claffey (San Fran)
INTER FOOTBALL Sean Liston (San Francisco)
SENIOR FOOTBALL Martin McGonigle (Philly)
SENIOR HURLING Damien Considine (Boston)

Special Merit Awards were also presented.

The recipients were.

Seamus Bonner (Philadelphia)
Barney McEnroe (Philadelphia)
John Treanor (Detroit)
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N.A.C.B. PLAYOFF RESULTS

QUARTER FINALS:Junior ST PATRICKS (Florida) DONEGAL (Philly)
CORK (Boston) WOLFE TONES (Det)

JUNIOR SEMI FINALS:

YOUNG IRELANDS (San Fran) 1-13 DONEGAL (Philly) 2-7
ST BRENDANS (Chicago) 1-12 WOLFE TONES(Det) 0-10

INTERMEDIATE SEMI FINALS

CUSACKS (San Fran) 2-10 YOUNG IRELAND (Philly) 0-13
MAYO (Boston) 1-18 ST JARLATHS (Cleveland) 1-15

SENIOR SEMI FINALS:

DONEGAL (Philly) 5-10 CORK (Boston) 0-10
HURLING SEMI FINALS:

TIPPERARY (Boston) 4-17  ERINS OWN (Chicago) 3-19
NA FIANNA (San Fran) 3-21 ST PATRICKS (LA) 2-16

LADIES SEMI FINALS:

JUNIOR FOOTBALL FINAL: YOUNG IRELANDS (SanFran) 1-14 ST BRENDANS (Chi) 0-12
INTERM FOOTBALL FINAL: CUSACKS (San Fran) 3-10 MAYO (Boston) 1-7

SENIOR FOOTBALL FINAL: DONEGAL (Philly) 1-12 WOLFE TONES (Chi) 0-5

SENIOR HURLING FINAL: TIPPERARY (Boston) 2-19 NA FIANNA (San Fran) 0-13
LADIES FOOTBALL FINAL: SAN FRANCISCO 3-7 NOTRE DAME (Philly) 2-6

MVP AWARDS: JUNIOR FOOTBALL VINCENT CLAFFEY (Young Irelands San Fran)
INTERMEDIATE F-BALL SEAN LISTON (Cusacks San Fran)
SENIOR FOOTBALL MARTIN McCONIGLE (Donegal Philly)
SENIOR HURLING DAMIEN CONSIDINE (Tipperary Boslon)
LADIES FOOTBALL ANN QUIRKE (San Francisco)
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