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N.A.C.B. PLAYOFFS.

This years N.A.C.B. Playoffs were held in San Francisco on Friday,
Saturday and Sunday of Labor Day Weekend.

They were arguably the most successful playoffs in recent years in
that there was a record number of twenty three teams competing for
five national titles.

The Host City left no stone unturned in their efforts to to insure
that the 1993 were a tremendous success.

THE GAMES:

The games commenced on the Friday afternoon at 1.15pm with four

games on the schedule. two ladies football and two Junior football
games were decided.

There were nine games scheduled for Saturday which were originally
scheduled to commence at 8am. On the previous evening the N.A.C.B.
decided to revise the schedule because of the many games scheduled
and because concern was expressed about completing the games prior

to darkness. The first game was re-scheduled to commence at 7.30am
with the last game set to start at 4.10pm. The half time break and
the length of time in between games was also reduced. These ad just-
ments meant. that the pames would finish one hour and fifty minutes
ahead of the original schedule.

As it transpired the games ran very close to being on schedule.

There were a number of reason for this, the first one being that
there were no draws at all on the saturday. Of primary importance

was the excellent transportation laid on to insure that all teams
arrived at the stadium in plenty of time for their scheduled game.

I feel however that the biggest factor within our control to ensure
that the games commenced on time was the system adopted for Card
Inspection.

The two motions passed at last years convention helped in no small
way to expedite the process. This year, the card inspection was com-
pleted prior to the end of each previous game, as opposed to the old
system of inspecting the cards after the end of each game and prior
to the start of the following game. The N.A.C.B. Registrar, Sean
Gannon done an excellent job in this regard. The excellent assistance
provided by John Boyle and John Flynn was invaluable. Their diplomatic
and professional approach in insuring that all teams were on the field
at least ten minutes prior to the end of each game was a revelation.
Without the cooperation of all the teams none of this would have been
possible. It is hoped that the system adopted in San Francisco will
be implemented at all future playoffs to insure the smooth running of
a very heavy "Saturday Schedule".

This years competitions were of a very high standard, especially at
Junior and Intermediate and Ladies Football level. That is not to

imply that the Senior competitions were poor, but they were not up

to the standard of previous years.

Of the eighteen games played over the three day weekend, the best three
games served up were arguable the first three finals played on the final
day of competition.

13




The three games i refer to were the Ladies Football Final, Junior
Football Final and the Intermediate Football Final. Never before
at previous playoffs were three consecutive finals of such high
standard.

In the Ladies football final, the San Francisco team retained their
title in this two year old competition. They narrowly defeated a
very good Chicago team. Even though the competition is only in its
second year, the standard has improved from last vear and i am sure
will continue to improve in the coming years. There is no doubt that
the ladies football teams have played a major part in improving many
aspects of the last two playoffs since they were accepted as full
members of the N.A.C.B.

In Junior Football, a total of six teams participated. Over the past
number of years this competition has been the most competitive of all
the competitions. This years series of games were no exception. It is
fair to say that as in previous years, the best two teams reached the
final of this competition.

In this years final, a San Francisco team: consisting of "all American
born players", defeated the Kevin Barry's team from Philadelphia in a
very entertaining final. The "Sons of Boru" -have been in existance for
only five years and have been runners up in their own division for the
past four years to the eventual N.A.C.B. Junior champions.

This years Intermediat competition saw the introduction of a New York
team for the first time. The New York Celtics were all American born
and were required to be under 21 as conditions for their participation
in the competition for a trial period. They played Mayo of Boston in
the first semi-final and had some fine individual performers but never
really matched the much more experienced Boston team.

The Final on Sunday between San Francisco, Young Ireland's and Mayo,
Boston was one of the most exciting games of football played in many
years at playoff level. The teams were deadlocked at the end of normal
time and the San Francisco team won by the narrowest of margins at the
end of overtime adding to the Junior title they won last season.

In Senior football, Donegal Philadelphia retained their title by defeat
ing Chicago Wolfe Tones in a game that never lived up to expectations.
Of the two semi finals, the game between San Francisco Michael Cusacks
and Ponegal Philadelphia was the most entertaining with Philadelphia
emerging the winner following a very good display by the Cusacks in
their first year competing at Senior level.

In Senior Hurling, Chicago Harry Bolands captured their tenth Senior
hurling title with very solid performances over San Francisco Na Fianna
in the semi-final and over Boston Galway in the final. Los Angeles St
Patricks were the other semi-finalist loosing out to the Boston team.
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TRANSPORTATION:

The transportation provided by the Western Divisional Board ran very
much on schedule with all teams making it to the park in time for their
games. The journey to and from the hotel and park took approximately
fifteen minutes each way which helped enormously towards the smooth
running of the schedule. Transportation was also provided to and from
the playoff banquet which also ran very smoothly. The three hotels

used by the playoff teams were located in very close proximity to the
airport where transport was provided by the Hotel Shuttle.

HOTELS:

The three hotels used "Ramada","Grosvenor” and "Holiday Inn" were
located in very close proximity to the Airport and approximately
fifteen minutes drive to Balboa Park and the city of San Francisco.
Some prior playoffs were tarnished by incidences in the Playoff
Hotels, this years playoff hotels reported no damage or incidences
over Lhe entire weekend.

AWARDS BANQUET:

This years Awards Banquet was a tremendous success for the Host City
with over Five Hundred people being seated for dinner and an additional
two hundred people joining the festivities later on in the evening.

Guest of Honor at the banguet was the "President Elect" of the G.A.A.
Jack Bootman from Ireland.

Team Trophies and medals were presented to each of the winning team
Captains with M.V.P. Awards being presented to individuals in each of
the five grades of competition.

The recipients were,

LADIES FOOTBALL Ann Quirk (San Francisco)
JUNIOR FOOTBALL Kevin Sullivan
"Sons of Boru" San Francisco
Barry Hughes
"Kevin Barrys" Philadelphia
INTERMEDIATE Ronan Mooney
"Young Irelands"
San Francisco

SENIOR FOOTBALL Dermot McNicholl
"Donegal" Philadelphia
SENIOR HURLING Tom Monaghan

"Harry Bolands" Chicago
Specila Merit Awards were also presented to the following people.

Michael Moriarty San Francisco, Thaigh Murphy Chicago, Owen Mahon Boston.

15




GAELIC ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION
NORTHE AMERICAN LEAGUE QTR. FINALS, SEMI-FINALS AND FINALS
BALBOA STADIUM, SAN FRANCISCO, CA. SEPTEMBER 3 - 5, 1993

FRIDAY
Ladies Football, Qtr. Finals Referee Goals Pts Wides Frees 50/70 Time
Philadelphia Val Xirwan 2 11 ? ? ? 1:1i5p
Detroit St. Anne's 1 5 ? ? ?
San Francisco Tom Regan 2 9 ? ? ? 2:30p
Boston 2 3 ? ? ?
Junior Football Qtr. Finals R. Murphy 3:50p
Florida 8t. Patricks 4 13 11 14 2
Boston Kerry 1 7 11 S 1
Phila K. Barry M.Killcullen 1 12 9 20 0 5:03p
Chicago Parnells 1 9 5 22 2
- e e e e et e e SATURDAY ~~ === e e e e e - ——
Ladies Football Semi-Finalg Val RKirwan 7:27a
Chicago Erin Rovers 5 3 11 19 c
Phila Emerald BEagles 1 6 7 32 1
Junior Football Semi-Finals Tom Regan 8:37a
San Frisco Sons of Boru 1 14 9 15 2
Detroit Wolfe Tones 0 S 7 20 1
Phila Kevin Barrys Val Kerwin 2 17 10 2d 2 9:48a
Florida St.Patricks 1 9 10 10 o
Intermediate Football Matt Killecullen ) 11:05a
San Frisco Young Irelands 3 21 8 22 G
Philadelphia Tyrone 0 7 7 13 1
Bogton Mayo Tom Byrne 1 18 16 17 1 12:15p
New York Celtics 0 3 9 15 ]
Senior Hurling Semi-Fipals John Guinan 1:29p
Boston Galway 4 14 10 16 o]
Los Angeles St. Patrick's 2 9 15 11 2
Chicago Harry Boland's John Guinan 3 14 12 15 0 4:00p
San Francisco Na Fianna 2 8 9 10 3
Senior Football Semi~Finale Richard Murphy 2:45p
Philadelphia Donegal 5 10 12 20 1
S8an Francisce Cusacks 2 10 14 20 2
Chicago Wolfe Tonas Richard Murphy 0 14 12 13 0 5:15p
Bogton Kerry 0 9 14 14 0
—_—— - - - == SUNDAY — = = e e e e —————
LADIES FOOTBALL FINAL TOM REGAW 11:00a
SAN FRANCISCO 2 9 19 28 1
CHICAGO ERIN ROVERS 3 1 9 19 1
JUNIOR POOTBALL FINAL MATT RILLCULLEN 12:13pP
SAN FRISCO SONS OF BORU 3 8 10 17 1
PHITADELPHYA KEVIN BARRY 1 10 9 16 4]
INTERMEDIATE FOOTBALL FINAL TOM BYRNE 1:30P
SAN FRANCISCO YOUNG IRELAND IN OT. 0 20 12 35 1
BOSTON MAYO 3 10 12 23 0
SENIOR HURLING FINAL JOHEN GUINAN 3:18P
CHICAGO EARRY BOLANDS 3 18 11 9 2
BOSTON GALWAY 1 13 7 15 1
EENIOR FOOTRALL FINAL RICHARD MURPEY 4:37P
PHILADELPHEIA DONEGAL 2 12 11 22 2
CHICAGO WOLFE TONES 0 7 6 24 1 5:146P

COMPILED BY DAN O'KENNEDY
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