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Chairman Pat Unaicke called the meeting to order by inviting the newly elected
board to address the Convention. He personally thanked all those delegates who
travelled and hoped that those involved would continue to be involved and work
towards the betterment of the G.A.A. in North America.

Register Brendan Lotty offered an apology to the American born players for not
being included in his report and assured them that their valuable contribution
to the N.A.C.B. would not be over looked in next years report.

President Peter Domnelly stated that N.A.C.B. started in Cleveland in
1951 and commented that the organization had came along way since that time. He
also commended the N.A.C.B. team who travelled to Ireland and thanked them for
putting America on the Gaelic map.

P.R.0. Eamom Kelly and V.Chairman Michael Feeny thanked everyone for the
honor of serving the N.A.C.B.

Treasurer Michael O'Comnor thanked all the people who bought $100 tickets and
particularly those clubs and individual within the Western and Central
Divisions who between them had sold 60% of the total number of tickets
sold. Unfortunately,some Divisions and clubs made no or very meager attempts to
sell tickets but,despite this,the draw would go on today and that tickets were
still available.

Secretary Paddy Rooney stated that the key to being secretary was communication,
and that he would make every attempt to keep the clubs informed through their
Divisional Secretaries.

Playoff committee members Mike Scanlon and Barry Costello thanked everyone for
their support during the playoffs in Chicago and hoped to see them all return
next year.

MOTIONS
Motion 1. Conventians to be held at cities with affiliated clubs,unless there is
a sponsor. ( Boston Galway GFC ).

Motion ruled in order by Motion Committee.

Sean Lyons stated that the convention should be held in cities with affiliated
clubs as this would help the G.A.A. in these cities; Also,by having clubs in
these cities,it would make hotel and transportation arrangements easier as there
would be someone from our own organization to talk to in the event of there
being any problems with bookings,etc.

Paudric Kemnedy asked the question, that if a sponsor was found and a city with
affiliated clubs also wanted to host the convention,then where would we go?

Joe Lydon stated as the motion was worded it should go to the sponsor city.
Paudric Kemnedy asked what the sponsor would be liable for?

Sean Lyons said that the sponsor city would be liable for the hotel rooms and
the convention lunch.



John Berry, pointec out that as the motion was vritten a city like Boston could
not hold the convention in Braintree as it was outside the city.

Tam Farrelly agreed with John Berry's statement and added that the motion should
be amended to read Divisions instead of cities as the motion is written it
excludes a lot of attractive cities.

Owen Treacy stated that the motion as written would hurt the convention as
people to come the convention sometimes because of the city it is in,and that
as written,it would mean that if Florida wanted to host the Convention then it
would have to be in Pompino Beach.

Sean Lyons then accepted an amendment to the motion so that it would read as
follows.

Convention to be held in Divisions with affiliated clubs, umless there is a
sponsor. ( Motion passed as amended ).

Motion 2. That the N.A.C.B. County Convention be held in a city that has
affiliated G.A.A. clubs. ( Boston Kerry GFC ).

The speaker on the motion stated that in the selection of Convention cities
common sense should prevail and that by going to cities with affiliated clubs,
some of the businesses that support these clubs would receive a token of
gratitude for their support through out the year.

The motion was then withdrawn.

Motion 3. That the 1995 Convention be held in Atlantic City N.J.
( Philadelphia Young Irelands ).

Chris Murray then submitted a motion that the 1995 Convention be held in
Detriot.

John Hehir stated that he was at a convention in Atlantic City 3 years ago and
had experienced difficulty in obtaining a flight fram Boston and ended up flying
a small airline named Spirit.

Joe Lydon stated that in the spirit of motion 1, the convention should be held
in Detroit.

Tom Farrelly stated that the Philadelphia Divisional Board would be hosting the
convention and that Atlantic City was part of their jurisdiction.
After a vote Atlantic City was selected for the 1995 convention.

Pat Uniacke then asked for motions for the 1996 playoffs. Chicago, San
Francisco, Boston, and Washington all requested the 1996 playoffs.
Chicago then withdrew and after a vote,Boston was selected for the 1996 playoff.

Motion 4. That no player registered in the N.A.C.B. be allowed to play in New
York campetitions. Penalty: ane month suspension.
(Philadelphia Mayo GFC ).

Ruled in order by the motion committee.




Tom Farrelly said that this motion was put in to make base players the same as
sanctioned players. :

Owen Treacy stated that the motion would put the N.A.C.B. in line with Croke
Park.

Joe Ryan thought that the suspension should be increased.

Chairman Pat Uniacke said that in accordance with the Official Guide the
penalty was 3 months and that chairman and secretary would also be liable for
suspension.

Keiran Keenan said that some players only opportunity of competitive football
was in New York.

Liam Mc Kenna stated that in Florida good players didn't get any competitive
football and that the only place they could get this was New York.

Brendan Lotty said that if a player wanted to play in New York then he should
register in New york and if a player wanted to play in N.A.C.B. then he should
register and play solely in the N.A.C.B.

Danny O'Donnell stated that when a player goes to New York and gets hurt, then
it is the N.A.C.B.team that ends up looking after him. The N.A.C.B.should not be
supplying New York with players and that the talent should be kept in the
N.A.C.B. Danny further stated that the penalty should be more because a player
could go up to New York in September,take the 3 months suspension and still be
eligible to play in the N.A.C.B. the following season. For this reason,the
penalty should be 1 year.

Tom Regan said that part of the problem with New York was not knowing who was
sent off or suspended.

Jeff Butler remarked that when a player gets hurt in New York, it was his
N.A.C.B. club that had to foot the bill.

Robbie Griffin asked that the motion be amended so that it would only be in
effect up until the end of the N.A.C.B. playoffs.

Kieran Pitzgibbon asked how the motion would be enforced? He further
expressed a fear that some individual player and club would get "hammered" by
this motion.

Maureen Dougherty said that the proof could be obtained from the papers.

Hugh Duggan asked that the motion be amended to the current year.

The motion was then put to a vote with the only amendment being that the penalty
be changed from 1 month to 3 months.



Motion passed as follows: That no player registered in the N.A.C.B. be allowed
to play in New York competitions. Pemalty 3 months suspension.

Motion 5. That the N.A.C.B. adopt a policy that when a home base player wants to
transfer within the N.A.C.B. that the player loses playing eligibility for one
year, unless the club which the player is leaving agrees to the tramsfer. If
the player so wishes, the player shall be granted a hearing by the Divisiaonal
Board with both clubs involved, unless the club which the player is leaving
agrees to the transfer. ( Boston Kerry GFC ).

Joe Lydon state that the motion committee had ruled this motion out of order
but that the club who proposed the motion should be allowed to address the
convention on the issue of the motion.

Robbie Griffin addressed the convention by saying that home based players were
being offered substantial benefits to transfer from one club to another and that
some clubs were getting a raw deal in that players they had invested in were now
loaving because of enticements from other clubs.

John O'Brien stated that a player cannot be denied a transfer.

The Chairman then stated that the motion was out of order and that the delegate
was only bringing the issue to light. He further stated that a transfer cannot
be refused but that a club with a grievance has 14 days fram the time of the
transfer to raise any objections they might have to the N.A.C.B.

Robbie Griffin stated that clubs were getting hurt by players leaving them
because of enticements from other clubs an3 that something should be done to
protect the club from which the players are leaving.

Jeff Butler said that the tools are already there to deal with the problem and
that the County Board can turn down a transfer application.

Chairman then stated that if the transfer is not signed it becomes effective
after 14 days. He further stated that the N.A.C.B. would address the issue.

Motion 6. New teams starting are only allowed two transfers fram established
clubs. ( Boston Galway GFC ).

Ruled out of order by the motion committee.

Motion 7 & 8 were takem together.
Motion 7. That the affiliation date be March 15th.
Motion 8. That the home base cut-off date be March 15th.
( Both motions sulmitted by Chicago Parnells GFC ).
Motions ruled in order by motion committee.

Delegate fram Parnells stated that the reason for the problems with the
intercity transfers was that there are more players out from Ireland and so
clubs have to supply more work etc. and that this motion would protect the
clubs. :

Tom Farrelly stated that the reason for moving to April 15th was because




work was more plentiful at this time than March 15th

Tom Keenan stated that the G.A.A. is for people in the N.A.C.B. and that we
should not be exporting the game from Ireland.

Motions 7 & 8 voted an together; motions lost.

Motion 9. Final date for registration for Official Sanction players, other than
for students and teachers, shall be June 8th.
( Chicago John Mc Brides GFC ).

Motion ruled in order by motion committee.

Mossy O'Connor stated that the motion was an attempt to try and cut out the
bidding wars over players and to limit the "superstars" playing one club off
again another.

Bill Cox said that the student clause of the motion would lead to a loop hole as
anybody could register as a student.

Brendan Lotty said that the motion would hurt players involved in club
championships at home who still have their County involved in the All Ireland.

Motion was put to a vote and lost.

Motion 10. That the N.A.C.B. regulation 7(b) be amended to read: "In senior and
intermediate football, each team shall have no more than 3 summer visitor
players on the field at any one time". ( Philadelphia Y. Irelands GFC ).

Motion ruled in order by motion committee.

John Berry said that this motion would strengthen our base players and that it
would cut out the bidding wars over the "superstars"”

Motion lost

Motion 11. That N.A.C.B. Bylaw 11(d) be amended to read:" A player
Official Sanction, once he returns to Ireland ( except in the case of the
of a brother,sister, or parent, or for reason specified at the time
registration to the Divisional Board ) cannot in the same year return to
N.A.C.B. Inc area to play in N.A.C.B. campetition.

( Philadelphia Kevin Barrys GFC ).

This motion was ruled out off order by the motions committee but upon being
questioned by Paddy Rooney it was found to be in order.

Paddy Rooney explained that the idea of the motion was to cover sanctioned
players who would have to return to Ireland for reasons other than deaths, such
as students for exams or weddings,etc.

John O'Brien expressed his fear that this would open up a whole new" can of
worms" which we do not need at this time.

Motion lost.



that these players have not played in more than
year. ( Boston Kerry GFC ).

Motion ruled out of order by motion committee.

Robbie Griffin briefly spoke on the motion saying that at the start of the
championship some players who are not of senior status have to play senior to
make up the team and cannot move back down in grade,resulting in no more
football that year.

Motion 13. Delegate to Congress: Two officers of the N.A.C.B., one delegate from
each Division. ( Boston Galway GFC ).

Ruled out of order by motions committee as we only have 6 votes at congress and
motion would mean 10 travelling to Congress.

Motion 14. A competition in minor level that will provide a county championship
minor final at the N.A.C.B. shall be set up.
( San Francisco Shannon Rangers ).

John O'Flynn said that the association should set goals to promote the minor
competition within the N.A.C.B. and that by doing this,it would expand the
horizons of Gaelic games in North America.

Chris Murray stated that the current Junior championships started out as an
underage team 15 years ago.

John O'Brien said that there should be at least 2 grades of under age football.
Brendan Lotty asked for clarification on age limits and registration process.

John O'Flynn said that in San Francisco the board governed the kids, teams and
coaches.

Chairman Pat Uniacke asked Jeff Butler if there would be an under age team in
Chicago for the next playoffs. Jeff Butler replied that he did not foresee any
problem with this. The Chairman then stated that all Divisions would be eligible
to campete at minor level.

Dan O'Kennedy said that we should create a situation to promote the game from
within and that a minor competition would be a good on going change.

John O'Brien stated that it was tried before to pramote under age football but
that this chairman should make the creation and establishment of under age
football within the N.A.C.B. his legacy.

Harry Costello asked how these teams would be funded?
Chairman stated that they would be funded the same as any other club and would

be entitled to their share of the playoff money. The Chairman then asked that
each Division should appoint one delegate to promote minor football in their
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city.

Motion 15. Regulation no.14, objections,counter objections and appeals during

playoff weekends shall be amended as follows.

14 a. All appeals pertaining to quarter finals and/or semifinals must be lodged

vith the N.A.C.B. secretary within 30 minutes of receipt of the decision in

vriting from the N.A.C.B. sub-committee which heard the abjection or counter

abjection.

14 b. All appeals pertaining to playoff finals must be lodged with the

N.A.C.B. secretary within 4 days of receipt of the decision in writing from the

N.A.C.B. sub-camittee which heard the objection or the counter objection.
( San Francisco Nacmh Padraig HC ).

Motions sub-camnittee ruled these motions in order but recommended that the
time in 14b should be changed from 4 days to 30 minutes.

Harry Costello said that there was only a need for one motion as the second one
covered the first.

Owen Treacy stated that he was unaware of a provision for a sub-comittee and
that he thought that the American board should handle it.

Chairman said that the reason for a sub-committee was to ensure that a club had
2 "shots" at justice.

Owen Treacy said that an objection would take away from the dinner dance.

Chairman stated that the primary job of the board was to administer the rules
and that if this meant that they would be late for dinner then so be it. He
further added that the motions committee had recommended that the time be
changed from 4 days to 30 minutes so that appeals could be heard that night and
save clubs the expense of later airfares.

The amendment to the motion was accepted by the Nacawh Padraigs and the motion
passed.

Motion 16. That all ladies football teams be considered senior status.
Motion passed.
Motion 17. That a ladies all star team be considered to travel to Ireland.

Chairman stated that due to the enormous expense involved,it was not even sure
that a mens team would be travelling and that at this time,the motion could not
be considered.

Motion 18. That the ladies and junior teams be given better time slots during
the playoff weekend.

Berni Malone expressed that the ladies and junior teams got non prime time slots
and that more consideration should be given to them.

Chairman stated that the N.A.C.B. were lucky to have the use of 2 fields in
Chicago but that in other cities there may only be 1 and that the draws are made
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by the N.A.C.B. and cannot be affected by a motion.
Joe Lydon said that to an extent times can be changed to accommodate teams.

Andrev Healy said that caommon sense should prevail.

Motion 19. That on playoff weekends all sanction players must have proof of
eligibility to play. ( Chicago Cu Chmlains EC ).

Chairman stated that the onus on the player to prove anything only concerns the
28 days at the minute.

Maureen Dougherty said that she thought it was illegal to ask for a passport.

John O'Brien stated that if the proof was in the passport then it should be
used.

The question was then asked if the new board was going to investigate the 3
players involved in the hurling issue.

Chairman stated that the new board would accept the recammendations of the old
board to further investigate the hurling issue as stipulated by the old board.

Maureen Dougherty asked the question as to where do you begin to investigate
teams? She s2id that she had been aware of irregularities in some teams.

Chairman stated that any board officer could call for an investigation and that
if the motion was seconded the investigation would proceed.

Tam Farrelly then asked Maureen Dougherty to name these teams so that they might
defend themselves.

Harry Costello then put a motion on the floor to let the N.A.C.B. draft a bylaw
on the issue as this had worked well in the case of the junior and intermediate
competitions.

Pat O'Connor in reference to the hurling,issue said that there were 7 players in
violation and that same of these were blatant.

Richard Maxley said that he was sick of his club being dragged through the dirt
and that if anyone had any proof that now was the time to put it on the table.

Chairman then reminded the floor to stick to the motion.

Bernard Branigan said that all players on vwhite cards should show their
passports.

Sean Gannon said that if a team thinks a player is illegal then that team should
ask the player for proof before the game starts.

Jeff Butler assured the board that there were no illegal players in Chicago.
Motion on the floor was then amended to read: All sanctioned players in the

playoff weekend, upon an objection being lodged, must shov their passport as
proof of eligibility to play. It was agreed that the board would fine tune the
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wording of the motion. Motion passes.

Joe Lydan asked the Chairman where these motion had came fram and why they had
not be given to the motion committee.

Chairman said that he was not aware when the motions were submitted but assured
delegates that next year all motions and naminations would be in 2 weeks prior
to the convention.

Joe Lydan asked the chair if the Hurling investigation was over.

Chairman answered by saying that the sub-committee had recammended to further
investigate 3 players

Joe Lydan asked if it was the club or the players being investigated?
Chairman said that the players were being investigated and that the clubs
involvement was pending.

Motion 20. That the N.A.C.B. registration be increased to $500.
( Dopegal Philadelphia ).

Brendan Lotty said that the board was in need of money if it wishes to send a
team to Ireland in 3 years. This motion would cut out the need for the $100
draw.

John O'Brien said that $500 was a lot of money and may hurt same of the smaller
clubs. He further added that the treasury was healthy enough and that future
needs should be met when the time comes.

Rarry Costello asked to amend the motion from $500 to $400.

Bernard Branigan said that 2 Divisions had sold most of the draw tickets and
that there should have been a penalty for those clubs who did not sell any
tickets.

Owen Treacy stated that this motion was unfair to junior clubs and that perhaps
it should only be levied on senior clubs. Bugh Duggan agreed with this.

Motion was then amended to $400 for all clubs.

Before the motion was put to a vote Sean Gannon stated that St.Pats Cleveland
had sold 11 draw tickets and that to raise the registration would be unfair.
Motion lost.

Dan O'Kemnedy then read out Resolutions on Irish Unity. It was agreed to adapt
these.( See last page ).

Manus Connors reported on the playoffs. He recammended that perhaps the hotels
could be closer and maybe limited to 2. All major cities should boock 40 rooms
for their travelling teams well in advance. The problems with the buses were due
to the bus company and not the Chicago board. He also recammended that it was
the responsibility of the clubs to inform the playoff cammittee of their needs
well in advance.

Jeff Butler assured the convention that the Chicago board was awvare of the
problems and was already working on them. He also asked clubs to book their
rooms early.
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It was agreed to keep the trophy won in Ireland in Gaelic Park and that
Divisions could borrow it when needed.

The Micheal Cusasks then expressed their disappointment in the quality of the
medals they received from the N.A.C.B.

Chairman stated that there had been a problem with the medals and that he would
look into it.

John O'Brien suggested that the N.A.C.B. should get their own logo and that if
they wanted to design their own medal then he could assist in the die casting
of it.

Chairman stated that he would look into it.

John O'Brien asked if the board was going to obtain a 5013c Federal tax I.D.
number which would enable organizations sponsoring G.A.A. events to write off
their donation.

Dan O'Kennedy stated that he was involved in 2 organizations and both had 5013c
tax I.D. numbers, both of these organizations had since been audited by the IRS.
He personally thought that we would be better of with out it.

Chairman stated that the board would look into the matter further.

Jeff Butler then stated that there was a benefit in Flanagans for an Irishman
from New Orleans who was hurt in an accident.

Michael O'Connor then stated that the drav would take place after mass and that
there were still plenty of tickets left.

MOTION TO ADJOURN LEO MOHAN PHILADELPHIA.

During the mass the souls of all those Gaels no longer with us were prayed for,
particularly those that died in 1994, Peter Farrelly Philadelphia,Nicky Kermeally
Boston, Maureen Maher Boston, Mike Flammary Nev York, Timmy Kelly Boston, Packy
Trainor Detriot, Kevin Maher and Chris O'Shea Los Angeles.

After mass the draw took place and the results are as follows:
1st prize Philip Farrelly and Andy Gilligan Philadelphia.
2nd prize Denis and Dave O'Reefe San Francisco.

3rd prize Cyril Hackett San Francisco.

4th prize John Molloy Boston.

5th prize John lalor and Pat Durnin Philadelphia.

6th prize Julie Bligh Boston.

7th prize Tony McNamara Chicago.

8th prize Willie Rushe Chicago.
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RESOLUTION FOR SUBMISSION TO TEE GAA NORTH AMERICAM BOARD COMNVENTION
HELD AT NEW ORLEANS - MOVEMBER 4 - 6, 1994

WHEREAS: Both Republicans and Loyalists have ceased their military operations
in the North of Ireland, the only armed activity is by the British army, the
Royal Irish Regiment and the Royal Ulster Constabulary; and

WHEREAS: The presence of <those forces and their bDehavior in certain
nationalist areas is a serious threat to peace: and

WHEREAS; The insistence of the British in maintaining a Unionist veto over
any constitutional change in their undemocratic statlet is not acceptable and
shall not bring peace or justice to the long suffering people in occupied
Ireland; and

WHEREAS: The continuing hostility of pro-British elements toward nationalists
including members of the Gaelic Athletic Association in the 8ix Counties is
a major cause for concern calling for widespread publicity and condemnation
for such anti-social conduct: and

WHEREAS; The continued occupation of the GAA grounds at Crossmaglen, Co.
Armagh is an cutrageous infringement of the civil liberties and the rights of
a whole community especially the local GAA Rangers club;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the North American County Board in Convention
assembled at New Orleans on this the FPifth Day of MNovember, 1994 both as an
.organization and as individuals join with kindred organisations in protesting
the continued military operations of the British forces especially where it
directly affects the lives and property of the GAA;

BE IT RESOLVED: That the MACB take full advantage of the service offered by
the Irish American Information Service to publicize the injustices that
continue in the North despite the ceasefire;

BE IT PURTHER RESBOLVED: That the GAA use its considerable influence with
Irish Festival Committees in their respective cities to provide facilities
that will help to educate the public and thereby advance the peace process in
Ireland; :

BR IT FINALLY RESOLVED; That copies of this Resolution be circulated to all
clubs in the North American County Board, to Central Council in Dublin, to An
Taciseach and to the Department of Foreign Affairs and their Us Consulates,
to the Irish and Irish American media and through the Irish American
Information BService network.

Respectfully Ssubmitted,
v o2 ) i ’42:}-\ /AUC
G ' ey Ko Uffian TR

Working For Peace With Justice In A United Ireland




