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MINUTES OF 1995 CONVENTION PART ONE

Chairman Pat Uniacke opensd the convention by welcoming all
.present to Atlantic City and extended a special welcome to Jack
‘Boothman Uachtaran Cumann Luthchleas Gael.

Tom farrelly on behalf of the Philadelphia Board welcomed all
present and informed them that lunch would be served at 1:00pm.

Dan O'Kennedy was then called upon to read the invocation.

Pat Uniacke Chairman then called for a moments sil'ence to
remember all those Gaels who are no longer with us including the
following; Maureen Doherty, Pat Daly and son, Liam O'Briens

father, John Monaghan, Jim O'Shea, Denis Rahlar, Martin Butler,
Mike Kinelly.

Standing orders were then adopted.

The minutes of the previous convention were the reviewed. Motion
to accept Part 1 Jeff Butler , and Robbie Griffin . passed.

Part 2. Joe Lydon questioned how motion 5 which had been ruled
out of order in New Orleans, how did it become a regulation.

Pat Uniacke replied by stating that it was 1left at the
convemtion in New Orleans that the N.A.C.B. would address the
issue and that it was within the powers of a County Board to
make regulations for the protection of clubs.

Joe TLydon then questioned motion 19 concerning passports. Joe
stated that what was passed in New Orleans was not the current
bylaw.

Pat Uniacke stated that the convention had 1eft it to the
N.A.C.B. to " fine tune " ths motion.

Joe Lydon stated that he was totally against the motion and had
questioned the legality of it.

Pat Uniacke stated that the motion was on solid legal ground and
that documentation was availzble to prove this. He reminded Joe
that copies of the legal advice sought on the issue, the letter
from the Vice Consulate of Ireland Ciaran Byrne, and the Central
Council minutes at which the issue had passed were all sent to
the N.E.D.B. Officers and clubs.

John Donnellan Officer N.E.D.B. then raised a question which was
ruled out of order as he was under suspension,

Joe Lydon questioned the suspension of John Donnellan. Out of
order.
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A motion was the put by Mossey O'Connor and seconded by Tom
Connelly to accept the 1994 minutes part 2 . Motion passed.

.Joe Lydon asked when the 1995 year was over. He said that the
playing season was over.

Pat Uniacke stated that the 1995 season was over with the

completion of old business just prior to the election of
Officers.

Secretary's report. adopted Bertie Penny and Sean Gilligan.

Treasurer Report. After questions from Joe Lydon and Paddy
McDevitt report adopted. Sean Lyons and Micky Joe Murphy.

Registers report adopted Mossey O'Connor and Gerry McKnight.
P.R.O. report adopted Mick Keating and Pat Bligh.

MINOR BOARD REPORT:

John O'FLYNN stated that originally there were 6 cities involved
but only 3 could make it to playoffs. Chicago, San Francisco and
Cleveland. He thanked Joe Begley and Sean Gannon, the N.A.C.B.,
Gaelic park for the cup and for the Dinner Dance tickets.

Sean Cannon stated that the Minor program in Cleveland was a
success and that the future of adult teams particularly in the
Mid-West depended on successful minor programs.

Joe Begley stated that he was a little disappointed in Chicago
but hoped that next year with the involvement of more people the

program would be more successful. He also thanked those
involved.

Pat Uniacke thanked the individuals involved and urged more
cities to get involved in underage football as this was our
future.

A.0.B.

Dan O'Kemmedy with reference to the N.A.C.B. awards suggested
that it should be reduced from 3 to 1 as the awards committee
had pretty much caught up and that he felt that giving 3 out
each year was now taking away from the award itself.

Pat Uniacke stated that this would be a matter for new business.,

Jeff Butler on behalf of the Central Division thanked everyone
who attended the playoffs and wished Boston the same success
that they had enjoyed. He also congradulated all the competing
and specially thanked Harry Costello for the job he did in
running the playoffs in Chicago. He went on to read a list of
proposal from Harry regarding the playoffs.

1. NO TRAVELLING SATURDAY.

2. All DIVISIONAL FINALS PLAYED AT LEAST 2 WEEKS PRIOR TO THE
PLAYOFFS. ;

3. MINOR TEAMS SHOULD GET FINANCIAL SUPPORT.

4. DIFFERENT LEVEL OF COMPETITION.

5. INCREASE PIAYOFF FEE TO $15000.
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Danny O'Donnelly asked if there was anything done about the
incident following the semi-final senior game between the Wolfe
Tone and Donegal Philadelphia.

Pat Uniacke stated that ‘the referees report hand not been turned
in and that attempts had been made to obtain it and that as soon
as it is obtained action will be taken.

In his closing address the chairman Pat Uniacke stated that this
had been the most successful year yet for the N.A.C.B. He
thanked Rer Lingus for supplying 2 fares for Congress. Pat also
commented on the success of the Pre-playoff meeting and
suggested that all Divisions should attend.

as these meeting were most productive. Pat went on to say that
the playoff were a hugh success and that they were the biggest
yet. He congratulated all the participating teams,Gaelic Park
and the Central Division for making the playoffs so successful.

CONCLUSION OF OLD BUSINESS.
MINUTES OF 1995 CONVENTION PART 2.

The role call for votes was taken and.a total of 144 votes were
counted. :

Convention Chairman, Jeff Butler.

Convention Secretary, Paddy Rooney,

Tellers, Johnny Barrett, Pat Riordan, Emer O'Brien and Marie
Walsh. X

CHATRMAN: PAT UNIACKE 88, TOM FARRELLY 56.

V.CHATRMAN. MIKE FEENY 88, CHRIS MURRAY 56.

SECRETARY. PADDY ROONEY 97, LIAM O'BRIEN 47.

TREASURER. MIKE O'CONNOR S0, MIKE FLANAGAN 47, 7 SPOILED.
REGISTRAR. SEAN GANNON 81, BRENDAN LOTTY 62,1 SPOILED.

P.R.0O. EAMONN KELLY .

HONORARY PRESIDENT. PETER DONNELLY. ( JEFF BUTLER DECLINED).

NEW BUSINESS.

After being swore in by Jack Boothman all the newly elected
officers thank all those who voted for them. Chairman Pat
Uniacke then turned the meeting over to the guest speaker Jack
Boothman.

Among the many topics covered by Jack Boothman ranging from his
delight to see Ladies Football involved and voting to the
construction of the new stand, the one of most interest was the
issue of sanctions and that suggestion of players playing in
other counties illegally. Jack stated that the original sanction
was given to benefit young people and students who wanted to
come to America to work for the summer, sadly now this was not
the case and that the system was being abused, clubs and
counties were losing players and the perception of American
clubs was changing for the worst. In closing Jack said that
through the years the overseas units had provided a home away
from home for young Immigrants and that the Association was

growing on a global scale.




PLAYOFFS FOR 1996

Joe Lydon then give the following arrangements which had been
made for the playoffs.

HOTEL; Park Plaza hotel $89 a night including tax.

BANQUET: $50 a ticket in the hotel.

GAMES; At Dilboy Field.

TRAVEL TIME: Airport to hotel 5 minute, hotel to field 15-20
minutes.

When asked about the second field Joe Lydon replied that when
they put in for the playoff they were not told that they needed
2 fields. He then presented a time schedule for games and stated
that if needed lights could be supplied. '

Pat Uniacke asked if the N.E.D.B. could come up with another
field. ‘ 3 :

Joe Lydon stated that when they applied for playoff only needed
one field, now it was unfair to the N.E.D.B. to be asked to come
up with a second field.

Andrew Healy suggested that the N.E.D.B. be given time to come
up with a second field.

Tom Pervis asked if Chicago was still available and it was found
out that it was available. '

Pat Uniacke stated that if only one field available then there
could not be any % finals played.

Tom Farrelly stated that the only place for the playoffs was
Chicago.

Pat Uniacke stated that he would let the convention decide if
they wanted to play on one field.

Gerry Burns stated that the Springfield pitch was available.

Pauric Kennedy stated that the N.E.D.B. had a valid point in
that at the time they applied for the playoffs only one field
was needed and that to this end the N.E.D.B. be given 90 days to
come up with a second field.

Joe Lydon stated that he would not accept this motion.

Owen Treacy said that the playoffs should be given to Boston and
that we should get on with it.

Pat Uniacke again asked the convention if it was prepared to
play on one field. :

Joe Lydon stated that at this time they were prepared to play on
one field.

Robbie Griffin stated that there was no reason why they cannot
come up with 2 fields in Boston.

The motion as submitted be Pauric Kennedy was put to a vote and

it was passed to give the N.E.D.B. 90 days to come up with a
second field other wise the games would be in Chicago.



Mike Scanlon suggested that perhaps the banquet had out done
itself and that we should examine other possibilities.

MOTIONS.
- Motion 14 dealing with players from the N.A.C.B. playing in

New York were ruled out of order as they were in conflict with
official guide rule 33.

Motion 5 dealing with limiting visiting players on senior and
intermediate teams was withdrawn as the speaker was absent.

Motion 6 dealing with reducing summer visitor players on senior
and intermediate teams to 3, passed.

Donal Keane a speaker on the motion stated that football should
be for players here and not for players from Ireland. He further
stated that it was important to encourage home base players
here.

Danny O'Donnelly asked for a count on the vote. 93 for 31
against.

Motion 7 dealirig with visiting players on senior and
intermediate teams was withdrawn.

Motion 8 regquesting clarification on the passport issue with
regards to it legality was clarified.

Motion 9 and 10 asking that bylaw 11f dealing with the showing
of passports be abolished

Owen Treacy stated that the bylaw as written was not that as
passed at the convention and" that we should get rid of it.

Joe Lydon stated that now that the number of visiting players
was dovn to 3 that there was no need for it .

Donal Keane felt that at one time there was a lot of abuse of
the rules concerning visiting players. He thought that the
examination of passports was an infringement on privacy.

Pat Uniacke stated that the convention floor would decide the
issue. '

Tom Dolan stated that they submitted the original motion and
that if it is legal it should be used, players do not have
problems showing it in bars. He further added that they lost an
American league final playing against a team that had players in
violation of their sanction.

Danny O'Donnell stated that bylaw should go.

Eamonn Gillick stated that we had brought the situation on
ourselves and that if the bylaw took care of the problem then it
should stay.

Jeff Butler stated that the bylaw was a good one but that it
should only be used in objections.

Owen Treacy stated that the bylaw required the players to prove
their innocence first and that this was wrong.




Bertie Penny stated that the bylaw was fine.
Tom Dolan stated that it works and that it should stay.
Motion failed to get 2/3 majority.

Motion 11 and 12 dealing with sanction deadlines. Motion 12 with
a date of June 20th was withdrawn in favor of motion 11 with a
date of July 1st.

Tom Connelly stated that it would help promote the football here
and not in Ireland.

Donal Keane said that by moving the date it would still give the
players which the rule is intented for to apply, but would cut
out some of the superstars. ; S

Jim Lambe stated that some students did not finish until after
that date and that in Pittsburgh they nceded all the time they
could get.

Sean Gilligan stated that the date should be left the way it
is.

Tom Cillcullan stated that we had already limited visiting
players to 3 and that this motion was further restricting these
players.

Motion failed to meet 2/3 majority.

Motion 13 reguesting piayers questioned by clubs to appear in
front of the board 3 days prior to the game.

Tom Griffin stated that it would put the burden of proof on the
clubs that were violating the rule.

Motion lost.

Motion 14 dealing with county players not being issued
sanctions.

Mike Scanlon stated that the motion would cut out a lot of the
problems occurring now.

Tom Reagan raised the question would this motion include a
player who was on a county panel but did not play?

Eamonn Gilligan stated that it should be a member of county
team not panel.

Amendment made to motion" no player who has played county
championship shall be eligible for a sanction.

Motion lost.

Motion 15 regarding the registration of all first time transfers
and sanctions was withdrawn.

Motion 15b restricting the number of white card players on a
given team lost.



Motion 15c concerning a $50 registration fee for each white card
player was withdrawn.

Motion 16 and 16c. concerning the forwarding times of
registration material were both withdrawn after comment by
Pauric Kennedy that this material should be turned around
quicker. ’

Motion 17 requesting that green card players should renew their
cards every 3 years with a new photograph on it.

John Laffety stated that the problem had arisen in Chicago when
players who had photographs taken when they were much younger
were now hardly recognizable from their photographs.

Mike Murphy stated that even though this would apply to about 60
players in his club it was a good idea.

Motion passed.

Motion 18a. and 18b concerning Divisional and City senior and
intermediate teams were both withdrawn.

Motion 19. that all Divisional Finals should be played at least
2 weeks prior to the playoffs.

Andrew Healy said that this would give clubs and individuals
time to prepare for playoffs. He further suggested that a
Division that does not do this should be find $500.

Tom O'Brien said that this should be upto the individual
Divisions.

Sean Gilligan stated that this would tie down the Divisions even
further.

Motion lost.

Motion 20 concerning teams not fulfilling all their scheduled
2merican League games be fined $500.

Motion ruled out of order in conflict with rule 102 of the
official guide.

Jim Carmody stated that the motion would force teams to fulfill
their commitment.

Motion 21. concerning the establishment of Junior Hurling
Championship. .

Martin Doherty said that the establishment of Junior Hurling
would help the game survive in the weaker hurling cities and may
stimulate new club in some cities.

Motion 22 stating that the junior hurling competition be set up
with the same guide lines as junior football.
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Both motion were taken together.

Liam O'Brien asked if these would be divisional or club teams.
Pat Uniack? replied that they would be club teams.

Gerry McKnight stated that Philadelphia would probably enter a
team.

Motions passed.

Motion 23 concerning ladies teams getting a bye in successive
years was withdrawn.

Motion 24 concerning the establishment of Girl under 18
footbhall. 2

John O'Flynn said that Gaelic games were among the greatest
games played but the least promoted. It was now time to promote
the game for our daughters as well as our sons.

Motion passed.

Motion 25 stating that the convention should only be held in
cities with affiliated clubs.

Robbie Griffin stated that if the convention is held in cities
with Affiliated clubs then it would help promote the games there
as well as supporting some of the local businesses that support
the clubs.

Motion passed.

Motion 26 concerning the 1997 playoffs in Southern California
was withdrawn. E

Motion 27 concerning the 1997 playoffs in San Francisco passed.

At this point a motion to suspend standing orders was put so
that a venue for the 1996 convention could be voted upon and one
motion from Chicago Erin Rovers concerning ladies football could
be heard.

Candidates for the 1996 convention were Orlando and
Springfield. Orlando winning after vote was taken.

Motion from Erin Rovers concerning the limiting to 3 summer
visitor players for ladies football passed.

A.0.B.

Hotels in Chicago.

The issue of damage done in the Chicago hotels was brought
up. Hotel where the damage was done was occupied by Boston and
Philadelphia clubs.

Gerry McKnight stated that the damage done in specific rooms
vhich could be tied down to individuals and individual clubs
should be paid but the bills for such things as gum being put in
a cigarette machine or damage done to an outside light should
not be paid unless they can prove who did it.
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Joe Lydon stated that it was the responsibility of the hotel to
pursue this individuals etc for the damages and not the business
of the N.A.C.B. or the Chicago Board.

. Gerry McKnight said that they had ordered double rooms and only
received singles.

Tom Connelly suggested that the issue be resolved as these
hotels were near Gaelic Park and we may want to use them again.

Mike Flanagan said that this was the price of doing business and
that the hotel had insurance etc.

Tom Connelly stated that the bill should be paid if we want to
have the convenience of these hotels.

Sean Gilligan said that teams must be heid responsible .
Mike Murphy proposed that the bill be paid.

Owen Tracy was strongly against payment being made for general
damages.

Martin Doherty said that the message should be sent and that the
clubs should be responsible. :

Bertie Penny proposed that all clubs should split the bill.

Andrew Healy stated that no\ damage was done by any Washington

players and that they were not going to pay for something they
did not do. :

Joe Begley said that Harry Costello worked hard on the playoff
arrangements and that he had to face the music from the hotel.

It was then agreed that the issue be tabled until such time as
the board has a chance to discuss the issue with the Chicago
Board and Harry Costello.

The resolution as subt;titted by Dan O'Kennedy was adopted.
INTERNATIONAY, COMPETTITION.

Pat Uniacke stated that at the overseas meeting a tentative
commitment was made to defend the Championship. He went on to
add that an altermative method of funding would have to be
found.

Bertie Penny suggested that perhaps the divisions could help
raise the money.

Liam O'Brien stated that it costs about $1000 a man.

After further discussion it was agreed that the Overseas
Championship should be defended and that the N.A.C.B. along with
the Divisional Boards will come up with a method of funding the
team. Danny O'Donnell was manager with one selector from cach

Division. It was also agread that the size of the panel ke
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Just prior to the motion to adjourn Orlando informed all present
of their 7 a side competition over St. Patrick's weekend.

RESOLUTION AS SUBMITTED BY DAN O'KENNEDY.

October 18, 1995
OPINION FOR PUBLICATION

BRITISH DIPLOMACY IS FINE TUNED DECEPTION

"The only morality they recognize is what will further their cause,
meaning they reserve to themselves the right to commit any crime,
to lie, to cheat, in order to attain (their) goal" - President
Reagan on the Soviet Union, January 29, 1981. (Facts on File,
Detroit Public Library). He could have substituted Britain for the
USSR and he would be on target. Ireland has experienced 800 years
of British deception and the practice has not diminished one iota.

Witness the present impasse about conditions in which Sinn Fein can
be allowed to talk peace because another organization, the IRA,
refuses to surrender its weapons while the British remain in armed
occupation of Irish soil. Never a word about whose weapons were
used to start the violence in 1969. Never a word about the Weapons
that killed the first civilian, the first child, the first
policeman or who planted the first bomb.

Ah! Never a word about whose weapons were involved in the worst
atrocities of the past 25 years, the Derry massacre, the Dublin -
Monaghan massacres, the Loughall massacre, the shoot-to-kill
murders, and the plastic bullet murders. Britain's appalling human
rights record, the worst in the European Union, includes the
illegal use of weapons. It is Sinn Fein who should have qualms
about sitting down with the representatives of such uncivilized,
devious characters to be found aplenty in the British government.

The constant hue and cry to avoid talks is concern about "the poor
Unionists", "Unionists' fears," "Unionists' heritage." What they
are really talking about are the privileges of the Unionists who
abused them since thé foundation of the bastard statelet they
nisnomered "Northern Ireland" in 1920. The weapons of the British
protect and maintain the status quo in one of the most\undemocratié
entities to be found anywhere on earth. '

The status quo - occupation and partition - is the cause of
violence and the status quo is what Britain is trying to protect by
creating obstacles on the path to peace and in the process to
protect Major's shakey political position. Britain created the
problem, therefore it is Britain's duty to find ways to repair the
destruction of centuries of criminal occupation in Ireland. Its
past time to stop the non-sense and start talking peace.

Dan YA p1rreole”

Daniel P.O'Kennedy, National Vice President and Press Officer.



