MINUTES OF 1996 CONVENTION.

The Convention was opened by Chairman Pat Uniacke who
welcomed everyone to Orlando Florida. Chris Murray then
brought to the attention of the Convention of the passing
of Dan O'Kennedy. A minutes silence was then observed for
Dan and the following Gaels who are sadly no longer with
us. The Cullen Family L.A., The Norman Family Chicago, John
Cunningham Donegal, Sean Murphy and John O'Brien Chicago,
Jim Murray San Fran, and Martin Gormely.

Fr. Peter Quinn then read the invocation.

Adrian McCloskey then welcomed every one on behalf of the
Orlando club Na. Fianna.

Standing orders were then adopted.

Upon review of the 1995 minutes Tom Purvis asked that it be
recorded that no FPhiladelphia club did any damage at the
playoffs. Motion to accept minutes of 1995 convention
Mossey O'Connor seconded Danny O'Donnell.

Secretary's report correction made in Western Divisions
list of Clubs: Diablo instead of Cork Hurling and Football.
Tom Connelly seconded by Mike Moriarity.

Treasurer's Report; Tom Farrelly asked about money owed to
the Philadelphia Divisional by the N.A.C.B. for the rental
of cordless mikes in Atlantic City. Mike O'Connor stated
that the check was sent to the Divisional Secretary.

Tom Farrelly then questioned the $850 owed. by the
Philadelphia Division for ads in the History Book. He
stated that this was uncollectable debt and that it should
be stuck from the record.Pat stated that the N.A.C.B would
meet on it later.

Jeff Butler then asked why the Central Division had to pay
$2500 for the Jerseys for the International team.

Pat Uniacke stated that the $2500 was from Abbey Homes for
their names appearing on the jerseys and that the remainder
of the money from Abbey Homes was to go to the Central
Division to cover the expense .of sending their
players. Other Divisions paid for their players.

Jeff Butler stated that he thought that it was still lobe
sided against Chicago as they had sent 9 players.

Mike Moriarity stated that the Western Divisional Board had
sent 6 players at a cost of $6000 and had got no money.

Paul Keane stated that Chicago got off light.




Donal Keane stated that the issue was covered in the
minutes in that it stated that each Division was
responsible for the cost of their own players.

Jeff Butler stated that he thought it was unfair that
Chicago had to come up with 9 players.

Joe Lydon then asked about the allotment of A1l Ireland
Tickets and that it was difficult to distribute the 1.4 per
club that the New England Board was allocated.

Tom Purvis asked if the Ladies were entitled to Tickets.

Mike O'Connor stated that the problem was that the
allotment received from Ireland had not been increased but
the number of clubs had increased. He further stated that
the tickets were distributed amongst all clubs i.e if a
Division had 10 clubs it got the correct allotment for 10
clubs irrespective of how many Ladies clubs were within the
Division.

Joe Lydon stated that it should be a Divisional decision.

Mike O'Connor stated that the Ladies were registered clubs
with the same rights as the mens clubs and so were entitled
to their tickets.

John O'Brien then asked how the tickets for the player
injured playing for the N.A.C.B. in Ireland were selling.

Mike O'Connor explained that a player had broken his ankle
in Ireland while playing for the N.A.C.B. and rather than
have the player return to the states he stayed in Ireland
to recuperate. The N.A.C.B. had an emergency meeting and
gave the player $1000 towards expenses with the intention
of have a draw to repay this $1000 with the balance going
to the player who might be unable to work for upto 12
weeks. Mike hoped to have the draw later on in the day.

Motion to accept Treasurers Report Chris Knightly seconded
Mossey 0'Connor.

Minor Board Report. John O'Flynn then gave a brief report
on the status of the underage competition. He stated that
there were underage programs established in 4 cities and
that there was still a long way to go but that the seeds
had been sown.

Pat Uniacke then thanked all the Officers for their
reports.

Jeff Butler thanked John O'Flynn for the work that he had
done with the Minor Board. -



Ciaran Fitzgibbon asked if there was a possibility  of
establishing a youth Hurling program.

Pat Uniacke stated that if a program was put together the
N.A.C.B. would assist.

Danny O'Donnell then gave a brief report on the
International Competition. Danny basically said that the
result spoke for itself. He thanked all the players and the
Divisions that contributed to the success but was dismayed
at some of the players who were selected and 4did not show
up. He also thought that the financial end of the deal
should be structured differently. Danny also thanked his
assistant coaches Ciaran Keenan and Paddy Brown.

Jeff Butler congratulated the International team but raised
the question of when an N.A.C.B. Hurling team would be

allowed to compete in +the All Ireland  Hurling B
Championship.

Tom Purvis stated that the Philadelphia Divisional Board
had paid for 2 players who had failed to travel. He asked
who was responsible for retrieving the money lost on the
fares.

Pat Uniacke stated that i was the Divisions
responsibility.

John Flood stated that this was a Philadelphia issue and
that the Donegal club would endeavor to retrieve the money.

In his closing remark Pat Uniacke stated that this had been
the most successful season yet, with a record number of
clubs and competitions. He urged Divisional Chairpersons to
get more involved in the in the N.A.C.B. as the Divisions
were the engine rooms of the association in America. On the
playoffs he commended the New England Division on the
running of a successful playoff weekend.

Total of 37 teams playing in 32 games in 9 levels of
competition. Pat also thanked all those who had assisted in
officiating at the games from all the Divisions..

Pat then congratulated all those who had participated in
the playoff weekend and in closing thanked those involved
with the success of the Internmational Team from the
players, to the management and the Divisions that made it
all possible. Pat also expressed his thanks to Aer Lingus
for donating 2 flights to the N.A.C.B. for Congress.

Just before the convention adjourned for lunch Tom Purvis
asked about the way that the Philadelphia teams were
treated in Boston with regards to Hotel rooms. In that they
were moved out of an Hotel charging $95 a night by the New
England Board and then had to pay any where from $125-$175
a night for a room. He request that the New England board

pay the addition expense incurred by the Philadelphia
clubs.




Joe Lydon apologized for the situation over the
Philadelphia rooms and that he would agree to discuss with
the Philadelphia delegates the issue with the hope that the
issue could be resolved. In Closing Joe stated that the New
England Board and the Donegal club were still looking a
refund from the Chicago Board. All parties involved agreed
to meet over lunch.

ELECTION. '
Chairperson Jeff Butler; Secretary Paddy Rooney.

Tellers: John Heir, Beth Costello, Tom Connelly and Sean
Rutledge. -

Honorary President: Sean Lyons;

Chairman: Pat Uniacke 90 votes,
Joe Lydon 57 vote.

V-Chairman; Danny O'Donnell 52 votes
Chris Knightly 43 votes.
Mike Flanagan 13 votes.
Chris Murray 39 votes.

2nd Vote. Danny O'Donnell 60 votes.
Chris Knightly 43 votes.
Chris Murray 42 votes.
2 spoiled votes.

3rd Vote Danny O"Donnell 71 votes
Chris Knightly 75 votes.

Secretary ; Paddy Rooney.
Treasurer ; Mike O'Connor.

Registrar; Sean Gannon 83 votes.
Tom Reagan 62 votes.

P.R.0. Eammon Xelly.

Jeff thanked everyone for their help in the voting process
and wished the new board every success. -

Prior to the motions all the newly elected officers -thank
everyone. :

MOTION 1." THAT N.A.C.B. BYLAW 11b BE AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS." A SANCTION SHALL NOT BE GRANTED LATER THAN JULY
l1st IN ANY GIVEN YEAR."( DONEGAL PHITA.)

John Flood-said that would cut out a lot of these high
class players which could be hard to cater for.

Joe Lydon felt that if the motion passed it would hurt the
standard of football.

MOTION TLOST FAILING TO MAKE THE REQUIRED 2/3 MAJORITY.



MOTION 2. THAT REGULATION R7b BE AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
" TN SENIOR FOOTBALL EACH TEAM HAVE NO MORE THAN 4 SUMMER
VISITOR PLAYERS ON THE FIELD AT ANY ONE TIME".

( DONEGAL PHILA.) : John Flood withdrew the motion stating
that it was related to the first motion.

MOTION 3. " CHANGE THE BYLAW PERTAINING TO SANCTIONS BACK
TO 28 DAYS FROM 60 DAYS AS WELL AS INSERTING THAT A PLAYER
MUST STAY UNTIL THE FINAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME FOR THE CLUB HE
REGISTERS WITH. ( MAYO NEW ENGLAND )

Joe Lydon withdrew the motion .

MOTION 4. " THAT IN HURLING COMPETITIONS THAT THE HOME BASE
PLAYERS BE INCREASED FROM 6 to 8 ( GALWAY H.C. BOSTON )
Brian Glynn stated that this would reduce the cost to
clubs. Tom Dolan thought it would hurt the standard of the
game. Tom Connelly thought it was a good motion as it would
help our base hurlers. Pat Neilan stated that the hurling
clubs needed all the help they could get from home and that
reducing the visiting players would hurt the clubs. Pat
Costello felt that it would hurt the smaller hurling clubs
.MOTION PUT TO A VOTE AND LOST FAILING TO GET 2/3 MAJORITY.

MOTION 5 : IN THE EVENT THAT ONLY 3 DIVISIONS ENTER ANY
SPECIFIC N.A.C.B. CHAMPIONSHIP, THEN A FORTH TEAM
CONSISTING OF A DEFEATED DIVISIONAL FINALIST IN THAT GRADE
OF COMPETITION SHALL, BE ENTERED. THE DIVISION FROM WHICH
THIS 4th TEAM SHALL COME FROM WILL BE DRAWN WHEN NEEDED AT
THE PREPLAYOFF MEETING.( DONEGAL PHILA.)

John Flood with drew the motion in favor of play off
committee recommendation.

MOTION 6. THAT NO CLUB PLAYING IN THE FINAL WEEKEND RECEIVE
A BYE. ( BOSTON SHAMROCKS ).
Motion withdrawn for same reason as 5.

MOTIONS 7.8.9. DEALING WITH R9c and R9d basically asked
that the Penalties for non observance be increased to $1000
fine for the Division and Forfeiture of game for club. Paul
Keane stated that any club or Division not playing by the
rules should suffer the consequences.

MOTIONS PASSED WITH THE NECESSARY 2/3 MAJORITY.

MOTION 10; Concerning team lists for the finals was with
drawn as it is an exsisting bylaw.

MOTION 11. Seeking a Minor representative on the
N.A.C.B. to deal solely with underage issues. This motion
was taken in conjunction with MOTION 24 which was seeking a
full voting office of Youth Director on the board.

Pat Uniacke explained that for this year the Youth Officer
would be appointed by the N.A.C.B. and that for 1997 he
would only be entitled to vote on underage issues and would
not be entitled to travelling expenses etc, but that for
the 1998 season this would be an elected post with full
voting rights and privileges.

MOTIONS 11 AND 24 PASSED.




MOTION 12. THAT CITIES WITH ESTABLISHED UNDERAGE PROGRAMS
BE REGISTERED AS CLUBS AND BE ENTITLED TO 2 VOTE AT

John O'Flynn stated that it was essential that ‘the various
youth boards had a voice at the national level.
MOTION PASSED.

MOTION 13; This motion was seeking an additional $100 per
club for registration with this money being returned
through the N.A.C.B. to the Youth program in that city.
Paul Keane said that $100 was not much to ask from each
club. Mike Moriarity stated that this money could help
establish programs in some cities. Sean Gannon stated that
in Cleveland this would be just like giving money to
themselves. John O'Flynn stated that for those cities that
did not have a minor program, this money would be held in
escrow by the N.A.C.B. until such time as a youth program
was started and when the N.A.C.B. was satisfied the money
would be released to the youth program in that city.

MOTION PASSED.

MOTION 14; Dealing proof of age for underage players was
already covered under existing bylawvs.

MOTION 15 & 16 were both seeking the establishment of
ladies Junior competition.
MOTION PASSED.

MOTION 17 asking that no ladies players be allowed to
register after April 15th.
MOTION WITHDRAWN.

MOTION 18. Looking to legalize players from the
N.A.C.B. playing in New York was ruled out of order as it
was in direct conflict with the Official Guide.

MOTION 19. That the bylaw pertaining to the showing of
passports by player be abolished. .
Mikey Coyne stated that it did not work and should be taken
out. Tommy O'Brien stated that he would check passports if
asked but he did not think that it worked.

Tom Dolan stated that it worked and should be kept in.
MOTION LOST FAILING TO GET 2/3 MAJORITY.

MOTION 20 That the New England bylaw pertaining to the
registration of first time home based and sanctioned
players be implemented through out the N.A.C.B.

Joe Lydon submitted a copy of the New England bylaw which
basically give a club a copy of each clubs registrations by
April 22nd , clubs then had 7 days to question any player.
on that 1list. Player questioned must appear within 48
hours. also these players can be question upto 3. times
during the season and once questioned must appear within
48 hours. Any of these player wishing to 1leave the
Divisional jurisdiction must inform the board.

It was agreed that this motion should pass and that the
N.A.C.B. should draft up a regulation using the New England

bylaw.
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MOTION 21. Concerning base players was already in
existence.

MOTION 22. Seeking 3 All Ireland tickets for both hurling
and football.

Mike O'Connor explained that the allocation of tickets from
Ireland had not been increased in some time. also that
Croke Park did not recognize the ladies clubs as they have
a separate body in Ireland. Mike further stated that the
N.A.C.B. did recognize the Ladies and gave them their
allocation of All Ireland tickets.

MOTION 23 Asking that the N.A.C.B. equally distribute the
A1l Ireland tickets amongst all the club. ’

Mike O'Connor stated as before that the ladies were
allocated tickets by the N.A.C.B.

MOTION 24 already dealt with.

MOTION 25. This motion was seeking that only 2
N.A.C.B. Officers attend Congress with the other 4
delegates coming from Divisional Chairmen who would travel
at Divisional expense.

Pat Uniacke asked which 4 Chairmen will the N.A.C.B. take?
Pat further stated that if there was room to accommodate
Divisional Chairpersons that the N.A.C.B. would.

Pat Uniacke then brought up the findings of the Playoff
recommendation Cormittee  which had met on Friday
evening. This committee had consisted of the following
divisional representatives Joe Lydon, Jeff Butler, Mike
Moriarity, John Keenan, Peter Donnelly, Sean Lyons, Chris
Murray, Tom Purvis, and John Heir, as well as the officers
of the N.A.C.B.

Basically the committee discussed the following questions.
1. Do the playoffs need to be revised? YES.

2. Do the playoffs need to be restructured? YES.

3. Are there too many games? APPROACHING CAPACITY BUT MORE
GAMES MAY NEED MORE FIELDS. '

4.Are there 2 many grades of competition. NO.

5.Can more games and competitions be accommodated. YES.
6.Should % finals be played at playoffs or prior to
them? UNDECIDED SOME THOUGHT THAT ONLY SEMI-FINALS AND
FINALS AT PLAYOFFS. OTHERS THOUGHT ALL TEAMS SHOULD BE
INCLUDED IN PLAYOFF WEEKEND AND THAT SOME CLUBS COULD NOT
AFFORD THE EXPENSE OF HAVING TO TRAVEL AT LEAST TWICE.
7.Are 2 fields required. YES AND THEY SHOULD BE ADJACENT.
8.Should the playoffs be rotated or should they be played
at a central location? SHOULD BE ROTATED.

9. Should the $10000 fee stay? YES.
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10. Should the $10000 still be distributed or should it
stay with the board to offset expenses. SHOULD STAY WITH
BOARD FOR EXPENSES.

11. Are any changes required in Hotels, Transportation and
Banquet. YES HOTEL CONTACTS AND PRICES SHOULD BE AVAILABLE
AT CONVENTION PRIOR TO THE PLAYOFFS.

Pat Uniacke stressed that these were just proposals and

would be reviewed at the pre-playoff meeting in San
Francisco.

A question was then asked by John Flood if the Committee
had done anything about teams getting byes. Consequently
motion no.5 was resubmitted and passed . This was do so on
a trail basis and would be subject to review.

A vote was then taken for the 1997 Convention. BOSTON, LOS
ANGELES, DENVER, DETRIOT AND SEATTLE ALTL, WERE PROPOSED WITH
SEATTLE BEING THE EVENTUAL WINNER.

1998 PLAY OFFS WERE BETWEEN WASHINGTON AND CHICAGO WITH
WASHINGTON BEING SELECTED.

Mike Moriarity the gave a short review of the set up in San
Francisco for the 1997 playoffs. -

HOTELS BEING USED WERE BESIDE THE ATIRPORT.

BANQUET IN THE UNITED IRISH CENTER.

BALBOA STADIUM BEING THE MAIN FIELD WITH 2nd FIELD WITHIN
WALKING DISTANCE.

St Pats Florida announced their annual march 7 aside
competition.

MOTION TO ADJOURN: PETER DONNELLY.



