MINUTES OF 1999 CONVENTION
HOLIDAY INN ATLANTA BUCKHEAD,
ATLANTA, GA
NOVEMBER 20, 1999

Convention was called to order at 9:10 a.m.

Invocation was dedicated to the memory of Dan O’Kennedy.

Michael Dermody thanked all the delegates for coming and said that he appreciated the Convention being
held in Atlanta. Smoking would have to be outside, Lunch is $15 and there is also a 50% off voucher from
Gado. If any delegates nceded help with anything please let one of the Atlanta delegates know.

Minutes of the first half of 1998 Convention were read, motion to adopt Tim Flanaghan, 2™ by Mossie
O’Connor.

Minutes of second half of Convention were read motion (o adopt Mossie O’Connor, 2* Chris Murray.
Minutes of Preplayoff meeting were read. motion to adopt Tim Flanaghan, 2™ by Pay Bligh
Secretary’s report was read, motion to adopt Pat Bligh, 2™ James Carmody.

Treasurer’s Report was read, there was a question regarding the Funds obtained for the Omagh Bombing.
All Clubs had not yet paid no Club would be allowed to vote at Convention if the $100 had not vet been
paid, this amount was supposed to have been levied at registration. Several letters had been sent out
reminding the Clubs that they had to pay.

Andrew Healy posed a question regarding the Conference call assessment. the conference calls cost $0.55 a
line per minute. it is part of the appeal process on top of the $100 you also pay for the call its split 3 ways
between the Board and two parties. Danny O’Donnell said it was about time something was been done
about the cost of conference calls.

There was a question regarding the Airfare of the Delegates to Congress, the Delegates bought their own
tickets. the N.A.C.B. picked up the cost of two tickets and the balance was levied between the delegates
that did attend.

A question was posed regarding the fax machine that was bought for the N.A.C.B. secretary this year, as
the N.A.C.B. also paid for a fax machine for John Keane when he was Secretary last vear. The question
was asked as tot he policy of the N.A.C.B. regarding property bought by it for its Officers. The secretary
failed to return the machine to the N.A.C.B. last year and therefor the new secretary had to buy another
one. The fax machine that John Keane has must be returned to the N.A.C.B. along with the G.A.A. records
that he failed to hand over to Celia Lynn the new secretary. Paddy Rooney had left several messages for
John Keane and had not received a reply, John Keane denied receiving any calls from the N.A.C.B.
Chairman.

There was a question regarding the cost of the medals for the playoffs the amount included $112.00 Duty.
Question regarding tickets. These were Board tickets as opposed to Divisional tickets, some people within
Divisions asked for tickets if there were extra. Westem: Former Chairman asked if there were tickets
available. was able to get him tickets. Left over tickets not paid for wee given to Board Officers who
request them. The Allotment of tickets this vear was cut by 20. Croke Park allots the tickets to each
County.

Motion to Adopt: Pat Bligh Seconded: Jim Carmody

Registrars Report: Motion to Adopt: Paddy Kinneally Seconded by Tim Flanaghan
Public Relations Officer Report: Motion to Adopt: Mossic O’Connor Seconded by Mickey Grealish

Youth Officers Report: Motion to Adopt: Paddy Keneally Seconded by Pat Bligh

Any Other Business:
John Keane: Re: Website there was nothing done, the bill was not paid and it went off the air.

Chairman said that that was one of the topics that he wanted to discuss on the calls that he had made which
John Keane had not returned.  The bills were paid that were submitted to get it back on air.




John Keane was asked why he had not passed the information onto the current Secretary.

JK said he had asked for a listing of Clubs and contacts from Eamonn Kelly and all he got was a fax of a
fax. Chairman said if you had contacted the Secretary and gone through the Secretary for all relevant
information yvou would have got it. His calls were not returned by John Keane we need the information

password etc 1o be passed on to the Secretary.

Eamonn Kelly said that he had received faxes of e-mails he didn’t have ¢-mail year but would have it next

year.

The board is in charge of the Website and how it is dealt with.

Tommy Dolan Central Chairman thanked all Divisions for their cooperation during the playoffs. which
were held in Chicago. Did say that he heard that there were some problems with the busses; said that they
paid $20.000 for them and that there shouldn’t have been any problems.

Chairman Paddy Rooney closing remarks:

Thanked all involved in promotion of Culture and who they were. This year we were let down by the New
York Camogie not participating in playoffs, the people involved should look at it scriously. perhaps we
should grow our own Camogie in North America. This years playoffs had 52 teams, 46 games Clubs and
Divisions wee assigned to do Umpires and Lines some didn’t even try, the Major Divisions stepped up 10
doit. At one stage we had a Referee and two teams on the field and we were running around looking for
officials. It is selfish and unfair for Divisions not to participate and should be looked into in future years.
Chicago set the standards in regards to the playoffs thy have the facilitics. Boston opened up their facility
and its marvelous, looking forward to next year’s plavoffs there.

Philadelphia is looking at obtaining their own facility, would urge Divisions to get a facility similar to
NorthEast and Central.

Regarding his experience with the American County Board, been on it for 5 years. honored to have
opportunities to have worked with current and past officers.

10:15 Election of Chairman and Secretary of Convention;

Mike O’ Connor asked for the rule regarding the payment of Omagh Disaster Fund donation.

At last vears Convention it was adopted and passed that the money would be in by Registration. All Clubs
present must pay 1o be entitled to vote.

Nominations for Convention Chair: Danny O’ Donnell, Accepted Sean Lyons. Declined
Nominations for Convention Secretary: In previous years the current Secretary was the Convention
Secretary: Celia A. Lynn-Hawkins

Tellers: Sean Lyons, Angela Trick. Christy McQuaid

Voting body 122

Motion to suspend Standing orders proposed and s«aconded. 2/3 majority needed to carry motion.
92 votes in favor, motions carried.

The following Officers were elected:

Chairman: Sean Gannon Unopposed

Vice Chairman: Tommy Dolan (66) Connie Kelly (28) Cyrill Hackett (15) Andrew JC Healy (13)
Secretary: Celia Lynn-Hawkins (62) John Keane (54) James Carmody (4)

Treasurer: Mike O’Connor (95) John Keane (27)

Registrar: Chris Knightly Unopposed

Public Relations Officer Eamonn Kelly Unopposed

Youth Officer: John O’Flynn Unopposed

Honorary President: Martin Kane Unopposed

Adjourned for Lunch



Reconvened at 1: 30 p.m.

Officers said a few words before motions were discussed:

Sean Gannon thanked the delegates for their confidence. He has been involved for 20 years and has
appreciation on behalf of GAA and North America for his service. There arc new formats he would like to
be aware of that we need t keep in mind 1o keep organization to the forefront. Welcomed new officers to
the Board. Martin Kane thanked everyonc

John O’Flynn Thanked Joe Begley for his kind words can see all the work that went into the Youth League
from the report. He looks forward to a great vear.

Mike OConnor thanked everyone who voted thanked John Keane, it is great to see group still challenging.
The NACB Championship in Boston next year will be historical both for Boston and the Board.

Tommy Dolan: Thanked everyone for voting, wants to do a good job will work as hard as possible, will
work hard and give 100%. The Rules will have to be abided by.

Celia Lynn-Hawkins thanked everyone for voting for her, thanks especially to Paddy Rooney for the help
and guidance that he gave over the past year, being on the Board with experienced officer is a daunting task
was gratcful for the help and éncouragement that she received. Thanked Paddy for covering for her while
she was in Ireland for her wedding. Looks forward to working with the Divisions in the upcoming vear.
Eamonn Kelly Thanked Connie Kelly. Mike Moriarty and Patricia Meer, thanks for your confidence will
have a lot more time this coming vear.

MOTIONS:

1. That NACB By-law 9(a) be changed that each club will register with the NACB Registrar,
through the Divisional Registrar, its Players, colors and officials no later than June 1. (Change
remaining rules accordingly if passed)

(St. Brendan’s GFC, Central)

Motion: Withdrawn in favor of Motion #3

2. That the current ID Cards be renewed/updated every five to six years instead of every 3 years.
(John McBrides GFC Central) " fry..

Mossie O'Connor said its ridiculous hunting down players to get photos: they don’t change so much in 3
vears. Motion amended to remove the words “to six™.

Motion voted on: Passed

xS Regulations/Affiliations and Registration 3(a) All Home-Based players to be registered the last
Sunday in May.

(CuChulainn HC, Central)

Discussion on the motion included thoughts that the HB deadline would be May registration would not be !
affected we would still have April 30 date. By extending the date to get homebased players from Ireland as
green card players. They are coming on Sanctions and Transfers and are not informed of the rules. We
would be extending the HB deadline by 1 month. It was also felt that this would be an insult, as you can’t
realistically call a June I player Homebased. students can then register as HB. Registration would be a
Jjoke.

2/3 majority needed to pass

Motion voted on: Defeated

4. That RS (a) and (b) be removed and Regulation 3 rewritten to read “All players registered by a
Club on the registration sheet, in accordance with By-Law 9, shall be designated as regraded to Junior

status on that date, upon participation in a Higher Grade (i.e. Intermediate or Senior) game, the player
shall retain that status for the remainder of the NACB year notwithstanding Divisional Board By-Laws.
(St. Columbkilles GFC Northeast)

Motion: Withdrawn




5 That the winners of NACB Championships in the grades: Men’s Junior (A), Intermediate and
Ladies Junior Football competitions be compelled to compete at the next highest grade available in their
Divisional and NACB competitions for at least one year, similarly, winners of two successive NACB titles
in the Junior Hurling (men's) and Junior (B) (Men’s) football competitions be compelled to compete in
the next highest grade available in their Divisional and NACB Competitions for the following year.

(St. Columbkilles GFC, Northeast)

Motion Amended as Follows™ That the winners of NACB Championships in the grades: Men’s Junior
(A), Intermediate Football competitions be compelled to compete at the next highest grade available in
their NACB competitions for at least one year, similarly, winners of two successive NACB titles in the
Junior Hurling (men’s) and Junior (b) (Men’s) football and ladies Junior Football competitions be
compelled to compete in the next highest grade available in their NACB Competitions for the following
year.

Motion: Withdrawn

6. Rule R8 (I) Regulations Junior A and B Football and Junior Hurling Add to the regulation that
all Divisions including major Divisions can compete in Junior “B” Grade.

(Shannon Rangers, Western)

All Divisions should be allowed to enter the B competition. there's is an all American tcam playing junior
A they can’t play minor they should be allowed to play B not A. The smaller divisions would not be
threatened. Makes it equal for everyone allows clubs to register in the grade that they fecl they would be
best in. The Smaller divisions have fewer games this is the reason that the B competition was sct up. The
question was also asked who would check on panels to make sure 'A' players weren’t playing 'B'.

This competition is under the control of the NAB. To encourage smaller divisions with weaker teams (o
compete and to avoid having them meet a Junior A team. which would be much stronger because of more
competition in the larger Divisions.

Motion Amended to add the words” teams to be recommended by Division to NACB and would be subject
to NACB approval.

Motion voted on: Passed

7 Regulation R7 Summer Visitor Players 7(a), 7(b), 7(d) change no more than three summer
visitor players to no more than five summer visitor players.

(Shannon Rangers, Western)

Mike Moriarty spoke on the motion every June they get 1000 J1students to San Francisco, all they can do is
watch games. they want to play. With the changes in immigration less people are coming, students come
on a one time visit, they want to enjoy the Irish community. Would like to see white card changed

It was discussed that this may hurt HB players if you allow 5 as opposed to 3. others would support it. as
the Hurling was now 7. It was also asked that the Ladies be removed from this motion.

Motion Amended to exclude 7(d) and 7(a). Motion needs 2/3 majority to pass.

Motion voted on: Defeated.

8. That Regulation 7 (c) be amended to read the following” R7 Summer Visitor Players (c) Senior
Hurling: In Senior Hurling, each team shall have no more than five visitor players on the field at any
one time.

(St. Joseph’s, San Jose, Western)

It was discussed that there are players being left on the sidelines not getting a change to play because of
players brought out from Ireland. Other vicws were that it should be Icft at 7 because some of the weaker
Clubs didn’t have the players without bringing them out from Ircland

Motion voted on: Defeated

9. That Ladies football be reduced to thirteen a side.

(St. Patrick’s, Florida)

Discussion included the fact that some clubs do not have enough plavers for 15 a side. Others felt that it
should be kept at 15 or there would be too many players left on the sidelines.

Motion voted on: Defeated



10. That a Junior Grade Competition be established for Camogie

(Washington D.C. Gaels LGFC, Philadelphia)

Andrew Healy spoke on the motion stating that they had 35 players 32 of which were AB and 3 Irish, Has
corresponded with Boston and Chicago, the majority of their players come from Ireland. Asks for a Junior
grade in order 10 keep Camogie alive in Washington DC. Support for this motion was given by delegates,
in order to promote Camogie, as these teams would not be able to compete in Senior Grade. It is important
to expand the competition and help weaker teams.

Motion voted on: Passed

11. That a developrment team be formed in the cities that have a youth program and would be
permitted to enter in the NACB junior B competition, Jor one year experimental. To be restricted to
players coming through the youth program of given city. (This would replace the U21 competition).
(Buffalo, Boston, Chicago, Philadelphia, San Francisco Yourh Boards, North American Youth County
Board)

The Intent of this motion is not to start a new Club but to get players to play to form a team for a one-time
tournament. The players that come through the Youth program are not strong enough to play Junior A
Paddy Rooncy: They are 18, 19, 20 year olds not 2ood enough for a Junior tecam, plavers are being lost
asking to do this one year experimental U 21 be permitted to play Junior B. They would be coming
through the Youth Program registered for 2 or 3 years. Opportunity to give players somewhere to goto
rather than the sideline. Option to grow players Seniors might be looking to keep involved in football. they
would be slightly competitive not a challenge.

Joe Begley: Had a problem he had great minor players 3 were with the Padraig Pearse team. went training
sat on benches, now they are in College. American kids don’t want to sit on the bench. Need a way to keep
them competing. Would get back together play every Sunday got beaten added to the crowds in Gaelic
Park. 50% of Parnells Junior team are American Born.

Maureen Moriarty: Age limit not 21. the standard of football performance would be taken into account. the
players would have camaraderie and keep together.

Kevin Donnelly: Would be great to keep kids involved lot of 16/17 vear olds that you cannot send out in a
Junior A game. Junior B though would be competitive.

Motion voted on: Passed

12. R8 (i) Youth Football (k) U 21 change under rules to be determined by the NACB Youth Board
to rules deternined by the NACB.
(Shannon Rangers, Western)

Motion: Withdrawn

13. That NACB provide adequate insurance for alf registered players.
(Washington DC Gaels LGFC, Philadelphia)
Motion: Withdrawn

4. That neutral linesmen and umpires be used in Championship games. If the Host City is playing
in a game that appointed officials do not show up for that neutral officials be found.

(St. Patrick’s, Florida)

Discussion to ensure officials were impartial, there were incidents of linesman coaching opponents the
second half of the game nearly developed into a malee. Any Club that doesn’t provide officials should be
fined. A strict fine should be imposed.

It was also pointed out that the malee that started had nothing to do with the linesmen; the game was late
starting due 1o injury time in the Hurling game before that. There was a Bar 50° from the pitch. the malee
involved the sideline and an appointed linesman wouldn’t have made any difference.

Motion voted on: Passed

"
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17. That the NACB pick the best people available as Selectors for the International series in Ireland
and pick one person as Team Manager for the whole party to ensure all requirements are fulfilled.

NACB to interview potential candidates before making choices.

(Western Divisional Board)

Scan Gannon: The manager is from the winner of the Senior Team, selectors are picked from the other

cities involved.

Paul Keane: question was asked if it was a field manager or trave] arrangements Team manager.

Mike Moriarty: what process was used to pick the best qualified interested in North America they should be
interviewed by Board. Selectors should also be interviewed to sec interest in International Competition
Paddy Rooney: agrees with gist of motion, need to pick out on¢ person and submit team management.
Danny O’Donnell: I was appointed the first 3 years that we were winners. The last time I didn’t get input
to put in team if you want to mop the floor with me. I think the manager of Wolfe Tones has a good right
to manage the County team. We went and won 2 consecutive championships did the best we could the last

time will not be mopped for losing the competition. Need to coordinate with NACB,

Sean Gannon: NAB will meet with representatives from each Divisional Board involved. Do not want to
repeat the past, don’t want to leave International al team until afier Xmas. Best possible team should be
sent for 2000 way to go forward is with a small management group.

Cyrill Hackett: Michael Cusacks had 7 players on the last team, has the highest praise for Danny O’Donnell
motion was not aimed at Danny or anyone. This was about a breakdown in communications aim is for
someone to coordinate the trip.

Motion: Withdrawn.

15. That the 2001 NACB playoffs be held in San Francisco.
(Western Divisional Board)

16. That St. Joseph's, San Jose, host the 2001 North American County Board Playoffs in the San
Jose-Sunnyvale area in Northern California.
(St. Joseph's, San Jose, Western)

18. That the 2001 NACB playoffs be held in San Diego.
(Southern California Divisional Board)

The above motions were voted on together results were as follows:
San Diego 56  San Jose 40 San Francisco 25
San Diego 79  San Jose 41

San Diego will host the 2001 North American Board Playoffs.

Motions to host 2000 Convention from the floor.
That Buffalo host the 2000 Convention
Tim Flanaghan, Midwest

That the 2000 Convention be held in Dublin
Mike Murphy St. Brendan’s Central

The location of 2000 Convention was hotly debated with the first vote show of cards 51 for Buffalo, 52
Against.

As it was so close voting was then conducted by secret ballot.

Buffalo 58 Dublin 53

Buffalo will host the 2000 North American County Board Convention



Any Other Business:

Youth Competitions:

It was discussed that we should like to hold out own Feile Peil na n"og here. San Francisco did participate
2 years ago represented NAB plaved 12 games of which they won 9. Feeling at the present time is that
they will not participate this year. Would prefer to have our won Feile here bringing teams from Canada,
New York and some Irish teams to participatc with us instead.

John McDevitt: Boston Division built fields and clubhouse which cost a lot of moncy, in the past NAB
donates this year would like NAB to lift $10,000 fee to host playoffs the seating is costing $144,000 and
$155,000 more is needed to finish job.

Tommy Dolan: Agrees with to a point but now changing mind.

Jimmy Grealish: Has fee been waived in the past.

Paddy Rooney: Fee has not been waived but a donation has been made.

Sean Gannon: If Board can afford to make a donation to Northeast its different, would prefer not set
precedent on plavoff fee.

John McDevitt: Chicago starting got $5,000 in 1980 and got a further $3,000 later, will take gift if we get
it. Alot of work was done in Boston deserve what every other Division got. Have worked hard to do what
they did.

Joe Begley: congratulates Boston on new facility. Gaclic Park didn’t get $5.000 in 1980. as they didn’t
have the property then. We got $2.000 from the Board the first playoffs. When we had playoffs we didn't
ask for any money.

Sean Lyons: Chicago did get two donations, Cleveland got $2, 000.

Sean Gannon: With the teams going to Ireland this year we have to take that into consideration. there will
be a Donation from board within reason.

Connie Kelly: $10.000 is a small figure

Paddy Rooney: Motion to give $2, 000

Connie Kelly: Motion to give $10.000

Further discussion Chicago received money 20 years ago follow precedence set, find out what figure was.
Increase by some %.

Final Amendments find record to see how much Chicago was given take into account reasonable inflation.

Amendment voted on: In Favor 69 Amendment Passed.

Discussion followed regarding the Bus system which was used at the playoffs the pros and cons and what
might improve the system.

Laminated registration cards were also discussed this would have to be submitted as a motion at next years
Convention,

Discussion regarding the participation of NY and London in the All Ireland, and the feasibility of NAB
participating will have to see if proposals are passed regarding the new format of competition.

Sean Moriarty had Photos of the playoffs for those interested he also had samples of various formats.

The following Gaels were remembered” Jack Gallagher, D.C. Gaels, Teresa Connley,
Gerry Madigan, Gerry Naughton, F Bill Roach, Donie Lynch, Nonie Cullinane, Kevin
Flanaghan, John Driscoll, and Declan Flaherty.

Tommy Dolan thanked all those that supported the Martin O’Connell benefit $600,000 was raised and they
were able to build a home for him.

Convention Adjourned: 5:50 p.m.




