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2016	USGAA	Convention	Agenda	
 

Friday, November 11, 2016  

Evening Session 

● 8:00 pm-10:00pm:   

o Presentation of Report by Divisional and Playoff 
Review Committee 

o Officer Reports: 

▪ Youth Officer 

▪ Registrar 

▪ PRO 

● 10:00 pm:  Adjournment 
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Saturday, November 12, 2016  

Morning Session 

● 8:30 am Registration of Delegates  

● 9:00 am  Welcome Addresses:  

o Gareth Fitzsimons (USGAA) 

o Tracey Rivera (San Diego GAA)   

o Jerry O’Sullivan (Munster Council)  

● 9:30 am  Adoption of Standing Orders  

● 9:35 am  Minutes of 2015 Convention 

● 9:50 am  Presentation of Reports  

o Games Development (including Hurling and Referee’s)  

o Treasurer  

o Secretary  

o Chairman  

● 2016 USGAA Awards 

● Other Old Business  

● 12:00 pm  Lunch  
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Saturday, November 12, 2016  

Afternoon Session 

● 1:00 pm  Resumption of Convention  

● 1:00pm  Roll Call 

● 1:15 pm  Review of Byelaws and Regulations 

● 1:45pm Motions  

● Election of Convention Chairperson/Secretary  

● Election of Officers for 2017 

● Address by Páraic Duffy (Ard-Stiúrthóir) 

● New Business: 

o Launch of new USGAA Brand and Logo 

o 501(c)3 

o Games Development 2017 

o Referee Development 2017 

● Any other New Business 

● Adjournment of Convention  
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USGAA	Convention	Standing	Orders	
 

In order to carry out the proceedings of the Convention without delay the following 
Standing Orders will be observed.  

1. The Proposer of a motion or an amendment thereto may speak for 2 minutes, but not 
longer than 2 minutes.  

2. A Delegate speaking to a motion or an amendment must not exceed 1 minute. A 
maximum of 2 delegates from one club may speak on a motion.  

3. The Proposer of a motion or an amendment may speak a second time for 1 minute 
before a vote is taken, but no other delegate may speak a second time on the same motion 
or amendment.  

4. The Chair may at any time he considers a matter has been sufficiently discussed call on 
the Proposer for a reply, and when that has been given, a vote must be taken.  

5. A Delegate may, with the consent of the Chair, move “that the question be now put,” 
after which when the Proposer has spoken, a vote must be taken.  

6. No motion, other than that properly before Convention, shall be considered.  

7. Suspension of Standing Orders may only take place with the consent of two thirds of 
those present and voting. 

8. Any motion seeking to amend or change a Bylaw must have a majority equal to two 
thirds of those present and voting. A simple majority of those present and voting is 
necessary to alter a Regulation.  

9. The Chair of each Divisional Board shall be entitled to one vote. Each affiliated and 
registered Club present shall be entitled to two (2) votes even if only represented by one 
delegate.  

10. The Chair may change the order of the items on the agenda with the consent of a 
majority of those present and entitled to vote. 
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Minutes	of	2015	NACB	Annual	Convention	
 

December 11-12, 2015 

Austin, Texas. 

 

University of Texas Student Hall and Radisson Hotel. 
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Friday December 11th, 7pm. 
 

Secretary’s Report – presented by Liam Moloney. 
• Bertie Penny (WDB Chairman) thanked NACB Board, Divisions and 

clubs for the support (both financial and otherwise) provided in the 
wake of the Berkeley Tragedy during the summer. 

• There was some minor discussion around the NACB Player Insurance 
program, but it was agreed to defer more involved discussion until 
Saturday 

Report was adopted as presented. 
 
PRO Report – presented by Liam Moloney. 
Report was adopted as presented. 
 
Registrar’s Report – presented by Lizzie O’Connor. 
Report was adopted as presented. 
 
Youth Officers Report – presented by Liam Hegarty. 
Report was adopted as presented. 

 
Meeting was adjourned until Saturday, December 12th 
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Saturday, December 12th, 9am: 
 
Meeting was convened at 9am by Gareth Fitzsimons 
 
Opening addresses were made by Gareth Fitzsimons (on behalf of NACB), 
Pat Doab (on behalf of Austin Celtic Cowboys) and Aogan O'Fearghail (An 
Uachtaran, CLG), who all welcomed the delegates and wished them a 
successful convention. 
 
Standing Orders were adopted 
 
Presentation of Reports: 
 

Games Development Report – presented by Paul McCarthy. 
Report was adopted as presented. 

 
Hurling Development Report – presented by Colm Egan. 
There was some discussion involving concerns around Super-11’s Hurling 
being marketed in NACB area, without prior involvement of any NACB 
Hurling groups, and the negative impact this could have on grassroots 
hurling. 
Report was adopted as presented. 

 
Treasurers Report – presented by Paddy McDevitt. 
Report was adopted as presented. 
 
3-year Strategic Plan – presented by Lizzie O’Connor and Joey Carton. 
Report was adopted as presented. 
 
Chairman’s Report – presented by Gareth Fitzsimons: 
Report was adopted as presented. 



	

USGAA	National	Convention	2016	–	November	11th-13th	2016	–	www.usgaa.org	

10	

10	

Registration of Delegates: 
After registration of delegates, it was deemed that 185 votes were counted 
as present and entitled to vote. 

 
Motions: 
 
Prior to Lunch Break, the following motions were presented. 
 
1: Proposal to include clubs in Sanction Approvals Process: 
 Passed by Show of Hands 
 
2: Proposal to address clubs entering second teams solely to avail of extra 

sanctions for their first teams: 
 Passed by Show of Hands 
 
3: Proposal regarding the grade of LGFA Sanctions: 
 Passed by Show of Hands 
 
4: Proposal regarding clubs wishing to regrade teams: 
 Passed by Show of Hands 
 
5: Proposal that NCGAA be recognized by NACB: 
 Passed by Show of Hands 
 

 
Break for Lunch 
 

Prior to resumption of Motions, a ruling was issued in response to a query 
from Paul McGarry (Chairman, Northwest Board), that clubs may only 
issue proxy votes to delegates from within their own division. 
 

6: Proposal regarding Youth Escrow funds: 
 Passed by Show of Hands 
 
7: Proposal reducing the number of Non-Irish players in Junior C Hurling: 
 Failed by Show of Hands 
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8: Proposal regarding Junior D grades: 
 Deferred in Favour of Motion 25, which was moved up the agenda. 
 
 Motion 25 proposal to open up Junior D Football to resident Irish-born players.  
 Motion 25 failed by Show of Hands; 
 Motion 8 was subsequently withdrawn 
 
9: Proposal to rotate NACB Convention on a scheduled basis: 
 Passed by Show of Hands 
 
10: Proposal to remove Non-participation penalty from Playoff Regulations: 
 Combined with Motion 11: Proposal to include Refundable deposit for Playoffs 
  Failed by Show of Hands 
 
11: Proposal to include Refundable deposit for Playoffs: 
 Combined with Motion 10 
 Failed by Show of Hands 
 
12: Proposal to create a new Heartland Division (Proposed by Indianapolis): 

Failed by Show of Hands – achieved a simple majority, but failed to reach 
the required 2/3rd Majority. 

 
13: Proposal to create a new Heartland Division (Proposed by Kansas): 
 Ruled out of Order 
 
14: Proposal to modify Resident Players requirements in Senior, Intermediate and 
Junior A Football: 
 Withdrawn 
 
15: Proposal regarding changes to Junior D Football: 
 Withdrawn 
 
16: Proposal to modify Resident Players requirements in Senior and Junior A Hurling: 
 Withdrawn 
 
17: Proposal to redefine All-American grades: 
 Withdrawn 



	

USGAA	National	Convention	2016	–	November	11th-13th	2016	–	www.usgaa.org	

12	

12	

 
18: Proposal regarding Resident requirements in Hurling: 
 Proposing club not present; 
 Ruled out of Order 
 
19: Proposal to redefine All-American grades: 
 Proposing club not present; 
 Ruled out of Order 
 
20: Proposal to modify Resident Players requirements in Senior, Junior A and Junior 

B Ladies Football: 
 Withdrawn 
 
21: Proposal to redefine All-American grades: 
 Withdrawn 
 
22: Proposal to redefine All-American grades in Camogie: 
 Withdrawn 
 
23: Proposal to strike references to non-Irish born players: 
 Withdrawn 
 
24: Proposal to apply formula to grade teams between Junior A and Junior B 
 Withdrawn 
 
25: Proposal to open up Junior D Football to resident Irish-born players 
 Moved up the agenda prior to Motion 8; 
 Failed on Show of Hands. 
 
26: Proposal to remove “if time and facilities permit” from Regulation 

covering Shield games at Playoffs: 
 Passed by Show of Hands 
 
27: Proposal related to Concussion Protocol: 
 Withdrawn 
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28: Proposal related to sanction players who return to Ireland as allowed in 
Regulation 3: 
 Passed by Show of Hands 
 
29: Proposal to Rename NACB Competition to USGAA Competition 
 Withdrawn 

 
30: Proposal to move to individual fee-based registration 
 Withdrawn 
 
Other Business: 

 
1. Question related to motions: 

Paul Keane queried why motions proposed by the “NACB 
Workgroup to Review Sanctions” were not presented to the NACB 
Convention – it was felt the lack of any prior explanation was 
discourteous to the members of the subcommittee whose Terms of 
Reference included proposing the referenced motions. 
 

2. A moments silence was held for those that had passed during the year, 
including: 

Bridie Uniacke 
Coley Lydon 
Dave Quaid 
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Election of Convention Chair and Secretary: 
 

Harry Costello was proposed and elected as Convention Chair; 
Mary Ruane was proposed and elected as Convention Secretary. 
 

Count of Delegates deemed that there were 183 votes present and entitled 
to vote. 

 
Election of Officers for 2016: 
 

Chairperson: Gareth Fitzsimons was the only nomination, and accepted the 
nomination. He was duly elected as Chairperson. 

 
Vice-Chairperson: Bernie Connaughton was the only nomination, and 

accepted the nomination. He was duly elected as Vice-
Chairperson. 

 
Secretary: Liam Moloney and Paul Keane were nominated. Liam Moloney 

declined; Paul Keane accepted the nomination. He was duly 
elected as Secretary. 

 
Treasurer: Paddy McDevitt and Steve Shannon were nominated and both 

accepted the nomination. 
 Paddy McDevitt won the ballot and was duly elected as 

Treasurer. 
 
Registrar: Lizzie O’Connor was the only nomination, and accepted the 

nomination. She was duly elected as Registrar. 
 
Youth Officer: Liam Hegarty and Oliver McElhone were nominated. Oliver 

McElhone declined; Liam Hegarty accepted the nomination. 
He was duly elected as Youth Officer. 

 
PRO: John Cunningham, Daithi Ó’Caoimh and Brian White were nominated. 

John Cunningham declined; Daithi Ó’Caoimh and Brian White 
accepted the nomination. 

 Daithi Ó’Caoimh won the ballot and was duly elected as PRO. 



	

USGAA	National	Convention	2016	–	November	11th-13th	2016	–	www.usgaa.org	

15	

15	

 
Central Council: Malachy Higgins, Tracey Rivera and Paul McCarthy were 

nominated. Paul McCarthy declined; Malachy Higgins 
and Tracey Rivera accepted the nomination. 
Malachy Higgins won the ballot, and was duly elected as 
Central Council Delegate. 

 
Honorary President: John Keane and Joe Begley were nominated, and both 

accepted the nomination.  
John Keane won the ballot and was duly elected 
Honorary President. 
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New Business: 
 

The 2016 Board Officers took their position and the following items were 
addressed: 
 
1. Delegates were reminded that the implementation of the 3-year Strategic 

plan would require volunteers to participate on committees, and that their 
clubs should be open to providing members to fill positions. 

 
2. The Convention was informed that NACB have entered 4 All-American 

teams for the 2016 World Games to be held in Dublin on August 7th-14th 
next. 
Teams will only be allowed to represent at the World Games if they have 
shown commitment to attending the NACB Playoffs in Seattle (if they have 
also qualified for NACB Playoffs). 
 

3. There were 2 nominations to host the 2016 NACB Convention: San 
Francisco and San Diego. 
Both cities accepted, and San Diego was selected after a show of hands. 
 

4. Brian White (Seattle Gaels) presented an overview of the 2016 NACB 
Playoffs, which will take place in Seattle on 2016 Labor Weekend. 

 
 

Adjournment: 
 

A motion to adjourn was accepted at 3:50pm 
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2016	Youth	Committee	Report	

	

	

	

	

A	Year	in	Review

North American Youth 
Committee

* Liam	Hegarty,	Chairperson

* Shannon	Welton,	Vice-Chairperson

* Jimmy	Simpson,	Secretary

* Ellen	Joyce,	Treasurer

* Ann	McKiernan,	Registrar

* Paul	Mulcaire,	PRO

North American Youth Committee

* Statistics
* Development	Camp
* New	Youth	Club	Development	Plan
* Cul Camp
* Continental	Youth	Championships
* Outlook

Agenda
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* Youth	Activity	in	8	out	of	9	Divisions

* 17	youth	clubs

* 2,000	players	approx.

Statistics

* Camp	for	elite	players

* 112	players

* U-18	and	U-16	Hurling	and	Football

* U-18	and	U-16	Ladies	Football

Development Camp

* Phase	I	- $500

* Initial	conference	call	with	all	interested	parties	in	city/club	and	the	
NAYC	Club	Development	Committee

* Establish	Youth	Board/Committee

* Conference	call	with	all	members	of	the	Youth	Board/Committee	
and	the	NAYC	Club	Development	Committee

* Establish	Youth	Board/Committee	Bank	Account

Club Development Plan
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* Phase	I	- $500	continued

* Identify	a	minimum	of	4	adults	suitable	as	coaches

* Host	a	Foundation	Level	Coaching	Course	or	identify	coaches	
who	have	completed	the	Foundation	Level	Coaching	Course

* Coaches	who	have	successfully	completed	the	Foundation	
Level	Coaching	Course	must	complete	the	Coaches	
Registration	and	Background	Check

Club Development Plan

* Phase	II	- $1,000

* Register	players.
* Clubs	must	register	a	minimum	of	13	players	in	one	age	
group	(U-8,	U-10,	etc.)

* Establish	Facebook	page	which	is	updated	regularly	with	club	
activity

* Host	a	minimum	of	6	blitzes

Club Development Plan

* Phase	II	- $1,000	continued

* Establish	a	3	year	strategic	plan	for	the	Youth	Club
* The	strategic	plan	should	include	five	(5)	goals	and	include	who	

is	responsible	for	achieving	each	goal	and	the	timeline	for	
completing	each	goal.

* Establish	Club	Logo

Club Development Plan
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* Phase	III	- $500

* Establish	a	non-profit	corporation	and	secure	501(c)3	status

* Host	a	Cul Camp	(minimum	3	days)

* Attend	the	Divisional	Youth	Committee	Annual	General	
Meeting	(“AGM”)

* Establish	a	Club	Website

Club Development Plan

* Phase	IV	- $500

* Establish	an	annual	schedule	of	games,	meetings,	etc

* Attend	the	North	American	Youth	Committee	Annual	
General	Meeting	(“AGM”)

* Attend	the	Continental	Youth	Championships

Club Development Plan

* 10	Cul Camps	in	2016

* Official	2015	Cul Camp	Gear

* Develop	new	style	camp	for	2017

Cul Camp
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* Chicago	– July	28	- 31

* 15	Fields

* 173	Teams

* 455	Games

CYC

* Implement	New	High	School	Club	Program

* Award	1	Course	for	all	Coaches

* Develop	Regional	Tournaments	To	Provide	More	
Competitive	Games

* Implement	Online	Coach	Education	Courses

Outlook

Thank You
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New Youth Club Development Plan including Funding of $2,500 
 
Phase I - $500 
 

1. Initial conference call with all interested parties in city/club and the NAYC Club 
Development Committee 

 
2. Establish Youth Board/Committee 

• A Youth Board/Committee must have a minimum of 3 adults who are not 
involved in an administrative or coaching role with an adult club.   

• The established Youth Board/Committee members’ names and contact 
information (email, telephone) must be submitted to the NAYC Secretary at 
secretarybng.usa@gaa.ie 

 
3. Conference call with all members of the Youth Board/Committee and the NAYC 

Club Development Committee 
 

4. Establish Youth Board/Committee Bank Account 
• A copy of a bank statement must be submitted to the NAYC Secretary at 

secretarybng.usa@gaa.ie 
 

5. Identify a minimum of 4 adults suitable as coaches 
• The coaches’ names and contact information (email, telephone) must be 

submitted to the NAYC Secretary at secretarybng.usa@gaa.ie 
 

6. Host a Foundation Level Coaching Course or identify coaches who have completed 
the Foundation Level Coaching Course 
• If a course is held the Tutor must submit a list of attendees to the NAYC Secretary 

at secretarybng.usa@gaa.ie 
 

7. Coaches who have successfully completed the Foundation Level Coaching Course 
must complete the Coaches Registration and Background Check at 
www.usyouthgaa.org 

 
Note: Clubs who have completed Phase I are eligible to participate in the NACB Hurling grant 

program whereby clubs receive a grant up to $400 for purchasing hurling equipment 
(Helmets and Hurls only). 
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Phase II - $1,000 
 

1. Register players. 
• Clubs must register a minimum of 13 players in one age group (U-8, U-10, 

etc.) 
 

2. Establish Facebook page which is updated regularly with club activity 
 

3. Host a minimum of 6 blitzes 
• A schedule of dates and times for the blitzes must be submitted to the NAYC 

Secretary at secretarybng.usa@gaa.ie 
 

4. Establish a 3 year strategic plan for the Youth Club 
• The strategic plan should include five (5) goals and include who is responsible 

for achieving each goal and the timeline for completing each goal. 
• A copy of the strategic plan must be submitted to the NAYC Secretary at 

secretarybng.usa@gaa.ie 
 

5. Establish club logo 
• Youth clubs aligned with an adult club may use the same club logo. 

• A copy of the club logo must be submitted to the NAYC Secretary at 
secretarybng.usa@gaa.ie 

 
 

Phase III - $500 
 
 

1. Establish a non-profit corporation and secure 501(c)3 status 
• Youth clubs aligned with an adult club may use the club 501(c)3 status  
• A copy of the Determination Letter received from the Internal Revenue 

Service must be submitted to the NAYC Secretary at 
secretarybng.usa@gaa.ie 
 

2. Host a Cul Camp (minimum 3 days) 
 
3. Attend the Divisional Youth Committee Annual General Meeting (“AGM”) 
 
4. Establish a club website 

• Youth clubs aligned with an adult club may use the club website  
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Phase IV - $500 
 
 

1. Establish an annual schedule of games, meetings, etc 
• A copy of the schedule must be submitted to the NAYC Secretary at 

secretarybng.usa@gaa.ie 
 

2. Attend the North American Youth Committee Annual General Meeting (“AGM”) 
 

3. Attend the Continental youth Championships 
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2016	USGAA	Registration	Report
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Division Number	of	Clubs Number	of	Teams Men's	Football	 Ladies	Football	 Hurling	 Camogie Number	of	Members Resident	Players Non	Club	Players Intercounty	Transfers Club/Club	Transfers Sanctions J1	Visa	Sanctions American	Born Non	Irish Social	Member

Central 31 43 18 5 14 6 1193 223 1 37 5 112 72 656 12 75
Mid	Atlantic 9 12 3 2 4 3 510 129 0 37 11 10 0 319 4 0
Midwest 12 12 8 1 3 0 330 24 0 5 3 3 0 291 2 2
Northeast 21 37 19 4 14 0 1048 318 7 56 24 220 96 300 1 50
Northwest 6 9 3 1 4 1 380 62 0 2 6 0 0 306 3 1
Philadelphia 8 11 7 1 2 1 277 71 0 19 1 39 4 143 0 0
Southeast 9 14 5 3 5 1 416 93 0 14 3 3 0 274 24 5
Southwest 16 19 10 5 4 0 666 203 3 66 14 2 1 333 39 5
Western 11 17 9 3 5 0 568 218 0 44 0 92 52 119 3 40

Total	NACB 123 174 82 25 55 12 5388 1341 11 280 67 481 225 2741 88 178
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Club Men's	Football	 Ladies	Football	 Hurling	 Camogie Number	of	Members Resident	Players Non	Club	Players Intercounty	Transfers Club	to	Club	Transfers Sanctions J1	Visa	Sanctions American	Born Non	Irish Social	Member

CuChulainns Sr.	 35 9 0 5 0 11 7 1 0 2
Erin's	Rovers Jr.A 51 0 0 1 0 0 0 36 0 14
Fox	River Jr.	C 18 0 0 0 0 0 0 18 0 0

Harry	Bolands Sr.	 32 16 0 3 1 10 2 0 0 0
Indianapolis Inter. 31 3 0 0 0 0 0 28 0 0
Indianapolis Jr.	A,	Jr.	C 79 12 0 0 0 0 0 67 0 0
Indianapolis Jr.	D 20 3 0 0 0 0 0 17 0 0
James	Joyce Jr.	C 20 0 0 0 0 0 0 20 0 0

John	McBrides Sr.,	Jr.A 67 28 0 5 1 18 8 7 0 0
Kansas Jr.	D 39 13 0 0 0 0 0 26 0 0

Louisville Jr.	C 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Madison Jr.	C Jr.	C 57 16 0 5 0 0 0 34 2 0

Michael	Cusack Jr.	A 46 8 0 2 0 0 0 16 0 20
Miltown Jr.	B 13 1 0 0 0 0 0 12 0 0
Miltown Jr.	D 13 1 0 0 0 0 0 12 0 0

Milwaukee Jr.	B	&	Jr.	C 58 1 0 0 0 0 0 57 0 0
Milwaukee Jr.	C 27 10 0 0 0 0 0 17 0 0

Na	Aisling	Gaels Int.,	Jr.	A 83 16 0 3 0 9 19 34 1 1
Naperville Jr. 19 0 0 0 0 0 0 18 1 0
Naperville Jr.	C 35 3 0 3 0 0 0 26 2 1

Padraig	Pearses Sr.,	Jr.A 70 23 0 4 0 18 5 2 0 18
Parnells Sr.,	Jr.	B 54 6 0 2 1 16 0 17 0 12
Patriots Jr.	A 24 0 0 0 0 5 0 19 0 0

Robert	Emmets Junior 18 0 0 0 0 0 0 18 0 0
Robert	Emmets Jr.	B,	Jr.	C 47 4 0 0 0 0 2 39 2 0
St.	Brendans Sr.	 31 8 0 2 0 8 10 3 0 0
St.	Brigids Jr.	A 60 10 1 2 0 10 6 25 0 6
St.	Louis Junior 22 0 0 0 1 0 0 19 2 0
St.	Louis Jr.	C Jr.	B	&	Jr.	C 29 1 0 0 1 0 0 27 0 0
St.	Marys Sr. 23 6 0 0 0 2 0 15 0 0

Tir	Na	Lochanna Jr.	D	 22 1 0 0 0 0 0 19 2 0
Wolfe	Tones Sr.,	Jr.	A 50 24 0 0 0 5 13 7 0 1

TOTAL 18 5 14 6 1193 223 1 37 5 112 72 656 12 75
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MID ATLANTIC DIVISION: 9 CLUBS 

	

	
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	

	

	

Club Men's	Football	 Ladies	Football	 Hurling	 Camogie Number	of	Members Resident	Players Non	Club	Players Intercounty	Transfers Club	to	Club	Transfers Sanctions J1	Visa	Sanctions American	Born Non	Irish Social	Member

Baltimore Inter. 34 3 0 2 0 1 0 28 0 0
Baltimore Jr.	B 29 14 0 3 1 0 0 11 0 0
Baltimore Jr.	B 33 3 0 2 0 0 0 28 0 0
Baltimore Jr.	B 33 16 0 3 1 0 0 13 0 0

Coastal	Virginia Jr.	C 42 2 0 0 0 0 0 37 3 0
Coastal	Virginia Junior 28 0 0 0 0 0 0 27 1 0

Richmond	Virginia Jr.	C 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Washington	DC	Gaels Junior 74 16 0 1 1 0 0 56 0 0
Washington	DC	Gaels Jr.	A 70 21 0 13 4 3 0 29 0 0
Washington	DC	Gaels Jr.	B 78 17 0 2 1 0 0 58 0 0
Washington	DC	Gaels Jr.	A,	Jr.	B 89 37 0 11 3 6 0 32 0 0

Total 3 2 4 3 510 129 0 37 11 10 0 319 4 0
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MIDWEST DIVISION: 12 CLUBS 

	
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	

Club Men's	Football	 Ladies	Football	 Hurling	 Camogie Number	of	Members Resident	Players Non	Club	Players Intercounty	Transfers Club	to	Club	Transfers Sanctions J1	Visa	Sanctions American	Born Non	Irish Social	Member

Akron Jr.	C 34 2 0 0 0 0 0 31 0 1
Albany	Rebels Jr.	C 24 1 0 1 0 0 0 22 0 0
Buffalo	Fenians Jr.	C 32 1 0 0 1 0 0 30 0 0

Cincinnati Jr.	C 25 6 0 1 0 0 0 18 0 0
Cleveland	St.	Pats Jr.	C 38 5 0 0 0 0 0 32 0 1
Columbus	Naghten Jr.C 22 0 0 0 1 0 0 20 1 0
Detriot	Wolfe	Tones Jr.B 30 0 0 3 1 0 0 26 0 0

Kalamazoo Jr.	C 17 0 0 0 0 0 0 16 1 0
Pittsburgh	Banshees Jr.	B 31 2 0 0 0 0 0 29 0 0
Pittsburgh	Celtics 	Jr.	B 42 5 0 0 0 3 0 34 0 0
Pittsburgh	Pucas Jr.	C 35 2 0 0 0 0 0 33 0 0

Sycracuse	 Jr.	D 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total 8 1 3 0 330 24 0 5 3 3 0 291 2 2
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Club Men's	Football	 Ladies	Football	 Hurling	 Camogie Number	of	Members Resident	Players Non	Club	Players Intercounty	Transfers Club	to	Club	Transfers Sanctions J1	Visa	Sanctions American	Born Non	Irish Social	Member

Aidan	McAnespies Sr,	Jr.	A,	Jr.	B 61 26 0 8 2 16 4 5 0 0
Barley	House	Wolves Jr.	C 28 2 0 0 0 0 0 26 0 0
Boston	Shamrocks Jr.	A 76 23 2 2 0 10 3 17 1 18

Christophers Sr. 32 7 0 0 0 6 13 6 0 0
Connacht	Ladies Sr.,	Jr.	A 44 10 0 4 0 6 12 12 0 0
Connemara	Gaels Sr.,	Jr.B 73 21 0 15 5 18 5 9 0 0
Cork	Boston	GFC Jr.	A,	Jr.	B 55 28 0 3 2 14 1 7 0 0

Donegal	Boston	GFC Sr.,	Jr.	A,	Jr.	B 68 39 0 3 0 14 9 3 0 0
Fr.	Tom	Burkes Sr.,	Jr.	A 61 18 0 3 0 18 2 5 0 15

Galway	Football Sr.,	Jr.	A 61 27 0 2 0 17 14 1 0 0

Galway	Hurling Sr.,	Jr.	A 46 17 0 3 0 18 7 1 0 0
Hartford Jr.	C 54 7 0 0 0 0 0 47 0 0
Hartford Jr.	C 54 7 0 0 0 0 0 47 0 0
Offaly Jr.	A 22 0 0 3 10 7 1 0 0 1
Portland Jr.	C 25 3 0 0 0 0 0 22 0 0

Providence Jr.	C 25 4 0 1 1 0 0 19 0 0
Shannon	Blues Sr.,	Jr.	A,	Jr.	B 62 7 0 3 1 18 5 28 0 0

Tipperary Sr.,	Jr.	A 51 9 0 3 0 18 6 2 0 13

Tir	Na	Nog Jr.	A 39 10 5 0 0 4 8 10 0 2

Wexford Sr.,	Jr.	A 26 20 0 2 2 18 5 3 0 0

Wolfe	Tones Sr.,	Jr.	A 54 25 0 1 1 17 1 8 0 1

Worcester Jr.	C 31 8 0 0 0 1 0 22 0 0

Total 19 4 14 0 1048 318 7 56 24 220 96 300 1 50

 

NORTHEAST DIVISION: 21 CLUBS 
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NORTHWEST DIVISION: 6 CLUBS 

	
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	 	 	 	 	

Club Men's	Football	 Ladies	Football	 Hurling	 Camogie Number	of	Members Resident	Players Non	Club	Players Intercounty	Transfers Club	to	Club	Transfers Sanctions J1	Visa	Sanctions American	Born Non	Irish Social	Member

Columbia	Red	Branch Jr.	C 58 14 0 0 1 0 0 43 0 0
Columbia	Red	Branch/Portland	Eireannach Jr.	C 31 11 0 0 1 0 0 19 0 0

Seattle Jr. 52 4 0 0 0 0 0 47 1 0
Seattle Jr.	C 63 15 0 2 1 0 0 43 1 1
Seattle Jr.	C 45 8 0 0 1 0 0 36 0 0
Seattle Jr.	B 52 4 0 0 0 0 0 48 0 0

Tacoma	Rangers Jr.	C Jr.	C 58 5 0 0 2 0 0 50 1 0
Thomas	Meagher Jr.	C 21 1 0 0 0 0 0 20 0 0

Total 3 1 4 1 380 62 0 2 6 0 0 306 3 1
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PHILADELPHIA DIVISION: 8 CLUBS 

	

	

	

	

	
	

	

	
	 	 	 	

	

	

	

Club Men's	Football	 Ladies	Football	 Hurling	 Camogie Number	of	Members Resident	Players Non	Club	Players Intercounty	Transfers Club	to	Club	Transfers Sanctions J1	Visa	Sanctions American	Born Non	Irish Social	Member

Allentown Jr.	C 36 5 0 1 1 0 0 29 0 0
Kevin	Barry's	 Sr.,		Jr.	A 50 22 0 5 0 12 1 10 0 0
Na	Toraidhe Jr.	C 39 8 0 1 0 0 0 30 0 0
Na	Toraidhe Jr. 18 2 0 0 0 0 0 16 0 0
Notre	Dame Jr.	B 26 2 0 0 0 0 0 24 0 0

Tyrone Jr.	C 15 0 0 0 0 0 0 15 0 0
St.	Patricks Sr.,	Jr.	A,	 49 13 0 7 0 17 1 11 0 0

Young	Irelanders Sr.,	JR.	A 44 19 0 5 0 10 2 8 0 0

Total 7 1 2 1 277 71 0 19 1 39 4 143 0 0
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Players,	0,	0%Intercounty	
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SOUTHEAST DIVISION: 9 CLUBS (11 CLUBS) 

	

	

	

	
	

	

	

	

	
	 	

	

	

	

Club Men's	Football	 Ladies	Football	 Hurling	 Camogie Number	of	Members Resident	Players Non	Club	Players Intercounty	Transfers Club	to	Club	Transfers Sanctions J1	Visa	Sanctions American	Born Non	Irish Social	Member

Atlanta	Clan	Na	Gael Inter. 35 2 0 1 0 0 0 30 2 0
Atlanta	Clan	Na	Gael Jr.	C 34 13 0 3 0 0 0 16 1 1
Atlanta	Clan	Na	Gael Jr.	B 38 16 0 3 0 0 0 17 1 1

Charlotte	James	Connolly Jr.	A 61 22 0 7 0 1 0 28 2 1
Charlotte	James	Connolly Sr.,	Jr.	B 44 2 0 0 1 0 0 41 0 0

Greenville	Gaels Jr.	C 30 0 0 0 0 0 0 29 1 0
Nashville Jr.	C 15 1 0 0 0 0 0 14 0 0
Orlando Jr.	C 7 2 0 0 0 0 0 5 0 0

Raleigh	CuChulainns Jr.	B 39 8 0 0 1 1 0 27 1 1
Raleigh	CuChulainns Jr.	B 41 8 0 0 1 1 0 28 2 1

Salem	Winston Jr.	C 30 2 0 0 0 0 0 28 0 0
Cayman	Islands Jr.	B 22 4 0 0 0 0 0 8 10 0
Cayman	Islands Jr.	B 20 13 0 0 0 0 0 3 4 0

Total 5 3 5 1 416 93 0 14 3 3 0 274 24 5
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SOUTHWEST DIVISION: 16 CLUBS 

	
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

 
 
 

Club Men's	Football	 Ladies	Football	 Hurling	 Camogie Number	of	Members Resident	Players Non	Club	Players Intercounty	Transfers Club	to	Club	Transfers Sanctions J1	Visa	Sanctions American	Born Non	Irish Social	Member

Albuquerque Jr.	D 24 6 0 0 1 0 0 17 0 0
Celtic	Cowboys Jr.	B 17 9 0 3 0 0 0 5 0 0
Celtic	Cowboys Jr.	B 37 3 0 0 0 0 0 31 3 0
Celtic	Cowboys Jr.	A,	Jr.	D 44 20 0 4 1 0 0 18 1 0
Denver	Gaels Jr.	C 61 15 0 1 3 0 0 41 1 0
Denver	Gaels Jr.	C 61 15 0 1 3 0 0 41 1 0
Denver	Gaels Jr.	B 26 3 0 0 0 0 0 21 2 0
Flagstaff Jr.C 21 7 0 0 0 0 0 14 0 0

Fionn	Mac	Cumhaill Jr.	B 29 4 0 1 0 0 0 21 2 1
Fionn	Mac	Cumhaill Jr.	B 48 26 0 5 0 0 0 13 3 1

Houston	Gaels Jr.	C 52 21 0 9 1 0 1 12 7 1
Houston	Gaels Jr.	B 16 4 0 0 0 0 0 8 4 0
LA	Wild	Geese Jr.	C 87 28 3 16 5 0 0 28 5 2
Na	Fianna	LGFC Jr.	B 46 13 0 1 0 0 0 29 3 0
Regulators 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
San	Antonio Jr.	C 29 4 0 1 0 0 0 19 5 0

Setenta	San	Diego Jr.	B,	Jr.	C 59 23 0 19 0 0 0 15 2 0
St.	Peter's	 Jr.	B 33 8 0 5 1 2 0 17 0 0

Total 10 5 4 0 666 203 3 66 14 2 1 333 39 5
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SOUTHWEST DIVISION 
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Total	Clubs Men's	
Football	

Ladies	
Football	

Hurling	 Camogie

2014

2015

2016

Resident	
Players,	203,	

31%

Non	Club	
Players,	
3,	0%

Intercounty	
Transfers,	66,	

10%

Club	to	Club	
Transfers,	14,	

2%

Sanctions,	2,	
0%

J1	Visa	
Sanctions,	1,	

0%

American	
Born,	333,	

50%

Non	Irish,	
39,	6%

Social	
Member,	5,	

1%



	

USGAA	National	Convention	2016	–	November	11th-13th	2016	–	www.usgaa.org	

44	

44	

	

	

WESTERN DIVISION: 11 CLUBS 

	

	
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

 
 
 

Club Men's	Football	 Ladies	Football	 Hurling	 Camogie Number	of	Members Resident	Players Non	Club	Players Intercounty	Transfers Club	to	Club	Transfers Sanctions J1	Visa	Sanctions American	Born Non	Irish Social	Member

Clan	Na	Gael Intermediate 34 14 0 0 0 0 6 14 0 0
Eire	Og Jr.	C 35 0 0 0 0 0 0 35 0 0

Fog	City	Harps Sr,	Jr.	A 62 25 0 1 0 6 8 22 0 0
Michael	Cusacks Sr.,	Jr.	A 59 13 0 8 0 9 1 21 0 7

Na	Fianna Sr.,	Jr.	A 51 15 0 7 0 18 4 5 2 0
Naomh	Padraig Sr.,	Jr.	A 49 14 0 12 0 18 4 1 0 0
Sean	Treacy Sr.,	Jr.	A 59 36 0 2 0 10 9 0 0 2

Sons	of	Boru/Celts Jr.	A 57 19 0 1 0 3 6 11 0 17
St.	Joseph Jr.	B 37 25 0 0 0 1 1 4 1 5
Ulster Sr.,	Jr.	A 73 31 0 8 0 18 11 3 0 2

Young	Irelanders/St.Brendans	 Jr.	A 52 26 0 5 0 9 2 3 0 7

Total 9 3 5 0 568 218 0 44 0 92 52 119 3 40
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WESTERN DIVISION 
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16%
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USGAA PRO REPORT 

Commercial Partnerships 

 
 
O’Neills continue their partnership and support of the USGAA with the current contract 
that provides for up to $20,000 of equipment and gear to be made available to our 
organization. This partnership provides much needed equipment that is used to the benefit 
of our youth and other initiatives. 
A breakdown of benefit in kind donations this year from O’Neills includes 
$4,109 Development Equipment 
$5,675 USGAA Finals Referee Kit & Misc Gear, Equipment 
 
Various promotions by O’Neills this year that were targeted towards our membership 
included 10% promotions, free delivery and so on and all of these were shared on our 
social media outlets. 
 

 
 
Thanks once again to O’Neills for another successful year of partnership. 
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We are pleased to announce that the end of year awards program is being funded by part 
of the funds from O’Neills to contribute to clubs who have done the most work in their 
development efforts. More on this later. 
 
Divisions and clubs in the United States can contact Cheryl Kelly at O’Neills to order gear 
and equipment: 
E: ckelly@oneills.com  
T: +44 2871 384810 
F: +44 2871 384848 
W: www.oneills.com 
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In 2016 we were delighted to announce a new partnership with Magners USA. Magners 
contributed $10,000 to the USGAA for a partnership agreement lasting one year. We are 
hoping to renew this agreement and grow the relationship with Magners in the near future. 
 
Thanks to Gareth Fitzsimons and John Cunningham for facilitating the relationship that led 
to this agreement. 
 
If you are interested in having Magners served at your local bar or restaurant please 
contact: 
Megan Skinner 
Brand Manager, Ciders 
Vermont Cider Company 
1321 Exchange Street 
Middlebury, VT 05753 
C/ 207-233-1359 
O/802-458-9469 
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Social Media 

 
Facebook is the most 
widely used social 
media platform in the 
world and has been 
and will likely continue 
to be the primary 
source of news and 
updates for our 
organization. It is 
integrated into our 
current website and will 
likely form a major part 
of the new website too. 

 
Growth in Facebook likes for the 12 
months since Nov. 1st 2015 is 20% 
compared to 34% year on year the year 
before. Organic growth has slowed; our 
audience is likely mostly just our members 
and we will need to boost our growth 
through paid content to grow faster. 
 
We have updated the Facebook URL to 
align with our updated branding  
www.facebook.com/USGAAOfficial  
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We were relatively active on 
Twitter this year. We posted 7 – 
10 Tweets per month.  
 
Growth in followers is not as 
important as engagement and 
Twitter Analytics gives us the tools 
to measure engagement very 
well. 
 
September was our busiest month 
with 78k impressions of Tweets 
(compared to approx. 10k in a 
other months) and 11.1k profile 
visits. We would like to increase 
our visit to follower ratio with just 
116 new followers in September. 
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Instagram 
 

 

 
 

 
We launched our first Instagram account without any 
fanfare or announcement late summer 2016. Without 
any promotion we currently have 115 followers.  
 
We will continue to use Instagram as another social 
media outlet for promoting image based updates to 
reach out to new audiences.  
 
Instagram is not as much of a priority as Facebook 
and Twitter but we will continue to use it for new 
engagement in 2017. 
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General	Social	Media	Performance		
 
Our competitors can be considered the other 
national sporting organizations outside of the 
top 4/5 professional sports.  
 
Looking at their Facebook ‘Likes’ and content it 
is clear that they are way ahead and that we 
are at the back of the pack.  
 
We need to take steps to catch up with these 
organizations and this will require two things: 

1. Paid advertising 
2. More content 

Next year we should focus on both of these 
things and tie them back to a growth in 
membership, which is our desired goal. 

 
Another obvious competitor we can look at is other GAA organizations around the world. 
Ignoring Ireland for now we can compare ourselves against Britain, Europe, Asia and 
Canada and see how we are performing against those regions on social media with the 
most basic metric of ‘Likes’ and ‘Followers’ and more importantly the growth in these 
numbers. 
 
US Twitter growth is faster than Europe although Europe has 5k followers and we only 
have 2.6k. 

 
 

 

 

 

US Facebook growth is slower than Europe. Currently the US is growing at 20% for 2016 
and Europe is at 35% for 2016 but the USGAA Facebook page has 4.2k followers vs 3k for 
Europe. 

With similar populations we should aim to grow as fast or faster than Europe. European 
club numbers have grown faster than ours over the last 10 years and we should look to 
compete with them for growth and development. 

22% 10% 
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USGAA Development Awards 
This year we launch our inaugural USGAA Development Awards. The goal of the awards is to 
reward clubs that have worked towards specific goals that meet our development goals. Some of 
our development goals including growing our club membership, maintaining a higher standard of 
website and social media profile, generating local media coverage and most importantly 
rewarding those who have contributed their personal time to their club and the overall aims of the 
GAA. 
 
There are 5 categories of award: 

1. Club Development Award – this rewards growth in member numbers, specifically amongst 
American membership. 

2. New club of the year – rewards clubs that have hit some basic development and 
promotional goals. 

3. National Volunteer Achievement – recognises those people that have given their time to 
their club and the USGAA by giving back to their club. 

4. Website of the Year – an award that recognises websites that have met some standards that 
we wish to uphold as well as design and effort. 

5. TV Coverage – social media is a growing area but TV is still king when it comes to eyes so 
any TV coverage that features our sports should be rewarded as a contribution towards 
development. 

USGAA Finals 
This year the website: www.seattle2016.com was developed and maintained by the Seattle 2016 
committee. The website was updated regularly and had plenty of useful information. 
 
The Seattle committee set up a Facebook page: www.facebook.com/USGAAFinals	that will now 
become property of the USGAA to be used for future events. Videos were posted directly by 
Jerome Quinn. 
 
Our own Facebook page was used to experiment with Facebook Live streaming of parts of games. 
This was very popular and provided a way for players and family/fans to watch the games around 
the country. 
 

USGAA Website 
Despite some members efforts to extort money from our organization by selling ‘attractive’ URLs 
(and social media handles) we have managed to acquire www.usgaa.org as our primary URL for 
our new website to be rolled out in 2017. This aligns with our new branding and logo to be 
officially launched at this years convention. 
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Recommendations for 2017 

Better	Content	
With the development of a new website there is an opportunity to create better content. We should 
look to talented members and friends around the country to create content of high quality to 
promote events and games to a wider audience.  

Paid	Advertising	
Facebook algorithms only allow for a partial audience to see our content. Even if this content was 
seen by our full following it doesn’t get us in front of new audiences. We should create a budget to 
target a specific growth in online following aligned to a strategy of where and how we want to 
grow membership numbers. 

PRO	Webinar	
We should aim to launch a webinar early in 2017 to discuss social media, website and sponsorship 
strategies with all club and division PROs. This will ensure that best practice ideas are shared across 
all clubs. 
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Games	Development	Report	2016	
 

In partnership with Croke Park and Munster GAA, Games Development 
comprises of four main areas: Referee tutoring and development, Coach 
tutoring and development, the Games Development Administrator (GDA) 
program, and the new Games Development Project Support. 

 
Games Development Administrators (GDA) 

 
Personnel 
Western – Danielle Downey  gda.western.usa@gaa.ie 
Chicago – Colm Egan   gda.central.usa@gaa.ie 
Philadelphia – Ciaran Porter gda.philadelphia.usa@gaa.ie 
Northeastern – Kieran Cox  gda.northeast.usa@gaa.ie 
 
2016 Review 
The GDA program continues to flourish throughout its four divisions. The 
GDA’s, who are contracted by the NACB (600 hours per annum), work as 
part of their local Divisional Development Committee’s to design programs, 
deliver training, and develop links throughout the community to increase 
participation, help clubs to grow, develop talent, and support the volunteer 
base operating there. 
 
For this program to continue to be funded it requires strong leadership at 
divisional level and all GDA divisions should have an effective Divisional 
Development Committee in place. 
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Located in the Northeastern, Philadelphia, Chicago, and Western divisions 
are four Games Development Administrators contracted by Croke Park to 
work 600 hours. Their main areas of work in 2016 were: 

• Club Development (Admin & Planning) 
• Schools Initiatives 
• Academies – Elite Players 
• Camp Programme  
• Go Games Blitzes/Leagues 
• Super Touch Blitzes/Leagues 
• Skills Tests 
• Adult Club Development  
• Linking Youth Clubs with Adult Clubs 
• Coach and Referee Education 
• Planning and Reporting 
• Promotion & Publicity 

 
Highlights from the GDA program in 2016 included: 
 

• Games opportunities (Youth):  
o In early 2015 girl’s games was targeted for Chicago games 

development – the fruits of this were seen in in 2016 with Chicago 
fielding ladies’ teams in all codes from U8 to U16 at CYC 
(including an unprecedented number of girls at U12) 

o The Friday Night League in San Francisco was run from April 20th 
to the end of May and consisted of a two-hour training session on 
a Friday evening where the first hour was dedicated to 
hurling/camogie training and scrimmage with the second hour 
dedicated to Gaelic football training and scrimmage. While this 
was good practice for the children it was also good for the 
coaches involved with each age group who were critiqued on their 
coaching and invited to coach teams at CYC. The Friday Night 
League was vital preparation for CYC and it contributed to San 
Francisco Youth GAA's success at CYC. 
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o The Liberty Bell Championship is now in its 2nd year. Over 90 
games were played in all codes at Philly, Chicago, and New York 
U8-U16. U6’s were also included in a fun skills-based activity. 

o 13 Philadelphia recreational camps (“Philly Play”) were visited 
throughout the Summer. Using the Camp structure already in 
place, the GDA exposed over 1000 children, aged 6-13, to 
Gaelic football. 

o The Northeast hosted a Gaelic for Girls program. It was run over 6 
weeks and featured young girls from U6 to U14, skills, games, fun 
environment. It attracted new players that ordinarily might have 
been discouraged from attending in a mixed environment. The 
GDA and Ladies adult teams facilitated the coaching. The ultimate 
expectation is that this type of program would lead to a draft 
where the youth get ‘drafted’ to an adult 

• Schools Initiatives:  
o Development attended the SHAPEAmerica conference in 

Minneapolis. The 3-day conference is a gathering of Physical 
Education teachers and other educators from throughout the US. 
The conference offered, not only a practical session in which to 
demonstrate our sports, but also, the opportunity to present and 
discuss Gaelic games to convention attendees at a booth. 

o In 2016 two school tours visited Gaelic Park in the Spring. The 
benefits are that potential GAA supporters are exposed to our 
sports and sports venues leading to the possibilities of establishing 
new Gaelic Games PE programs in schools. 

o 1916 living history program developed by the GDA based in 
Chicago’s Gaelic Park attracted over 300 people thus creating a 
positive goodwill experience that could translate to game 
participation (it’s included here to point to a non-traditional 
method of PR). 

o 70+ girls engaged in a 10-day High School Camogie program 
each semester of their school year, many of whom registered with 
their local club during Summer programs 
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• Summer Camps:  
o San Francisco Youth GAA had the highest number of camps they 

have ever run with 7 camps in total (5 in San Francisco, 1 in 
Novato, 1 in Burlingame). These camps were great preparation 
for CYC as San Francisco Youth GAA had great success at CYC 
this year. 

o San Diego Youth GAA (facilitated by the Western GDA) also ran a 
very successful Cul Camp in April. It was a one-day event and 
there were large participation numbers.  

• Adult Club Development: There was no adult camogie team entered into 
the USGAA finals in 2016. The Western GDA is currently organizing a 
camogie team and is holding meetings at the moment to discuss creating 
a new camogie team in San Francisco that can compete in the 2017 
USGAA finals. With the help of volunteers, they have already 
generated a great interest for both players and volunteers/coaches. 
They will target their U16 and U18 camogie players with San Francisco 
Youth GAA to join this team to encourage their continued participation 
in camogie once they finish at underage level. 

• Cul Camps: A new approach was developed in the Northeast where a 
large Cul Camp was run rather than a number of small ones. It helped 
with maximizing the resources available 

• Development (general): Summer Intern Program: Sourced from an Irish 
University, two interns volunteered with the Philadelphia during their 
Summer Work Travel program assisting the GDA in servicing the 
program within the region 

• Elite Players: The Northeast, Philadelphia, Midwest divisions along with 
New York met to compete in an All-American All-Star game in April. 
Elite American-born talent were selected to represent their divisions and 
county (NY). The purpose of the event was to recognize homegrown 
talent and offer these players the opportunity to reach their potential 
while competing against the very best from other regions. One of the 
divisions appointed their championship coaches as the team’s coach and 
assistant – thus providing coaches with a level to aspire to within their 
divisions. 
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Referee Education & Development 
Personnel 
Referee Administrator – David Slevin 
Referee Development Assessor – Hugh Duggan 
 
2016 review 
The NACB and Munster Council hosted referee Upskilling and Tutor Re-
Certification courses in Chicago in April. 23 Referees from across the United 
States received comprehensive up skilling at the event. As a result of the 
training, 13 Referees were re-graded to a higher-grade level and instructors 
are currently running New Referee training classes and In-Service classes 
across Each Division. 
 
The Goal for 2016 was to form a Referee Coordinator Committee for the 
NACB. 

• Each division has an appointed coordinator, who would manage 
referee training and development needs for the division & would be the 
divisions point of contact for obtaining officials from outside their 
division. 

• Coordinators serve on the national committee, which will meet regularly 
during the season to discuss needs and allocate resources. 

• Coordinators are Referee Instructors, and are involved in Division 
schedule planning and Divisional Development committees. 

• Coordinators will work with GDA’s in their divisions to coordinate 
training and will work with GDO for non GDA Divisions if it’s deemed 
they need assistance from GDA’s for Referee training. 

 
In addition to & in support of the Referee Coordinators in each division, a 
National Referee Assessor was introduced. Hugh Duggan from Western 
Division fulfills this role, as he has received formal Referee assessment 
training. Hugh is working with division coordinators to determine a games 
event within their division that he can attend, where a large number of their 
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referees will be showcased. In 2016 he has travelled to events in Indianapolis 
(June), Portland (June), and Seattle (USGAA Finals Sept) and conducted 
referee assessments on the officials participating. 
 
These evaluations are designed to establish the highest recommended level of 
competition the referees should be assigned to 
 
2017 – A look Ahead 

• Referee and instructor upskilling (each division coordinator to ensure all 
active referees receive 2017 In-Service in order to prepare for new rule 
implementation) 

• Requests for referees to be directed to division coordinators 
• Assessor program will be evaluated at end of 2016 Season and will be 

expanded if deemed advantageous.  
• Ladies Football wish to send Referee Tutors to North America to conduct 

Ladies Referee training in Key divisions - I would propose we coordinate 
this training in Divisions with GDA’s. 

• Discussion should take place regarding the Senior Championship games: 
the National Referee Administrator proposes that the Referee Committee 
manage the allocation of Senior referees based on need, where 
divisions would communicate need and we can the allocate a resource 
based on availability. 
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List of Referee Tutors 
Northeast:   Kieran Cox  GDA 
 
Philadelphia  Ciaran Porter  GDA 

Paul Mc Carthy  Allentown 
 
Mid Atlantic  Niall Dempsey  DC Gaels 
 
Midwest   Dave Slevin  Buffalo 

Mark Agner  Akron Celtic Guards 
 
Southeast   John Watson  Nashville 

Bob Akamine  Hampton Roads 
Scott Cooper  Orlando 

 
Central   Colm Egan   GDA 

Eric Buss   Fox River 
Brian Mathes  Indianapolis 
Ryan Finn   Twin Cities 
Keith Vosgreau  Twin Cities 

 
Northwest   Jeane Suchodolski Seattle 

Hud Wilkins 
Brendan Donovan 

 
Western   Danielle Downey GDA 

Hugh Duggan  Referee Development Officer 
 
Southwest   Seth Collins   
    Tracey Riviera  Na Fianna 
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Coach tutoring and Development 
Personnel 
Coach Tutor Leader – Terry Lynch 
 
2016 review 
Tutor training is continuing to bring needed improvements to coaching within 
all divisions. A number of formal course presentations occurred during 2016 
under Coaching Ireland's coach education program. Tutors reported that over 
100 coaches participated in 8 formal training courses throughout all divisions.  
 
Most Tutors also reported that their coach education training was used in a 
variety of informal contexts through the year. These contexts ranged from 
one-on-one coaching, efforts to improve coaching organization within clubs, 
and training of PE teachers to instruct Gaelic football within their regular 
school curriculum. Most Tutors reported that they put a wide array of the 
GAA's Learning site www.learning.gaa.ie on-line coaching resources to use 
throughout the year. 
 
2017 – A look Ahead 

• Training is expected to take place in early 2017 for Coach tutors – we 
ask that all divisions send representatives to this training 

• The North American Youth Board has decided that all CYC coaches in 
2016 should have achieved the Level 1 coaching qualification and 
development will provide assistance in upskilling 
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List of coach tutors 
 
Northeast:   Kieran Cox  GDA 

Raymond Brady  Aidan McAnespies 
 
Philadelphia:  Ciaran Porter  GDA 

Ger Dillon   Kevin Barrys 
 
Mid Atlantic  Andrew Healy  Michael Collins 

Tim Kinealy  DC Gaels 
 
Midwest   Mark Agner  Akron Celtic Guards 
 
Southeast   John Walsh  Greenville  
 
Central   Colm Egan   GDA 

Mike Hill   St. Louis 
Tom Sheehy  Limerick 
Paul Reynolds  Cusacks 
Alan Coyle   McBrides 
Mike Flanagan  Chicago 
Chris Reuss   Fox River 
Brandon Salfai  Fox River 
Brien Shoemaker Indianapolis 
Ciaran Connery  Indianapolis 
Keith Vosgreau  Twin Cities 
Ryan Finn   Twin Cities 
Matt Schwertfeger Cusacks 
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List of coach tutors (continued) 
 
Northwest   Nick Popravak  Columbia RB 

Terry Lynch  Seattle 
Brian White  Seattle 
Conor Mac Carthy Columbia RB 

 
Southwest   Kyle Shane  Denver 

Brian Mc Carthy  Denver 
Pat Doab   Austin 
Colum Kelly  Austin 
Julia Pantoja  San Diego
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Games Development Project Support 
Recognizing that at present only four of the nine divisions within North 
American County Board are formally supported with part-time paid staff 
(GDA’s), in 2016 Games Development requested financial resources from 
Croke Park and the Department of Foreign Affairs to provide project driven 
support throughout the other five divisions. The Global Games Development 
Fund will provide that much needed assistance. 

 
Project support – A Global Games Development 

Introduction 
Managed by the Games Development Officer (GDO) in tandem with the 
Games Development Committee (GDC) and utilizing its four existing Games 
Development Administrators (GDA’s), Coach and Referee tutors, NACB 
Games Development aims to support clubs and divisions throughout the 
NACB region in developing all codes for all players, regardless of level. 
Grant-funded through Global Games Development, Games Development 
seeks to support projects (see Appendix A) designed to increase playing 
numbers, promote inclusivity, develop talent, and promote Gaelic games as a 
viable sport, within our clubs’ regions. 
 
Games Development can assist in two ways: 
 

1. Projects can be directed on site, e.g. a GDA, Coach tutor, Referee 
tutor to provide on-site assistance 
 

2. Projects can be directed and created off-site in tandem with local on-
the-ground staffing provided by the clubs/divisions: GDA would 
assign time to structure programs and direct the projects remotely 

 
 
 
 
 
Accessing support 
Programming would be contingent on a number of factors: 
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1. Global Games Development budget 
2. Cost-benefit analysis to club or division 
3. Analysis of club (with input from divisional board, youth board, etc.) 
4. Presence of a Divisional Development Committee 

 
Project costs 
The cost of each project (expenses and compensation) should be split as 
follows: 

- 20% paid for by benefitting club/clubs 
- 80% paid for from Global Games Development project fund 

This cost model is in line with the current GDA model in which the GDA 
divisions pay a portion of the GDA’s expenses. 
 
Application 
Applications will be accepted from non-GDA divisions. Further details will be 
provided post-convention. 
 
The applications will come from each club or division, through their Divisional 
Development Committee (GDC) to the GDO. The GDO, in conjunction with 
the NACB twinning partner, Munster, will vet applications and submit for 
adjudication to GAA Games Development (Croke Park)/DFA and final sign 
off by the GAA World Games Committee. 
 
Given that the current GDA’s have a significant work load in their own divisions 
and that coach and ref tutors are also involved in refereeing and coaching 
programs – we recommend that projects are requested asap. 
 
Full application details will be forthcoming post-convention.
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Appendix A – Examples of Supported programs 
 
Games Opportunities (Child) 

• Establish a nursery program for 5 to 7 yr. players using age appropriate Games 
Development models: 

• Structure a program for players 8 to 12 yrs. incorporating all codes and 
genders: 

• Go Games blitzes, Club Leagues, InterCity comps, Skills Tests, Gaelic 4 girls, 
Hurling, Indoor Gaelic  
 

Games Opportunities (Youth) 
• Structure a games program for players 13-18 years: Games development 

assistance should structure an age and gender appropriate games program: 
• Onetime connection: where Games Development introduces our games as a 

once-off event. e.g., a 2 hr. event @ local museum 
• Provide a pathway to Adult games, e.g. Development would devise programs in 

tandem with local volunteers to explore options to provide pathway 
• Provide a pathway to Elite teams, e.g. NACB county squads/travel teams and 

talent academies 
 
School Initiatives 

• In-school PE programs: A club/division having identified an achievable school 
district or a collection of private schools in a specific geographical area, Games 
development can deliver structures to fit from 1 day events to multi week 
programs. Note: the goal here should be to have had an out-of-school-hours 
session by the 3rd session 

• “Teach the teachers”: An effective tool to establish a Gaelic Games presence is 
to have the professionals in place deliver the games program. 

• Local Physical Education Conferences and Teacher Institute days: Exposure for 
Gaelic Games at Physical Ed conferences are very beneficial. Physical 
Education professionals are constantly looking for new and exciting games 
opportunities for Students. 

 
Camps 

• Cul camps: Cul Camps are a vital part of local Games development. Camps can 
be structured to engage experienced players already part of Youth program 
and can be a “soft landing” for recruiting new players to any program. Games 
development assistance can provide a blueprint for 2-day, 3-day and 5-day 
camps. 

• Easter camps: are typically 1-day event structured around school Easter 
Holidays. They are often a bridge between Indoor games program and outdoor 
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Spring program. Games development assistance can provide a blueprint for 2-
,3- and 5-day camps 

• Other camps: Indoor Camps (typically 1-day): Co-op with existing camps such as 
Park District Summer camps, Irish Cultural camps (Music, Dancing, Language) 

• Social events: Incorporating Gaelic Games in non-traditional events (Harvest 
Days, Kids parties, Consulate events) 

 
Adult Games development 
Many of our Adult clubs have evolved into very competent teams and now crave the next 
steps in game evolution. Gameplay and tactic specific workshops are highly valued among 
our clubs. 

• Coaching workshops: scoring/ defending workshops, advanced goalkeeping, 
physical fitness 

• Other 
 
 
Learning & Development 

• Foundation coaching courses: Certification of new coaches. An ancillary benefit 
leads to new players have a full emersion in Gaelic Games for a day, ideal for 
Dual clubs and can incorporated all our codes in a day course (Men’s and 
ladies), experienced tutor can incorporate gameplay and fine tuning tactics of 
the game for players with 2 to 5 years’ experience. 

• Foundation award Ref certification course: Ideal for cities/clubs with and existing 
or startup club league, all Ref materials are accessible in an NACB drop box 
and are updated on a regular basis, any tutor assigned to a city for the 
foundation award should establish a mentoring program for the newly trained 
Refs following up at regular intervals with Ref materials and guidance. 

 
GAA Games Development (Croke Park) is committed to a policy of sustainability and self-
sufficiency and to the implementation of the "Vitalising & Validating Volunteers" initiative as 
part of this. In addition to the supported projects listed above, the following Workshops 
are also offered in this context: 
 

• Have-a-Ball (Nursery) 
• GAA Fun & Run 
• Caman (Ground Hurling) 
• Go Games (H & F) 
• Skill Challenges (H & F) 
• Games-Based Coaching  
• Fitness-Led (Physical) Well-Being 
• Intentness (Psychological) Well-Being 
• Performance Analysis  
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The GAA Learning Portal www.learning.gaa.ie is extensively used in conjunction with the 
delivery of these Workshops. 
 
 
Note: 

• The examples in the above areas are not comprehensive – if you have your 
own ideas of what might work in your division or club – please contact Games 
Development 

• To derive maximum benefit, Clubs/divisions should consider multiple projects, 
i.e. if on-site project support is requested, the GDA, Coach tutor, or Referee 
tutor could run a number of different sessions over the course of a weekend,  

o Friday – Schools program 
o Saturday – Foundation course 
o Sunday – Adult or youth coaching workshops thus  

• Support preference will be given to clubs who request assistance in partnership 
with other clubs – allowing Development to maximize its effectiveness 
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Conclusion 
Games Development stands ready to help our county grow throughout 2017 
with coach tutoring, refereeing tutoring, GDA activity and a new initiative of 
project-based support funded through Global Games Development. 
 
I encourage all our delegates and members to consider development projects 
for the forthcoming year that would increasing games opportunities for your 
existing players, help recruit new playing/coaching members, develop camps 
and schools’ initiatives, educate and upskill members, increase refereeing 
levels, and continue your growth. 

 

Consider the following: 

 

Will my club be in existence in 10years time? 
 
Does my club have the proper coaching and other structures in place to 

be successful? 
 

Is my club contributing to the pool of referees within the county? 
 

Are my coaches suitably qualified? 
 

Does my Division have a functioning Development committee in place? 
 

Is my club developing a pathway for youth to enter the adult game 
seamlessly? 

 
What can I do today to ensure that my club and our county is ready to 

help the next generation have the same benefits, enjoyment, and 
camaraderie that I have gained from Gaelic games? 
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Thanks 
 

Games Development would not exist without the support of the Department of 
Foreign Affairs, Croke Park (Pat Daly, Aine Gibney, Jimmy D’Arcy), and the 
Munster Council (in particular Pat O’Shea and Joey Carton). Munster’s 
commitment to the NACB has proved invaluable through the last number of 
years and their willingness to offer resources is very much appreciated. 
 
I’d like to thank my fellow members of the Games Development Committee 
(Gareth Fitzsimmons, Bernie Connaughton, and Liam Hegarty) for their 
guidance throughout the year, along with outgoing Games Development 
Officer (Paul McCarthy) for his invaluable advice. 
 
Thanks to the Games Development Administrators, Referee Administrator, and 
Coach Tutor Leader for their work throughout the year and contributions to 
this report. 
 
Finally, to the countless volunteers who constantly develop our games – Ní 
neart go cur le chéile. 
 
 
Is mise le meas 
 
Robert Tierney 
Games Development Officer 
NACB 
Gdo.usa@gaa.ie 
412-478-2799 
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Referees	Development	Report	
This year was the first of a three year plan by the NACB to improve 
the standard of officiating. 
 

I have observed referees in the Northwest, San Francisco, 
Indianapolis and at the Finals in Seattle. Every referee will receive 
pointers to help improve their performance. We have a few 
experienced referees capable of handling any game, but, by and 
large, the bulk of our referees would be Junior referees who can 
only improve with experience and encouragement. 
 

In 2017 I will concentrate on the recruitment of new referees; hold 
“on field” training in every division; and with special emphasis on 
Ladies and Camogie referees. I will be asking clubs to put forward 
names of new referees, preferable ex-players who can put their 
experience to good use as a referee. I will assure clubs that these 
new referees will receive proper training and feedback to assist in 
their development. Another part of our games that needs some help 
is the performance of Umpires and Linespeople. I have watched 
games, even in my own division, where Umpires and Linespeople 
had no idea what they are supposed to be doing. Hopefully we can 
improve on that. 
 

Finally, I would like to thank the NACB, especially David Slevin – 
Referee Coordinator and Paul Keane – Secretary, for their help with 
our referee development. I look forward to 2017. 
 

Is Mise’ 
Hugh Duggan 
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Hurling	Development	Committee	Report	

In preparing for this report my previous reports provided invaluable 
information. 

I think that we have an important 5 year “snapshot” of hurling development 
across the Board area. 

It is very gratifying to see many of our targets hit and a good place in time to 
reaffirm our commitment to maintaining and improving on the standards set 
for ourselves.  

Many common treads weave through the 
previous 5 years 

An Emphasis on Games. 

Each year a huge emphasis was placed on 
games played and 2016 is no exception. 

• Tournaments. 

Our Hurling development tournaments are holding up with 30 + tournaments 
played across all divisions. 

Established tournaments such the Indianapolis Invitational play over 25 games 
in a day having expanded to include Camogie, Youth games and Gaelic 
Football.  

Very few of our tournaments do not include Camogie and there is much more 
of an effort to include Youth Hurling workshops on tournament days. 

Most tournaments played include teams from outside the division and on the 
east coast there is large participation from New York teams (and vice versa at 
Rockland blitzes etc.)  
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Tournaments do much more than provide games but are vital for Referee 
development. 

• Club Leagues. 

Our most successful clubs always worked on the club league model where 
teams were formed and games were regular, well scheduled, and 
competitive. 

Again, over the 5 years this model is mimicked by just about every city in the 
board area. 

Clubs have as many as 10 teams of 15 players per panel. 

Just about all clubs have from a 6 week to a 10-week summer club league 
providing a hectic games schedule. 

Many clubs also run an indoor games program. (For sure in cold weather 
cities). 

Previous Report Quotations 

o “It is a fair estimate that there are 700+ people playing the game 
of hurling outside of the organized divisional competitions and the 
NACB playoffs. 

§ Most cities and indeed individual clubs play “Club Leagues” 
and that may be in the form of 7,9,11 or up to 13 a Side. 
With the result that so many more players are playing the 
game outside of NACB competitions.”      2014 

“When regular games are played Hurling is thriving”    2014 
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Action Item Games program 

An action item that has been identified before but not completed by Hurling 
development would be to poll clubs on how many game opportunities we 
actually have for Board clubs. 

Secondary to game opportunities would be to identify how many people are 
playing our game; NACB registration does not tell this story. 

Establish a nationwide games calendar to enable clubs to plan travel 
opportunities. 

Standout statistic 

	

“Competition is the lifeblood of the game and with city leagues and 
intercity competitions running hand in hand I believe that this model will 

continue the improving standards.” 2013 
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Coaching standards. 

In conjunction with the NACB, Games development, and our Munster 
Partnership a huge emphasis was placed on improved coaching. 

Most Hurling clubs have had extensive coaching courses and tutors are in place 
in every division. 

 “Very good fundamental skills were evident from all teams and I believe that 
more competitive games across the board area, coupled with improved 
standards of coaching are adding greatly to our games. 

Clubs are working very hard to improve coaching and general gameplay on 
the field and NACB should continue to support this.”               2013 
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Action Item. Coaching development 

With club growth and constant player development the next question is how 
do we continue to progress. 

I emphasize to clubs that the following should be in place when at all 
possible: 

• Hold regular Foundation level coaching courses for coaches and new 
players. 

• For existing coaches continue on the coaching pathway to Award 1. 
 

• Establish workshops that cover game specific elements.  
• For example  

o Scoring and defending workshops 
o Overhead Hurling and contact workshops 
o Striking workshops. 
o Physical fitness for Gaelic Games. 
o Ladies only workshops. 

 
• Division wide I feel that a web session or some 

kind of sharing tool that allows us to share more footage 
involving game play and newer training methods would be 
well received.  

o Games development plans to roll out a new 
web tool on this for 2017. 

 
Teaspean an t-oilteacht dom and imróig mé níos fearr 

 
“Show me the skill and I will play better.” 
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Refereeing Standards. 
Throughout the 5-year snapshot Hurling refereeing has been a high priority. 
 
NACB, Games development and a dedicated Referee coordinator (Dave 
Slevin) have worked hand in hand to improve Hurling Ref standards and to 
encourage “Homegrown” Refs. 
We have had regular Tutor training and upskilling from our partners in 
Munster GAA. 

Action Items Reffing. 

                           
Developing Better Refereeing 
Standards 

o Have regular Referee 
assessments 

o Have a new Ref mentor 
program with experienced                      

               Refs mentoring 
new Refs in all codes. 

o Use new “TalkTactics Tool” for Ref mentoring.  
o Use new Refs as linesmen for experienced Refs (and vice versa) 
o Implement regular in service upskilling of Refs 
o Give Ref the games. 

• No Ref will improve without games. 

Standout Statistic. 

For 4 years 100% of our playoff Hurling games have been refereed by 
American based Refs. 

The last 4 NACB Senior Hurling Finals were refed by 4 different NACB Refs. 
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Camogie and Improving Standards.  

While the Camogie clubs have always worked hard I think that 2014/16 saw 
the highest jump of games played and the highest jump of Standards in the 
game across the board area. 

Many of the developing clubs grow hurling and Camogie hand in hand (most 
club leagues are Coed). 

The game of Camogie is now played more than ever and more and more 
tournaments have a full Camogie schedule with more ladies and very well 
played games. 

 

Action Item Camogie 

I would encourage Camogie clubs to identify some of the skills and game 
play of their sport and to seek out workshops and training to improve. 

Nobody is more in tune with the hiccups of the game than a person or club 
who has started from scratch. Most of our Camogie clubs are a blank canvass 
of players new to the sport and I would encourage these players and clubs to 
drive where the next step of development goes.  

Standout Statistic. 

A quick study of our 2015 Registration shows our registered playing 
population as 348 players with 76% of the players USA born (a higher 
percentage than most any other playing population in our board). 
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Playoffs 

• Men’s hurling accounted for 30 out of the 93 games played at the 
Playoffs, representing one third of all 
games played.  
 
Including camogie games, the total 
number of hurling games has grown to 
 43 games, representing 46% percent 
of the games played at the 2016 
Playoffs. 
 
 
To see a 5-year comparison  
 

 
 

Hurling is consistently hovering at 
about 47% of all games played 
at the playoffs. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Action Item 
I would love to see this figure hit 50% or more of the playoffs. 

The stakeholders must work to reestablish a Senior and Intermediate Hurling 
grade at playoff.    
 
 

2011    = 47 games of 95 played 
2012    = 50 games   of 106  
2013    = 49 games  of 108  
2014    = 44 games  of 94  
2015    = 54 games  of 115  
2016    = 43 games  of 93  
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Senior Hurling 

In our 5-year snapshot, we have lost some Senior Hurling teams. 

Tougher National Immigration policies coupled with senior standard 
homebased players retiring has led some clubs to fold. 

There were well contested Senior Hurling Championships in Boston, Chicago 
and San Francisco in 2016.  

It will be detailed elsewhere at convention but I must reference two aspects of 
Senior Hurling at playoffs. 

Only one Champion, San Francisco attended our National playoffs. (8 senior 
Hurling teams nationally and 1 attended playoffs). 

This has been a trend for several years and should be addressed. 

It also must be acknowledged that the Canadian Hurling teams are populating 
a lot of the higher grades at playoffs. 

Vancouver contested the Senior Hurling final and both Intermediate teams 
were Canadian (Calgary and Toronto). Canadian team’s participation in itself 
is not an issue, but in essence it papers over the cracks of the issues that we 
are having at these grades.  

It should be noted that we currently do not have a senior standard Camogie 
club/team in NACB. 
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Youth Hurling. 

Our Youth Hurling program is doing well but we 
can never work hard enough to grow our clubs. 

From U8 to U14 Hurling is strong and has a 
consistent position in most clubs/cities. 

Kids programs are a blank canvass and as such the 
chance to grow hurling/camogie is viable and must 

be encouraged. 

We do have a drop off and must arrest our drop off of players from 15yrs to 
18yrs. 

While this is not uncommon even in Gaelic Football it is more pronounced in 
Hurling/Camogie as the starting base is smaller. 

Standout Statistic. 

A study of CYC games of 2016 shows that we played 125 games of Hurling 
(52 Camogie). 

This represents 26% of all games played (37 % when camogie is included…a 
strong number) 

However, 107 of the Hurling games were played U8 to U14 (only 18 games 
played U16/U18). 

Action Item 

We must work to structure and provide a Hurling games program at all ages 
but attending to the player drop-off after U14 in particular. 

Continue to push at Board level all cities on hurling development. 

Continue to grow Youth Camogie. 
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College Hurling.  

The College Nationals were played in Denver Colorado in 2016.  

Six teams attended with UConn emerging as National Collegiate champion. 

Hurling is now played in 20+ colleges across the country and there is very 
good interaction between local hurling clubs and the college squads. 

Hurling development will continue to assist Collegiate hurling with Refs, 
equipment sourcing and coaching/game development requests. 
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In conclusion 

I thank the clubs and players for their dedication to the game of hurling.  

Nothing succeeds without “boots on the ground”.  

I thank Chair Garett Fitzsimons and the NACB for their continued support 
of the Hurling Development Committee and our hurling clubs.  

Our partnership with Munster GAA and games development is invaluable, 
and I commend NACB for their commitment to the value of this working 
partnership. Thank you to Munster for working so hard with us. 

Croke Park Games development has been stellar in their support of our 
youth programs. 

I must also pay thanks to Paul McCarty who was “GDO” (Games 
development) for our board for 5 plus years.  I commend Paul for his 
dedication to all aspects of hurling development in our board area. 

  I welcome his successor Rob Tierney and I look forward to working with 
Rob on all strands of hurling development.  

 Rob is rolling out some exciting opportunities for our hurling clubs and I 
challenge the clubs to use all the resources at their disposal so that we can 
collectively continue our upwards track. 

“NACB and our Hurling committee must refocus ourselves to continue on our upward 
trend with Hurling and keep in touch with our clubs to determine where the areas of 

assistance are needed.” 2015 
 

A  lan obair deanta          A lot of Work done ! 
Nios mo le deanamh.      A lot more to do ! 

Yours in Sport, 

Colm Egan, Chair Hurling Development Committee.2016 
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Starting	Balance	from	2015 96,489.33$																															

Income
Club	Registration 	 61,500.00$																								
Club	Membership 11,438.00$																								
Divisional	Insurance	 30,480.00$																								
Player	Insurance	 71,755.00$																								
TOTAL	INCOME	 179,163.24																								

2016	Play	off	Deposits	 14,000.00																										
All	Ireland	Ticket	Income	 43,090.00																										
Other	Income	 45,927.56$																								

TOTAL	AVAILABLE	ASSETS 378,670.13$																													

EXPENSES
Total	expenses 267,865.36$																													

Reported	bank	Balance 110,580.68$																													

Actual	Bank	Balance	as	of	11/01/2016 133,428.38$																													

Uncleared	Checks	2015	cleared	2016 6,097.00$																																		
Balance	 127,331.38$																													
Uncleared	Checks	2016 17,103.64$																															
Balance	 110,227.74$																													

Youth	Escrow	Funds 41,675.00$																															

Balance	in	the	bank	account	less	Escrow 68,552.74$																															

SUBMITTED	BY:	
PATRICK	MCDEVITT,	TREASURER

NORTH	AMERICAN	COUNTY	BOARD	
2016	ANNUAL	TREASURER'S	REPORT	

2016		Balance	Sheet	and	Financial	Statement	
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Uncleared	Checks	
2015

1452 50.00$																																		 	
1494 200.00$																																 	
1479 330.00$																																 	
1491 2,100.00$																													 	
1488 1,025.00$																													 	
1492 1,200.00$																													 	
1495 1,192.00$																													 	

6,097.00$																													 	
*	All	checks	cleared	in	2016

	

GAA	Operating	Account
List	of	Uncleared	checks
As	of	October	2016

1493 600.00$								
1564 504.03$								
1565 350.00$								
1581 6,000.00$					
1586 91.61$											
1591 675.00$								
1592 110.00$								
1593 4,000.00$					
1595 100.00$								
1596 1,900.00$					
1597 600.00$								
1599 1,500.00$					
1605 673.00$								

17,103.64$			
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Income	from	Divisions	
Club	Registration 61,500.00$																		
Club	membership	 11,438.00$																		
Divisional	Insurance	 30,480.00$																		
Player	Insurance	 71,755.00$																		

179,163.24$																

Playoff	Fee 14,000.00$																		

All	Ireland	Tickets	
Hurling	 15,000.00$																		
Football	 15,000.00$																		
All	Ireland	Replay	 13,090.00$																		

43,090.00$																		
Fines/Appeals	

Appeals	Seattle	Finals	St	Bridgets	Chicago	 200.00$																								
Fog	City	Harps	-San	Fran	 200.00$																								
Parnells	Appeals 100.00$																								
Tipperary	Hurling	fine		 2,000.00$																				
Wolfetone	football 1,000.00$																				
Wolfetone	Fine 1,000.00$																				
St	Brendans	Football	Appeal	 100.00$																								
St	Brendans	Appeal	Grimley	 100.00$																								
Connemera	Gaels	Appeal 100.00$																								
Tyrone/Phil	Deposit	towards	Croke	Park	Fine 2,500.00$																				

7,300.00$																				

Sponsorship	from	O'Neills-2016-					Merchandise		$20K	
Sponsorship	from	Magners	2016 5,000.00$																				
Canadian	Income	 3,750.00$																				
Central	Counsel	Meeting	2016-Visit	Croke	Park	 2,937.52$																				
Development	Minor	County	Team	Ellen	joyce 1,923.67$																				
Development	Minor	County	Team-Development	 3,274.87$																				
GAA-Go	2016	 1,991.00$																				

Funds	Owed	from	2015	received	2016
Legacy	Sports	Tax	break	2015 7,472.50$																				
Young	Irelanders	 500.00$																								

NORTH	AMERICAN	COUNTY	BOARD	
2016	ANNUAL	TREASURER'S	REPORT	

OTHER	INCOME	REPORT
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Philadelphia	 1,725.00$																				
GAA-Go	2015 5,000.00$																				
Chicago 903.00$																								

Funds	owed	from	2016	(received	amounts	in	RED)
Philadelphia	 1,500.00$																				
Central	 1,150.00$																				
Western	 3,900.00$																				
NorthEast 825.00$																								
MidWest	 375.00$																								
South	East-Replay	All	Ireland	Tickets 630.00$																								
All	Ireland	Tickets	Gareth	FitzSimmons 540.00$																								
Ellen	Joyce	CYC 1,923.67$																				
Food	for	committee/refs	Seattle	 1,382.37$																				
Chicago	Youth	Insurance	 750.00$																								
Magners	Sponshorship	 5,000.00$																				

Travel	Fines	for	not	travelling	to	Seattle	
Washington	DC 1,500.00$																				

Total	Other	Income	2016 45,927.56$																		

Total	Income	Owed	 13,402.37$																		
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Registration

DIVISIONAL	 Club	Reg	 Member	CP Div	Insurance	 Player		Ins	
Canada	 3,750.00														 	
Liberty	GaelsNY/NJ	 250.00																 	
Central	 15,400.00							 	 2,389.00														 	 4,750.00														 	 15,930.00$			 	 38,469.00		
Mid-Atlantic 3,900.00									 	 981.00																 	 -																						 	 4,881.00			 	
MidWest 6,200.00									 	 1,077.00														 	 3,350.00														 	 10,627.00		
Northeast 11,100.00							 	 2,344.00														 	 1,500.00														 	 36,145.00$			 	 51,089.00		
Northwest 2,600.00									 	 744.00																 	 850.00																 	 4,194.00			 	
Philadelphia 4,200.00									 	 480.00																 	 2,600.00														 	 7,540.00$					 	 14,820.00		
Southeast 3,900.00									 	 855.00																 	 2,600.00														 	 7,355.00			 	
Southwest 7,600.00									 	 1,545.00														 	 2,750.00														 	 11,895.00		
Western 6,600.00									 	 1,023.00														 	 8,080.00														 	 12,140.00$			 	 27,843.00		

-											 	
-											 	
-											 	

TOTAL	DIVISONAL	BILLED	 61,500.00$					 	 11,438.00$										 	 30,480.00$										 	 71,755.00$			 	 179,163.24$						 	

NORTH	AMERICAN	COUNTY	BOARD	
2016	ANNUAL	TREASURER'S	REPORT	

2016	AFFILIATIONS	INCOME	REPORT	
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Canada	Income	

CENTRAL	 Club	Reg Member	CP Div	Insurance Player	Ins	

Parnells	mens	football 600 111 250 720
John	McBrides	mens	football 600 135 250 1800
James	Joyce-added	2016 100 51 250 680
Padraig	Pearses	mens	football 600 93 250 840
St.	Brendans	mens	football	 600 48 250 480
Patriots	mens	football 600 39 250 480
Wolfe	Tones	mens	football	 600 90 250 640
Cu	Chulainn	hurling 600 51 250 680
Harry	Bolands	hurling 600 45 250 600
Michael	Cusacks	hurling 600 141 250 760
Erin's	Rovers	Ladies	football	 600 114 250 560
NaAisling	Gaels	ladies	football	 600 147 250 980
St.	Bridgids	ladies	Football	 600 102 250 400
St.	Marys	camogie 600 250 480

7,900.00$													 1,167.00$																		 3,500.00$											 15,930.00$															 28,497.00$																						

Fox	River	hurling 100 51
Indianapolis	hurling-football	 600 409
Indianapolis	camogie 600
Indianapolis	hurling-football	 600
Kansas	mens	football/Hurling	 600 250
Louisville	football	
Madison	hurling 600 162 250
Madisaon	Camogie
Miltown	Gales	men	Football 100 39 250
Miltown	Ladies	Fotball 100 39
Milwaukee	CC 600 228
Milwaukee	HC 600
Naperville,	hurling	 250
Naperville,	CC
Robert	Emmets-Hurling	 600 159
Robert	Emmets-Camogie 600
St	Louis	Hurling-Football	 600 54
St	Louis	-Camogie	 600 39
Twin	Cities	mens	football 600 42 250

7,500.00$													 1,222.00$																		 1,250.00$											 -$																					 -$																											 10,322.00$																						
Limerick	hurling-not	listed	2016
Ins	 350
Ins	3	clubs

15,400.00$											 2,389.00$																		 4,750.00$											 15,930.00$															 38,469.00$																						

NORTH	AMERICAN	COUNTY	BOARD	
2016	ANNUAL	TREASURER'S	REPORT	

BREAKDOWN

CENTRAL	DIVISION	
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MID-ATLANTIC Club	Reg Member	CP Div	Insurance

Washington	DC	Mens	football	 600 534

Washington	DC	Ladies	Football	 600

Washington	DC	Hurling	

Washington	DC	Camogie 600

Baltimore	Mens	Football	 600 192

Baltimore	Ladies	Football	 600

Baltimore	Hurling	

Baltimore	camogie 600

Richmond	VA	Hurling	 100 45

Hampton	Rhodes	VA	hurling 100 210

Hampton	Rhodes	VA	camogie	 100

3,900.00$								 981.00$									 -$																			 4,881.00$																			
-$																													

MIDWEST Club	Reg Member	CP Div	Insurance -$																													

Akron	 600 120 250

Albany	Rebels	 600 90 250

Buffalo 600 90 250

Cincinnati	 100 78 250

Clevland	St.	Pats	 600 123 250

Columbus	Naghten	 600 75 250

Detriot	Wolfe	Tones	 600 90 250

Kalamazoo 100 48 250

Pittsburgh	Pucas 600 96 250

Pittsburgh	Banshees	ladies	 600 84 250

Pittsburgh	Celtics 600 99 250

Syracuse 600 84 250

Midwest	Division	 350

6,200.00$								 1,077.00$						 3,350.00$									 10,627.00$																

NORTHWEST Club	Reg Member	CP Div	Insurance

Columbia	Red	Branch	hurling/GFC 600 141 250

Seattle	gaels	hurling/mens	 600 378

Seattle	gaels	camogie	 600

Seattle	gaels	ladies	football 600

Tacoma	Rangers	 100 174

Thomas	Meagher	Hurling	Club 100 51 250

Northwest	Division 350

2,600.00$								 744.00$									 850.00$												 4,194.00$																			

NORTH	AMERICAN	COUNTY	BOARD	

2016	ANNUAL	TREASURER'S	REPORT	

BREAKDOWN
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NORTHEAST	 Club	Reg Member	CP Player	Ins	 Div

Aidan	McAnespies	GFC 600 138 1840
Christophers	GFC 600 63 840
Connemara	Gaels	GFC 600 159 2120
Cork	GFC 600 132 1700
Donegal	GFC 600 153 2040
Shannon	Blues	GFC 600 129 1720
Wolfetones	GFC 600 90 1200

Fr.	Toms	Hurling 600 138 1240
Galway	Hurling 600 60 800
Galway	Football	 600 75 1000
Offaly 100 48 640
Tipperary	hurling 600 90 553
Wexford	hurling 600 87 1160

Barley	House	Wolves	Hurling 600 84 1120
Hartford	GFC/HC 600 112 2160
Portland	Marauders	hurling 100 75 1000
Providence 100 75 1000
Worchester	hurling 600 90 1200

Boston	Shamrocks	LGFC 600 180 1200
Connacht	Ladies	LGFC 600 75 500
Tir	na	nOg	LGFC 600 54 360

Boston	Minor	Board	 1500

11,100.00$						 2,344.00$						 36,145.00$									 10,752.00$																 51,089.00$																

Youth	Income	6	Clubs	
Hartford,	ISYL,	John	Boyle,	Maine	GSA,	
St.	Brendans,	Trinity	Milton		

PHILADELPHIA Club	Reg Member	CP Div	Insurance Player	Ins

Tyrone	football	-Notre	Dame	 600 250 260
Donegal	 600 99 250 1320
Young	Irelanders 600 78 1040
Kevin	Barrys	mens	football	 600 93 250 1240
Tyrone	 600 45 250 600
Na	Toraidhe	hurling 600 60 250 800
Na	Toraidhe	camogie	
Allentown	Hibernians	hurling 600 105 250 300

Divisional	Board	 350
3	Youth	clubs	 750

4,200.00$									 480.00$									 2,600.00$											 5,820.00$																		

1720 14,820.00$																

NORTH	AMERICAN	COUNTY	BOARD	
2016	ANNUAL	TREASURER'S	REPORT	

BREAKDOWN
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SOUTHEAST	 Club	Reg Member	CP Div	Insurance

Atlanta	Clan	Na	Gael 600 100 500

Atlanta	Clan	Na	Gael	 600 101

Charlotte	James	Connolly	mens	football	 600 147 500

Charlotte	James	Connolly	ladies		football	 600 147

Greenville	Gaels	hurling 100 90 250

Raleigh	CuChullains	football/hurling 600 120 250

Nashville	TN	Mens	hurling 100 39 250

Winston	Salem	 100 90 250

Florida	 600 21 250

Divisional	Board	 350

3,900.00$													 855.00$														 2,600.00$								 7,355.00$						

SOUTHWEST Club	Reg Member	CP Insurance Player	Ins		

Albuquerque	GFC 100 250

Austin	Celtic	Cowboys	football	JrC	JrB	Football	 600 250

Austin	Celtic	Cowboys	football	JrB	Ladies	Football	 600

Denver	Geals	hurling/football	Jr.D 600 250

Denver	Gaels	football	Jr.B	 600

Fionn	Mac	Cumhaill	Dallas	football	Jr.D 600

Fionn	Mac	Cumhaill	Dallas	football	Ladies	 600

Flagstaff	Arizona	hurling 100 250

Houston	Gaels	mens	football	 600 250

Houston	Gaels		ladies	football	 100

LA	Wild	Geese	football	 600 250

Na	Fianna	San	Diego	LFFC 600 250

Regulators	Hurling	Club	 100 250

San	Antonio	football	 600 250

Setenta	San	Diego	football	 600 250

St.	Peters	San	Diego	hurling 600 250

SouthWest	Division-Youth	

7,600.00$													 1,545.00$											 2,750.00$								 -$																																																					 11,895.00$				

NORTH	AMERICAN	COUNTY	BOARD	

2016	ANNUAL	TREASURER'S	REPORT	

BREAKDOWN
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WESTERN	 Club	Reg Member	CP Div	Insurance Health	Ins	
Total	

Michael	Cusacks 600 75 250 1000 1925
Sean	Treacys 600 78 250 1040 1968
Sons	of	Boru/Celts 600 93 250 1240 2183
Ulster 600 141 250 1880 2871
Young	Irelanders/St.	Brendans 600 105 250 1400 2355
Eire	Og	 600 66 250 880 1796
Na	Fianna 600 78 250 1040 1968
Naomh	Padraig 600 75 250 1000 1925
St.	Josephs 600 87 250 1160 2097
Fog	City	Harps	 600 144 250 960 1954
Clan	Na	Gaels	 600 81 250 540 1471

Divisional	Board	 350
San	Deigo	YOUTH	Insurance	

4980
6,600.00$			 1,023.00$					 8,080.00$									 12,140.00$			 28,106.00$										

NORTH	AMERICAN	COUNTY	BOARD	
2016	ANNUAL	TREASURER'S	REPORT	

BREAKDOWN
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Austin	-Tx 7,826.84$																									
Chicago	Development	Meeting	Nov	10th	2015 1,189.69$																									
Congress	Sligo-Ladies	Football 2,642.20$																									
Ladies	Camogie	Congress 991.51$																												
Congress	Carlow-Mens	Football	 9,113.04$																									
Youth	Escrow	Funds	Detail	 2,000.00$																									
Michael	Brady-Lawsuit	 11,173.87$																							
Bill	O	Sullivan	-Accountant	 2,495.50$																									
Insurance	-General	Liability	 19,438.00$																							
Insurance	-Players 58,472.00$																							
Admin	Costs 16,339.42$																							
San	Diego	Player	Reg	&	LGFA	All-stars 506.22$																												
Seattle	Trip 1,368.79$																									
Fines 2,500.00$																									
CC	Meeting	Croke	Park 3,921.94$																									
San	Franciscio-NACB	Draw 354.06$																												
CYC	Expenses 16,223.40$																							
World	Games 3,337.96$																									
Seattle	Finals	 29,119.89$																							
All	Ireland	Tickets 28,177.89$																							
All	Ireland	Replay	 10,907.32$																							
Chicago	Finals	 568.80$																												
Canadian	Expense	 10,986.90$																							
NorthEast	GAA	refund	overpmt 690.00$																												
Croke	Park	Refund	Check	 11,438.00$																							
Tyrone/Phil	Croke	Park	Fine	 2,500.00$																									
From	Host	Division	finals	2016	 4,000.00$																									
2016	Youth	Escrow	 5,400.00$																									
San	Diego	Convention	 2,191.12$																									
GAA	Go	2016 1,991.00$																									

267,865.36$																				

EXPENSE	SUMMARY	
2016	ANNUAL	TREASURER'S	REPORT	
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Expenses Oct 2015 -Oct 2016

Austin-TX
Flights 2,390.75$                  
Hotel 3,624.42$                  
Fed-Ex Supplies 337.69$                     
Book Printing 1,473.98$                  

7,826.84$                  

Chicago Development Meeting Pat O Shea

Nov 10th 2015

Flight Liam Maloney 353.41$                     
Hotels-Double Tree- Liam & Paul McCarthy 312.48$                     
Hotel-Burnham -Pat O Shea 523.80$                     

1,189.69$                  

Ladies Football Congress-Sligo

Flight -Bertie Penny 961.10$                     
Flight -Katie Corcoran 862.52$                     
Hotel-2 rooms 818.58$                     

2,642.20$                  

Ladies Camogie Congress 

Flight 821.51$                     
Hotel 170.00$                     

991.51$                     

Mens Football Congress-Carlow  

flight -Paul Keane 950.00$                     
flight -Gareth Fitzsimmons 736.50$                     
Flight Liz O Conner 736.50$                     
Flight-Malachy Higgins 922.77$                     
Flight-Liam Hegarthy 755.36$                     
Flight-Paddy McDevitt 586.00$                     
Bernie 585.89$                     
Ger Dillon 766.66$                     
Hotel MT Wolseley 3,073.36$                  

9,113.04$                  

Greenville Gaels Youth -check1513 1,500.00$                  
Youth GAA -Check 1552 500.00$                     

36,975.00$                
2016-$4700.00 4,700.00$                  

Youth Escrow Balance 2016 41,675.00$                

Youth Escrow Funds -2016                                 Balance 2015                 $38,975.00
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Michael Brady-Lawsuit
Legal Fees-Michael Brady 8,214.87$                  
Legal Fees-Michael Brady 2,959.00$                  

11,173.87$                
Bill O Sullivan-Accountant  
Professional Fees 1,495.50$                  
Professional Fees 1,000.00$                  

2,495.50$                  

Insurance-General Liability 19,438.00$                

Players Insurance 

Connor, Alexander, Sullivan Ins -Players Ins 14,343.00$                
Player Injury Insuramce 44,129.00$                

58,472.00$                
ADMIN COSTS 
Dream Host 9.95$                          
Camogie Assocation-IRL 695.01$                     
Phone-Loop Up & 2 Communication 2,978.47$                  
Trophy Expense-Presentation to Toronto GAA 145.51$                     
Exhibition Promotion 2,085.00$                  
Flowers Purchased Aogan O Fearghail father, 213.61$                     
Joe McDonagh, Gerry McKnight 
Registration Fee 849.00$                     
Check Order Fee 25.00$                        
PRO Expense 300.00$                     
USPS 2.79$                          
Sport LoMo Website 481.00$                     
Conley Fleming, LLP -501C3 retainer fee 2,000.00$                  
O Neills merchandise -Shipping 2016 1,184.05$                  
Hartwell Studio Works - New Logo 3,000.00$																	 	
TopScore -Income 3,990.24$																	 	
TopScore -Registration Expenses Fees 2,228.67$																	 	
Paul Keane exp reimb Printer 141.36$																				 	

16,339.42$                
Seattle Trip Pre Play Off
Replay-Flight Bernie C 398.20$																				 	
Gareth Fitz 421.96$																				 	
Paul Keane 548.63$																				 	

1,368.79$																	 	

San Diego-Player Reg  & LGFA All-stars
Paul Keane exp reimb 506.22$																				 	
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FINES 
Croke Park Tyrone Phil fine  2,500.00$																	 	

CC Meeting CrokePark 
Malachy Higgins flight 2,117.91$																	 	
Malachy Higgins flight 922.77$																				 	
Malachy Higgins flight 881.26$																				 	
Malachy Higgins Income reimb. 2028.73
Malachy Higgins Income reimb. 908.79

3,921.94$																	 	

San Franciscio -NACB Draw
Dok O Caoimh-Flight Reimb San Fran -ck 1556 354.06$																				 	

CYC Expenses
FGA-ChicagoChart 1,722.95$																	 	
Accommadation 9,356.73$																	 	
Carraig Pub/Gaelic Oak 4,284.00$																	 	
O Neills 859.72$																				 	

16,223.40$															 	
World Games 
American Airlines -Flight Liz O Connor 2,190.96$																	 	
Accommadation 1561 1,147.00$																	 	

3,337.96$																	 	

Seattle Finals 
Flights-Ref 
Maurice Condon 795.00$																				 	
Mark Agner 671.96$																				 	
Hugh Duggan 292.00$																				 	
Tom Regan 767.20$																				 	
Trever Keane 633.96$																				 	
Dave Slevin 878.00$																				 	
Steve Shannon 350.00$																				 	

Keith Knott 698.96$																				 	
Brain Mathews 125.00$																				 	

Flight -Board
Chairman 648.96$																				 	
Central Councel Delage 467.20$																				 	
Youth Officer 904.03$																				 	
Secretary 500.00$																				 	
Treasurer 702.00$																				 	
Registar 648.96$																				 	
PRO-check 294.20$																				 	
Bernie Connaughton 675.00$																				 	

Video -Jerome Quinn 700.00$																				 	 	
Supplies 91.71$																							 	
Crown Awards 873.57$																				 	
Car rental 823.11$																				 	
Bar Code Inc-Reg Exp 197.12$																				 	
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All American Trophy-Medals  2,009.00$																	 	
O Neills 802.38$																				 	
Hotel 11,262.90$															 	
Supplies 274.35$																				 	
Office Supplies Seattle 481.35$																				 	
Cellular	Sales 109.60$																				 	
Verizon	wireless 60.00$																								
Food 212.12$																				 	
Fred	Meye	Fred 712.69$																				 	
Burger	Master	Univ 147.69$																				 	
Einstein	Bros	Bagels 35.05$																								
Safeway	Store 274.82$																				 	

29,119.89$															 	

All Ireland Tickets 
All Ireland Income 30,000.00$															 	

Tickets costs 27,740.54$															 	
FedEx 8/22-8/25 437.35$																				 	

28,177.89$															 	

All Ireland Replay 
All Ireland Replay 13,090.00$															 	

Replay Tickets 10,243.50$															 	
Fed-Ex-Replay costs 9/26 663.82$																				 	

10,907.32$															 	

Chicago Finals 
Maurice Condon Ref 568.80$																				 	

Canadian Expenses 10,986.90$															 	

10,986.90$															 	

Northeast GAA refund overpmt-check 1558 690.00$																				 	

Croke Park Refund Check 11,438.00$															 	

Tryrone/Phil Croke Park Fee 2,500.00$																	 	

From Host Division finals 2016 4,000.00$																	 	
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2016 Youth Escrow

Central Divisional Youth Committee 1,300.00$																	 	

Buffalo Fenians 100.00$																				 	

IFHYL 1,100.00$																	 	

NE Divisional 1,900.00$																	 	

Philadelphia Divisonal 600.00$																				 	

San Diego Youth 400.00$																				 	

5,400.00$																	 	

San Diego Convention 

Malachy Higgins flight 311.20$																				 	

Liz O Connor flight 557.96$																				 	
Paddy McDevitt flight 655.00$																				 	
Gareth FitzSimmoins flight 666.96$																				 	

2,191.12$																	 	

GAA	Go	2016		-Paddy	to	write	a	check	 1,991.00$																	 	

Total Expenses 267,865.36$												 	
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DIVISION FOOTBALL	 HURLING	 Replay	

Philadelphia 9 9 9
Central 34 34 34
Mid-Atlantic 10 10 10
MidWest 13 13 13
NorthEast 23 23 23
NorthWest 7 7 7
SouthEast	 9 9 9
SouthWest 18 18 18
Western 12 12 12

135 135 135

Honoury	President	 1 1 1
Chairman 2 2 2
Vice	Chairman 2 2 2
Secretary 2 2 2
Reg 2 2 2
Treasury	 2 2 2
Pro	 2 2 2
Youth	 2 2 2

15 15 15

All	Ireland	Tickets	Income
Hurling 15,000.00					
Football	 15,000.00					

30,000.00			

NORTH	AMERICAN	COUNTY	BOARD	
2016	ANNUAL	TREASURER'S	REPORT	

2016	All	-Ireland	Tickets
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Item Amount Paid	By:
Accomodation 9,356.73																 North	American	Board
Supplies	-	Colm	Egan 78.55																						 NAYC
Food	-	Josephine	Regan 794.98																				 NAYC Amount	owed	to	NAYC	for	payments	made 1,351.20						
Bus	Rental	-	Eileen	Ryan 237.76																				 NAYC
Water	-	Harry	Costello 239.91																				 NAYC Amount	owed	by	NAYC 3,274.87						
Bus	Rental 1,722.95																 North	American	Board
Food	-	Gaelic	Park 4,284.00																 North	American	Board Ellen	to	write	check	to	NACB 1,923.67						
Shipping	of	Gear	-	O'Neills 859.72																				 North	American	Board
Total 17,574.60														 Amounts	owed	by	Youth	Divisions	for	Food	Stipends

Less	Food	Stipends	paid	by	Youth	Divisions 7,750.00																 Philadelphia 1,500.00						 Liam	Hegarty
Central 1,150.00						 Symonne	Fitzsimmons

Amount	to	be	paid	by	NACB,	NAYC	&	Developemnt 9,824.60																 Western 3,900.00						 Mark	Gorman
Northeast 825.00									 Ritchie	Hanbury

NACB 3,274.87																 Midwest 375.00									 Paul	Mulcaire
NAYC 3,274.87																 Ellen	Joyce Southwest -																
Development 3,274.87																 Paddy	to	write	check

TOTAL 7,750.00						
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2016 Development Fund Report
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2016	USGAA	Secretary’s	Report	
All, 
 
On behalf of USGAA, I would like to welcome everybody to San Diego for 
our Annual Convention, hosted by San Diego GAA. We thank the Host 
Committee for their organization of the various logistics, and look forward to 
a very successful weekend. 
 
A warm welcome is also extended to both Páraic Duffy and Jerry O’Sullivan, 
who join us for the proceedings here, and I am sure they will be witness to 
engaging debate as we plot the direction of GAA in this country for the next 
12 months and beyond. 
 
As has become the norm, 2016 has been a busy year both on and off the 
playing field – stretching from Congress early in the year, to the recent 
USGAA finals and providing many noteworthy moments in between.  
 
GAA Congress 

 
2016 GAA Congress took place in Tullow, Carlow from February 25th-28th. 
 
In addition to conducting interviews for the 4 GDA roles, while at 
Congress the USGAA Delegation had a number of formal meetings with 
various units, including: 

An Ard-Stiúrthóir; 
Munster Council; 
New York Board; 
Canadian Board; 
Croke Park Player Welfare Office; 
Croke Park Insurance Officer; 
LGFA; 
Camogie Association; 
GPA; 
GAAGo; 
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The outcome of motions has been circulated previously, but there were 
4 that were of some interest to International Units such as USGAA: 

Passed 
Motion 4 — Intercounty Minor Competitions to be changed to 
U-17; 
Motion 32 — If possessing an “exceptional circumstance” 
approved by Central Council, Sanctioned Players may be 
eligible to play for their home club less than 30 days after 
the sanction is approved. 
Motion 49 — Sanctions will no longer be issued to 
Australasian areas. 

 
Failed 

Motion 46 — Include a representative of the International 
Units on the Management Committee. 

 
While USGAA has always had a good relationship with the various 
groups liaising with International Units, it was disappointing to see 
Motion 46 fail. 

 
 
LGFA Congress: 
 

At the 2016 LGFA Congress in Sligo, the NACB presented one motion 
for consideration, which passed – Rule 109 was officially amended to 
include: 

For permits issued to players intending to play in the North 
American Board area, the permit shall be issued at a grade of the 
last championship match played in either that year or the 
preceding year. 

 
This will ultimately help ensure a more level playing field for our 
participants. 
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A number of playing rules were also amended and introduced, 
including: 

- It is a foul to deliberately delay the taking of a free kick. (Rule 473)  
- A "high tackle" is a yellow card offense. (Rule 474) 
- A "deliberate sliding tackle" is a red card offense. (Rule 475) 

 
Rule 477 was also amended to allow the referee to play advantage for 
up to 5 seconds, and then if no advantage has accrued, a free may be 
awarded from the spot of the original foul.  

 
 
Camogie Association Congress: 
 

USGAA did not have any motions on the agenda for what was a well-
attended Camogie Association Congress in Limerick, which included 
delegates from other International Units in London and Europe. 
 
In response to the Coach Development issues highlighted during the 
USGAA presentation, the Camogie Association offered their assistance 
in launching a “Twinning Program” in the US, modelled upon similar 
successful efforts in Europe. 
 
A number of possible initiatives were proposed for consideration by 
USGAA, and these have been presented to the Hurling and 
Development Committee for inclusion in their programs. 
 
Probably the most interesting item that was not specific to USGAA was a 
progress report on the integration of the Camogie Association into the 
GAA organization (not to be confused with assimilation). 
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World Games 
 

A full report of the World Games is included elsewhere, but 
congratulations are offered to those that represented USGAA 
successfully in this event last August. 
 
Understandably driven by the needs of the Event Sponsor, one does 
wonder if there is a more suitable timeframe for this event in future years 
– it can’t be a coincidence that turnout was low from the 3 Northern 
Hemisphere regions that still had local championships underway. 

 
 
Tournaments 
 

One very pleasing aspect of the year, has been the number of games 
and tournaments that take place outside Divisional and USGAA Playoffs 
– particularly those that occur after Labour weekend, as it is refreshing 
to know that the shutters don’t come down on the GAA with the 
completion of our National Championships. 

 
However, going forward, for 3 reasons it is crucially important that the 
USGAA be kept informed of all games, both Championship, 
Tournaments and other: 

1. USGAA is ultimately responsible for all GAA activities in our 
jurisdiction, and we must be fully informed of these activities; 

2. In order to sell ourselves to Partners and Sponsors, the PRO needs 
accurate numbers on the number of games\teams\events per 
year; 

3. The Referee Committee should be kept informed as to the 
experience being gained by those refereeing these games. 

 
In 2017, in addition to getting appropriate pre-approval, it should 
become standard practice that Match Reports for all games (Divisional 
Championship, Tournaments and other) be submitted to USGAA CCC 
within the mandated timeframe. 
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Continental Youth Championship 
 

A more detailed report on the CYC is contained elsewhere, but it would 
be remiss of me not to highlight the work done by the CYC Steering 
Committee in ensuring a successful completion of this year’s event in the 
midst of a “storm of the century” in Gaelic Park, Chicago. 

 
The importance of Youth games should not be underestimated, and the 
CYC is the embodiment of the old Gaelic Proverb: 

Mol an óige, agus tIocfaidh sí 
 
Praise the young, and they will prosper. 

 
 
Development Weekend 
 

Through the continued support of the Munster Council, in April we 
hosted a Development Weekend in Gaelic Park, Chicago, where Kevin 
Walsh and Kieran Leddy led courses for Referee’s and Club 
Administrators. 
 
The Referee Development report shows that the investment over the last 
number of years in Referee’s is paying off, with an ever-growing pool of 
certified referees – credit is due to both Dave Slevin and Hugh Duggan 
for their leadership on this critical aspect of games. 
 
However, I am not sure the same can be said on the Club Administrator 
side of things. While many clubs are thriving, in a large number of 
established clubs there is a danger of “administrator burnout”, with the 
same few people being overburdened with duties year-on-year. 
 
Divisional Boards need to take the lead in helping all clubs to find new 
people who can re-energise them. 
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Playoffs 
 

For the first time in USGAA history, our Playoff Rotation took us to the 
Pacific Northwest as the 2016 finals were played in Seattle’s 
Magnusson Park on Labour Weekend. 

 

After 79 Championship Games, and 25 Shield games, we emerged with 
17 victorious USGAA Champions (Listed elsewhere), and I congratulate 
these teams on their feats. I also commend the 66 teams who fell just 
short in their goal of winning National Titles – I am sure that they will 
return with even more determination in 2017. 

 

Two items of particular disappointment and concern related to the 
Playoffs were: 
 
1. The non-attendance of 14 teams, including 8 Divisional Champions, 

with various reasons being proffered – in fact, of the 14 Senior teams 
in attendance only 6 were USGAA teams. 
 
Although the Disciplinary Process will be applied appropriately, if this 
continues to be the trend then the question “What is the purpose of 
the Playoffs” does need to be urgently addressed – and I would 
sincerely hope all delegates bear this in mind during the Report from 
the Divisional and Playoff Review Committee. 
 

2. The attitude (bordering on abusive) displayed by a small number of 
teams in relation to scheduling of games – in particular, by one of the 
Invitational Teams. 

 
There are 4 things that must be clearly understood: 

a) USGAA’s charter is to cater for people that want to play our 
games, our charter is not to cater for people that want to watch 
games on television/internet/etc.; 

 
b) As was stated in advance of the weekend, participating at 

Playoffs means that teams make themselves available to play 
games at any time from 8am on Friday to the final whistle of the 
last game of the tournament; 
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c) Junior C games were played early on Friday due to the fact 
that there were 2 rounds of Junior C games scheduled for 
Friday – this was mandated by that dependency, and not as a 
slight on Junior C grades; 

 
d) 104 games were played in 58 hours – this does not leave much 

room to maneuver the schedule, it very much sets itself. 
 
 
Player Insurance 
 

For the past 2 years, USGAA has offered a Player Insurance scheme 
that has been taken up by 3 full divisions and the Metropolitan Chicago 
portion of the Central Division. 
 
While the 2016 numbers are not yet available, a brief review of the first 
year of the Insurance Scheme does make for striking reading: 

— In the first year of the scheme, 13 claims were processed to 
completion, and the combined Billed Cost of those claims was 
$104,718; 

— The cost to Players in Deductibles was $5,881 — the remaining 
$98k was paid or negotiated by the Insurance Carrier; 

— The perception that this is a scheme to subsidize students on 
Sanctions is far from fact:  $40K of the total Billed Cost was for 
injuries to players over 30-years old; 

 
A more in-depth report is contained elsewhere in the Convention 
Booklet, and thanks are due to Sharon Brady and Liam Moloney for 
overseeing the Player Insurance scheme. 
 
Recognition should also be given to the continued work of Harry 
Costello as Insurance Officer with responsibility for the Liability 
Insurance policy – as anyone trying to source facilities is aware, this 
role is critical in our organization.  

 



	

USGAA	National	Convention	2016	–	November	11th-13th	2016	–	www.usgaa.org	

118	

118	

 
Sponsors 

 
The PRO’s and Treasurers Report contain a more detailed review of our 
various sponsorships, but I would like to thank those that sponsored 
USGAA on a National Level: 

O’Neills 
Magners 

 
Gratitude is also due to those that engage at local level, either through 
Divisional Boards or Clubs – your support is important and very much 
appreciated. 

 
 
Discipline 
 

2016 saw a number of incidents occur which bring great discredit on 
our organization, and reflect very poorly as to the direction that some 
would bring us in. 
 
All of us at Convention are leaders of the GAA – either of clubs, 
divisions or national level. And as leaders it is clear that we have failed 
when we have fostered an environment where some thought it was 
acceptable to behave in the manner that they did.  

 
The County Board has no desire to be caught up in endlessly compiling 
Disciplinary Reports, however we have a duty to perform, and we will 
not shirk from that duty – this is not a case of “something sticking in the 
craw of the County Board”, this is a case of upholding our 
responsibilities when something is a clear breach of the Rulebook. 

 
Such blatant disregard for the Rules of the Association must not happen 
again. 
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Committees 
 

I would like to recognize those that sat on various Committees in 2016, 
their time and effort has proved invaluable to USGAA, and is greatly 
appreciated. 
 

Hearings:  
Sean Breen, Niall Dempsey, Eamon Kelly, Liam Moloney, 
Joe Regan. 

 
Appeals:  

Pat Doab, Donough Forde, Malachy Higgins, Paddy 
Keaney, Dan O’Connor, Dave Slevin. 

 
Divisional Chairs included as needed. 

 
Divisional\Playoffs Review:     

Sharon Brady, Tommy Dolan, Jan Henry, Brian McCarthy, 
Pat Uniacke. 

 
Referee’s Committee:   

Dave Slevin, Paul McCarthy, Hugh Duggan, Colm Egan. 
 
Bereavements 
 

Our sympathies are extended to the families and friends of those that 
passed away during the year – the GAA in this country lost a number of 
good people in 2016. 
 
Also this year, two past presidents of the GAA, and very strong 
advocates of Gaelic Games in the US passed away – both Jack 
Boothman and Joe McDonagh (particularly during his term overseeing 
the International Committee) were instrumental in sowing the seeds for 
the growth we have seen over the last 10-15 years. 
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Closing 
 

I would like to thank my fellow board officers for their work on behalf of 
USGAA in 2016 – there were some challenging moments during the 
year, but I believe that as an Executive Committee we fulfilled our duties 
to the benefit of the GAA. 
 
Again, sincere gratitude is due to the Munster Council who have 
provided significant advice and assistance during the year. In addition 
to the aforementioned visit by Kevin Walsh and Kieran Leddy, we have 
also had Jerry O’Sullivan (Chair) and Simon Moroney (Secretary) visit 
these shores in 2016. 

 
Similarly, the support of the staff in Croke Park, LGFA and Camogie 
Association has been crucial in being able to effectively administer our 
affairs this year. 
 
Finally, I offer best wishes to all for a successful and, most importantly, 
an enjoyable 2017. 
 
 
 

Paul Keane, 
November 12th, 2016.  
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USGAA	Insurance	report	for	2016	
The insurance program over all is a very frustrating and tedious process. It 
changes every year with new rules and requirements for processing claims 
and for getting claims paid.  
 

Since I am just the liaison for paperwork between yourself (GAA member) 
and the insurance company, there are very few things that I can help you out 
with. My main goal is to help you submit all the necessary paperwork and to 
advocate for you and your primary needs. The onus is on the GAA member 
to advocate for themselves and their health and injury needs. Saying all of 
this does not help a player get their surgeries, PT, doctor visits, MRI’s 
approved but I can help guide you to the right people. 
 

Non-resident (Sanction) players are required to purchase the ‘Sanction 
Insurance’, this is a requirement by Croke Park and quiet frankly cuts down on 
a players injury bills. I do not have a run down of what was submitted to this 
insurance or what was paid out. We have requested it and as soon as we get 
a report we will provide it to all divisional secretaries. 
 

This policy the member needs to be in the USA to receive treatment, it will not 
cover expenses once returned to Ireland, same as our Bollinger policy. 
 

For a claim to be processed in the 2016-2017 year/season – you need to 
have the following: 
 

1. All 6 pages of the claim paperwork filed out correctly – every part of it 
2. If no insurance a letter from your employer stating they do not offer 

health insurance or if self employed a letterhead from your own 
company stating that you are the owner. 

3. Copy of Health insurance cards 
4. All providers’ bills to be submitted in the correct format – this adds a lot 

of extra time onto the process if they are not on the correct format – 
contact me to find out what formats are accepted. 
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This year we had 39 claims this year, an increase from last years 31 claims, 
below is a summary of between the 2 years. 

 

    2015        2016 

Claims submitted   31    39 

Total bills submitted  $5,683.09   $104,718.25 

Total bills paid to date  $3,066.08   $22,849.88 

Paid by others   $0    $0 

Deductible    $1,018.59   $5,881.42 

Discount    $831.90   $9112.61  
 

Just to recap on the insurance, the cost per male members is $40 per season 
and female members is $20 with an 80/20 ratio -- meaning that basically the 
20% is your cost as no insurance company covers 100% of every bill. I know 
that there was some members were very frustrated and angry at the slow 
process. I hope that everyone has been able to access the medical care and 
advice that they need to recover. 
 

Lastly I want to thank Liam Moloney for always helping me out with any 
paperwork, phone calls etc., and it is very much appreciated. Another big 
thanks to my divisional representatives, Mary Prendiville in Chicago and Kelly 
Nolan in Philadelphia. 
 

Good luck in the 2017 season to all. 

 

Sharon Brady. 

November 12th, 2016. 
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World	Games	
USGAA entered four teams Native Born teams into the GAA World Games, 
held in Dublin from August 8th-12th, which included International units from 
across the globe – from Argentina to Middle East and from Australia to North 
America. 2 men’s football teams (Chicago and San Francisco Eire Og), 1 
hurling team (Central Division) and 1 NACB camogie team were competing 
for the chance to play their respective finals in Croke Park. 

 

During an Opening Ceremony, which took place at halftime in the Waterford 
v Kilkenny All-Ireland Semi-final, and included team representatives parading 
around Croke Park, a global GAA audience via  telecast, and those in 
attendance at the stadium, were made familiar with the growth and strength 
of Gaelic Games among our International Units.  

 

After Monday warm-ups, on Tuesday morning at UCD the competition opened 
with the USGAA football teams each playing four games -- Chicago topped a 
group which contained Middle East, Canada Eastern, Europe and Argentina, 
while Eire Og led the way over Oman, Beijing, Germany and France.  

 

Chicago and Eire Og faced each other in Wednesday’s second group stage, 
with Chicago proceeding to a semi-final against our US neighbors from New 
York. After a great display of football New York ended up advancing to the 
Native Born final.  
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Both USGAA football teams should take immense pride in their efforts during 
the week, and can be assured that they showcased the progress USGAA has 
made in developing Gaelic Football among the US-born players. 

 

The Hurling team was comprised of players from each of the following teams: 
Twin Cities Robert Emmets, Milwaukee, Chicago Michael Cusacks, 
Indianapolis, and St. Louis. Following four games against New York and 
Germany on the first day, USGAA advanced to the Croke Park finals in Croke 
Park, due in no small part to some fine displays of hurling. 

 

Players from the following clubs formed the Camogie team: Washington DC, 
Baltimore, Atlanta, Milwaukee, Twin Cities, St. Mary’s, St. Louis, & 
Indianapolis. A series of games against Native and Irish Teams offered a 
great opportunity for girls to show off their skills on the field during the week 
long competition, as they also qualified for the finals. 

 

The day of the finals, the teams warmed up in the locker rooms and ran 
through the tunnel just like an All-Ireland Day. As the teams took the field they 
knew it was a moment that they will never forget. Each player played with 
their heart and did not give up until the final whistle. This ambition allowed the 
two NACB teams to raise their cups in front of the crowd at Croke Park!  

 

 

 

 



	

USGAA	National	Convention	2016	–	November	11th-13th	2016	–	www.usgaa.org	

125	

125	

 

The World Games finished with a closing banquet on Friday night. This was 
the one night all teams came together to celebrate GAA around the world. 
There was music and dancing from around the world but the most exciting 
moment was when they announced two NACB players, Zoe Beaty and Aaron 
Dooley, as All Stars.   

 

              
 Lizzie Reynolds. 

November 12th, 2016   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eire Og, San Francisco, World Games 2016 
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Central Division Football Team, World Games 2016 

 

 

Central Division Hurling Team,  

World Games 2016 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
       USGAA Camogie Representative Team,  

World Games 2016
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Motions	submitted	for	2016	USGAA	Convention:	
 

1-4:  Divisions 

5-9:  Resident Players 

10-13: Playoffs 

14-22: Sanctions 

23-24: Registration 

25:  USGAA Convention 

26-28: Miscellaneous 
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Divisions: 
 

Motion 1:  Submitted by Indianapolis GAA 
 

Proposal to modify Byelaw 6.  

Current definition of CHICAGO CENTRAL:  

CHICAGO CENTRAL: Chicago and suburbs, Chicago Loyola, 
Milwaukee, Kansas City, Minneapolis/St. Paul, South Bend, St. 
Louis, Kirksville MO. Waukesha, WI. 

 

Modify CHICAGO CENTRAL to read:  

CHICAGO CENTRAL: Cu Chulainns Hurling, Erin’s Rovers Ladies 
Football, Harry Bolands Hurling, John McBrides Men’s Football, 
Limerick Hurling, Chicago Michael Cusack Hurling, Na Aisling 
Gaels Ladies Football, Padraig Pearses Men’s Football, Parnells 
Men’s Football, Patriots Men’s Football, St. Brendans Men’s 
Football, St. Brigid’s Ladies Football, St. Mary’s Camogie, and 
Wolfe Tones Men’s Football.  

 

Add new division, to read:  

HEARTLAND: Fox River Hurling, Indianapolis GAA, Kansas City 
GAC, Hurling Club of Madison and Madison Gaelic Football, 
Milwaukee Hurling & Camogie, Naperville Hurling & Camogie, St. 
Louis GAC, Twin Cities Men’s & Ladies Football, Twin Cities Robert 
Emmets Hurling & Camogie. 
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Motion 2:  Submitted by Milwaukee Hurling Club 
 

Proposal to modify Byelaw 6.  

Current definition of CHICAGO CENTRAL:  

CHICAGO CENTRAL: Chicago and suburbs, Chicago Loyola, 
Milwaukee, Kansas City, Minneapolis/St. Paul, South Bend, St. Louis, 
Kirksville MO. Waukesha, WI. 

 

Modify CHICAGO CENTRAL to read: 

CHICAGO CENTRAL: Chicago and suburbs (excluding Naperville 
Hurling Club) 

 

Add new division, to read: 

HEARTLAND: Illinois (with the exclusion of Chicago and suburbs), 
Indiana (with the exclusion of Chicago suburbs), Iowa, Kentucky, 
Minnesota, Missouri, Naperville Hurling Club and Wisconsin. 
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Motion 3:  Submitted by Naperville Hurling Club 
 

Proposal to modify Byelaw 6.  

Current definition of CHICAGO CENTRAL:  

CHICAGO CENTRAL: Chicago and suburbs, Chicago Loyola, 
Milwaukee, Kansas City, Minneapolis/St. Paul, South Bend, St. 
Louis, Kirksville MO. Waukesha, WI. 

 

Modify CHICAGO CENTRAL to read: 

CHICAGO CENTRAL: Chicago and suburbs in Cook County, 
eastern DuPage County (east of lnterstate 355), Lake County and 
eastern Will County (east of Joliet) in lllinois, and Lake County, 
lndiana.  

 

Add new division, to read:  

HEARTLAND: lllinois (with the exclusion of Chicago and suburbs in 
Cook County, eastern DuPage County (east of lnterstate 355), 
Lake County, eastern Will County (east of Joliet)), lndiana (with 
the exclusion of Lake County, lndiana), lowa, Kentucky, 
Minnesota, Missouri, and Wisconsin.  
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Motion 4: Submitted by St. Louis 
 

Proposal to modify Bylaw 6.  

Current definition of CHICAGO CENTRAL:  

CHICAGO CENTRAL: Chicago and suburbs, Chicago Loyola, 
Milwaukee, Kansas City, Minneapolis/St. Paul, South Bend, St. 
Louis, Kirksville MO. Waukesha, WI  
 

Modify CHICAGO CENTRAL to read:  

CHICAGO CENTRAL: Chicago and suburbs (with the exclusion of 
Naperville), Northern Illinois, Northwest Indiana suburbs of 
Chicago.  
 

Add new division, to read:  

HEARTLAND: Indiana (with the exclusion of Northwest Indiana 
suburbs of Chicago), Iowa, Kentucky, Minnesota, Missouri, 
Naperville, Wisconsin, and Southern Illinois.  
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Resident Players 
 

Motion 5: Submitted by Sons of Boru-Celts 
 

Proposal to modify the 2016 NACB Regulation 4. Sanctions (B)Mens 
Football (I)Senior, to read as follows: 

Each team shall have no less than 8 RESIDENT PLAYERS on the 
field at any one time. 

 

Motion 6: Submitted by Sons of Boru-Celts 
 

Proposal to modify the 2016 NACB regulation 4. Sanctions (B)Mens 
Football (I)Senior, to read as follows: 

Each team shall have no less than 6 RESIDENT PLAYERS on the 
field at any one time 

 

Motion 7:  Submitted by Padraig Pearses 
 

Proposal to modify NACB Regulation 4. Sanctions (b) MENS FOOTBALL 
(i) to read as follows:  
 

SENIOR.- Each team shall have no less than 6 RESIDENT PLAYERS 
on the field at any one time.  

 

Motion 8:  Submitted by USGAA 
 

Proposal to modify Regulation 4(b)(i): 

SENIOR.- Each team shall have no less than 5 RESIDENT PLAYERS 
on the field at any one time. 

to read: 

SENIOR.- Each team shall have no more than 8 non-RESIDENT 
PLAYERS on the field at any one time. 
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Motion 9:  Submitted by USGAA 
 

Proposal to modify Regulation 4(b)(ii): 

INTERMEDIATE – Each team shall have no less than 8 RESIDENT 
PLAYERS on the field at any one time  

to read: 

INTERMEDIATE – Each team shall have no more than 5 non-
RESIDENT PLAYERS on the field at any one time 

 

 

Playoffs 
 

Motion 10:  Submitted by Hampton Roads Hurling Club  
 

Propose that the NACB finals club entry and subsequent draw, not 
currently date specified in NACB regulations or Bylaws, be added to 
NACB Regulations, Section 6 NACB Playoff Games as follows:� 

“Clubs must submit their teams for participation in the draw no 

later than June 30th. The NACB CCC will commence the draw 

after July 10th but before July 15th. Teams who withdraw after the 
draw, will be subject to the penalties currently outlined in the 2016 
NACB bylaws Section 20 (k) 
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Motion 11:  Submitted by Sons of Boru-Celts 
 

Proposal to modify NACB Byelaw 20 (k) (ii) to read as follows: 

If a club who has entered the NACB playoffs withdraws less than 
thirty days before the first day of the NACB playoffs, an 
NACB Hearings Committee may reduce, by up to 50%, the 
number of NACB Sanctions that club is allowed to register in the 
subsequent year. ie. The club may be restricted to registering only 
up to 5 Sanctions at grade of their first team and a further 4 at the 
grade of their second team.  

The club may also be fined an amount to be determined by the 
Hearings Committee, up to $2,500.00. 
 

Motion 12:  Submitted by USGAA 
 

Proposal to modify NACB Byelaw 20(k) as follows: 

Delete Part (i): 

If a club who has entered the NACB playoffs and withdraws 
more than thirty days before the first day of the NACB 
playoffs, such club may be fined in an amount to be 
determined by the Hearings Committee, up to $1,500.00.  

The club shall stand suspended until all fines are paid and 
other conditions fulfilled.  

 

Amend Part (ii) to read: 

If a club who has entered (or has been entered by their 
Division) the USGAA finals, fails to participate in the finals, 
such club will be fined an amount to be determined by the 
Hearings Committee, with a minimum fine of $2,500.00.  

The club shall stand suspended until all fines are paid and 
any other conditions fulfilled.  
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Motion 13:  Submitted by Young Irelanders (Philadelphia) 
 

Proposed New Rule: 
Senior football clubs playing in the 4 major divisions ie Boston, 
Chicago, San Francisco and Philadelphia, would send a select 
team to the NACB finals to represent their city/division  
   
Team's would be made up of Non-sanction resident players who 
are on club registrars as of April 30th of the same year. 

 

Sanctions 
 

Motion 14: Submitted by Sons of Boru-Celts  
 

Proposal to modify 2016 Official Guide 6.12(b) to include the 
following:  

For players intending to play in the North American Board area, 
Sanctions shall not be granted before May 1st in any year. 

 

Motion 15: Submitted by Sons of Boru-Celts  
 

Proposal to introduce new NACB Regulation:  

Registration of Sanction Players: 

No players on Sanctions (either NACB or J1) can register 
before May 1st; 

 

Motion 16: Submitted by Sons of Boru-Celts  
 

Proposal to modify 2016 Official Guide 6.12(b)(iv) to read as follows: 

A Sanction shall not be granted after the 1st July for players 
intending to play in the Canadian Board or North American Board 
areas, or after the 20th July for players intending to play in the 
New York area. � 
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Motion 17: Submitted by Sons of Boru-Celts  
 

Proposal to introduce new NACB Regulation:  

Registration of Sanction Players: 

No players on Sanctions (either NACB or J1) can register 
after July 1st; 

 

Motion 18:  Submitted by Padraig Pearses 
 

Proposal to modify NACB Regulation 3. SANCTIONED PLAYERS (a) 
Men's Clubs Only to read as follows:  
 

Sanctions shall not be granted later than June 30th.  
 

(Per. 6.11(b), (iv), T.O. 2012. 
 

Motion 19:  Submitted by St. Josephs 
 

Proposal to amend OG 6.12 (b)(ii) section titled “Exception” to include: 
“Such a player may only have their J1 Sanction approved once their 
team has been fully eliminated from the Senior Inter-County 
Championship (including qualifiers).”  

New Wording: 

. Exception: A player who has been included on an Inter-County 
Senior Championship�list submitted to the Referee, in accordance 
with Rules of Specification 2.5 (ii)(a), for a game in the current 
year’s Championship, who holds a valid current J1 Visa and who 
obtains an Official J1 Sanction in duplicate, signed by his Club 
Secretary, the County Secretary and the Director General (or 
other designated person), may be accepted for registration.  

. Such a player may only have their J1 Sanction approved once 
their team has been fully eliminated from the Senior Inter-County 
Championship (including qualifiers). 
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Motion 20:  Submitted by Padraig Pearses 
 

Proposal to modify Official Guide (Part 1) Rule 6.12 Playing in 
U.S.A./Canada/Australasia/Europe (b) (vii) to read as follows: 
 

The number of Sanctioned Players permitted for any Club in the 
North American County Board Area shall be as follows: 

- A Club with one team - a maximum of ten; in Senior Hurling 
only a Club with one team - a maximum of twelve.  
- A Club with a second team - a further ten, restricted to the 
grade of the second team.  

 
A Club may also avail of the services of Players who have a valid 
current J1 Visa, as well as a separate J1 Sanction but inclusive of 
J1 Sanctions may not exceed the permissible number of sanctions. 
 
In the case of the Canadian Board Area, the maximum number of 
Sanctioned Players per club shall be ten.  
 
In the case of New York, the maximum number of Sanctioned 
Players shall be six.   
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Motion 21:  Submitted by USGAA 
 

Proposal to modify Official Guide 6.12 (b)(vii): 

  The number of Sanctioned Players permitted for any Club in the North 
American County Board Area shall be as follows:  

 -  A Club with one team - a maximum of ten; In Senior 
Hurling only a Club with one team – a maximum of twelve. � 

 -  A Club with a second team - a further eight, restricted to 
the grade of the second team.� 

 In addition, a Club may also avail of the services of Players who have a 
valid current J1 Visa, as well as a separate J1 Sanction.� 

 In the case of the Canadian Board Area, the maximum number of 
Sanctioned Players per club shall be ten.� 

 In the case of New York, the maximum number of Sanctioned Players 
per team shall be six. � 

to read as follows: 

The number of Sanctioned Players permitted for any Club in the North 
American County Board Area shall be as follows:  

-  Except for Senior Hurling, a Club with one team - a maximum of ten;  

-  Except for Senior Hurling, a Club with a second team - a further�eight, 
restricted to the grade of the second team.� 

-  In Senior Hurling a Club with one team – a maximum of twelve;  

-  A Senior Hurling Club with a second team – a maximum of twelve (12) at 
senior grade, plus a further eight, restricted to the grade of the second team. 

In addition, a Club may also avail of the services of Players who have a 
valid current J1 Visa, as well as a separate J1 Sanction.� 

In the case of the Canadian Board Area, the maximum number of 
Sanctioned Players per club shall be ten.� 

In the case of New York, the maximum number of Sanctioned Players per 
team shall be six. � 
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Motion 22:  Submitted by USGAA 
 

Proposal to modify Official Guide 6.12 (b)(vii): 

  The number of Sanctioned Players permitted for any Club in the North 
American County Board Area shall be as follows:  

 -  A Club with one team - a maximum of ten; In Senior 
Hurling only a Club with one team – a maximum of twelve. � 

 -  A Club with a second team - a further eight, restricted to 
the grade of the second team.� 

 In addition, a Club may also avail of the services of Players who have a 
valid current J1 Visa, as well as a separate J1 Sanction.� 

 In the case of the Canadian Board Area, the maximum number of 
Sanctioned Players per club shall be ten.� 

 In the case of New York, the maximum number of Sanctioned Players 
per team shall be six. � 

to read as follows: 

The number of Sanctioned Players permitted for any Club in the North 
American County Board Area shall be as follows:  

-  Except for Senior Hurling, a Club with one team - a maximum of ten;  

-  Except for Senior Hurling, a Club with a second team - a further�eight, 
restricted to the grade of the second team.� 

-  In Senior Hurling a Club with one team – a maximum of twelve;  

-  A Senior Hurling Club with a second team – a maximum of ten (10) at 
senior grade, plus a further eight, restricted to the grade of the second team. 

In addition, a Club may also avail of the services of Players who have a 
valid current J1 Visa, as well as a separate J1 Sanction.� 

In the case of the Canadian Board Area, the maximum number of 
Sanctioned Players per club shall be ten.� 

In the case of New York, the maximum number of Sanctioned Players per 
team shall be six. � 



	

USGAA	National	Convention	2016	–	November	11th-13th	2016	–	www.usgaa.org	

140	

140	

Registration 
 

Motion 23: Submitted by Erin’s Rovers  
 

Proposal to introduce new NACB Regulation:  

A Player that has never before been Registered with the LGFA can 
be registered with a Club in the NACB area. To do so they must 
submit a form supplied by the NACB (Non-Player form). Once this 
form is completed and verified by LGFA then the Player can be 
Registered with a Club, which will become their “Home Club”.  

If a Player is living in the NACB’s jurisdiction prior to April 30th 
they will be considered resident Players. Otherwise they will be 
considered “Permit Players” until the following year and count 
towards the numbers of Sanctioned players allowed on the field at 
any one time. If a Player wishes to register with a Club in Ireland 
they will be required to apply for an Inter County transfer from 
their Home Club. 

 

 

Motion 24:  Submitted by Hampton Roads Hurling Club  
 

Propose that with respect to the current NACB 2016 Regulations, 
Section 1, (i) (b) and (f)(ii) the deadline language should be amended 
to the following.  

“All previously registered players with an NACB club, who were 
consecutively affiliated and registered with the same club 2+years 
in a row, have the option to renew their registration with that same 

club no later than July 15th. Registration of all club players shall 
be required before playing any official NACB match so clubs 

should take much care to meet the original April 30th deadline.”  



	

USGAA	National	Convention	2016	–	November	11th-13th	2016	–	www.usgaa.org	

141	

141	

USGAA Convention 
 

Motion 25:  Submitted by USGAA 
 

Proposal to amend Byelaw 3(a) as follows: 

 

In accordance with R. 3.11 T.O. 2016 the Co. Convention shall 
elect the following officers whose term of office will last until the 
conclusion of the next year’s Co. Convention:  

Honorary President, Chairperson, Vice Chairperson, Secretary, 
Treasurer, Registrar, P.R.O., and Youth Officer.  
 
It shall also elect a Central Council Representative.  
 
All, with the exception of the Honorary President, shall be 
entitled to vote. 

 

To read: 

In accordance with R. 3.11 T.O. 2016 the Co. Convention shall 
elect the following officers whose term of office will last until the 
conclusion of the following year’s Co. Convention:  

Chairperson, Vice Chairperson, Secretary, Treasurer, Registrar, 
P.R.O., and Youth Officer.  
 
It shall also elect a Central Council Representative.  
 
All shall be entitled to vote. 

 

Convention may also choose to select an Honorary President, if 
an appropriate candidate is proposed. The position, a non-
Officer position, is in recognition of service to the USGAA, and 
as an honorary position may only be held for a single one-year 
term. 
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Miscellaneous 
 

Motion 26:  Submitted by Fog City Harps 
 

Proposal to amend NACB Byelaw 16 regarding Substitutions, which 
currently reads as follows- 
  

SUBSTITUTES: In NACB games (Minor excluded), 5 substitutes 
shall be allowed in Hurling and 6 Substitutes in Football (as per 
2015 TO 2.4(i)).  

In Divisional games substitutions may be in accordance with 
Divisional Committee Regulations. 

  
To read: 
  

SUBSTITUTES: In NACB games, 5 substitutes shall be allowed in 
Hurling and 6 Substitutes in Football (as per 2015 TO 2.4(i)), with 
the exception of Ladies Intermediate and Junior (A & B) where 
unlimited substitutions are allowed at the NACB playoffs. 
  
The number of substitutes allowed in Minor (Youth) Games will be 
determined by the relevant Youth Board. 
 
In Divisional games substitutions may be in accordance with 
Divisional Committee Regulations. 
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Motion 27:  Submitted by USGAA  

Proposal that each team shall have no less than 2 HOMEGROWN 
PLAYERS on the field at any one time. 
 
A HOMEGROWN PLAYER must meet one of the following criteria: 

(a) American born 
(b) Previously registered with an NACB Youth Club 
(c) Currently registered with an NACB Youth Club 

 

A HOMEGROWN PLAYER may not have played at Adult or Minor (U-
18) grade in Ireland.  

 

The following Regulations and Byelaws will require modification and\or 
removal: 

Byelaw 17, Byelaw 24, Byelaw 25(b), Regulation 1(i)(a), 1(i)(f), 
1(ii)(c). 

 

Motion 28:  Submitted by USGAA  

 

Propose that Byelaw 5(h) be amended as follows: 
 

Youth Committee: It shall consist of the Youth Officer (as its Chair) 
and 5 other members elected by Youth Clubs at the Annual Youth 
meeting, from candidates nominated by the various Youth 
Committees throughout the NACB. Subject to the overall authority 
of the NACB this committee shall initiate and coordinate all youth 
activities within the NACB area. 

 

To read –  
 

Youth Committee: It shall consist of the Youth Officer (as its Chair) 
and 8 other members elected by Youth Clubs at the Annual Youth 
meeting, from candidates nominated by the various Youth 
Committees throughout the NACB. Subject to the overall authority 
of the NACB this committee shall initiate and coordinate all youth 
activities within the NACB area.
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Officer	Nominations	for	2017		
 

Chairperson:  Gareth Fitzsimmons (Parnells, Central) 

 

Vice Chairperson:      Bernie Connaughton (Shannon Blues, Northeast)     
 

Secretary:        Paul Keane  (St. Josephs, Western) 

 

Treasurer:       Patrick McDevitt  (Donegal, Northeast) 
Steve Shannon  (Raleigh Cuchulainns, Southeast) 

John Young   (Pittsburgh Celtics, Midwest) 
 

Registrar:     Lizzie O’Connor  (Michael Cusacks, Central) 
  

PRO:    Daithí Ó Caoimh  (LA Wild Geese, Southwest) 
 

Youth Officer:  Liam Hegarty  (Delco Gaels, Youth)  

 

Central Council Delegate:  

Malachy Higgins  (Naomh Padraig, Western) 

    Ger Dillon   (Kevin Barry’s, Philadelphia) 

Brian White  (Seattle Gaels, Northwest) 
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Nominee	Bios	
 

Ger Dillon: 

Originally a Derry native Ger been living in Philadelphia for over 20 years, 
where he runs his own Carpentry business. A member of the Kevin Barry’s 
club, he has previously been involved with clubs in Ireland and England, and 
his sporting experience encompasses both on-field and off-field activities. 
 
A qualified referee, Ger took charge of the 2016 USGAA Senior Hurling 
final. 
 
Current Club: 
Kevin Barry 
 
Previous Clubs: 
Shamrocks/ Na Toraidhe Hurling club 
Kevin Barry GFC: Player, Manager, Coach, Chairperson. 
 
Divisional experience: 
Current Philadelphia Divisional Board Chairperson. 
Previously Divisional Board Registrar. 
 
USGAA experience: 
Member of NACB Coach Education Tutor panel, certified by Munster Council 
and Coaching Ireland 
Previously involved in adult and youth coaching and games development, 
within and outside Philadelphia. 
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Malachy Higgins: 
A proud Leitrim man, Malachy has served in many roles for both the 
Western Division and NACB, where he is current Central Council 
Delegate. His involvement in GAA in the US goes back over the 30+ 
years he has been living in San Francisco, where he works for the City 
Department of Public Works. 
 

Current Club: 
Naomh Padraig Hurling Club 
 

Divisional experience: 
Former Chair and Treasurer of Western Division 
Founder Member of San Francisco Youth League 
 
USGAA experience: 
Current Central Council Delegate 
Former Treasurer 

 
 

Steve Shannon: 
Having grown up in the Midwest, Steve has lived right across the US and 
has been both a player and administrator with clubs in Detroit, San Jose 
and Raleigh – where he is currently on the Academic Staff at the University 
of North Carolina.  
 
Chairperson of the Southeast Divisional Board, he has also held roles with 
St. Josephs (Western) and Raleigh (Southeast). He is also a certified referee 
who took charge of a number of games at this year’s USGAA finals. 
 

Current Club: 
Raleigh Cuchulainns 
 

Previous Clubs: 
Detroit Wolfe Tones 
St. Josephs, San Jose 
 

Divisional experience: 
Current Southeast Divisional Board Chairperson. 
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John Young: 

John has been involved in GAA in the US since he moved to Pittsburgh 
from Down over 20 years ago. Since retiring as a player, he has been 
actively involved as an administrator having taken varied roles for both 
Pittsburgh clubs. In addition to being Current Chair of the Midwest 
Division, John has served on a number of National Committees. 
 
Current Club: 
Pittsburgh Celtics: Player, Manager, Secretary, Chairperson 
 
Previous Clubs: 
Pittsburgh Banshees 
 
Divisional experience: 
Current Southeast Divisional Board Chairperson. 
 
USGAA Experience: 
Member of Football Development Committee 
Member of Sanction Review Committee 
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2016 Bye-laws – Proposed Amendments 
 

Jurisdiction 
 

1.  The USGAA (US Gaelic Athletic Association) shall be the Governing Body of the 
Gaelic Athletic Association in North America excluding the areas under the 
jurisdiction of Canada Co. Committee and the New York Metropolitan area, 
New Jersey and Stamford CT that are under the jurisdiction of the New York 
Board. It shall be the governing body for Ladies Gaelic Football and Camogie, 
as well as Gaelic Football and Hurling. 

 

Board Elections 
 
2.  The USGAA Board shall be elected at a Convention to be held in a city with an 

affiliated G.A.A. Club on the 2nd weekend of November. before Thanksgiving 
each year.  

 
Those entitled to attend are the outgoing Committee, two delegates from each 
men’s football and hurling club, two delegates from each ladies football club, 
two delegates from each Camogie club, two delegates from each division where 
there is a recognized Youth Program, and the Chairperson, with a vote, of each 
Divisional Board.  
 
Only clubs that have competed in the current year’s Junior or higher level 
Competitions at divisional level are entitled to have delegates present.  
 
In accordance with Rule 3.12 TO 2016 the USGAA is authorized by Co 
Convention to select the USGAA delegates to attend Congress.  
 
Note: The Youth delegation from each Division shall consist of (a) the Divisional 
Youth Officer and (b) another person involved in the Divisional Youth Program. 
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Convention 

 
3. COUNTY CONVENTION 
 

(a) In accordance with R. 3.11 T.O. 2016 the Co. Convention shall elect the 
following officers whose term of office will last until the conclusion of the next 
year’s Co. Convention:  

Honorary President, Chairperson, Vice Chairperson, Secretary, Treasurer, 
Registrar, P. R. O., and Youth Officer.  
 
It shall also elect a Central Council Representative.  
 
All, with the exception of the Honorary President, shall be entitled to vote. 
 

(b) The Youth Officer must be involved in the Youth program in his/her divisional 
area. 

 
(c) A delegate to the USGAA Annual Convention must be a member of the Club 

he/she represents and must be duly authorized, in writing, to represent that 
club at Convention. 

 

Committees 
 
4. The Co. Committee shall consist of the Officers and the Central Council 

Representative. 
 
 
5.  In accordance with Rule 3.20 & 3.21 T.O. 2016 the Co. Committee shall 

appoint the following additional subcommittees whose membership and functions 
shall be as set out in Bye-Laws:  
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(a) Management Committee: It shall consist of the Chairman, Vice Chairman and 

Secretary of the USGAA. 
 
(b) Competitions Control Committee (CCC): It shall consist of 5 members namely 

the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Secretary, Registrar and PRO of the USGAA 
 
 
 
(c) Finance Committee: It shall consist of the USGAA Treasurer, Vice Chairman, 

Registrar, PRO & Youth Officer.  
 
(d) Hearings Committee: It shall consist of 5 members, none of whom are 

members of C.C.C or Management Committee. It shall adjudicate on all 
Disciplinary matters where a Hearing is prescribed and requested, relating to 
the Enforcement of Rules arising from matters under the jurisdiction of the 
USGAA.  

 
(e) Appeals Committee: It shall consist of the Central Council Delegate and all 

others drawn from Divisional Chairmen. No one who has sat on a case at an 
earlier hearing may sit on a further hearing/appeal.  

 
(f) Motion, Regulations and Bye Laws Review Committee: It shall consist of an 

appointed USGAA officer and all Divisional Chairmen. (It shall review the 
current Bye-Laws/Regulations and make any necessary recommendations to 
the Co. Convention. The clubs, under Rule 3.14 TO 2016, may also submit 
motions to enact amend or delete Bye Laws.  

 
(g) Playoff Committee: It shall consist of all USGAA officers and their function 

shall be to monitor and oversee all arrangements for the playoff weekend 
and afterwards to evaluate and report on all aspects of the playoffs.  

 
(h) Youth Committee: It shall consist of the Youth Officer (as its Chair) and 5 

other members elected by Youth Clubs at the Annual Youth meeting, from 
candidates nominated by the various Youth Committees throughout the 
USGAA. Subject to the overall authority of the USGAA this committee shall 
initiate and coordinate all youth activities within the USGAA area.  
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Divisions 
 

6.  Under the control of the USGAA, there shall be the following Divisional Boards:-  
 

BOSTON Northeast: Boston and suburbs, All New England States including 
Connecticut with the exception of Stamford CT. 
 
CHICAGO Central: Chicago and suburbs, Chicago Loyola, Milwaukee, Kansas 
City, Minneapolis/St. Paul, South Bend, St. Louis, Kirksville MO. Waukesha, 
WI  

 
SAN FRANCISCO Western: San Francisco suburbs, Burlingame, Oakland, San 
Jose.  
 
PHILADELPHIA: Philadelphia and suburbs, Allentown PA.  
 
MIDWEST: Albany, Akron, Buffalo, Cleveland, Detroit, Pittsburgh, Syracuse, 
Rochester. 
 
SOUTH EAST: Georgia-Atlanta, North Carolina – Charlotte, South Carolina, 
Florida – Fort Lauderdale,  
 
SOUTH WEST: New Mexico -Albuquerque, Texas-Austin, Colorado-Denver, 
Arizona – Phoenix, California South -Los Angeles, Orange County, San 
Diego, San Luis Obispo.  
 
NORTH WEST: Portland, Washington - Seattle, Spokane, Utah.  
 
MID ATLANTIC: Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia, Washington DC.  

 
 
 
7. DIVISIONAL BOARDS: 
 

(a) Each Divisional Board shall be administered by a Committee elected at an 
Annual General Meeting of the outgoing committee, including the Youth 
Officer, and delegates from Clubs which competed in the most recent Junior 
or higher grade competitions.  
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The club Delegates entitled to attend and vote are as follows:  
• Two delegates from each Registered Club Unit, subject to any 

exclusions outlined by 2016 OG 3.9. 
 
A Registered Club Unit is one that has paid Registration Fees in the 
season leading up to Convention. “Dual Clubs” that have paid one 
Registration fee may be considered as one Registered Club Unit. 

 
(b) The AGM shall elect the following officers who shall hold office until the end 

of the next AGM:  
Chairperson, Vice-chairperson, Secretary, Assistant secretary (if needed), 
Treasurer, Assistant Treasurer (if needed), PRO, Registrar, and Youth 
officer.  

 
The Youth Officer must be involved in the Youth program in his/her 
divisional area.  

 
(c) Each Divisional Board shall consist of (i) the Officers, and (ii) two delegates 

from each affiliated adult club. 
 

(d) Each Divisional Board shall be responsible for the organization, control, 
discipline and management of Hurling, Football, Ladies’ Football and 
Camogie within its Division.  

 
It shall conduct its business in accordance with the Current Official Guide, the 
Official Guides of Ladies Gaelic Football Association and Camogie 
Association, the USGAA Bye Laws and Regulations, and any other 
Regulations drawn up by the Divisional Board and approved annually by the 
USGAA. and Central Council.  

 
No Regulation shall be contrary to any Rule in the Official Guide other than 
where a deviation has been granted to the USGAA by Central Council.  

 
 
8.  Each Divisional Board shall appoint a Competitions Control Committee consisting 

of at least 5 members, who are associated with different registered adult clubs 
within their division, who shall be responsible for the organization of all games 
under the jurisdiction of their Divisional Board and dealing with all matters 
arising from such games other than those functions reserved to the Divisional 
Hearings Committee.  
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It shall investigate and process matters relating to the Enforcement of Rules 
including hearing Objections and Counter-Objections. The names of the members 
of the Divisional CCC shall be submitted annually to the USGAA for approval.  

 
 
9.  Each Divisional Board may appoint a Hearings Committee which will consist of 

at least 5 members, none of whom may be members of the Divisional 
Competitions Control Committee or Management Committee. Its members shall 
be drawn from different clubs within the Division.  

 
It shall adjudicate on all disciplinary matters where a hearing is prescribed and 
requested relating to the enforcement of rules arising from matters under the 
jurisdiction of the Divisional board.  
 
The powers of the Hearings Committee shall be plenary and appeals against 
their decisions shall be to the USGAA Appeals Committee. 
 
 

10. Each Divisional Board may appoint a Management Committee which will consist 
of at least 5 members, none of whom may be members of the Divisional 
Competitions Control Committee or Hearings Committee. Its members shall be 
drawn from different clubs within the division.  

 
It shall adjudicate on all disciplinary matters relating to the enforcement or rules 
arising from matters under the jurisdiction of the Divisional Board not relating to 
games.  
 
The powers of the Management Committee shall be plenary and appeals against 
their decisions shall be to the USGAA Appeals Committee.  

 
 
11. If any Divisional Committee fails to function the USGAA shall assume full control 

of that Division.  
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Registration 
 

12. REGISTRATION: 
 

The NACB will adopt the Online Registration System.  
 
All Registration packets shall include a glossary of definitions of all player 
levels stated in By-laws, i.e. Senior, Junior A–D, Resident/Non-Resident, 
Sanctioned, or Inter-County transferred. 
 
(a) Each club shall register with the USGAA Registrar through its Divisional 

Registrar according to the USGAA requirements set out in USGAA 
Regulations. The USGAA fee for registration for all clubs shall be 
$600.00. The registration fee for a newly formed club shall be $100.00 
for the first three years, and it will revert to the current registration fee 
after that time 

 
The clarification definition of a newly formed Club in the USGAA is a Club 
which has started in an area where there is no GAA, or no other GAA 
Club in existence. It has Players and Officers who never have been 
registered with a Club in the USGAA.  (continued on next page)   

 
All registrations submitted under Byelaw 13(a) will be reviewed by the 
Officers of the USGAA, and it will be USGAA’s sole decision on whether 
or not a newly formed Club meets the criteria established to registered at 
a reduced rate under Byelaw 12(a). 

  
(b) A Membership Fee of $3 per member shall accompany each registration 

and this shall be forwarded to Central Council by USGAA to complete the 
registration and affiliation process.  

 
(c) A member must be a permanent resident in the Divisional area in which 

he/she is registering. USGAA reserves the right to request proof of 
residency prior to Registration. 

 
(d) No member of an USGAA club may play for any team under the 

jurisdiction of the New York or Canadian Boards.  
 
-- Penalty according to Rule 6.2 TO 2015 (48 weeks suspension).  
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Transfers, Player & Team Grading 
 
13. TRANSFERS: 

Men’s Clubs Only (Ladies Football- Bye-law 24, Camogie – Bye-law 25) 
 

(a) As outlined in 2016 OG 6.12(d)(i), the deadline submitting an Inter-
County Transfers application into USGAA area is March 31st. 

 
A player on a sanction, who has remained permanently in the USGAA 
area beyond his first playing season and is therefore eligible for a 
transfer, will require an Inter County Transfer from his current club if he 
wishes to play for a club in the USGAA area in his second or subsequent 
year.  

 
An application for such a transfer is to be made before March 31st  to 
Croke Park on an Inter-County Transfer Form. (Rule 6.11 (d), (i), T.O. 
2015).  

 
(b) An application for transfer between clubs under the jurisdiction of the 

same Divisional Board must be lodged with the Divisional Board Secretary 
on or before 30th April in any year.  

 
(c) An application for transfer between clubs in different Divisions must be 

lodged with the Secretary of the USGAA on or before April 30th in any 
year.  
Recommendations of the relevant Divisional Committee with regard to 
Transfers must be sent to the USGAA for final decision. 
 

(d) Inter-County Transfers from clubs outside the in New York, Canadian 
Board or Overseas Units to clubs in the USGAA area may only be 
granted by Croke Park on an Inter-County Transfer Form. 

 
(e) Application for all transfers between clubs under the jurisdiction of the 

USGAA must be made on an Official Transfer Form which has been 
prepared by USGAA and can be obtained from the Co. Secretary or 
Divisional Secretary.  
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14.  REGRADING:  
 

Players: 
(a) Junior: Subject to Rule 6.20 T.O. 2016 all Resident Senior and 

Intermediate players intending to play with a Junior Club shall regrade 
not later than April 30th. 

 
(b) Intermediate: A Resident Senior player, intending to play with an 

Intermediate Club, shall regrade not later than July 1st 
 
(c) Notice shall be sent to all clubs listing all players who regrade from 

senior or intermediate grade and this notice shall be received by all 
clubs no later than July 31st of the year in which regrading will be 
effective.  

 
Teams: 

(d) Subject to Rule 6.20 T.O. 2016 any club that wishes to regrade a team 
(or teams) to a lower grade, must request written approval of the 
USGAA prior to March 31st. 
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USGAA Sanctioned Game Bye-Laws 
 
15.  EXTRA TIME:  

In the event of a tie or a draw in USGAA playoff games the teams involved shall 
play an initial two periods of ten minutes per period, followed by two periods of 
five minutes per period until a decision is reached.  

 
 
16. SUBSTITUTES:  

In USGAA games (Minor excluded), 5 substitutes shall be allowed in Hurling 
and 6 substitutes in Football (as per 2016 Part II TO 2.4(i)).  
 
In Divisional games substitutions may be in accordance with Divisional 
Committee Regulations.  

 
 
17.  NUMBERS ON TEAMS:  

All Men’s teams, regardless of code or grade, shall consist of 13 players.  
 
 
18.  STATUS – USGAA Finals:  

A team that wins Junior ‘A’, Junior ‘B’, Junior ‘C’, or  Junior ‘D” competition at 
the USGAA finals is required to compete at a higher grade the following year, 
subject to ratification by the USGAA Board. 

 
 
19.  STATUS – Divisional Competition:  

Any team that wins the Junior ‘A’ Divisional Championship for two consecutive 
years must move to the next higher grade in that Division the following year.  
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Disciplinary Procedures 
 

20.  DISCIPLINE:  
The following Disciplinary procedures will operate during the USGAA Playoff 
weekend and at Divisional Playoffs, if necessary:  

 
(a) Notice of intent to lodge an objection must be given to the USGAA 

Competitions Control Committee Secretary or Chairman not later than 15 
minutes after the finish of the game in question.  

 
(b) Such objection shall be lodged in accordance with the USGAA 

Regulations (Time and Fee) and otherwise in accordance with the Official 
Guide.  
 
An objection must be lodged with the USGAA CCC Secretary or Chair 
within 60 minutes of the end of the game in question.  

 
Objections arising from Quarter-finals, Semi-finals or a Final must be 
lodged within 30 minutes of the end of the game in question.  

 
(c) Notice of intent to lodge a counter-objection must be given to the USGAA 

CCC Secretary or Chair not later than 10 minutes after receipt of 
objection.  

 
Such counter-objections must be lodged with the USGAA CCC Secretary 
or Chair not later than 60 minutes after receipt of objection 
 
Any counter-objection arising from a Quarter-final, Semi-final or a Final 
must be lodged within 30 minutes of receipt of objection.  
All objections and counter-objections shall be heard by the members of 
the USGAA Competitions Control Committee.  

 
(e) Objections arising from Quarter-finals, Semi-finals or a Final must be 

lodged within 30 minutes of the end of the game in question.  
 

(f) Any counter-objection arising from a Quarter-final, Semi-final or a Final 
must be lodged within 30 minutes of receipt of objection.  
All objections and counter-objections shall be heard by the members of 
the USGAA Competitions Control Committee.  



	

USGAA	National	Convention	2016	–	November	11th-13th	2016	–	www.usgaa.org	

159	

159	

 
(g) All objections and counter-objections shall be submitted on an official 

Objection Form, to be found in registration packet supplied at the USGAA 
playoffs, and accompanied by a fee of $200.  

 
Should form not be available, objection shall be submitted in writing and 
include the following information, Objector, Division, Club, game in 
question, i.e. teams, game, date, location, etc. and reason/s for objection, 
including the rules allegedly breached. 

 
(h) Appeals against the decision(s) of the USGAA Competitions Control 

Committee and/or the USGAA Hearings Committee shall be heard by the 
USGAA Appeals Committee.  

 
Such appeals shall be lodged with the Appeals Committee Secretary 
within 30 minutes of receipt, in writing, of the CCC’s or the Hearing 
Committee’s decision and accompanied by a fee of $500 which shall only 
be returned if the appeal is upheld.  

 
There shall be no appeal against the decision of the Appeals Committee.  

 
Clubs involved in lodging an objection, counter-objection or appeal may 
shall request orally, and receive orally, notice of time and place at which 
the hearing will take place.  

 
(i) The Bye-Laws governing objections, counter-objections, investigations and 

appeals will apply to any Divisional playoff games within 14 days of the 
start of the National playoffs.  
 
In these circumstances objections, counter-objections or investigations will 
be conducted by the Divisional CCC.  
 
Appeals against their decision(s) will be heard by the HC of the Divisional 
Boards or of the USGAA Hearings Committee as applicable  

 
 
(j) The decision(s) of the USGAA CCC or Hearings Committee  in relation to 

meeting the time-limits set out for objections, counter-objections or 
hearings is/are final and binding on all units.  
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(k)  NON-PARTICIPATION PENALTY: 
 

(i) If a club who has entered the USGAA playoffs and withdraws more 
than thirty days or more before the first day of the USGAA playoffs, 
such club may be fined in an amount to be determined by the Hearings 
Committee, up to $1,500.00.  

The club shall stand suspended until all fines are paid and other 
conditions fulfilled.  

(ii) If a club who has entered the USGAA playoffs and withdraws less 
than thirty days before the first day of the USGAA playoffs, such club 
may be fined in an amount to be determined by the Hearings 
Committee, up to $2,500.00.  

The club shall stand suspended until all fines are paid and other 
conditions fulfilled.  

(iii) In the event a Hearings Committee imposes a fine upon a club for 
violation of this Bylaw 20(k), such fine shall be split evenly between 
the Host Committee and the club who had been scheduled to play the 
withdrawn club.  
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Club games, tournaments & jurisdiction 
21.  GENERAL:  

To participate in a game other than a game scheduled by the Divisional Board 
or the USGAA, a club must apply in writing and receive permission from the 
Divisional Board or the USGAA as appropriate.  

 
 

22. The territorial area of a club shall be up to the halfway point to the next city in 
which a club/clubs is/are registered.  

 
23. Each Divisional Committee may draft regulations to govern its own operations 

subject to the following conditions:  
 

(a) All such Regulations are subject to the approval of the USGAA and must be 
submitted for scrutiny by USGAA before Jan 1st in the year to which they relate.  
 
(b) The USGAA shall forward a list of the approved Regulations to Central 
Council by Feb 1st for examination and approval by Management on behalf of 
Central Council.  
 
(c) Regulations that have not received the necessary approval, have no 
standing.  
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Affiliations & Voting Rights 
 
24. The USGAA will affiliate annually with Cumann Peil Gael na mBan in Ireland and 

play the Ladies Gaelic Football competitions according to its rules.  
 

Ladies Gaelic Football in North America shall be governed by the 
current/updated Playing Rules and the Official Guide of the Ladies Gaelic 
Football Association in Ireland.  
 
This would apply to all fixtures, National, Divisional and Inter Divisional (The 
USGAA will apply annually for a deviation to the rules regarding the “Sin Bin” 
and to reduce the number of players on a pitch to 13 a-side for Intermediate & 
Junior grades). 
 
• A player wishing to transfer to a USGAA club, from any jurisdiction outside 

the USGAA control, must complete the Official Transfer Form of the Ladies 
Gaelic Football Association and submit this form to LGFA by March 31st of 
the current year. 

 
• An application for transfer between clubs under the jurisdiction of the same 

Divisional Board must be lodged with the Divisional Board Secretary on or 
before 30th April in any year. 

 
• An application for transfer between clubs in different USGAA Divisions must 

be lodged with the Secretary of the USGAA on or before April 30th  in any 
year.  
 
Recommendations of the relevant Divisional Committee with regard to 
Transfers must be sent to the USGAA for final decision.  

 
• Application for all transfers between clubs under the jurisdiction of the 

USGAA must be made on an Official Transfer Form which has been 
prepared by USGAA and can be obtained from the Co. Secretary or 
Divisional Secretary. 

 
• The USGAA will send a Representative to Ladies Congress each year. 
 
• All teams playing at Junior and Intermediate grade will consist of 13 

players. 
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25. The USGAA will affiliate annually with the Camogie Association in Ireland and 
adopt its playing rules for all Camogie competitions.  

 
(a) Camogie in the USGAA will be governed by the current Official Guide of 

the Camogie Association in Ireland, which includes playing rules. 
 
(b) All teams regardless of grade will consist of 13 players 
 
(c) A player wishing to transfer to a USGAA club, from any jurisdiction outside 

the USGAA control, must fully complete Section A of the Camogie 
Association Transfer Form CC4 and submit to the Camogie Association by 
March 31st of the current year. 

 
(d) An application for transfer between clubs under the jurisdiction of the same 

Divisional Board must be lodged with the Divisional Board Secretary on or 
before 30th April in any year. 

 
(e) An application for transfer between clubs in different USGAA Divisions must 

be lodged with the Secretary of the USGAA on or before April 30th in any 
year.  

 
Recommendations of the relevant Divisional Committee with regard to 
Transfers must be sent to the USGAA for final decision. 

 
(f) Application for all transfers between clubs under the jurisdiction of the 

USGAA must be made on an Official Transfer Form which has been 
prepared by USGAA and can be obtained from the Co. Secretary or 
Divisional Secretary 

  
(g) The USGAA will send a Representative to Camogie Congress each year 

 
 
26. A club, which is entitled to 2 votes at USGAA Convention, may cast its two 

votes through one club delegate when it does not have its full quota of delegates 
at Co Convention.  

 
This concession applies only at USGAA Convention.  

 
27. A club’s application for affiliation to the USGAA will not be accepted if there 

are any outstanding debts owed to the USGAA or to the Divisional Board.  
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28.  Officers of the Divisional Boards shall remove themselves from any disciplinary 
hearing involving their own club. USGAA officers shall remove themselves from 
any disciplinary hearing involving a club from their own Division.  

 
29.  A new Bye-Law may be enacted, at a USGAA Convention, by a simple 

majority of those present, entitled to vote and voting. To be successful, at a 
USGAA Convention, a motion to delete or amend an existing Bye-Law requires 
a two-thirds majority of those present, entitled to vote and voting.  

 
The Pre-playoff meeting cannot accept or propose bye-laws or regulations.  

 
30.  Minutes from USGAA/Divisional Chair meetings be published on USGAA 

website or distributed to Divisional Secretaries within seven days of the meeting 
or sooner if immediate action is required by clubs/divisions from matters 
discussed at the meeting  

All-Ireland Tickets 
 
31.  All Ireland hurling and football tickets shall be distributed to the Divisions on a 

percentage basis depending on the total registered clubs in the Division.  

NCGAA 
 

32. The National Collegiate Gaelic Athletic Association (NCGAA) will elect its own 
Board, appoint its own subcommittees and govern its own affairs in accordance 
with its by-laws and regulations which will be ratified by the USGAA following 
the NCGAA convention each year. 

 
A Bye-Law must not be contrary to any rule in the Official Guide and 
requires the ratification of the Management Committee on behalf of Central 
Council before it becomes effective.  
 
 
N.B. Please ensure that the USGAA complies with the Civil Authorities with 
regard to Child Protection Regulations. 
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2016 Regulations – Proposed Amendments 

1.  AFFILIATION AND REGISTRATIONS  

(i) CLUB  
(a) Each club shall register with the USGAA Registrar, through the Divisional 
Committee Registrar, its player’s, official’s and colors, no later than April 30th. All 
affiliating and/or registering clubs shall be required to register at least 13 (thirteen) 
eligible players.  

(b) All Men’s club affiliations and/or registrations shall have reached the USGAA 
Registrar's address, no later than May 15th. 

(c) No club affiliation and/or registration shall be accepted by the Divisional 
Committee or USGAA unless the proper fees accompany it. 

(d) No registration of a player shall be accepted, unless the player is a resident of 
the Division in which he/she is registering.  

(e) Club or player registrations that are submitted to the Divisional Board past the 
appropriate deadline cannot be accepted. Divisions shall have two weeks past the 
appropriate deadline to forward all registration to the USGAA.  

Penalty: Registrations that are forwarded to the USGAA more than two weeks past 
the deadline will not be accepted. unless accompanied by a fine of $100 per day 
late.  

(f) Ladies Clubs. 

(i) Ladies Football and Camogie teams shall register with the USGAA 
Registrar, through the Divisional Committee Registrar, its players, officials and 
colors players no later than April 30th.  

All affiliating and/or registering clubs shall be required to register at least 13 
(thirteen) eligible players 

(ii) All Ladies club affiliations and/or registrations shall have reached the 
USGAA Registrar's address, no later than May 15th. 
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 (ii) PLAYER  
 

(a) DOCUMENTATION:  

Names submitted without proper documentation (completed Sanctions and transfers, 
etc.) or where the residence of the player is not known to the Divisional Committee, 
shall be struck off the registration sheets prior to forwarding to the USGAA.  

 

The club/s and individual/s involved shall be entitled to a hearing by the Divisional 
Committee before such action is taken and shall be notified in writing of the 
outcome.  

(b) FIRST TIME REGISTRATION:  

A player applying for registration for the first time in a Division, must present 
himself/herself to 2 neutral Divisional Committee Officers, at least 3 days prior to a 
game.  

 

(c) REGISTERING PLAYERS:  
All players (Resident, Sanction, American Born, Non Irish) shall be individually 
registered in the online registration system by listing the player’s names, type of 
registration, country of birth, code and grade, photo, and the last 4 digits of the 
player’s US Driver’s License # and/or Passport #.  

All Sanction players must register with their Passport.  

Non-Irish players who have never previously registered with an adult GAA club may 
registrar with a USGAA club on or before August 1st.  

A player’s registration is not accepted until all necessary information is entered into 
the online system.  

(d) The Player Registration Form must be signed by the club registrar and submitted to 
the Divisional Registrar.  

(e) In addition to a signed paper copy of club and player registrations, clubs must also 
submit all Player Registrations via email to the Divisional Registrar.  
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(f) Within 7 days of receipt of the Club Registration list, the Divisional Registrar will 
verify and email the entire list of Player Registrations to the USGAA Registrar with a 
copy back to each club in the Division.  

(g) Once verified, the USGAA Registrar will send an electronic copy with USGAA 
registrar signature to the club and divisional registrar.  

Any club in the USGAA area may request a copy of a club’s official resident 
registration list.  

(h) New player registrations can be added at any time, but a signed complete listing 
will be mailed back by the USGAA Registrar each time a player is added to the 
Registration list. 

(i) All divisions must maintain a digital division registration book that must be shared 
with the USGAA registrar.  

All players must have a completed player’s registration form and signed USGAA 
waiver on file with their division before that player’s registration can be accepted.  

The divisional registrar must enter the player’s information into the divisional book 
and online registration system within 7 days of receiving the forms.  

(j) The Divisional registrar shall compile all completed player’s registration forms and 
signed USGAA waivers into a Divisional binder or scan into a divisional file that is to 
be shared with the USGAA registrar.  

The divisional binder and/or file must be brought to the USGAA playoffs by the 
Divisional Registrar to verify signatures.  

(k) The USGAA Registrar shall sign and date each club’s Player Registration Form. A 
signed copy shall be kept for USGAA records, and a second signed copy shall be 
mailed to the Divisional Registrar.  

The verification of a player's identification and registration by the Committee in 
charge before a game will involve inspection of the Club Registration sheet signed 
by the USGAA Registrar plus the player's listed ID.  

Only an ID that is listed on the club registration sheet is acceptable as proof of ID 
for any player.  
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(l) As soon as possible after the conclusion of each Registration period, each club's 
updated list of Registrations shall be made available upon request for inspection by 
all other USGAA clubs, by providing via email the full name and club of each 
player.  

(m) RESIDENCY 

By May 7th, the local Divisional Registrar will furnish all clubs within the Division 
with copies of all Divisional registrations as of April 30th.  

Clubs will then have fourteen days to question in writing the residency or legality of 
any player on the list. Players questioned will have 48 hours to appear in front of 
the Divisional Committee. Should the player fail to appear, he/she will be ineligible 
to play until such time as the player’s status is determined by the Divisional 
Committee.  

Exception: By June 17th, the local Divisional Registrar will furnish all ladies football 
clubs within the Division with copies of all ladies senior football team registrations as 
of June 10th.  

(n) REGISTERED LESS THAN ONE YEAR:  

A Club may 3 times a year question in writing the legality of any player who has 
been registered with another club for less than 1 year.  

When a club has questioned the legality of a player, the player in question must 
appear in front of the Divisional Committee within 48 hours.  

A player who fails to appear will be ineligible to play until such time they appear at 
a Divisional Committee hearing to determine their status. Notification for a player to 
appear may be given via telephone.  
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2.  COMPETITION:  

(a) NAME: 
The name of the competition in areas under the jurisdiction of the USGAA shall be 
known as the USGAA Championships.  

(b) DIVISIONS:  
The USGAA, consisting of affiliated Hurling, Football and Camogie clubs from the 
various cities, shall be divided into Divisions with each Division governed by a 
Divisional Committee.  

(c) MEDALS:  
The USGAA shall provide a set of medals to the winner of each grade of 
competition in the USGAA Championships (Consistency in the quality of the medals 
shall be maintained from year to year).  

(d) TROPHY:  
The trophy for the USGAA Championship winners shall be perpetual. The trophy 
shall be returned by a date determined by USGAA Board. handed back to the 
winning club's Divisional Committee, who in turn shall return it to the USGAA at the 
following year’s pre-playoff meeting (or on an alternate date) in time for repair if 
necessary and for presentation at the Playoffs.  

 

Any Trophy/Shield not returned on time will result in a $500 fine. 
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3. SANCTIONED PLAYERS  

(a) Men’s Clubs Only 
Official NACB or J1 Sanctions shall not be granted registered later than July 20th. 

(Per. 6.11(b), (iv), T.O. 2012.  

(b) Ladies Football & Camogie 
LGFA Permits and Camogie  Association Sanctions shall not be granted registered 
later than July 1st. 

(c) A player on a sanction or permit, once he or she returns to Ireland cannot afterwards, 
in the same year, return to play in USGAA competitions with the following exceptions: 

1) The death of an immediate family member of the player, (specifically, a 
parent, brother, sister or grandparent); 

2) To repeat a Third-Level Examination; 

3) To enroll/register for a Third-Level Course of Education; 

4) To start a Third-Level Course of Education; 

 

N.B. Any other “exceptional circumstance” must have the approval of USGAA 
CCC of Central Council (R. 6.11 (b) (viii), T.O. 2012, before it is allowed. 

Additionally, any Sanction Player returning to Ireland within the guidelines 
listed above shall notify Divisional and USGAA CCC prior to departure and 
must re-sign the Divisional Registration book on return before being eligible to 
resume playing in USGAA Competition. 

A player granted “exceptional circumstance” exception may not play Hurling, 
Football or Handball while in Ireland.  

 



	

USGAA	National	Convention	2016	–	November	11th-13th	2016	–	www.usgaa.org	

171	

171	

 
(d) SANCTION PLAYERS’ PASSPORTS: 

  All Sanction players must provide their passports for inspection at the USGAA 
Playoffs and at Divisional level games, if requested to do so by a Committee 
member in charge of the fixture.  

Passports, if requested, must be produced prior to the game and at any hearing 
thereafter as a result of an objection or counter-objection. Failure to provide a 
passport when requested will render the player ineligible to participate in that 
particular game until such time as the player's passport has been provided for 
inspection.  

Note: The number on the passport must correspond with that on the Sanction form. If 
the numbers do not correspond then the player is ineligible to play and may also be 
liable to disciplinary action.  

On Passport inspections, only Divisional Officers at Divisional games, or USGAA 
Officers at the Playoffs, are allowed to handle Passports. 

(e) ID INSPECTION:  
Official Registration Forms shall be made available at all games. Before all Playoff 
games, players will be required to produce for inspection by an USGAA Officer the 
government-issued picture ID listed on the Player Registration Form submitted by 
their club, e.g., Driver's License or Passport.  

Failure to provide the listed ID will render the player ineligible to participate until 
such time as the listed ID has been provided for inspection by an USGAA Officer.  

The referee shall note the requests and report any irregularities to the USGAA.in 
any given year. 
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4. SANCTIONS 
 

(a) A Player on a sanction to an exclusively Football Club be allowed play for an 
exclusively Hurling Club and vice-versa once the grade in the other code has been 
established through the USGAA and Croke Park, and their sanction form lists both 
Football and Hurling clubs. 

 

(b) MENS FOOTBALL 
(i) SENIOR.- Each team shall have no less than 5 RESIDENT PLAYERS on the field at 

any one time. 

 

(ii) INTERMEDIATE – Each team shall have no less than 8 RESIDENT PLAYERS on the 
field at any one time 

 

(iii) JUNIOR ‘A’- Each team shall have no more than 5 NON-RESIDENT PLAYERS on 
the field at any one time 

 

(iv) JUNIOR ‘B’ – Each team shall have no more than 3 NON-RESIDENT PLAYERS on 
the field at any one time 

 

(v) JUNIOR ‘C’ – No Sanctioned players are allowed to participate in any Junior “C” 
or lower level competitions; only American-born and resident Irish-born players 
are eligible to play.  

Teams from Boston, Chicago, San Francisco and Philadelphia are restricted to 
playing only American-born players in competitions at these levels.  

All American-born players from Boston, Chicago, San Francisco and 
Philadelphia, who have previously or are currently registered in the USGAA 
Youth and are eligible to play on a 100% American team may also play at a 
higher grade level with another club in that division. 
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(vi) JUNIOR ‘D’ – Only American and non-Irish born are eligible to compete at this 
level 

 

NOTE: All Sanction numbers are to be maintained, inclusive of players being ordered 
off during the course of a game in all grades and in all codes.  

 

(c) HURLING 
(i) SENIOR – Each team shall have no more than 7 NON-RESIDENT players on the 

field at any one time 

 

(ii) INTERMEDIATE – Each team shall have no more than 5 NON-RESIDENT PLAYERS 
on the field at any one time. 

 

(iii) JUNIOR ‘A’ – Each team shall have no more than 4 NON-RESIDENT PLAYERS on 
the field at any one time. 

 

(iv) JUNIOR ‘B’ – Each team shall have no more than 3 NON-RESIDENT PLAYERS on 
the field at any one time. 

 

(v) JUNIOR ‘C’ –Each team will have no less than 10 NON-IRISH born players on the 
field at all times. No Sanctioned players are allowed to participate in any Junior 
“C” or lower level competitions; only American-born and resident Irish-born 
players are eligible to play.  

All American-born players, from Boston, Chicago, San Francisco and 
Philadelphia, who have previously or are currently registered in the USGAA 
Youth and are eligible to play on a 100% American team may also play at a 
higher grade level with another club in that division. 
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(vi) All American-born players, from Boston, Chicago, San Francisco and 
Philadelphia, playing at Junior Level hurling who have previously or are currently 
registered in the USGAA Youth may also play at a higher grade level with 
another club in that division and retain their Junior Status.  

Players who avail of this rule must play with their club of registration in the event 
of a conflict of games. 

 

NOTE: All Sanction numbers are to be maintained, inclusive of players being ordered 
off during the course of a game in all grades and in all codes. All hurling players 
shall wear a helmet for all games.  

 

(d) LADIES FOOTBALL:  
(i)  SENIOR -  Each team shall be limited to no more than 7 NON-RESIDENT 

(sanction) on the field at one time at one time. 

(ii) INTERMEDIATE & JUNIOR - Each team shall be limited to no more than 5 NON-
RESIDENT (sanction) PLAYERS on the field at one time. 

(iii) JUNIOR B - Teams will have at least three American-born players on the field at 
all times (in the event an American-born player is dismissed from the game for 
whatever reason that requirement has to be maintained). 

(iv) Sanctions shall not be granted registered later than July 1 

(v) The minimum age for any player shall be 15 years old on January 1st of the 
playing year. 

 

NOTE: All Sanction numbers are to be maintained, inclusive of players being ordered 
off during the course of a game in all grades and in all codes. 
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(e)  CAMOGIE  

 

(i) SENIOR - Each team will be limited to no more than 5 NON-RESIDENT (sanction) 
PLAYERS on the field at any one time 

 

(ii) INTERMEDIATE – Each team will be allowed to play 3 NON-RESIDENT (sanction) 
PLAYERS on the field at one time. 

 

(iii) JUNIOR – NO sanctions are allowed to play.  

 

(iv) Sanctions shall not be granted registered later than July 1st 

 

(v) The minimum age for any player shall be 15 years old on January 1st of the 
playing year 

 

NOTES:  

All Sanction numbers are to be maintained, inclusive of players being ordered 
off during the course of a game in all grades and in all codes.  

All camogie players shall wear a helmet for all games.  
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5.  JUNIOR  STATUS  ELIGIBILITY:  

All Players must be Junior Grade.  

(a) EXCLUSIVELY JUNIOR DIVISIONS:  
Senior players, residing full time in an exclusively Junior Division, must apply to the 
USGAA for re-grading no later than July 20th.  

 

(b) All Divisions including major Divisions are eligible to compete at Junior B, C or D 
grade.  

To be eligible to compete at Junior B, C or D grade, the participation of teams from 
Boston, Chicago, San Francisco or Philadelphia must be recommended to the 
USGAA by the Divisional Committee, and must be approved by the USGAA.  
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6. USGAA PLAYOFF GAMES:  
 

(a) CONTROL:  The USGAA Officers shall attend all Playoff games in an official 
capacity.  

 

(b) DIVISIONAL WINNERS: The Divisional Committee must forward to the USGAA 
Registrar a panel of 25 players for each grade of competition at least 3 weeks prior 
to the USGAA Playoffs; teams may edit their players list up to 1 week before the 
playoffs. Only those players listed on the panel will be eligible to play at the 
Playoffs.  

Any division where the Division Championship is still underway will have until the 
Wednesday prior to the Playoffs to provide the player panel. 

 

(c) TEAM LISTS: After each game is played during the season and at least 5 days prior 
to the USGAA Playoffs, the Divisional Committee Registrar or Secretary must 
forward to the USGAA CCC Registrar the substitution and team sheets for all teams 
whose club also has a lower grade affiliated team.  

If the required team lists and other team documentation are not provided to the 
USGAA, the team will be eliminated from the Playoffs.  

 

PENALTY: DIVISIONAL COMMITTEE $1,000 FINE, CLUB FORFEIT OF GAME.  

 

(d) KNOCK OUT SYSTEM: The USGAA CCC shall determine the format for competition 
at USGAA Finals. 

All Playoff games up to and including the North American Finals shall be on a 
knockout system.  
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(e) DRAWS FOR PLAYOFFS: In the event that only 3 Divisions enter any specific 
championship, a fourth team consisting of a defeated Divisional finalist in that grade 
of competition shall be entered. The Division from which this fourth team shall come 
will be drawn when needed at the Pre-Playoffs meeting.  

 

 

(f) At the Playoffs, any player who lines up or deliberately attempts to play while 
illegal, as determined by USGAA CCC and agreed on the spot by at least three 
USGAA officers, will be automatically debarred for the duration of the Playoffs 
pending an investigation.  

If a team lines up a player or attempts to play a player in a game who is later 
determined to be an illegal player, the club shall be suspended for the remainder of 
the Playoffs and shall be fined $2,000.00 per illegal player.  

 

(g) UMPIRES & LINESMEN LINESPERSON 

(i) Neutral linesmen and umpires shall be used in all games. If the Host City is 
playing in a game where appointed officials do not show up, for that game 
neutral officials will be used.  

(ii) All participating clubs will be required to provide umpires and linesmen for 
Playoff games, and clubs will be fined $100 if their assigned officials do not fulfil 
an officiating assignment.  

(iii) Neutral Linesmen and Umpires’ assignments will be designated on the playoff 
schedule by club name.  

 

(h) Eliminated teams will have the option to participate in a Shield Competition. request 
and play one (1) challenge match against another eliminated team. These challenge 
matches must be requested by a delegate of each team at that evenings playoff 
meeting and scheduled for the following day provided there is field availability.  

Teams must provide and arrange for their own linesmen, umpires and referee for 
these games as they are considered friendly matches and have no bearing on the 
outcome of the USGAA playoffs.  
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(i) TEAM ADMISSION TO GAMES: Playoffs Host Divisions must charge reasonable 
admission charges (to be approved by USGAA CCC) to the games for players and 
spectators.  

 

(j) TEAM OFFICIALS: A total of three club officials will be allowed entry to the sideline. 
Team substitutes will be required to remain in the designated area during the game.  

PENALTY: $200 FINE  

 

(k) DRESS:  

(i) Jersey's must be numbered in accordance with official team list, as submitted to 
the referee.  

(ii) All players shall comply with proper dress code, i.e. uniform color of Jerseys, 
socks and shorts.  

PENALTY for (i) & (ii) $200 FINE  

 

(l) PUNCTUALITY: Teams are instructed to take the field at least fifteen minutes prior to 
the starting time of their games for warm up and ID inspection.  

PENALTY: $200  

 

(m) A substitution may only be made during a stoppage in play. The player must 
present a substitution slip along with the registration ID to the referee.  

PENALTY: FORFEITURE OF GAME  

 

(n) PARADE:  Where a parade is organized, players should be instructed to march 
properly, keeping in step with the band. Teams should march in numerical order 
after the captain. Track suits/training tops are not to be worn during the parade.  

PENALTY: $200 FINE  
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(o) CLASH OF COLORS: Playoffs teams must inform the USGAA of their team colors a 
minimum one week prior to the finals. In the event of a clash of colors between 
opposing teams, both teams may be instructed to change colors.  

PENALTY: $200 FINE  

 

(p) TROPHY PRESENTATION: Clubs should instruct captains to have a short 
acceptance speech prepared, having regard for the dignity of the occasion.  

 

7. PLAYOFFS - GENERAL RULES.  
 

(a) RETURN GAME:  

A club that fails to travel for a return game as scheduled in Divisional competition 
shall pay the greater of (1) a $2,500 FINE or (2) all verifiable expenses incurred by 
the opposing club for the first game.  

 

PENALTY: 48 WEEKS SUSPENSION OR UNTIL THE FINE HAS BEEN PAID.  

 

(b) Draws made at Pre-Playoffs meetings by USGAA CCC shall stand. In the event of a 
club pulling out and another entering, there will be no re-draw of schedule and the 
USGAA will re-align the bracket as necessary. new team shall fill the void.  

 

Divisional Delegates at the Pre-Playoff meeting will carry and control the same 
number of votes on behalf of their Division as were cast by that Division at the 
immediately previous USGAA Convention  

 

(c) The Pre-Playoff meeting USGAA CCC is permitted to introduce on a temporary basis 
any changes it deems necessary in connection with the running of the current year's 
USGAA Championships. Those changes must also be ratified at the USGAA 
Convention the following November or the changes will no longer be valid.  
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(d) In junior competitions with 4+ teams. All teams knocked out in their first game of 
competition at the USGAA playoffs must  may partake in a shield competition. 

8. PLAYOFF ROTATION REQUIREMENTS  
The hosting of the USGAA playoffs will be on a rotational basis. Starting in 2011 
the rotation shall be in the following manner: 

 

2011 Western 

2012 Philadelphia 

2013 Midwest 

2014 Northeast 

2015 Central 

2016 Northwest 

2017 Western 

2018 Philadelphia 

2019 Mid-Atlantic 

2020 Northeast 

2021 Central 

2022 Southwest 

To be continued 

The four major Divisions will be on a 6 year rotation while all others will bid for the 
playoffs every third year.  

Bids can only be submitted by Divisions, not from a club within a Division.  

In the event of a Division not meeting the playoff requirements, the rotation shall 
move to the next Division in line. (see website for full rotation) 
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9. GENERAL: 
(a) A new grade be established in the USGAA at U21 level.  

 

(b) Within 4 weeks of USGAA Conventions, the USGAA will circulate to Divisions a 
copy of USGAA Regulations and ByeLaws, pending ratification by Central Council. 

Each club under the jurisdiction of the USGAA shall receive a copy of the USGAA 
Regulations and USGAA Bye Laws following the annual convention  

 

(c) USGAA Officers/Divisional Board Officers will be responsible to maintain the tax 
exempt status under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue code for the 
organization of American Gaelic Games. The USGAA Treasurer/Divisional 
Treasurer will oversee the timely completion of the annual tax compliance with 
Federal and State Authorities.  

 

(d) All USGAA divisions participating in the CYC must send 2 qualified referees to the 
CYC tournament each year.  Each division will be responsible for flights and hotels 
and any others costs.  Names of referees need to be sent to the CYC Committee one 
month in advance of the tournament.   

Penalty for not complying will result in a $1000.00 fine paid to the CYC board.   
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10. CONVENTION: 
 

A city hosting the annual USGAA Convention shall incur the costs of any meeting room 
expenses along with any food and refreshments provided during the Convention. The 
cost would not be the responsibility of the USGAA. 

Penalty for non-compliance – Possible elimination following due process from all playoff 
competition 

 

Commencing in 2016, the USGAA Convention be rotated on a regional basis as 
follows: 

Region 1: Clubs based in Pacific and Mountain Time Zones 

Region 2: Clubs based in Eastern Time Zone 

Region 3: Clubs based in Central Time Zone  

Host city to be selected at the preceding USGAA Convention. 

 

2016 USGAA Convention hosted by clubs in Region 1 

2017 USGAA Convention hosted by clubs in Region 2 

2018 USGAA Convention hosted by clubs in Region 3 

2019 USGAA Convention hosted by clubs in Region 1 

2020 USGAA Convention hosted by clubs in Region 2 

2021 USGAA Convention hosted by clubs in Region 3 

Continuing as above rotation.  
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2016	USGAA	Champions	
Men’s Football: 

Senior:  Ulster (Western)   def.   Vancouver (Canada) 

Intermediate: Sons of Boru-Celts (Western)  def.    Fraser Valley (Canada) 

Junior A:   Chicago Patriots (Central)   def.   Austin (Southwest) 

Junior B:  Ulster (Western)   def.   Setanta San Diego (Southwest) 

Junior C:  Eire Og (Western)   def.   Setanta San Diego (Southwest) 

Junior D:  Kansas (Central)   def.   Tacoma Rangers (Northwest) 

 

Hurling: 

Senior:  Naomh Padraig (Western)   def.   Vancouver (Canada) 

Intermediate: Toronto (Canada)   def.   Calgary (Canada) 

Junior A:  Vancouver (Canada)   def.   Indianapolis (Central) 

Junior B:  St. Peters (Southwest)   def.   St. Josephs (Western) 

Junior C:  Seattle Gaels (Northwest)   def.   Na Toraidhe (Philadelphia) 

 

Ladies Football: 

Senior:  Fog City Harps (Western)   def.   Charlotte (Southeast) 

Junior A:  St. Brigids (Central)   def.   Calgary (Canada) 

Junior B:  Denver Gaels (Southwest)   def.   Cayman Islands  

 

Camogie: 

Senior:  Liberty Gaels (New Jersey)   def.   Vancouver (Canada) 

Intermediate: Baltimore (Mid-Atlantic)   def.   Twin Cities (Central) 

Junior:  Seattle Gaels (Northwest)   def.   Liberty Gaels (New Jersey) 


