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2001 - MINUTES

In a victory over John McDevitt of Boston, Sean Gannon of Cleveland who hails from Mayo
returns to serve a second term on the North American County Board as Chairman. However, a mere nine
votes separated the two men. The 2000 convention was noted as one of the smallest conventions in recent
years. The convention was held at the Holiday Inn in downtown Buffalo, New York and present, less than
a hundred members representing only forty-seven of the eighty-five clubs. Representatives from the
Northwest, Southern California and Denver divisions were not present. Many people were concerned that
Southern California had no representatives where there would be hosting the North American County
Board’s Playoffs (2001). However, five Youth Boards from North America were in attendance. There was
a hundred percent representation from the Central Division and just over half from the Northeast Division

clubs.

Voting was required for the positions of Chairman, Secretary, Registrar and Youth Officer.
Nominations for the secretary position were taken from the floor since Celia Hawkins and nominees John
Keane and Bridie Joyce were not present. The secretary nominees: Connie Kelly from Boston, Jim
Carmody from Washington, D.C. and Hugh Duggan from San Francisco. With a total of fifty-eight votes

Connie was elected over Jim and Hugh who each received twenty-six votes.

Nominations for the treasurer position were also taken from the floor because Mike O’ Connor
from Boston declined reelection and two other nominees were not present, John Keane and Tom Purvis.
There were three nominees from the floor, Paddy Rooney from Philadelphia and Michael Coyne from

Boston both of who rejected nomination and Danny O’ Donnell who accepted the position of Treasurer.

Christ Knightly retained the Registrar position over Hugh Duggan with a vote count of seventy-six
to thirty-four. Tim Flanagan from Buffalo and Joe Begley from Chicago were the two nominees for the
Youth Officer position and Tim was elected with seventy-three votes to Joe’s thirty-seven votes. No voting
was required for the following positions: Honorary President, Vice-Chairman and Public Relations Officer.
These positions are currently held by, Martin Keane (Honorary President), Tommy Dolan (Vice-Chairman)
and Eamonn Kelly as the Public Relations Officer.

Once the elections were over, Sean Gannon took the opportunity to thank all of the delegates and
the new members for their support and attendance at the convention. Sean also thanked all of the divisions
in N.A.C.B. for a successful season. Sean also went on to thank the Boston Northeast Board and the Irish
Cultural Center in Canton for their hospitality and a job well done on the 2000 playoffs over the Labor Day
weekend. A special word of thanks went out to Michael Dermody, Chairman of the Atlanta Division for

his time and efforts in reactivating the N.A.C.B. website. The N.A.C.B. web site is: WWW.nagaa.org



2001

ELECTION - NORTH AMERICAN COUNTY BOARD OFFICERS

UACHTARAN OINIGH
(Honorary President)
Martin Kane Unopposed
CATHAOIRLEACH
(Chairman)
Sean Gannon 58 Votes
John McDevitt 49 Votes

LEAS —-CATHAOIRLEACH
(Vice-Chairman)

Tommy Dolan Unopposed
CISTEOIR
(Treasurer)
Danny O’ Donnell Unopposed
CLARAITHEOIR
(Registrar)
Chris Knightly 76 Votes
Hugh Duggan 34 Votes

OIFIGEACH CAIDRIMH PHOIBLI
(Public Relations Officer)

Eamonn Kelly Unopposed
RUNAI
(Secretary)
Connie Kelly 58 Votes
Hugh Duggan 26 Votes
Jim Carmody 26 Votes

OIFIGEACH OIGE
(Youth Officer)

Tim Flanagan 73 Votes
Joe Begley 37 Votes




2001 - MOTIONS

by: 2000 Acting Secretary of the North American County Board,
Eamonn Kelly

Nineteen motions were submitted to the convention, of which eight were either withdrawn or
deemed out of order. The motions that commanded the most interest and generated long discussions were
those pertaining to registration of home-based and sanction players. A motion by the Philadelphia Tyrone
football club that “a sanction shall be granted later than June 20 in any given year” failed because it did not
receive the required two-thirds majority vote. Several other motions that were attempting to change the
rule 7B that permits only “three sanction football players from Ireland on the field at one time” but they
could not muster a two-thirds majority. Many delegates, particularly from the Philadelphia division, made
strong appeals for a rule change as they talked about a serious decline in the registration of home-based
players and the elimination of three clubs in as many years. Arguments against the motions came primarily
from the Northeast and Western divisions, where delegates felt that a rule permitting more than three
sanction players on the field at one time would not help the promotion of the game among home-based and

young local players coming up through the youth programs.

Long discussions evolved around the motions requesting permission for a limited number of J1
visa students be allowed to register as home—based players for Junior football competition. Motions
submitted buy the Chicago Wolfe Tones club requested that from three to five J1 visa students be allowed
to register as home-based players for Junior football competition only with a registration deadline of June
10. While several clubs favored these motions, stating that there were hundreds of Irish students in various
American Board cities this summer anxious to play football but were denied the opportunity because of
existing rules. Those against the motions argued that allowing these students to register as home-based
players would “leave the door open” for widespread abuse of the home-base rule. The motions which

required a recount were narrowly defeated in not getting the required two-thirds majority.

Unlike previous years, very few motions were submitted regarding changes to the national playoff.
The most significant, which passed, was submitted by the Detroit St. Ann’s ladies football club, which
stated that “any team who is later determined to be an illegal player shall be suspended from the remainder
of the playoffs and shall be fined $500 per illegal player.” The same club was successfil with their motion
that suggested that “any team who wins the ladies junior division championship for tow consecutive years

must move to the senior division.”



In an attempt to reduce the hectic schedule of the national playoffs, a motion from Chicago St.
Brendan’s club suggested that “no team should have to play a quarterfinal on the playoff weekend.” That

motion was defeated.

In a rather unprecedented move but the board motions were expected from cities to host the
national playoffs through 2004. Traditionally, convention usually selects a host playoff city for just the
following year but due to motions that were submitted at this year’s convention the board has approved
arrangements through 2004. In addition to the earlier selection of San Diego as the host city for the 2001
games the board announced that the 2002 playoffs will be staged in Philadelphia, San Francisco in 2003
and Boston in 2004.

Next year’s convention is scheduled for Boston on the second weekend in November.

* Please note: San Francisco is the host city for the 2001 games.




2001 - SECRETARY’S REPORT

A minute of silence was observed for the following members who are no longer with us.
May they rest in peace.
John Gallagher
Miker Byrne
Danny Duffy
Donnie Lynch
Pat O’ Brien
Tommy Dowd
Tom Keane
Ann Keane
Matt Thomasilly
Joe Keating

Dan Callaghan

NEW BUSINESS:

Chairman, Sean Gannon welcomed all the new officers and returning officers. He said it was great to see
some of the Founders of the North American County Board present and in good health. Sean also stated
“that the Youth Board was in hands with Tim F lanagan.” Vice-Chairman, Tommy Dolan said, “we should
learn by past mistakes.” Registrar, Chris Knightly was hoping to get sanctions on time in 2001. Five
hundred fifty-three sanctions came in for 2000, a big drop on the 1999 count. Treasurer, Danny O’ Donnell
said he would have big shoes to fill but he would do his best. Youth Officer, Tim Flanagan thanked John
O’ Flynn for all his help and hoped to start programs in schools and colleges. Public Relations Officer
Eamonn Kelly also thanked everyone but would like to see more P.R.O. reports coming in from all the
divisions in North America. Martin Keane was happy to serve the N.A.C.B. for a third term. Secretary,

Connie Kelly said he had no idea what he was letting himself in for, how true.



