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2022 USGAA Convention Agenda  
 
 

Friday, November 11th, 2022 

Evening Session 

●     8:00 pm-10:00pm:     
o         Presentation of Reports: 

▪      Youth Officer 
▪      PRO 
▪       Registrar 

o         Old Business 

  

●     10:00 pm: Adjourn 
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Saturday, November 12th, 2022  

●     8:00 - 900am  Registration of Delegates  
●     9:00am         Welcome Addresses: 

                   John Bridges     Central Chair 
    Bernie Connaughton  USGAA 
                   Niall Erskine       World GAA Chair  
                   Kieran Leddy     Munster GAA    

  
●     9:15 am           Adoption of Standing Orders  
●     9:20 am          Minutes of 2021 Convention 
●     9:30 am          Presentation of Reports  

o     Games Development 
o     Referee Development 
o     Central Council 
o     Registrar 
o     Treasurer  
o     Secretary  
o     Chairman  

●                         2022 USGAA Club of the Year 
●                         Colleen Kelly / Fenagh 
  
●                         Any Other Business  
 
●     12:00 pm   Lunch 

●     1:00pm      Resumption of Convention  
●                       Roll Call 
●     1:30pm      Motions  
●                       Election of Convention Chairperson/Secretary  
●                       Election of Officers for 2023 
●                       New Business 
●     5:00pm      Adjourn Convention  
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Sunday Nov 13th 

●       9:00am – 1:00pm          USGAA Youth Convention 
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USGAA Convention Standing Orders 
In order to carry out the proceedings of the Convention without delay the following 
Standing Orders will be observed.  

1. The Proposer of a motion or an amendment thereto may speak for 2 minutes, but not 
longer than 2 minutes.  

2. A Delegate speaking to a motion or an amendment must not exceed 1 minute. A 
maximum of 2 delegates from one club may speak on a motion.  

3. The Proposer of a motion or an amendment may speak a second time for 1 minute 
before a vote is taken, but no other delegate may speak a second time on the same motion 
or amendment.  

4. The Chair may at any time he considers a matter has been sufficiently discussed call on 
the Proposer for a reply, and when that has been given, a vote must be taken.  

5. A Delegate may, with the consent of the Chair, move “that the question be now put,” 
after which when the Proposer has spoken, a vote must be taken.  

6. No motion, other than that properly before Convention, shall be considered.  

7. Suspension of Standing Orders may only take place with the consent of two thirds of 
those present and voting. 

8. Any motion seeking to amend or change a Bylaw must have a majority equal to three 
fifths of those present and voting. A simple majority of those present and voting is 
necessary to alter a Regulation.  

9. The Chair of each Divisional Board shall be entitled to one vote. Each affiliated and 
registered Club present shall be entitled to two (2) votes even if only represented by one 
delegate.  

10. The Chair may change the order of the items on the agenda with the consent of a 
majority of those present and entitled to vote. 
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Minutes of 2021 USGAA Annual Convention 
 

November 8-10, 2021 
Charlotte, NC. 
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Friday 12th November 
Welcome words from Bernie 
 
He acknowledged World GAA Chairperson Niall Erskine who is with us from 
Ireland. 
 
Youth Officer report 
Acknowledged his committee 
Thanked the board and sponsorship for the supported programs 
Provided a wrap up of the year acknowledging a number of tournaments 
(Liberty Bell, Chicago Youth & AN Other) held throughout the county and 
their host committees. 
Chicago Hurling and Camogie clinics (name he wo folks) 
Sponsorship: Generous sponsorship received from Masita and other sponsors. 
Paul made the point that Masita is unable to sponsor other USGAA 
clubs/divisions/tournaments because of their commitment to USGAA – but 
hey will assist with preferential rates. 
He spoke about child welfare issues and youth rules and regulations. He 
noted here have been breaches in Ireland and we must adhere to directives 
 
Bernie mentioned Feile and wished the Youth Board a successful meeting on 
Sunday 
 
Proposer: Michael Mowles, Portland Hurling 
Seconded: Brian Christ, Milwaukee 
 
PRO report 
Newsletter 
Leveraged social media platforms to provide national level exposure 
Published Be Ready to Play, USGAA Cup nominees, Sponsor support 
Tournament coverage – went live at various tournaments (games in 
Philadelphia, Boston, and Chicago were covered). Caoimhe noted that 
Chicago weekly screen games. 
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Interview series was a successful. 
She referenced our application to be a certified Instagram page. 
Finally, she made some recommendations for the year ahead. 
There were some meetings with Divisional PRO’s but they were not well 
attended. 
 
Bernie explained he importance of the Newsletter in terms of supporting our 
sponsors. He reiterated the importance of the PRO’s reaching out to the 
USGAA PRO. 
 
Proposer: Michael Mowles, Portland Hurling  
Seconder: Tom Regan, Philadelphia 
 
Registrar report 
Tom pointed out the importance of registering by April 30th. While numbers 
looked down when a year-on-year comparison is looked at - the income 
increased given continued registration throughout the year.  
 
Tom remarked that the number of sanctions had greatly reduced. Increased 
registration of Homegrown players. Lots of opportunity for development with 
a number of clubs that didn’t register (ie. Grand Rapids, Flagstaff). 
 
Sean Og’s ladies was a particular success along with Trinity Milton – both 
emanating from youth programs. 
 
************* 
Western Division issue was discussed at length 
Questions re when did it become known to USGAA Board that Western had 
not paid? Oct 4th 
Western registrar was questioned about registration and why… 
Registration to be discussedon Saturdays meeting 
Will the April 30th date report be published 
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Accusation about former board member falsely entering the registration 
system was retracted. 
 
Steve Shannon Raleigh GAA requested that things be sorted out before 
tomorrow. 
 
4594 members is on a par with 2019 – some divisional numbers are down 
but Tom expects growth in 2022. 
 
Question regarding social membership 
 
Steve Brennan requested registration as of May 1st? 
 
If a player registers and the club doesn’t – what happens to the fee? It is not 
reimbursed. 
 
Steve Shannon: Which report are we approving. The presented report does 
not include the Western Division 
 
Brian Christ: can we guarantee that all of the clubs on the report are 
registered? 
 
************* 
 
Proposer: John Flood, Philadelphia 
Objections from Milwaukee 
Seconder: Michael Mowles Portland 
Saturday 13th November 
Bernie opened up with acknowledging those that passed during the year. 
Among them were the following: 
 
In Memorium 

• Sean Lyons (Galway Hurling club and NACB) 



  ….. .     
 

USGAA National Convention 2022 – November 11th-13th 2022 – www.usgaa.org 
 
14 

• Dr. John Newell (Detroit Wolfe Tones, Detroit Pearse’s and St. Annes) 
• Sean Hughes (Young Irelanders) 
• Eamonn Corey (Michael Cusacks SF) 
• Mike Scanlon (Limerick Chicago) 

 
David Flanagan, Charlotte James Connolly’s 

• Welcomed the delegates 
 
Liam Lenihan, Munster Chairperson 

• Sent a message to convention 
• Wished convention well and complimented USGAA on the growth 

within the county 
 
Niall Erskine, World GAA Chairperson 

• Acknowledged the USGAA Committee 
• Thanks local Charlotte members who met him 
• Thanked David Flanagan 
• Mentioned the support that has been provided by Munster and also the 

financial support provided 
• Talked about sustaining our clubs and its importance 
• Operational funding 
• World GAA in place with its own constitution and a representative on 

Central Council 
o World GAA is not a regulatory body 
o 4 Subgroups (Games Development, ????, PR & Communications, 

and Officer Training) have been created populated by the various 
World GAA boards 

• Acknowledged Aine Gibney who recently vacated her position and has 
now been replaced by Charlie Harrison 

• Commented on Friday evenings presented reports: 
o PR: Vitally important as it informs the DFA on activity and growth 
o Registration: Despite no sanctions, championships went ahead 
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• Finally, Niall spoke broadly about World GAA and that he was 
available to help where needed 

 
Adoption of Standing Orders 
Proposed: Keith Knott Akron 
Seconded: Scorr Fry 
 
Minutes of 2020 Convention 
Proposed: Susan Pierce, Indianapolis 
Seconded: Keith Knott, Akron 
 
 
 
Continuation of Presentation of Officer Reports 
 
Games Development Officer 
Proposed:  Michael Mowles, Portland Hurling 
Seconded:  Steve Shannon, Raleigh Cu Chulainn 
 
Referee Development 
Gareth Fitzsimons remarked on the busy year referees had. 
Board had identified a key group of referees who were trained to a high 
level. He acknowledged the work of Paul McCarthy, Dave Slevin, and Hugh 
along with the work by the Divisional Referee co-ordinators. Testimony to the 
work is that we haven’t had to bring referees from Ireland to the playoffs 
since 2012.  
 
Central Council Delegate report 
Mentioned the reports in the media and considered them a personal attack on 
the USGAA board. He pointed to the growth of our finances and our youth 
programs as testimony to this. 
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Attended eight Árd Comhairle meetings, and Special Congress. 
Acknowledged Uachtarain Larry McCarthy.  
 
Paddy mentioned: 

o Financial picture is within the GAA 
o 630 clubs in Ireland are now compliant with the child welfare 
o Solid hurling development work being done throughout Ireland 
o Sliotar development 
o Social media Bullying 
o A hope for greater streaming of our games 
o Allotment of tickets for both All-Irelands was poor 

In closing, he thanked those involved in the 2021 USGAA Playoffs 
 
Bertie Penny – the Western Division was denied due process and felt they had 
to go to Social Media. 
 
Bernie remarked that All-Ireland tickets were sparse. Expectation for the future 
is that our allocation will grow in the future. 
 
Registrar report 
Reiterated that while numbers were down on April 30th – they have now risen 
over the course of the year to almost 5,000. Unfortunately, registered club 
numbers are down this year (Western Division is partly the reason). 
 
Mike Nash: While 11 clubs are unregistered, there are still 304 member 
registered. Not offered any appeal, why not? 
 
Tom Lagan: System is set up as a player led registration system. Process broke 
down from the western division side with their registers not registering the 
clubs. 
 
Mike Nash: Honest error. Why has their registration been retracted? 
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Bernie: 11 clubs in SF registered on October 25th. Played games all Summer 
with unregistered, uninsured clubs. Put USGAA and Treasurer Island in a 
potentially difficult situation. 
 
Paul Keane, St. Josephs: Did SF players pay registration? (BC: Yes), Why if 
they registered were they not covered by insurance (BC: Because the clubs 
were not registered). Are there other clubs that hadn’t paid their registration 
by that date (TL: Yes).  
 
Aisling Doherty (Fog City Harps): Will there be a system change in the future 
to ensure that players cannot register until club has? BC: Yes, we need to do 
this.  
 
John McDaid (Delco Gaels): Why is he not a member given his positions? You 
have to be registered on the USGAA system. 
 
Tracey Rivera: Remarked re the $100 
 
Proposer: Michael Mowles, Portland Fenians 
Seconder: Frankie Moloney, Worcester 
 
Guest Presenter 
UPMC Presentation – Dr. Nate Kegel 
Dr. Nathan Kegel, PhD, of UPMC Sports Medicine Concussion Program, is a 
neuropsychologist specializing in the assessment and management of 
concussions sustained while playing a sport or due to other injury. 
 
He also serves as the Fellowship Director of UPMC’s Concussion Program. 
UPMC have developed a concussion protocol with Croke Park and we are 
delighted to have Dr. Kegel with us today. 
 
Dr. Kegel discussed: 

o Signs of Concussion 



  ….. .     
 

USGAA National Convention 2022 – November 11th-13th 2022 – www.usgaa.org 
 
18 

o Symptoms of Concussion 
o Concussion profile 
o Recovery from Concussion 
o ImPACT (immediate post-concussion test) 
o Frequency of symptom occurrence 
o Role of risk factors in Concussion Recovery 

 
Susan Pearce:  Requested follow-up information 
   Baseline testing is a valuable tool 
 
Tracey Rivera:  Can we get info to our coaches and referees? (JY: Yes) 
 
Steve Shannon: Have there been equipment standards set? 
 
Niall Erskine:  Helmets are standardized in Ireland 
 
Dave Olson:  Is there a link to on-field protocols 
 
JY: Action item – go to Janice (sp?) 
 
Presentation of Officer Reports (cont’d) 
 
Treasurers report 

o 5-year deal with Masita worth over $180,000 (?) 
o Tom described it as bounce-back year 
o $190,000 in support from Croke Park (operating grant to 

Divisions – 1 earlier in the year, $50,000 upcoming) 
o 501ciii group exemption (15 of our clubs, divisions, and youth 

board now fall under this banner) – guidance was provided 
Barry: Western: Request for clarification on the Stack sports registration 
amount (TW: Issue with Philadelphia payment) 
 
J Simpson: question re. funds to Philly board. 



  ….. .     
 

USGAA National Convention 2022 – November 11th-13th 2022 – www.usgaa.org 
 

19 

 
P McCarthy: Question re youth escrow lump sum 
 
Nick Miramontes: question re Butte Montana tournament 
 
Steve Shannon: Where are the footballs and sliotars that we distribute at 
playoffs? They were distributed at playoffs 
 
Paul Keane: Did the policy expense include the credit and discount (TW: Yes) 
 
Tracey Rivera: Umbrella yes or no? (TW: No – but will confirm) 
 
M Nash: What is the status of the Western $6,000 fine? The fines were 
dropped from the playoffs 
 
Tracey Rivera: What about Boston? (the new board will address that) 
 
Thanks to Niall for the $20k + $5k 
 
Proposer: Tom 
Seconded: Keith 
 
Secretary report 
Questions were asked re website and sponsorship 
 
Proposer: Susan Pierce 
Seconder: Scott Fry 
 
 
Old Business 

o Paul McCarthy:  Official Guide & Disciplinary Process 
o Tracey Rivera:  Co-ed question 
o Paul Keane:  Motion 1 and 2, moving forward 
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Club of the Year 
Worcester Fenians 
 
Chairman’s address 

• Acknowledged that it was an exciting year 
• Virtual congress 
• 1st overseas President elected 
• Commented on Secretary position and replacement 
• Return to Play was the most important thing (MS Teams meetings with 

each Division) 
• Debriefed the Western situation 
• 90 teams submitted entries for the playoffs 
• Munster coaching weekends 
• Wished Aine Gibney well upon her departure from Croke Park and 

welcomed Charlie Harrison 
• Thanked our sponsors 
• Thanked Honorary Chair Mike O’Connor for his 2 years of service 

 
Election chairperson: Tommy Dolan 
Election secretary: Niall Erskine 
 
 
Motions 
Motion 1: Withdrawn 
Motion 2: Passed 
Motion 3: Fails (125 for v 68 against – didn’t reach 60%) 
Motion 4: Withdrawn 
Motion 5: Withdrawn 
Motion 6: Defeated 
Motion 7: Defeated 
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Motion 8: Passed  
 
“Division” changed to “City” on Regulations 
 
Motion 9: Passes 
Motion 10: Withdrawn 
Motion 11: Defeated 
Motion 12: Defeated 
Motion 13: Defeated (71for v 121 against) 
Motion 14: Withdrawn 
Motion 15: Withdrawn 
Motion 16: Passed 
Motion 17: Defeated 
Motion 18: Passed 
Motion 19: Withdraw 
Motion 20: Passed 
Motion 21: Passed 
Motion 22: Withdrawn 
Motion 23: Withdrawn 
Motion 24: Withdrawn 
 
 
2022 Election of Officers  
Election chairman Tommy Dolan addressed the delegates and talked about 
the work board members undertake and how no matter what our differences 
are we row in the same direction.  
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The following USGAA Officers were elected for 2022  
  
Chairperson   Bernie Connaughton  
  
Vice Chairperson  Paul Keane  
  
Secretary   Liam Moloney  
  
Treasurer  Tom Walsh  
  
PRO    Caoimhe Butler  
  
Registrar   Tom Lagan  
  
Youth Officer  Paul Mulcaire  
  
Central Council Del Paddy McDevitt  
  
New Business  
  
The new Board was then seated.  
Bernie thanked John Young and Rob Tierney for their work on behalf of 
USGAA.  
Brian Christ thanked the Board for removing the fines for playoffs.  
Tracey Rivera asked a question on playoffs in Southwest, Southwest Board or 
Denver to host?  
Convention 2022 awarded to Chicago.  
  
Meeting adjourned. 
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Youth Officer Report 
 
 
 

Submitted by Paul Mulcaire, USGAA Youth Officer 
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Youth Officer’s Report 2022 

 
Shannon Welton Secretarybng.usa@gaa.ie San Diego 
Josephine Regan Treasurerbng.usa@gaa.ie Chicago 
John McDaid Registrarbng.usa@gaa.ie Philadelphia  
Rory O Donnell Probng.usa@gaa.ie Boston 
Barry Hunt Vicechairpersonbng.usa@gaa.ie Boston 
Brian Rogers brogers2004@sbcglobal.net San Francisco 

 
I would like to thank the USGAA County Board and my USGAA Youth 

Committee for their help throughout the year. The time and effort given 

by the all-volunteer boards is remarkable and no easy feat year to year. 

It was especially hard coming out of a pandemic year.  

 

The pandemic hit youth Gaelic sports hard. Many players aged out or 

found other sports to invest their time in. Many clubs spent this year 

rebuilding and growing their membership. USGAA Youth Committee 

worked with new clubs as well as existing clubs to offer both expertise 

and financial support as the clubs worked hard to grow their numbers. 

 

The USGAA Youth Committee continued its effort to offer more to clubs 

through our website and registration. We contracted with TeamSnap for 

registration and offered all interested clubs their own, free TeamSnap 

account for use in running their club. Unfortunately, the registration was 
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not rolled out until late April or early May and clubs were unable to 

take advantage of TeamSnap. I would encourage the new board to 

continue to offer TeamSnap or a similar program to benefit all clubs and 

streamline USGAA Youth registration.  

 

Through our website and the mandatory background provider NCIS, we 

were able to background check 315 coaches for the 2022 season. Links 

to the background check system and many other resources are readily 

available on the USGAA Youth website. Clubs and the 2023 Youth 

Committee should take advantage of the resources available through 

the website to help build, grow, and succeed.  

 
Tournaments 

They year, we saw the return of games and tournaments across the 

County after having paused for nearly a year and a half. Numerous 

clubs ran clinics and blitzes to help return to some sense of GAA 

normalcy after a 2-year break. During the pandemic hiatus, may players 

aged out or found other sports to focus on. 

 

CYC returned and was hosted in Chicago. The Host Committee did an 

outstanding job and the feedback from all was incredibly positive. The 

CYC Executive Steering Committee had much to contend with as 

registrations were slow, families were unsure about traveling and clubs 
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had difficulty filling out rosters. While it was a smaller CYC, the 

feedback was positive.  

 

The next CYC will be held in San Francisco at a new venue. San 

Francisco is working closely with many hotel, restaurant, and 

tournament partners to make this a CYC not to be missed. I encourage 

everyone to start planning their travel now! 

 

I want to offer a special thanks to Colm Egan and his coaches in 

Chicago for organizing the U7 games at CYC. It was one of the 

highlights for me at CYC. It is exactly how a Go Games format should 

be run. The World GAA Secretary Charlie Harrison was extremely 

impressed and is asking all our GDAs to make sure we are running Go 

Games in your Divisions in the same way as was done in Chicago.  The 

kids just had fun. They showed such delight and were pleased to get 

their medal, shirt, football or sliotar. There were no winners or losers, 

not keeping of scores. Just fun, Gaelic games and a chance for pictures 

taken with the Sam Maguire and Liam McCarthy cups. Families took 

pictures with parents/kids/grandparents and friends. Some families even 

posed their babies in the Sam Maguire. The hardest part was keeping 

the parents from joining the babies inside the cup.  
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Feile was also a big draw this year and the USGAA sent teams from 

SFYGAA, Northeast and Philadelphia. Our clubs were remarkably 

successful back home in their competitions. Boston U15 boys won the 

Division 5 Championship. Boston U15 Girls and Delco Gaels U15 Girls 

made the semifinals. SFYGAA had great games but were unlucky in 

their pursuit. The USGAA Youth Committee applauds the clubs, coaches, 

and players for all the demanding work put in all year. It is not easy to 

arrange with information coming in so slowly from overseas. 

Glenside Youth ran a great Liberty Bell tournament this year in 

Philadelphia. They received much praise from all the clubs that 

attended. Philadelphia Minor Board offered many kudos for the 

volunteers at this year’s Liberty Bell. All adult clubs stepped up to the 

plate and helped the youth programs involved.  

 

I hold the Philadelphia youth clubs in high regard for the annual Liberty 

Bell effort. They are the model for us all to try and achieve. They are a 

great resource for clubs needing ideas for running a tournament or 

starting a new club.  

 

In my time as Youth Officer, I have learned so much from Philadelphia. 

My mentor Liam Hegarty {may he rest in peace} prepared me for the 

Youth Officer role by guiding me while I was his USGAA Youth Vice 
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Chair. Liam’s presence is still with us through his family. His boys play 

for the successful Delco Gaels team, and it is heartening to see his son 

Billy become a GDA for the Philly division. 

 

We also saw the return of Cul Camps across the USGAA. Although we 

only had a few clubs request the Cul Camp Gear from Ireland it was 

great to see all those camps again. If your club wants the gear order 

early through the USGAA Youth Committee Development Officer. 

 
 
Child Welfare 

As a reminder to all and as we discussed at last year’s AGM, the GAA has 

a mandatory and extensive Child Welfare and Protection Policy that must 

be followed by all youth and adult clubs. The link provided here is 

available on our website under GAA in our Resources tab. Child Welfare 

and Protection (gaa.ie).  

 

I did want to highlight some important reminders for all who work with 

players under age 17: 

1. Any player under the age of 17 on Jan 1st must have a coach present 

at practice that has a background check and Award 1 coaching 

course. The background check must be done on the USGAA Youth 

website.  
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2. LGFA and Camogie Association rules apply for Ladies. The rules 

indicate that a youth player who is 16 prior to January 1st may play 

with adults following the same rules as outlined above in Item 1. 

3. No coach should be contacting an underage player individually by 

text. The coach should contact the parent if they have a 

communication to be shared with an individual player. 

4. Registering youth must adhere to strict guidelines which will be 

discussed further at the Youth Convention and published on our 

website. The requirements include registering the youth with the youth 

club in their region first and protecting the identities of minors which 

includes limits and protections on information collected from youth 

players. 

5. All questions about youth player rules and regulations may be sent to 

USGAA Youth Secretary. Secretarybng.usa@gaa.ie The Child 

Welfare and Protection Policy is intended to protect both the youth, 

the coaches and volunteers and the adult club members. Ireland has 

dealt with serious breaches of policy and is requiring strict adherence 

from all Counties. 

 

 

Before I close, I want to express our appreciation for the support and 

encouragement the youth receive from the adult clubs in our County. We 
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are now seeing American born teams rise up in our clubs and compete 

within their divisions and at the USGAA finals. Many of the players are a 

direct result of the youth clubs in our County and the tremendous strides 

they have made promoting the sport and developing programs that keep 

players engaged all the way up.  

 

Because of the love of Gaelic sport developed in them by their clubs, the 

former youth players join their local adult club and help to fill rosters and 

even form entire teams. I would encourage the adult clubs to partner with 

their local youth and assist with the development of youth through 

mentorship and trainings. The youth are the future of Gaelic sports in the 

United States and their success begins with each one of you.  

 

Lastly, I would like to finish my report by informing you that I will not be 

running for Youth Officer again this year. After 10 years on the USGAA 

Youth Committee where I served as PRO, Vice Chair and now Youth 

Officer for the last 4 years, it is time for me to step aside and allow new 

voices and new visions to shape the future of the USGAA Youth.  

 

I want to thank everyone that has helped me along the way, especially 

Shannon Welton who has been with me in this journey the whole way. 

Shannon is one of the greatest Secretaries I have come across and I hope 
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that she sets the example for the role of Secretary across all clubs and 

divisions.  

 

I am not leaving the USGAA altogether. I am running for Central Council 

this year because I feel it is a job I can continue to succeed at and can 

bring a benefit to the USGAA.   

 

I have served in most positions at the club, division and County level and 

will bring a strong skill set to the role of Central Council. I look forward to 

the future of the USGAA and to continuing to work with all of you.  

 
Thank you for your time and attention, 
 
Paul Mulcaire 
USGAA Youth Officer 
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Registration Report 
 
 

Submitted by Tom Lagan, USGAA Registrar 
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2022 USGAA REGISTRATION 

 
 

Division Clubs Teams 
Men's 

Football 
Ladies 

Football Hurling Camogie Members 
Resident 
Players 

Non Club 
Players 

Inter County 
Transfers 

Club to Club 
Transfers Sanctions 

J1 Visa 
Sanctions 

Homegrown 
(American) 

Homegrown 
(Non Irish) 

Social 
Member 

                 

Central 
11 15 8 4 2 1 558 81 35 28 12 79 76 232 0 21 

Heartland 
17 22 4 3 10 5 687 52 4 2 7 5 1 613 0 3 

Mid-Atlantic 
12 13 3 2 4 4 321 45 7 2 8 4 2 238 0 15 

Midwest 
21 21 8 4 7 2 607 46 1 0 2 10 2 521 0 26 

Northeast 
23 35 21 4 9 1 1113 275 25 57 13 164 41 492 0 46 

Northwest 
11 12 3 1 7 1 240 40 6 2 4 1 0 185 0 3 

Philadelphia 
12 14 6 2 4 2 492 62 8 26 2 46 7 313 0 28 

Southeast 
17 31 11 4 13 3 595 96 8 3 7 3 0 467 0 22 

Southwest 
21 28 12 6 7 3 719 216 15 21 13 27 22 382 0 24 

Western 
13 21 9 3 7 2 577 141 32 19 9 92 37 223 0 24 

                 

Total 158 212 85 33 70 24 5909 1054 141 160 77 431 188 3666 0 212 

 
 

 
 

 
 



         ….         …           ..  
 

USGAA National Convention 2022 – November 11th-13th 2022 – www.usgaa.org 
 

35 

 
 

 
2022 USGAA REGISTRATION 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

0
500

1000
1500
2000
2500
3000
3500
4000

Resi
dent P

lay
ers

Non Club Play
ers

Interco
unty 

Tran
sfe

rs

Club to
 Club Tran

sfe
rs

Sa
ncti

ons

J1 Visa
 Sa

ncti
ons

Homegro
wn

So
cia

l M
ember

0

50

100

150

200

250

Total
Clubs

Total
Teams

Mens
Football

Ladies
Football

Hurling Camogie

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

0
1000
2000
3000
4000
5000
6000
7000

Number o
f M

embers

Resid
ent P

laye
rs

Non Club Playe
rs

Interco
unty 

Transfe
rs

Club to
 Club Transfe

rs

Sa
ncti

ons

J1 Visa
 Sa

ncti
ons

Homegro
wn

So
cia

l M
ember

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022



         ….         …           ..  
 

USGAA National Convention 2022 – November 11th-13th 2022 – www.usgaa.org 
 
36 

CENTRAL DIVISION 
 

Division Central  
Total 
Clubs 11       

               

Club 
Men's 
Football 

Ladies 
Footbal

l Hurling 
Camogi

e Members 
Resident 
Players 

Non 
Club 

Players 
Inter County 

Transfers 

Club to 
Club 

Transfers Sanctions 

J1 Visa 
Sanction

s 
Homegrow

n 
Homegrow

n 

Social 
Membe

r 

            
(American 

Born) (Non Irish)  

Erin's Rovers  Inter.   
53 1 0 0 0 3 8 40 0 1 

James Joyce         11 0 0 0 0 0 0 10 0 1 

John McBrides Inter.    
73 19 2 1 2 15 13 14 0 6 

Michael Cusack   Jr. B  
29 5 0 1 2 0 0 18 0 3 

Na Aisling Gaels  
Inter., 

Jr.B   
53 3 12 4 0 1 4 29 0 0 

Padraig Pearses 
Inter., Jr. 
B    

73 19 0 6 7 13 17 10 0 1 

Parnells 
Snr., 
Inter.    

47 10 1 2 0 13 5 16 0 0 

Patriots Inter.    
47 2 2 0 0 9 3 30 0 1 

St. Brigids  Snr.   
43 0 1 0 0 7 9 24 0 2 

St. Marys    Inter. 42 4 13 0 0 0 0 22 0 3 

Windy City Hurling   Snr  39 14 4 7 0 11 4 5 0 1 

Wolfe Tones 
Snr., 
Inter.    

48 4 0 7 1 7 13 14 0 2 

               

Total 8 4 2 1 558 81 35 28 12 79 76 232 0 21 
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CENTRAL DIVISION 
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HEARTLAND DIVISION 
 

Division   Heartland   Total   17           

Club 
Men's 

Football 
Ladies 

Football Hurling Camogie Members 
Resident 
Players 

Non Club 
Players 

Inter County 
Transfers 

Club to Club 
Transfers Sanctions 

J1 Visa 
Sanctions 

Homegrown 
(American) 

Homegrown 
(Non irish 

Social 
Member 

Fox River     Jr. C   12 0 0 0 0 0 0 12 0 0 

Emerald Ladies Football  Jr   11 0 2 0 0 0 0 9 0 0 
Indianapolis Hurling & 
Football (2)   Jr. A, Jr.C  

120 6 0 0 1 0 1 112 0 0 

Indianapolis Camogie    Inter. 31 0 0 0 0 0 0 31 0 0 

Kansas City Jr. C  Jr. C  
36 7 0 0 0 0 0 29 0 0 

Madison Men's Jr. C  Jr. B  
61 13 0 0 0 5 0 43 0 0 

Madison Ladies Football  Jr. B   
26 4 0 0 1 0 0 21 0 0 

Miltown Men's Jr. C    
26 3 1 0 0 0 0 20 0 2 

Miltown Ladies Football  Jr. B   
28 1 0 1 1 0 0 25 0 0 

Milwaukee Men's   Jr. B, Jr. C  
64 2 0 0 0 0 0 61 0 1 

Milwaukee Camogie    Jr. 26 1 0 0 0 0 0 25 0 0 

Naperville Men's   Jr. B  
50 7 0 1 0 0 0 42 0 0 

Naperville Camogie       Jr. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

St. Louis Men's Jr. C  Jr. C  
28 0 0 0 1 0 0 27 0 0 

St. Louis Camogie    Jr. 22 0 0 0 0 0 0 22 0 0 

Trinity Hurling         0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Trinity Camogie    Jr. 31 1 0 0 2 0 0 28 0 0 

Tulsa Men's GAC     Jr. D   6 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 0 0 

Twin Cities Men's   Jr. B, Jr. C  
78 7 0 0 1 0 0 70 0 0 

Twin Cities Camogie    Inter. 31 0 1 0 0 0 0 30 0 0 

Total 4 3 10 5 687 52 4 2 7 5 1 613 0 3 
(2) Registered as separate clubs 

 



         ….         …           ..  
 

USGAA National Convention 2022 – November 11th-13th 2022 – www.usgaa.org 
 

39 

 
HEARTLAND DIVISION 
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MID-ATLANTIC DIVISION 
 

Division   Mid-Atlantic   Total Clubs       12           

Club 
Men's 

Football 
Ladies 

Football Hurling Camogie Members 
Resident 
Players 

Non Club 
Players 

Inter County 
Transfers 

Club to Club 
Transfers Sanctions 

J1 Visa 
Sanctions 

Homegrown 
(American) 

Homegrown 
(Non Irish) 

Social 
Member 

               

Baltimore Hurling & Football (1) Jr. B  Jr. B  
35 7 0 1 0 0 0 26 0 1 

Baltimore Camogie & LGFA (1)  Jr. B  Inter. 31 1 1 0 0 0 0 28 0 1 

Coastal Virginia Men's   Jr. C  
28 1 0 0 1 0 0 25 0 1 

Coastal Virginia Camogie    Junior 24 0 0 0 0 0 0 19 0 5 

Michael Collins Jr. D    
17 1 0 0 0 0 0 15 0 1 

Michael Collins LGFA         0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Richmond Battery Hurling (2)   Jr. C  
30 2 0 0 2 0 0 26 0 0 

Richmond Battery Camogie (2)     Jr. 21 0 0 0 0 0 0 19 0 2 

Washington DC Hurling & Football (1) Jr. B  Jr. A  
89 30 6 1 5 4 2 38 0 3 

Washington DC Camogie & LGFA (1)  Jr. B   Junior 46 3 0 0 0 0 0 42 0 1 

               

Total 3 2 4 4 321 45 7 2 8 4 2 238 0 15 

 
(1) Registered as separate clubs 
(2) Registered as single Club 
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MIDWEST DIVISION 
 

Division     Midwest   Total Clubs   21           

Club 
Men's 

Football 
Ladies 

Football Hurling Camogie Members 
Resident 
Players 

Non Club 
Players 

Inter County 
Transfers 

Club to Club 
Transfers Sanctions 

J1 Visa 
Sanctions 

Homegrown 
(American) 

Homegrown 
(Non Irish) 

Social 
Member 

               

Akron Hurling   Jr. C  
33 1 0 0 0 0 0 32 0 0 

Akron Camogie (New)         3 0   0 0 0 0 3 0 0 

Albany Rebels Hurling & Football (1) Jr. C  Jr D  
36 3 0 0 0 0 0 33 0 0 

Buffalo Fenians Hurling & Football (1) Jr. C  Jr C  51 2 0 0 0 0 0 47 0 2 

Buffalo Fenians LGFA  Jr.   27 0 0 0 0 0 0 25 0 2 

Buffalo Na Fianna Hurling & Football (1) Jr C  Jr. D  
36 2 0 0 0 2 0 28 0 4 

Buffalo Na Fianna LGFA  Jr   16 1 0 0 0 0 0 14 0 1 

Cincinnati Jr. C    31 3 0 0 0 0 0 28 0 0 

Cleveland Hurling and Football (1) Jr. C  Jr C  
77 7 0 0 1 1 1 60 0 7 

Cleveland Camogie and LGFA (1)  Jr.  Jr 41 4 1 0 0 0 0 36 0 0 

Detroit Wolfe Tones Jr. B    27 3 0 0 1 0 0 24 0 0 

Na Laochra Camogie    Jr 30 1 0 0 0 0 0 26 0 3 

Pittsburgh Banshees  Jr. B   
35 1 0 0 0 1 1 32 0 0 

Pittsburgh Celtics Jr. B    
49 5 0 0 0 6 0 32 0 6 

Pittsburgh Pucas   Jr. C  
37 6 0 0 0 0 0 31 0 0 

Roc City   Jr. C  49 4 0 0 0 0 0 44 0 1 

Syracuse Mens Football Jr. D    
29 3 0 0 0 0 0 26 0 0 

               

Total 8 4 7 2 607 46 1 0 2 10 2 521 0 26 
(1) Registered as separate club 
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NORTHEAST DIVISION 

 
Dual Club Players have not been broken out 

 
 

Division   Northeast   Total Clubs   23           

Club Men's Football 
Ladies 

Football Hurling Camogie Members 
Resident 
Players 

Non Club 
Players 

Inter County 
Transfers 

Club to Club 
Transfers Sanctions 

J1 Visa 
Sanctions 

Homegrown 
(American) 

Homegrown 
(Non Irish) 

Social 
Member 

               
Aidan McAnespies Sr., Jr A    56 16 1 9 0 15 5 9 0 1 
Boston Shamrocks  Sr., Jr A   58 2 11 10 0 8 2 21 0 4 
Christophers     40 8 2 1 0 6 4 19 0 0 
Connacht Ladies  Sr.   38 9 3 0 1 1 1 23 0 0 
Connemarra Gaels Sn., Jr.A, Jr.B    78 30 1 1 0 11 9 22 0 4 
Cork Boston GFC Jr. A, Jr. B    43 20 2 1 0 6 0 11 0 3 
Donegal Boston GFC Sn., Jr.A, Jr.B    68 32 0 0 0 12 8 13 0 3 
Fr. Tom Burkes   Sr.  65 22 0 2 1 19 2 17 0 2 
Galway Football Sr., Jr.B    57 14 0 12 0 16 3 12 0 0 
Galway Hurling   Sr., Jr.A  65 11 1 11 0 23 1 10 0 8 
Hartford Jr.C  Jr.B  55 11 0 0 0 0 0 41 0 3 
Kerry Jr.B    51 18 0 0 1 9 3 15 0 5 
NE Fenians Camogie    jr. 42 9 1 2 0 10 1 17 0 2 
Offaly   Jr.A  44 19 1 1 0 7 0 11 0 5 
Portland Hurling/Football Jr. C  Jr C  52 9 0 0 8 0 0 35 0 0 
Providence   Jr.C  38 3 0 0 0 0 0 33 0 2 
Sean Og's Jr.B    39 0 1 0 0 0 0 37 0 1 
Sean Og's LGFA  Jr.   35 0 0 0 0 0 0 35 0 0 
Shannon Blues Sr., Jr A    46 13 0 2 0 11 2 17 0 1 
Trinity Milton Jr. D    23 4 0 0 0 0 0 19 0 0 
Wolfe Tones     32 10 0 5 0 10 0 7 0 0 
Wolves Hurling Club Sr., Jr A  Jr. C  34 2 1 0 0 0 0 30 0 1 
Worchester   Jr. C  54 13 0 0 2 0 0 38 0 1 

               
Total 21 4 9 1 1113 275 25 57 13 164 41 492 0 46 
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NORTHEAST DIVISION 
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NORTHWEST DIVISION 
 

Division   Northwest   Total Clubs   11           

               

Club 
Men's 

Football 
Ladies 

Football Hurling Camogie Members 
Resident 
Players 

Non Club 
Players 

Inter County 
Transfers 

Club to Club 
Transfers Sanctions 

J1 Visa 
Sanctions 

Homegrown 
(American) 

Homegrown 
(Non irish) 

Social 
Member 

               

Butte Wolfe Tones Hurling   Jr. D  
16 0 0 0 0 0 0 16 0 0 

Columbia Red Branch Hurling & Football (1) Jr. C  Jr. C  
53 15 2 0 1 1 0 33 0 1 

Grit City Hounds Hurling   Jr. D  9 0 0 0 0 0 0 9 0 0 

Grit City Hounds Camogie         2 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 

Seattle Gaels Camogie & LGFA (1)  Jr B  Jr. 50 7 1 2 2 0 0 38 0 0 

Seattle Gaels Hurling & Gaelic Football Jr. C  Jr. C  33 15 1 0 0 0 0 17 0 0 

Tacoma Rangers Hurling & Football (1) Jr. D  Jr. D  
39 2 2 0 1 0 0 33 0 1 

Tacoma Rangers Camogie         5 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 0 0 

Thomas Meagher Hurling   Jr. D  
18 0 0 0 0 0 0 18 0 1 

Willamette Valley Nomads   Jr.  D  15 1 0 0 0 0 0 14 0 0 

               

Total 3 1 7 1 240 40 6 2 4 1 0 185 0 3 

 
 

(1) Registered as separate clubs 
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PHILADELPHIA DIVISION 
 

Division   Philadelphia   Total Clubs.  12           

Club 
Men's 

Football 
Ladies 

Football Hurling Camogie Members 
Resident 
Players 

Non Club 
Players 

Inter County 
Transfers 

Club to Club 
Transfers Sanctions 

J1 Visa 
Sanctions 

Homegrown 
(American) 

Homegrown 
(Non Irish) 

Social 
Member 

               

Allentown   Jr. C  
22 3 0 2 0 1 0 15 0 1 

Delco Gaels Gaelic Football  Jr.D    
72 0 0 0 1 1 0 61 0 9 

Delco Gaels Ladies  Football  Jr. B   31 0 0 0 0 0 0 31 0 0 

Donegal St. Pats 
Snr, Jr. 

B    
81 13 1 9 0 15 5 32 0 6 

Jersey Shore   Jr. C  
33 4 1 1 0 0 0 27 0 0 

Kevin Barrys 
Snr, Jr. 

B    
42 10 1 5 0 10 2 14 0 0 

Na Toraidhe Men's    Jr. C  
50 5 0 0 1 4 0 40 0 0 

Na Toraidhe Camogie     Jr. 26 3 0 0 0 0 0 22 0 1 

Notre Dame   Jr. B    
39 1 2 1 0 4 0 28 0 3 

Shamrocks Camogie     Jr. 20 2 0 0 0 0 0 16 0 2 

South Jersey Hurling   Jr. C  
14 0 0 0 0 0 0 13 0 1 

Young Irelanders Snr      
62 21 3 8 0 11 0 14 0 5 

               

Total 6 2 4 2 492 62 8 26 2 46 7 313 0 28 
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SOUTHEAST DIVISION 
 

Division   Southeast   Total Clubs   17           

Club 
Men's 

Football 
Ladies 

Football Hurling Camogie Members 
Resident 
Players 

Non Club 
Players 

Inter County 
Transfers 

Club to Club 
Transfers Sanctions 

J1 Visa 
Sanctions 

Homegrown 
(American) 

Homegrown 
(Non Irish) 

Social 
Member 

Atlanta Clan na Gael Men's Jr. C  Jr. C  52 22 0 1 0 0 0 29 0 0 

Atlanta Clan na Gael Camogie    Inter. 37 0 2 0 0 0 0 35 0 0 

Augusta Hurling   Jr. C  22 0 0 0 0 0 0 22 0 1 

Augusta Camogie         3 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 

Bluffton GFC Jr. D    18 3 0 0 0 0 0 12 0 3 

Bluffton LGFA         9 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 6 

Charleston Hurling   Jr. C  20 3 0 0 1 0 0 21 0 0 

Charleston Camogie         1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 

Charlotte James Connolly Men's Jr. B, Jr. C    70 20 0 0 1 0 0 47 0 2 

Charlotte James Connolly Ladies  Sr., Jr. A   64 2 1 1 0 0 0 60 0 0 

Greenville Gaels   Jr. C  24 3 0 0 0 0 0 21 0 0 

Greenville Gaels Camogie         0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Knoxville Hurling & Gaelic Football Jr. C  Jr. C  24 1 0 0 0 0 0 23 0 0 

Knoxville Camogie & LGFA         1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 

Little Rock Hurling & Gaelic Football   Jr. D  15 1 0 0 0 0 0 14 0 0 

Little Rock Camogoe & LGFA (New)         2 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 

Memphis Hurling & Gaelic Football Jr. D  Jr. C  19 3 0 0 0 0 0 16 0 0 

Memphis Camogie & LGFA         5 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 0 0 

Nashville Hurling & Gaelic Football Jr. C  Jr. C  24 6 0 0 1 0 0 15 0 2 

Nashville Camaogie & LGFA         2 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 

Orlando Hurling & Gaelic Football   Jr D  18 8 0 0 0 0 0 9 0 1 

Orlando Camogie & LGFA         3 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 2 

Pooler GAA (New)         2 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 
Raleigh Cu Chulainns (1) Jr. C jr Jr. C  79 11 5 1 2 3 0 57 0 0 
Savannah Hurling & Gaelic Football Jr. D  Jr. D  19 3 0 0 0 0 0 16 0 0 

Savannah Camogie & LGFA  Jr  Jr. 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 

South Florida Hurling & Gaelic Football Jr. D       3 2 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 

South Florida Camogie & LGFA         0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Tampa Hurling & Gaelic Football Jr. C  Jr. C  21 4 0 0 2 0 0 16 0 1 

Tampa Camogie & LGFA         1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 

Winston Salem Hurling & Gaelic Football Jr. C  Jr. C  33 4 0 0 0 0 0 29 0 2 

Total 11 4 13 3 595 96 8 3 7 3 0 467 0 22 
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SOUTHWEST DIVISION 
 

Division   Southwest   Total Clubs   21           

Club 
Men's 

Football 
Ladies 

Football Hurling Camogie Members 
Resident 
Players 

Non Club 
Players 

Inter County 
Transfers 

Club to Club 
Transfers Sanctions 

J1 Visa 
Sanctions 

Homegrown 
(American) 

Homegrown 
(Non Irish) 

Social 
Member 

               
Celtic Cowboys Hurling & Gaelic Football Jr.A, Jr. C  Jr. B  56 28 2 5 0 4 1 16 0 0 
Celtic Cowboys Ladies Football  Jr. B   36 1 2 0 0 2 0 31 0 0 
Brian Borus Hurling & Football (New) Jr D  Jr D  26 12 0 0 0 1 0 6 0 7 
Colorado Regulators Hurling   Jr. C  17 1 0 0 0 0 0 16 0 0 
Dallas Gaelic Football Jr. B    43 18 1 0 0 1 2 19 0 2 
Dallas Ladies Football  Jr. B   27 6 1 0 0 0 0 20 0 0 
Denver Gaels Hurling & Gaelic Football Jr. C  Jr. C  75 14 1 0 6 0 0 47 0 7 
Denver Gaels Camogie & LGFA (1)  Jr. B  Jr. 37 6 0 2 0 1 0 29 0 0 
Flagstaff Hurling     Jr. C   0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Houston Gaels Gaelic Football Jr. B    38 7 2 0 0 0 0 29 0 0 
Houston Gaels Ladies Football  Jr. B   25 1 0 0 1 0 0 23 0 0 
LA Cougars Gaelic Football Jr. C, Jr. D    46 25 0 3 0 2 0 15 0 1 
LA Hurling Club (New)   Jr D  11 6 0 0 0 0 0 5 0 0 
LA Mulhollands LGFA   Jr. B     3 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 
Na Fianna Ladies Camogie & LGFA (1)  Jr. B  Int 40 2 4 4 2 2 0 26 0 0 
San Antonio Gaelic Football Jr. C    47 8 1 0 1 0 0 30 0 7 
Setanta Gaelic Football Jr. B, Jr. C    89 35 1 4 2 5 16 26 0 0 
St. Peters Hurling   Jr. A, Jr. C  53 9 0 3 1 9 3 28 0 0 

Wild Geese Hurling & Gaelic Football Jr. C    37 28 0 0 0 0 0 9 0 0 
Wild Geese Camogie & LGFA (1)  Jr. B  Jr 13 8 0 0 0 0 0 5 0 0 
               
Total 12 6 7 3 719 216 15 21 13 27 22 382 0 24 

 
 (1) Registered as separate Clubs 
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WESTERN DIVISION 
 

Division   Western   Total Clubs   13           

Club 
Men's 

Football 
Ladies 

Football Hurling Camogie Members 
Resident 
Players 

Non Club 
Players 

Inter County 
Transfers 

Club to Club 
Transfers Sanctions 

J1 Visa 
Sanctions 

Homegrown 
(American) 

Homegrown 
(Non Irish) 

Social 
Member 

               

Clan na Gael  Jr. A   
63 20 7 0 0 6 0 28 0 2 

Cu Chulainn Camogie    Snr. Jr. 49 6 12 5 0 2 4 17 0 3 

Eire Og Jr. B, Jr. C    
27 1 0 0 0 0 0 21 0 5 

Fog City Harps  Snr., Jr.A   68 1 12 5 0 4 9 32 0 5 

Michael Cusacks Jr. B    
56 5 0 0 1 8 3 38 0 1 

Na Fianna   Snr., Jr.A  
55 19 0 2 0 19 3 10 0 2 

Naomh Padraig   Snr., Jr.A  
30 10 1 0 0 4 1 14 0 0 

Pearse Og Jr. B    17 0 0 0 0 0 0 16 0 1 

Sean Treacy Snr., Inter    
48 24 0 1 0 8 6 7 0 2 

Sons of Boru Jr. A    
26 10 0 1 0 8 0 7 0 0 

St. Josephs   Jr. B  
35 11 0 1 1 7 1 12 0 2 

Tipperary   Snr., Jr.A  
47 15 0 1 6 15 2 8 0 0 

Ulster Snr., Jr.B    
56 19 0 3 1 11 8 13 0 1 

Young Irelanders Snr., Jr.B       0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

               

Total 9 3 7 2 577 141 32 19 9 92 37 223 0 24 
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USGAA PRO Report 

 
 
 

Submitted by Caoimhe Butler, USGAA PRO  
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In 2022, the PRO role really focused on 4 main areas  

1. Publishing a Monthly Newsletter   
2. Trainings   
3. Tournament Coverage   
4. Social Media Platform  
5. Publishing a Monthly Newsletter:   

   

Since February, there has been a newsletter published monthly. As the main 

outlet for our sponsors, this year we have published content from Masita, Fenagh 

Engineering, and UPMC.  

 

Some other highlights include reports about CYC being back, GAA takes a stand 

on internet bullying, the Camogie workshop in Chicago, tournament results, and 

the 2022 USGAA Cup Honorees. There is more opportunity for clubs and 

divisions to use this platform to share content and use as a marketing tool.   
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Trainings:   
 

This year was a big year for additional training based on feedback from 

last year. This year we held a training on Canva, and a training for 

creating reels on Instagram. The biggest request we received was to hold a 

TikTok training, which was issued by Bella Traboscia, a content creator, 

who has reached over 100k followers and 1M likes on her TikTok. She 

shared how to create relevant content and how to gain viewers. This was 

very fitting since Croke Park social media strategy has shifted to how to 

incorporate TikTok into the current GAA platforms.    

   
Tournament Coverage:   

   
Something we continued this year was to go live at different tournaments. 

All codes were represented with live footage from Philadelphia, Boston, 

Mid-Atlantic, and Chicago. We are hoping to continue to expand on this 
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moving forward, as live coverage of games increased engagement. 

Supporters were reaching out to the page with requests for live footage of 

different games.  

 
One division to highlight is Chicago, as their division goes live for all 

games. They did a fantastic job capitalizing on the talent that came to play. 

The partnership with Score Beo elevated the experience with seeing score 

updates online etc. This is something USGAA will be trying to expand on 

for 2023. The USGAA page does try to share all game footage, so 

continue to tag the page to ensure information is shared.    

   

Social Media Platform:   
   

This year, we partnered with each development workgroup to streamline 

the social media pages being used to promote these codes. Camogie, 

Ladies Football, and Hurling development groups have all been set up with 

their own subpage so they can promote specific relevant topics that are still 

governed by USGAA.    

   

Instagram: About 42% of our followers are watching and engaging with 

the stories posted. We have over 2,300 followers and we still need more 

followers to secure the “official” certification with Instagram (blue check 

mark). Please continue to encourage members to follow our page. We are 

reaching about 3,400 accounts so there are people viewing the page 
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without following. A big focus this year has been sharing Instagram stories 

and live footage to feeds. Some divisions have utilized the TikTok/reels 

trainings and have been posting reels to their pages. This is going to 

continue to increase awareness and interest.   

   

Facebook: About 70% of our followers view and engage with our 

Facebook posts and stories with over 7,300 followers. The posts with the 

largest reach have included: registration deadline reminders, Live game 

footage, and posts about USGAA Finals.   
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Other Activity:   
   

This year as PRO, I participated in a Public Relations Workgroup within 
World GAA. 
 
Some of the outcomes have been to streamline the World GAA brand.  
This is something that I have been asked to spearhead. 
 
I have started meeting with Niamh, the Digital Content Manager at GAA, 
to create a strategy forone platform that all World GAA units can use to 
upload and share information. In addition, Niamh is using the TikTok 
training that Bella shared with USGAA as a baseline for TikTok training 
among GAA units in Ireland and abroad.   
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Looking ahead:   
   

Some thoughts as we enter into the 2023 season:   
 

1. Leverage the PRO budget for local advertising and articles    

2. More live game footage   

3. Continue to lean on divisional PRO for newsletter material   

4. Expanding on an interview series to include teams/players 

across USGAA
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Games Development Report 
 
 

Submitted by Rob Tierney 
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Introduction 
 

Another busy year for USGAA Games Development with the county almost back 
up to pre-pandemic activity. 
 
It was great to see so many tournament occurring throughout and we were happy 
to support many of them along with a number of Global Games Development 
fund projects, new club grants, new team grants, equipment grants, and of course 
the GDA Program. 
 
We continue to be well supported by Croke Park, the Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade, and the Munster Council and there were plenty of projects to 
engage in. 
 
The main areas of focus were: 
 

i. The Games Development Administrator (GDA) program 
ii. Global Games Development Fund 2022 
iii. New Adult Team Development Grant 
iv. New Adult Team Development Grant 
v. Equipment Grants 
vi. Tournament support 
vii. Coaching 
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Games Development Administrators (GDA) 
 

Personnel 
Chicago Colm Egan   gda.central.usa@gaa.ie 
Northeastern Aisling Kerr   gda.northeast.usa@gaa.ie  
Philadelphia Billy Hegarty   gda.philadelphia.usa@gaa.ie 
Western Alisha Aigamaua Wilkinson gda.western.usa@gaa.ie 
 
 
2022 Review 

The GDA program continues to be an important part of USGAA’s 
Development Strategy.  
 
2022 started with GDA’s in place in the Central and Northeastern Divisions. 
In April GDA’s began in Philadelphia and the Western Division. 
 
The GDA’s, who are contracted by the USGAA (600hours per annum), work 
as part of their local Divisional Development Committee’s to design 
programs, deliver training, and develop links throughout the community to 
increase participation, help clubs to grow, develop talent, and support the 
volunteer base operating there. 
 
For this program to continue to be funded it requires strong leadership at 
divisional level and all GDA divisions should have an effective Divisional 
Development Committee in place. 
 
Their main areas of work in 2022 were: 

• Club Development (Admin & Planning) 
• Schools Initiatives 
• Camp Programmes 
• Go Games Blitzes/Leagues 
• Adult Club Development 
• Linking Youth Clubs with Adult Clubs 
• Coach Education 
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• Planning and Reporting 
• Promotion & Publicity 

 
 
 

Central Division GDA 2022 Games Development Highlights 
(submitted by Colm Egan) 

 
Citywide Nursery Program 

In 2022 Chicago citywide the Games Development program (GDA) certified 
new coaches to prep for the Nursery Program. Nursery specific activities 
were developed in workshops and materials were distributed to coaches 
and clubs as the GDA worked on new materials. In 2022, Chicago had the 
most Nursery age players since the start of the Youth Gaelic Games 
Program.  
 
This Nursery program is important for future Game opportunities rather than 
immediate games. During our normal Summer games program the Nursery 
section have a 1-hour session with some 1 vs 1 games (Kris Van Der Hagan 
model, “The Coaching Switch”). The work at this age is Fundamental 
Movement skills with an introduction to Hurling & Football Skills. The Nursery 
Program allows our players to begin their Gaelic Games journey in a fun 
and relaxed environment.  
 
The objectives would be many but high on the list is encouraging the parents 
that Chicago Gaelic Games Program is a viable option on the local sports 
landscape. The Nursey program establishes many of the best practices that 
permeate though our clubs and helps players learn expectations for their 
involvement in our clubs. It is a jumping off point for new coaches and 
administrators.  
 
Without a strong Nursery Program, the squads for the immediate years will 
suffer for playing numbers. There is an expectation that, for 2023 and 
beyond, all clubs will have a focus and good planning on all aspect of the 
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Nursery Gaelic Games with continued Coach Education and recruitment for 
Nursey age, continued sourcing and delivery of resources from GDA, and 
GDA engaging with the clubs on recruiting ideas for Nursery age players. 

 
USGAA Nationwide Online Referee Courses 

As our county is so vast, an online opportunity to deliver Referee courses to 
participants from coast-to-coast is an effective tool to enable our clubs to 
have a Referee structure in place. With some changes in the delivery of 
Referee courses across the organization, I was able to present courses 
online in both Hurling and Football in late winter, early spring.  
 
All attendees must achieve an 80% pass rate on the GAA Referee quiz to 
complete their certification. The material was presented through Microsoft 
Teams with interaction between tutor and attendee. Close to 100 attendees 
over 3 different courses (6 nights). Clubs from every division attended.  
 
As the tutor/presenter, I am confident that I progressed and improved my 
online presentation and my interaction with the attendees. For Winter of 
2022 and Spring of 2023, I will work with the USGAA Ref Coordinator and 
our Munster partners to ensure that we are up-to-date on all new course 
materials and for the 2023 in-service presentation. 
 

Mini Fall League – success in extending the playing season. 
To ensure that games and practices continued after CYC in 2022, Chicago 
St Jarlaths returned to the Field in August for practice. With good numbers, 
a mini-league was set up for 3 fall Sundays. This was a draft-style league 
with sign-ups and the coaches drafting 6 teams to compete in Hurling and 
Football. There were 2 brackets with U7-9 and U11-13.  
 
Players were allocated to teams and assigned coaches for the duration of 
the league. A gratifying aspect of this particular league was the sign-up of 
many new families and players. The mini league also enabled us to get new 
coaches involved and with some work, we should be able to involve teenage 
referees in future leagues.  
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The resounding success of the Mini Fall league prompted discussions with 
Detroit and Toronto and a further extension of the season happened on the 
weekend of Oct 22nd. On the day, we played 15+ games and set the wheels 
in motion for future games in spring of 2023. I thank the USYGAA board 
for supporting this initiative and working with us on fields and logistics to 
enable this successful tournament. 

 
Northside Cúl Camp 2022. 

Using our existing Cúl Camp structure there were plenty of Meaningful 
Games Opportunities, in all codes, available for our youth. Using Summer 
adult players and excellent planning prior to the camp, we had wonderful 
teaching of skills and many innovative games to practice and learn. For 
many of the players attending this was their first Cúl Camp. I really believe 
that this camp will be a milestone in the history of the new Limerick Youth 
Hurling Club.  
 
Summer camps are a rite of passage in the USA and the Cúl Camp can 
become very important in the Northside catchment area. I understand that 
a Cúl Camp is not a new initiative and you may question how I identify this 
camp as a highlight. The 2022 Northside Cúl Camp provided a huge 
springboard in early summer for the Limerick Youth Club and Chicago Celtics 
Gaelic Football Club.  
 
There have been Cúl Camps in the area over the years but for 2022 the 
clubs engaged in more effective planning, excellent staffing, and, worthy 
promotion of the camp. As Limerick Youth Hurling is a new club, this 1st Cúl 
Camp for their club was a resounding success. Over 120 players attended 
the 2022, 3-day Cúl Camp. To build on the success of the Northside Cúl 
Camp in 2023, good planning with appropriate dates, good staffing, and, 
appropriate equipment will set the Northside youth clubs for a successful 
Summer 2023. It is my hope that Chicago St Jarlaths work to emulate the 
Northside success of 2022 and regrow what has always been a healthy 
Gaelic Park camp.  
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The extraordinary volunteers for Chicago GAA in 2022. 
In 2022, Chicago GAA had two opportunities to showcase our wonder 
Gaelic Park and the ability to provide a Premier Gaelic Games venue for 
our CYC Visitors and USGAA Playoffs. As a return to play for CYC was 
paramount in 2022, Chicago Gaelic Park was in place to ensure that 16 
fields and the entire infrastructure was in place to hold a fantastic Youth 
Tournament.  
 
I cannot emphasize how much support that the Youth program got from 
Adult clubs in the Chicago area and from Gaelic Park volunteers who helped 
in the field prep and the enormous logistics of the CYC weekend. Our local 
youth clubs, parents, coaches, and, players, working with a vibrant host 
committee ensured that all was in place for the end of July weekend and I 
sincerely thank you for all that you do.  
 
3 weeks later Chicago GAA once again stepped up and held the USGAA 
playoffs for 2022. This was the largest playoffs in the history of USGAA, 
with 120+ teams playing. Congratulations to both host committees, to all the 
Chicago clubs, volunteers and sponsors of both events. 
 
Meitheal, A powerful word! An Irish word that means, "When neighbors 
come together and help one another out." It inherently refers to a group of 
people working together, to provide support, and assistance where and 
when needed. 
 
The support from all parts of our Gaelic Games community and from general 
Irish American community is worthy of the powerful word. Meitheal! 
 
Thank you for always stepping up and showing the best of our community 
through our games and our Chicago hospitality. 
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Northeast Division GDA 2022 Games Development Highlights 
(submitted by Aisling Kerr) 

 
Trinity Milton Introductory GAA Program 

Trinity Milton is the only Boston-area youth GAA club in which the majority 
of families also live in the same town/geographic area. Geographic spread 
has historically been a challenge for youth clubs in the division in efforts to 
develop their clubs and increase playing membership. Trinity Milton 
recognized the advantage in many of their youth players also attending 
school and playing other sports together—with many other children in the 
Town of Milton, Massachusetts. In theory, it should be easier to recruit new 
players, with no previous GAA ties or experience, when they are in school 
and playing other sports with many other kids who play GAA. 
 
Trinity Milton facilitated a multi-week indoor Introductory Program through 
the winter months, whereby existing players/families within the club were 
encouraged to recruit new friends and families for no-cost introduction to 
Gaelic Games sessions each week.  
 
The program provided a valuable opportunity for new players and families 
to try out GAA before making a more substantial commitment to registering 
with a team, was a great opportunity for new coaches to become 
comfortable coaching and working with younger players in a more relaxed 
environment than traditional season trainings, allowed existing youth 
players with Trinity Milton to focus on skill development/refinement for 
several weeks through the winter before the outdoor games season began, 
and enabled existing youth players to participate in the recruitment and 
introduction of their friends from other areas of their lives to the club/GAA. 
 

Boston Northeast GAA Men’s Junior C Football Championship 
In recent years, the Men’s Junior B Football Championship had become the 
largest competition in the Northeast GAA division, but did present 
challenges in the gap which existed between the top teams in the competition 
and weaker teams. With several new Adult Clubs organized over the past 
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couple of years, 5 teams, most of which are situated outside of the Boston-
area, fielded teams comprised predominantly of Home-grown players in the 
2022 Northeast GAA Junior C Football Championship: Hartford (Hartford, 
CT), Worcester Fenians (Worcester, MA), Portland (Portland, ME), Sean 
Og’s (Boston, MA), and Trinity Milton (Milton, MA).  

 
The Junior C Football Championship provided more meaningful and 
competitive games for these teams comprised predominantly of all Home-
grown players, and, the division hopes, the continuation of the competition 
will facilitate, support and encourage the development and creation of more 
new adult clubs in the division by providing a better and more equitable 
“entry-level” competition. Given the geographic spread of the participating 
teams, all clubs were afforded several opportunities to host “home games” 
through the season which further supported their development efforts. 

 
Ladies Football Development in Hartford, CT 

With an almost 100-year history of Gaelic Games in Hartford, CT, 2022 
provided some significant developments for Ladies Football in the area. The 
Hartford GAA youth program has been comprised of primarily girls for the 
past few years, a unique contrast to most GAA clubs in the division, and 
indeed across the USGAA and beyond.  
 
With the goal of ensuring the girls currently representing Hartford GAA at 
youth level can continue to play Gaelic Games through their later teenage 
and adult years, the club kicked off informal introductory/practice sessions 
for a Ladies Football team in September. The turnout and interest far 
exceeded the club’s expectations, with 20 – 30 women of various ages and 
playing experiences turning up most Friday evenings through the fall to play 
football at the Irish American Home in Connecticut. 
 
Hartford GAA hopes to keep these sessions going through the winter months 
in an indoor facility, with the goal of getting some challenge games with 
other Ladies Football players from within the Northeast GAA division in the 
spring time. Many members of the Hartford GAA club have put in a lot of 
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time and effort to get this Ladies Football group off the ground, and the 
whole division will certainly be supporting their continued development 
efforts as best as possible through 2023 and beyond. 
 

2022 Feile Peile na nOg 
The Northeast GAA division has been represented in the Feile Peile na nOg 
competitions since 2016. With the loss of the 2020 and 2021 Feile 
competitions due to the COVID-19 pandemic, it was critical that our division 
bring both a boys and girls team to the 2022 Feile Peile na nOg. Two years 
of youth players were not able to experience Feile, and many of them have 
fallen through the cracks, so it was very important that we not lose another 
year. The Feile has proven to be the most successful model in our division 
for the retention of players and progression from youth to adult clubs/level. 
 
The Northeast GAA division was represented by almost 50 boys and girls 
in the 2022 Feile Peile na nOg competition. Although the single-day format 
of this year’s Feile competition was a significant change from previous years’ 
competitions, our Feile Committee and coaches worked tirelessly to ensure 
our boys and girls teams were afforded a similar multi-day experience to 
prior teams.  
 
The boys team participated in a 2-day tournament hosted by Swinford, Co. 
Mayo in the few days before the Feile competition. Those games stood to 
the boys well as they went on to win the Division 5 Feile Championship. On 
their first night together in Ireland, the girls team were treated to a training 
session with 7 members of the All-Ireland Champion Meath Ladies, including 
multiple All-Stars. They headed to Simonstown, Co. Meath the next evening 
for a fantastic game with the Simonstown Gaels U15 Girls team followed by 
a reception with all players, families, and many extended members of the 
Simonstown Gaels club. The girls were unlucky to fall at the semi-final stage 
of the Division 5 Championship. 
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The Growth of Gaelic Games in Worcester, MA 
The Worcester Fenians GAA Club fielded three teams in the 2022 Northeast 
GAA competitions—a Junior B hurling team, Junior C hurling team, and 
Junior C football team. In addition to the extensive work required throughout 
the year to field three teams, the club was also represented by both a hurling 
and football team at the 2022 USGAA Finals in Chicago. The Club has 
grown and developed impressively over the past few years, truly leading 
the way for games development efforts in the division.  
 
As a highlight of numerous recruitment and development efforts, members 
of the club facilitated a day of Gaelic Games demonstrations at one of the 
local high schools in the Worcester area on St. Patrick’s Day. Worcester has 
set a great example for other clubs within the division, and indeed across 
the USGAA, on grassroots growth, development, and promotion of Gaelic 
Games. Their achievements both on and off the field in 2022 are a testament 
to all the work that has gone in over the past few years.  
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Philadelphia Division GDA 2022 Games Development Highlights 
(submitted by Billy Hegarty) 

 
2022 Feile Peile Na Nog 

The Delaware County Gaels were able to get back to Ireland to compete in 
the Feile competition for the first time since Covid. The girls team was very 
excited for the opportunity and enjoyed their time competing against their 
Irish counterparts. The girls played friendlies against teams in Mayo, 
Galway and Clare.  
 
The team then traveled to the Abbotstown Centre of Excellence in Dublin to 
compete in the Feile competition. The girls ended up getting to a Shield Final. 
As always the experience was once in a lifetime for many of these girls and 
it was great to see football being played abroad again. 

 
Liberty Bell Championship 

The Liberty Bell Championship was held at Abington High School with many 
teams along the east coast attending. The tournament was broken down into 
two days with Boys/Girls football on Saturday and Hurling/Camogie on 
Sunday. The development of the tournament to two days was a great success 
and the support from all teams in Philadelphia was shown.  
 
Referees were provided by the Philadelphia board, young whistlers 
program as well as players from each adult club in Philadelphia. The 
tournament was a success and the feedback from traveling families was very 
positive.  
 
The growth of football, camogie and hurling in Philadelphia and the east 
coast was on display this weekend. The standard of play was high, many J1 
sanctions playing for the summer were shocked at how many teams attended 
and at the standard of youth football in the United States. 
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St. Joseph’s University GAA Program 
St. Joseph’s University is continuing to develop as one of the most successful 
college GAA teams in the United States. This year the college had 70 
players come out for the team with over 80% of these players never hearing 
of the GAA before college. The growth of this program is wonderful and is 
a byproduct of the hard work and dedication provided in the last few years. 
St. Joseph’s held a college competition this year on campus.  
 
The tournament had teams from Fordham and the Naval Academy in 
attendance.  St. Joseph’s also had two teams compete in the Philadelphia 
7s competition. The growth of this program not only from a number’s 
perspective but the standard of football being played by these athletes has 
set them up for future success. The college hopes to compete at the North 
American Championships in the near future. 
 

Jersey Shore Youth Club 
The Jersey Shore club was started as an adult hurling club based in New 
Jersey. They competed in the Junior D hurling division in Philadelphia. In the 
last few years, they have progressed and won the USGAA Junior D Hurling 
Championship. The club has now started a youth program as well. This is 
exciting news as they are hoping to compete at younger ages next year.  
 
The club unfortunately had to deal with Covid while starting their youth club 
but thankfully now that we are back to “normal” they are able to focus on 
continuing to grow their youth. Training sessions are happening and they 
have a plan to train indoors in the winter where they will be able to continue 
to recruit new players.  
 
The number of players is growing and coaches within the club have 
completed or look forward to completing Foundation Coaching Courses as 
well as Level 1 courses. 
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Homegrown Player Success 
All clubs in town have focused on the core of their teams using homegrown 
players. Recruitment of athletes who have not played GAA has been 
focused on as well for many adult clubs in Philadelphia.  
 
This focus has shown great dividends as the Young Irelands made the 
USGAA Senior Final. Delaware County Gaels won both the USGAA Junior 
B and Junior D division with all homegrown players. Na Toraidhe won the 
USGAA Junior B Hurling and Junior Camogie. Jersey Shore won USGAA 
Junior D Hurling. The continuation of growing and developing homegrown 
players has helped the Philadelphia division represent successfully at the 
USGAA championships. 
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Western Division GDA 2022 Games Development Highlights 
(submitted by Alisha Aigamaua Wilkinson) 

 
Youth Spring Program 

This program was run every Friday evening from April until June. This was 
a fun program where players got to practice the skills through drills and 
modified games for half an hour followed by a match for half an hour. The 
children would practice hurling/camogie for the first hour and football for 
the second hour.  
 
This league was the first post-Covid GAA activity for the youth and gave 
players a chance to get back out and brush up on their skills while new 
players were encouraged to attend the sessions to learn the sports.  

 
Referee Course 

The Western Division felt that there was a need to train new referees while 
also upskilling current referees on the most recent rule changes. We also 
had youth members keen to referee at this year’s CYC’s. Colm Egan offered 
to take the course over two evenings.  We booked the Irish Centre and 
offered it to anyone who wanted to participate.   
 
We had 12 participants for the course. For most of the group this was an 
introduction to refereeing.  We had a mix of participants wanting to referee 
adult games and youth games.  For a few in the group this was a refresher 
on the course, they were grateful for explanations and discussions regarding 
recent rule changes. 

 
Coach Education/Clinics 

At the end of April some of our members including the Western GDA flew 
to Chicago to participate in the “Introduction to Coaching Gaelic Games” 
course.  It was a very informative and resourceful course that really 
benefitted those who participated.  
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In July we held a Foundation level coaching course for all coaches and 
volunteers for the CYC’s.  Mike Nash was the tutor for the course, we had 
14 participants who will go on to complete their Level 1 next year. In 
September, the Western GDA held a coaching clinic based on the 
“Introduction to Coaching Gaelic Games” course held earlier in the year for 
those who couldn’t travel at the time but especially for our youth coaches 
who were asking for help with how they can improve their coaching.  This 
was a successful clinic with 10 participants. 

 
Adult & Youth Fall League 

For the first time in the history of the Western GAA we have started an adult 
Fall League.  The objectives of the Fall League were to extend Gaelic games 
in San Francisco beyond the regular club season (April to August) with 
tournaments for hurling/camogie/football. To Attract new players to hurling 
/ camogie / football and provide game time outside the regular competitive 
season.  
 
It has also been an opportunity to develop referees, coaches, captains in a 
semi-competitive and fun environment and provide experience for new 
referees in youth games. We have been able to bring the SF GAA 
community together with adult and youth games side by side and to give 
more exposure to our games in the community by partnering with local 
businesses.  It has been a great success so far with over 160 adults and over 
60 youth players signed up to participate. 

 
Success for the U’18 Camogie, U’14 Boys Feile Peile na nOg & adult ladies’ teams 

We really wanted to help our youth teams and adult ladies’ teams to have 
better preparation for their main competitions of the year.  Unfortunately, 
we do not have enough teams to have regular competitive games. To help 
with this we decided to integrate the older youth camogie girls into the adult 
camogie practices.  The girls really gained more experience and confidence 
practicing with the adults.   
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This was reflected in them winning the camogie final at CYC’s in Chicago. 
The Feile boys’ team had challenge games with the adult ladies’ teams as 
preparation for travelling to Ireland to compete.  This was reflected in the 
boys making it to the final of their division and falling short after extra time.  
It was a very successful campaign from the team, and we were very proud 
to have been able to send a team to Ireland to compete. Another bonus of 
this was competitive games for our adult ladies’ teams who both travelled to 
Chicago for the national finals. Clan Na Gael won the Junior A final.  Fog 
City Harps Senior and Junior B teams both lost in their finals respectively. 

 
 

New Adult Team Development Grant 
 
New Adult Team Development Grant: This year we continued the grant to assist 
newly formed teams, registering with the USGAA, to offset some of their initial 
expenses. In total a new team can receive the following: 
 
New Hurling or Camogie Team 

• 20 bibs 
• 24 sliotars 
• 40 pack of cones 
• shipping 

 
New Gaelic Football team 

• 20 bibs 
• 20 @ trainer footballs (size 4 or 5) 
• 5 @ game footballs size 4/5 
• 40 pack of cones 
• shipping 

 
The following availed of the grant. 

• Roc City (Football) 
• New England Fenians (Camogie) 
• Pittsburgh NaLaochra (Camogie) 
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New Club Development Grants 

 
This grant provides startup clubs with $2,500 over 4 phases with goals set for 
each phase providing clubs with a pathway towards optimal growth. 
 
The following clubs availed of the New Club Development Grant: 

• Wolfe Tones Hurling Club (Phase II and Phase III) 
• Butte Montana Wolfe Tones Hurling Club (Phase II & III) 
• Pittsburgh NaLaochra (Phase I) 

 
Hurling & Camogie Equipment Grants 

 
$550 is available to new Hurling or Camogie teams when they submit evidence 
of $1100 spent on a hurls/helmets/sliotars ‘pack’. 
 
Availing of the grant in 2022 was: 

• New England Fenians (Camogie) 
• Willamette Valley Nomads (Hurling) 
• Pittsburgh NaLaochra (Camogie) 

 
 

Regional Tournament Support 
In an effort to increase the level of meaningful games in what might otherwise 
have been a difficult year, USGAA Games Development provided support to 
tournaments throughout the County as follows: 

• Heartland Division ($4,000) 
o Madison   $1,000 
o Indianapolis   $2,500 
o Twin City Robert Emmett’s $   500 

 
• Southeast Division ($2,250) 

o Charleston   $   500 
o Greenville   $   750 
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o Charlotte   $   500 
o Atlanta    $   500 

 
• Northeast Division ($2,000) 

o New Hampshire Wolves $2,000 
 

 
Coach Training 

Games Development Administrators and Coach Tutors ran a number of coaching 
courses throughout the year. We now have the ability to run most of the 
Foundation course online with practical assessments happening after the theory is 
completed. Changes to the Award 1 course are expected in 2023. We expect to 
see courses scheduled for early in 2023. We’d like to thank all of our Coaching 
Course Tutors for their work throughout the year. 
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Global Games Development Fund 2022 

Equipment support: €21,296.00 
Cash support $30,856.65 (€29,210) 

 
Applications were sought from Clubs, Regional/Divisional Boards and Governing 
Board for funding under the Global Games Development Fund. This call for 
proposals is being issued by the Gaelic Athletic Association (GAA) in conjunction 
with the Irish Department of Foreign Affairs & Trade. 
 
In recognition of the fact that tremendous growth continues in recent years in the 
GAA’s International Units it had been agreed to distribute funding to Games 
Development projects in these areas. The Department of Foreign Affairs & Trade 
through its Emigrant Support Programme (ESP) partnered with the GAA on this 
project in recognition of the importance of the GAA in fostering closer links 
between Irish communities and networks abroad with Ireland.  
 
The Fund provided financial support specifically for projects and initiatives that 
increase or improve opportunities for the Irish Diaspora and other communities 
abroad to play Gaelic Games.  Through the provision of financial assistance, it 
was the aim of the Fund to support the Irish Diaspora and to strengthen Irish 
networks and Irish identity internationally. 
 
The fund was available to the 6 non-GDA divisions in USGAA given that Croke 
Park & Department of foreign Affairs already provide GDA support to the other 
4 divisions. 
 
The model changed in 2022. While previously projects were allowed source their 
own equipment, this year McKeever Sports based in Ireland supplied the 
equipment grants. Croke Park will review the model at the end of 2022 based on 
recommendations from overseas units. 
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Note 1: Grant “amount awarded” figures below only reflect approved projects. 
See Treasurer’s report for 2022 payouts. Payouts will continue until December 
2022. 
 
Note 2: Exchange rate of cash transfer €1 = ~$1.0564 
 
 
 
 
Heartland Division – Total Grant Awarded €6,960 
 
Hurling Club of Madison 
Camogie and Gaelic Football 7’s Tournament and Recruitment 
Total project cost: €3,766 
Amount requested €2,628 
Amount awarded €2,600 (including €2,000 equipment grant) 
 
 
 
St. Louis GAC 
STLGAC Revitalization Program 
Total project cost: €24,000 
Amount requested €5,500 
Amount awarded €3000 (including €1,000 equipment grant) 
 
Trinity GAC 
Promoting Camogie and Hurling to Build Strong Teams 
Total project cost: €5,500 
Amount requested €1,360 
Amount awarded €1,360 (including €860 equipment grant) 
 

------- 
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Mid-Atlantic Division – Total Grant Awarded €2,177 
 
Washington DC Gaels 
Sustain, Strengthen and Expand (Phase II) 
Total project cost: €7,066 
Amount requested €4,150 
Amount awarded €1,065 
 
Baltimore GAA 
Shamrock Sevens Tournament: Enhancing Competitiveness and Camaraderie 
among Clubs 
Total project cost: €2,975 
Amount requested €2,975 
Amount awarded €1,112 
 

------- 
 
 
 
Midwest Division – Total Grant Awarded €18,096 
 
Albany Rebels 
Albany Rebels Small Games Development and Hosting of GAA Centred Irish 
Cultural Event 
Total project cost: €4,905.35 
Amount requested €4,905.35 
Amount awarded €4,576.00 (including equipment €3,000) 
 
Buffalo Fenians 
Buffalo Fenians GAA - Hurling Team 
Total project cost: €1,165 
Amount requested €1,165 
Amount awarded €1,100 (equipment only) 
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Buffalo Na Fianna 
New Ladies Football Team and Hurling Team 
Total project cost: €6,500 
Amount requested €5,000 
Amount awarded €4,400 (including equipment €2,000) 
 
Midwest Division (Adult) 
Camogie 3600 
Total project cost: €8,905 
Amount requested €6,105 
Amount awarded €3,320 (including equipment €1,400) 
 
Roc City GAA 
Roc City Gaelic Player Recruitment and training support 
Total project cost: €21,100 
Amount requested €21,100 
Amount awarded €2,700 (including equipment €1,700) 
 
Syracuse Gaels 
Increase Club Exposure for Syracuse Men and New Women Teams 
Total project cost: €13,080.35 
Amount requested €8,127.47 
Amount awarded €2,000 (including equipment €875) 
 

------- 
 
Southeast Division – Total Grant Awarded €12,473 
 
Atlanta Clan Na nGael 
Peach Cup 
Total project cost: €2,190 
Amount requested €2,190 
Amount awarded €1,653 
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Charlotte James Connolly Gaelic Football Club 
Comórtas agus Craic 
Total project cost: €19,000 
Amount requested €13,500 
Amount awarded €4,000 (including equipment 1,500) 
 
Knoxville GAC 
Irish Roots, Appalachian Shoots: Cultivating the Growth of Gaelic Games in 
Knoxville 
Total project cost: €4,435 
Amount requested €3,275 
Amount awarded €1,820 (including equipment €735) 
 
Raleigh Cu Chulainn 
Raleigh Cu Chulainn GAA Club Winter & Fall Development Project 
Total project cost: €11,515 
Amount requested €8,360 
Amount awarded €5,000 (including equipment €2,000) 
 

------- 
 
Southwest Division – Total Grant Awarded €10,800 
 
Austin Celtic Cowboys 
Re-engagement 22 
Total project cost: €10,000 
Amount requested €5,000 
Amount awarded €3,000 (including equipment €1,000) 
 
Denver Gaels 
Expanding Access to Gaelic Games for All Ages in Denver 
Total project cost: €7,059.04 
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Amount requested €7,059.04 
Amount awarded €3,300 (including equipment €1,800) 
 
LA Wild Geese 
The Wild Geese Rebirth 
Total project cost: €10,000 
Amount requested €1,000 
Amount awarded €4,500 (including equipment €1,750) 

------- 
Looking to the Future 

 
USGAA Games Development Planning Weekend 

The USGAA Games Development committee, GDA’s, Code Development 
officers, Referee Administrator, and a number of other Games Development 
folk, will attend a 2023 planning meeting to be held in Chicago on weekend 
3rd/4th December. The meeting which will be facilitated by Munster is 
designed to bring the various arms of Games development together to 
develop pa cohesive support plan for 2023. 

 
USGAA Coaching Seminars 

We believe that a coach upskilling program could help greatly with future 
development of our players and teams. Many of our current coaches are 
former players who were skilled enough to play the game but may not have 
the technical skills to put together a successful coaching program. They may 
simply be the person who has the most time in a club to devote to coaching 
the players. While their efforts are greatly appreciated by their clubs, 
USGAA Games Development believes that providing additional practical 
on-field expertise for them is of primary importance.  
 
In line with the GDA model of partnership between Croke Park/DFAT, 
USGAA and its Divisions a partnership between Munster, USGAA and the 
6 non-GDA Divisions (Heartland, Midwest, Mid-Atlantic, Northwest, 
Southeast, Southwest, and Northwest) will take place. 
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Each weekend will comprise of a Football/Ladies football and a 
Hurling/Camogie coach selected by Munster visiting each location 
providing both in-class and, more importantly, on-field practical learning. 
Attendees will include adult and youth coaches, players who may want to 
develop their abilities to coach, and, others that are interested in learning 
from a coaching perspective, from across all 10 Divisions 
 
Some of our Divisions have already started the process of planning their 
weekend. 

 
Conclusion 

Over the last 7 years USGAA Games Development has distributed circa 
$1,000,000 in support to the county (not including Strategic Planning and 
GGDF COVID-related underspend grant) as follows: 
 
GDA program   $586,000  GGDF    $233,000 
Referee Development  $  42,000 Pilot USGAA Program $  17,000 
Coaching Development  $  16,000 Facilitation workshop: $  13,000 
CYC County Camp   $  13,500 Games Dev workshops $  15,000 
Hurling/Camogie Equip Grant $   8,650 Tournament Support $  19,250 
New Team Grants   $   3,150 New Club Grants  $  13,000 
 
With Games Development Administrators in 4 of our divisions, the Global 
Games Development Fund assisting the other 6, a plan and grant for new 
Adult clubs and teams, and, the support of Munster for our upcoming 
coaching seminar weekends, USGAA Games Development continues to 
support continued growth in games-based initiatives throughout the county. 
 
Games Development stands ready to continue to skill, upskill, educate & 
provide support for games based development & further contribute to 
divisional growth, clubs, players & coaches of the USGAA. 
I encourage all our delegates and members to consider development 
projects for the forthcoming year that would increasing games opportunities 
for your existing players, help recruit new playing/coaching members, 
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develop camps and schools’ initiatives, educate and upskill members, 
increase refereeing levels, and continue your growth. 

 

Thanks 
Thanks to the Code Development Officers (Ladies Football: Ciara Trainor, 
Camogie – Frankie Moloney, Hurling: Colm Egan,) and their teams. 
 

I appreciate the continued support of Croke Park (Niall Erskine – World GAA 
Chairperson, Shane Flanagan – Director of Coaching & Games Development, 
and, Charlie Harrison – International Manager) and the Department of Foreign 
Affairs. 
 

The Munster Council’s assistance has been invaluable led by Ger Ryan 
(Chairman) and Kieran Leddy (Operations Manager). Thanks in particular to Pat 
O’Shea (Football Games Manager) and Joey Carton (Hurling Games Manager) 
whose commitment to the USGAA has proved invaluable through the last number 
of years and their willingness to offer resources is very much appreciated. 
 

I’d like to thank my fellow members of the Games Development Committee 
(Bernie Connaughton, Paul Mulcaire, and Liam Moloney) for their assistance. 
 

Finally, to the countless volunteers who consistently strive to develop our sport – 
Míle buíochas! 
 

Is mise le meas 

 
Robert Tierney 
Games Development Officer 
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Referee Administrator Report 
 

Submitted by Gareth Fitzsimons 
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2022 Referee Administrator Report 
 
2022 In review 

2022 stared with a Tutor Upskilling course in Chicago. In attendance this 

weekend was our current Divisional Referee Coordinators and a number of 

new Tutors identified by the coordinators. There was a total of 22 people in 

attendance. The course was presented by Johnny Ryan and Michael 

Wadding from Munster Games Development. This course has not happened 

in quite a while and we will definitely find it to be beneficial moving forward. 

 

I want to thank everyone that travelled in for the weekend but in particular 

Johnny and Michael for making it a very enjoyable weekend.  

 

Both classroom courses and online courses were held in all divisions during 

the year. Over 100 Referees were certified either as new Referees or by 

completing an In-Service refresher course for our current crop. I want to 

thank the Divisional Coordinators for volunteering their time to set up and 

present these courses because simply put, without them we just won’t have 

Referees. 

 

These numbers need to be maintained each and every year as the number of 

games that need officiating continue to grow. 
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A rough estimate on how many games that were played during the season, 

from Divisional games to Tournaments and USGAA Finals I have it at 800+. 

 

We also had a large group off USGAA Referees take charge of a high 

percentage of games at this year’s CYC Tournament in Chicago.  

 

I really would like to thank all of our Referees for volunteering and giving up 

their time take charge of so many games this year. As a sometimes thankless 

task we appreciate your dedication. Also want to thank our Divisional 

Committee's for their help and efforts with the Refs. Thanks to the LGFA and 

Camogie Association's for supplying Referees to help officiate at USGAA 

Finals and of course Munster for their continued development support. 

 

Moving Forward 

Looking ahead into next year some of the more immediate goals will be: 

• To work with LGFA and Camogie Association to have dedicated Tutors in 

place for their respective Codes. Wheels are in motion for this to happen 

and will be done during off season to ensure Referees are trained up 

prior to playing season commencement. 

• Continue on creating avenues to gain new Referees the experience they 

need to continue offering the best quality we can 

• Support Development Tournaments 

• Support CYC etc. 
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• Working with Divisions and Referees to better our ways of match and 

fixture reporting.  

 
Thanks to everyone involved this past year 
 
Gareth Fitzsimons – USGAA Referee Administrator 
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Ladies Gaelic Football Development Report 

 

Submitted by Ciara Trainor 
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Ladies Gaelic Football Development Report 2022 

  

2022 Ladies Football Development Committee 

Aisling Doherty, Fog City Harps, San Francisco 

Dara Goldstein, Charlotte GAA 

Brigid Murray, Erin Rovers, Chicago 

Ciara Trainor, Notre Dames, Philadelphia 

2022 was a year of observation, building awareness, and resource 

development for the Ladies Football committee. We were proud to 

welcome Emerald GAA (based in Naperville) to the USGAA Ladies 

Gaelic Football family. 

We also attended LGFA Congress in Belfast were excited that the LGFA 

would prioritize integration with the GAA and Camogie Association in 

order to jointly ensure equal recognition, investment, and opportunity for 

all genders to play all sports in the Gaelic Games Family. 

We identified three main objectives for 2022. Our first objective was to 

conduct a survey to identify the needs of clubs and division. The greatest 

need identified was more competitive games. Through additional 

conversations with club representatives, it was identified that travel costs 

are the most limiting factor for clubs to play in competitive games. 
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Additional needs include more Ladies Football certified referees and 

support with player retention and recruitment. 

Our second objective was to share resources and information to clubs. The 

primary method to achieve this was to create Facebook and Instagram 

pages to share club information, upcoming events, announcements from 

the USGAA, and resources from the LGFA. 

Our third objective was to identify several tournaments to receive USGAA 

Regional Tournament Support. The proposed tournaments were Baltimore 

7s, Space City Tournament (Houston), Connolly Cup (Charlotte), and 

Peach Cup (Atlanta). 

In 2023, a primary focus will be to create more opportunities for 

competitive games. Working with divisions to organize interdivisional 

ladies Gaelic football tournaments and gaining support from the USGAA 

will be critical to make this happen. 

Another focus in 2023 is to upskill referees and coaches. Funding must be 

provided for LGFA tutors to facilitate workshops in divisions across the 

USGAA. Additional areas of focus include player recruitment and 

increased awareness and promotion. 

We appreciate hearing from all clubs and encourage you to reach out! 

Contact the committee at usgaaladiesfootballdevelopment@gmail.com  
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Camogie Development Committee Report 
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2022 Camogie Development Committee 

 

2022 was a banner year for camogie here in the United States. The success 

of our committee led to four new teams participating in the playoffs of a 

newly formed development bracket created and implemented by the 

committee.  

 

We held our first meeting over Zoom on January 22nd and created a calendar 

for the 2022 season along with outlining a development strategy. Our 

objective was to increase the awareness of camogie, increase playing 

opportunities and to promote the sport within the USGAA through 

workshops, tournaments, and social media across all divisions. We have 

witnessed a great sense of pride amongst those playing, coaching, officiating 

and administrating the game of Camogie was evident across the weekend.   

 

There seems to be a real appetite for knowledge, upskilling and development 

across the Camogie community. We feel we have taken a big step with our 

working group. 
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Who we are….. 

Francis Moloney - Chair francis.moloney@yahoo.com - Fenians, Boston 

Sharon Brady - Secretary Usgaacamogiedevelopment@gmail.com - 

Fenians, Boston 

Sandra Holland - Phelansh107@gmail.com - Raleigh Cu Chulainn, 

Raleigh 

Emily Barno - ecb331@gmail.com - Na Laochra Camogie, Pittsburgh 

Claire Colleran - Clairefairey@gmail.com  - Cu Chulainn, San Francisco 

Emma Clery - ecclery@yahoo.ie  - Cu Chulainn, San Francisco 

Meg McHattie Cole - m.j.mchattie@gmail.com – Twin Cities, Minnesota  
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Camogie Tutor from Ireland/ weekend in Chicago 

On the weekend of April 29th, we hosted a 15-hour development workshop and 

clinic at Gaelic Park, Chicago. The Tutor for the weekend was the Camogie 

Association’s National Coach Developer Eileen Gleeson from Co. Clare. She is 

also a coach with the Clare Minor Camogie team.  Eileen delivered an in-depth 

8 module camogie coaching course, a collaboration designed between GAA, 

LGFA and Camogie Association. We also partnered with USGAA Gaelic 

Games Developer Colm Egan along with Chicago GAA for support throughout 

the weekend. 

GAA Clubs from six divisions across the United States were represented, 

Raleigh NC, Boston MA, Chicago IL, Pittsburgh PA, Charleston SC, Denver CO, 

San Francisco CA, Milwaukee WI and Twin cities MN. Participants reviewed 

best practices from, being a coach right through to preparation and planning. 

This workshop was interactive and offered all participants a chance to practice 

best coaching principles in various groups.  

Why was this a success? Each of the participants left with a wealth of knowledge 

in regard to starting and coaching new teams in their divisions.  
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Eileen Gleeson from Coaching Ireland 

 

 

 

 

Participants from all over USA at the Coaching weekend 

 

 

 

Camogie Tournaments 



           
 

USGAA National Convention 2022 – November 11th-13th 2022 – www.usgaa.org 
 
102 

 

 

It was fantastic to see Madison Ladies GAA host an Inaugural tournament in 

June Trinity Gaelic Athletic Club Milwaukee Hurling Club St. Louis Camogie & 

Ladies Gaelic Football Indianapolis GAA Denver Gaels travelled to make this 

tournament a success. Our committee would like to note that it is important to 

have the support from the already established teams in your clubs. This day 

wouldn't have been possible without the support from the Hurling Club of 

Madison who helped to officiate, set up the field, lend us a camera, document 

the day with a live stream and more. It is crucial for all the codes that we support 

new teams. 

 

 

 

Camogie Congress 
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Report from Camogie Congress  

By Sandra Holland 

First and foremost, I want to thank the USGAA sincerely for the opportunity of 

participating in the 2022 Camogie Congress in Ireland. The warm welcome I 

received as the US delegate was both humbling and gratifying and I will never 

forget it. I had the pleasure of meeting and speaking at length to Camogie 

President Hilda Breslin, Sinead McNulty and Louise Conlon.  

 

Of course, there were many others I met the delegates of the county board of 

my own home county of Kilkenny. I had the Galway and Dublin County boards 

offer to come to play us in the USA, can we make this happen? They would love 

to connect more with us; clubs, divisions, teams, players, coaches. 

 

I left with a wealth of knowledge and now feel so excited for the future. Of 

course, the main motion put forward was the integration, the votes came in at 

97% in favor. From that, you can see that we are all pretty much aligned with 

the future of our Gaelic sports. 

 

The Camogie Association is well organized; however, it is facing as many 

challenges there as we have here! Physical land, volunteers to set a vision for 

the future and infrastructure in place for the future direction of the organization. 

Strategic planning is at the forefront, and I would recommend the USGAA 
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games development have participants enroll in the May workshop when it 

becomes available. There are action plans to have a baseline study done with 

a timeframe of six months to deliver. The outcome of this study will be 

monumental. 

 

Exciting news coming from branding, awareness and coverage is that there is a 

contract in place to televise nine camogie games on a national broadcast per 

year for the next six years. This seems small to me, but I understand we must 

take small steps towards the branding and creating more awareness to women 

in sports as a whole. 

 

Another challenge or struggle if you will is attendance at games, currently we 

come out in full force for our boys. I believe this to be 100% accurate and is 

true of ladies Gaelic Football too. This HAS to change.  

 

Social media needs an overhaul and needs to be enhanced not only in Ireland 

but here in the USA when it comes to our games. We all know that connections 

are a proven mechanism both personally and professionally, let’s create those 

connections starting with division to division, state to state and USA to the world.  

 

It is called succession planning. We (Camogie) need someone to run and take 

over our media and communications from the top. There is currently a Camogie 
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page (private) with over 400 followers- by having a public page we can make 

so many connections both here and abroad.  

 

I spoke with many county boards; they want to know and hear about us-social 

media is the way to go! Let’s do it! The camogie association wants to drive 

coach to coach training through all codes. We must work as one. We must 

remember we are promoting the active participation of women in sports. 

 

There is a podcast called “Bubble”, a massive resource for all our US coaches 

from youth through adult, all codes. Here is the link so let’s get it out there. 

Lastly, as I thank you again for the opportunity, there was a challenge put forth 

and I am passing it along with the hopes that it will be gratefully received and 

passed through our networks. 

 

“Say one positive thing per day about camogie out loud to another person” 

“we must be ambitious, BOLD in our ambitions for the game for the future” – 

Hilda Breslin, President. 
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Nationals 2022 

One of our main objectives in camogie development this year was to create a 
Junior B bracket for Nationals. We had four new teams participating at the 
finals for the first time: Pittsburgh Na Leocha, Charlotte GAA, NC, Cleveland, 
MW and Trinity Gaels GAA. Each team played two highly competitive games, 
there was very little between them right up to the final whistle. Camogie 
Association Ms. Hilda Breslin presented the cup to the winning Junior B 
development team Charlotte GAA from the Southeast Division. In total over all 
grades, there were 19 camogie teams at Nationals this year. 

At the playoffs, we partnered with Liam Clancy, Club and Education Support 
Co-Ordinator of the Camogie Association to run a short development and Q&A 
session. It was fantastic to hear that a great sense of pride amongst those 
playing, coaching, officiating, and administrating the game of Camogie at 
nationals was evident across the weekend and there is a real appetite for 
knowledge, upskilling and development across our Camogie community!!!! 
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Social Media 

Another action item this year was our social media presence, we discovered our 

pages needed an overhaul and we have made great strides with connections 

and followers this year. We are now making connections from division to 

division and club to club. We now have our Facebook and Instagram pages 

revamped with followers increasing daily in the United States and across the 

GAA worldwide. Our Facebook page reach exceeded 14k views since May.  

Some examples of our social media platform: 
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Future planning and next year’s playoffs 

 

• Camogie Player/Coach Upskilling going forward. The need for in-person 

delivery of content may be best pulled together in advance of a visit in 

terms of its scheduled time of year, rationale, desired outcomes, 

potential/confirmed attendees, promotion etc. A joint approach between 

those on the ground as games developers in the USA and those at the 

Camogie Association, it would make for the most worthwhile experience 

for everyone involved. Something that has been well thought out and 

tested would be sure to give the most enjoyable experience possible to 

attendees which is always top priority when engaging with volunteers in 

my opinion. This can also be achieved via on-line with the right planning 

so that worthwhile results can be attained. 
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• With received some feedback at Nationals from the camogie games 

developer that from speaking to players, coaches and referees involved 

in the games across the weekend, there seemed to be lots of questions 

around access to various kinds of content/support and a real desire to see 

continued growth in playing numbers and standards. Let’s continue to 

work on this. 

• There is a need for more female camogie referees. We propose to work 

to have a referee tutor come to the United States and deliver referee 

training. 

• With regards to the National Playoffs in 2023, The Finals host city will be 

responsible for establishing field location, game times, certified referee, 

and lines/goal referees prior to the start of the tournament. These times 

can be coordinated with the USGAA Camogie Development Board 

• The established game times and locations will be included in the complete 

USGAA Finals schedule 

• The bracket will include a single elimination bracket in addition to a shield 

bracket to ensure all participating teams play in a minimum of 2 games.  

• Continue to grow awareness, encourage new teams and connections 

through our newly revamped social media platforms 

• Improve social media presence to encourage new teams to get started 

• Keep supporting our volunteers 

WE ARE CAMOGIE, WE ARE COMMUNITY…….WHERE WE ALL BELONG! 
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Hurling Development Committee Report 
 

 

Submitted by Colm Egan 
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Hurling development report 2022 
 

2022 Hurling Development Committee 
 
Hurling Development Officer: Colm Egan     Chicago 
Committee Members:   Noel Mythen    San Diego 

Adam O Leary    Denver Gaels 
Adam Keplinger    Twin Cities Robert Emmets 
Kevin Tobin    Charlotte 

 
Identify the various tournaments around the country that you tried to help this 
year. 

 
Tournaments identified for USGAA Regional Tournament Support. 

Northeast:      New Hampshire Wolves, Boston regional tournament. 
Southeast:      Charleston, Raleigh, Knoxville (hurricane washout), Charlotte. 
Mid Atlantic:   Regional tournament (did not take place.) 
Heartland: Indy Invitational, Madison Sept Tournament, Twin Cities 

Robert          Emmett’s, (TCRE) Northstar tournament. Spring 
Hurling Development Gaelic Park (washed out) 

Western:      City League played in fall 2022. 
 
2022 successes 
Hurling Tournaments held in every division. 

• All 9 divisions had hurling championships or multiple hurling tournaments. 
Hurling led the way with regional tournaments in 2022. 

o I would like to track this better and insist on a 2023 calendar for 
tournaments. 

o Southeast division was a beacon holding the following Hurling games 
§ Southeast championships in Hurling & Camogie 
§ 6 individual tournaments, Savannah, Greenville, Charlotte (all 

codes) Charleston, Raleigh, Knoxville, Atlanta(Camogie). 
o San Francisco and Boston had strong senior championships. 
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Hurling clubs are actively planning and availing of the GGDF and Hurling grants. 

• In the GDO report, you can see the clubs that are planning and applying for 
Global Games Development Funds (GGDF). 
It is gratifying to see so many active Hurling-Camogie clubs. 
New Hurling clubs are working to achieve the equipment start up grant and 
the new club development grants available from USGAA. 

• In 2022, hurling development work group worked with 9 hurling 
tournaments to use the USGAA Regional Tournament Support (and 2 others 
that fell to bad weather). 

o The Hurling work group are appreciative of the continued support from 
USGAA, our Munster partners and Croke Park to grow the game of 
Hurling in USGAA. 

 
Hurling Referee courses.  

• Close to 100 attendees over 3 different courses (6 nights, primarily a Hurling 
course morphed into a dual course by session 3)  
Clubs from every division attended.  
As our Board area is so vast, an online opportunity to deliver Ref courses to 
participants from coast to coast is an effective tool to enable our clubs to 
have a Ref structure in place. 
All attendees must achieve an 80% pass rate on the GAA Ref quiz to 
complete their certification  

 
The Junior Reserves grade at Playoffs. 

• While not a Hurling workgroup initiative I commend USGAA on the foresight 
to add the junior reserves grade for Finals. 
 
In 2022, USGAA held the largest finals in their history and with so many 
Hurling entrees; there was a need for some clear thinking to ensure that all 
clubs and teams were afforded a chance to play. 
 
The Junior Reserve grade was well received and played its way to a good 
final. 
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2022 USGAA Playoffs 
Over 50% of the games played at the 2022 were hurling (a first) 

• In 2022 Hurling the largest number of Hurling, games ever were played at 
the Finals. 

o In the men’s codes there were 67 games played,  
§ Hurling 36, Football 31. 

I have tracked Hurling games at the playoffs for 10+ years and this is the 
first time that Hurling accounted for more than 50% of the game played. 
 
When Camogie is added the number of hurling games increases to 55 
games representing 52% of the total games played at the 2022 Finals. (105 
total). 

o In Hurling 2022 every game was refereed by our USA based Refs. 
 
 

Hurling Development 
Good registration numbers and new clubs 2022. 

• Hurling Registration was strong in 2022 (2021 61 Hurling clubs) 
• New Hurling clubs continually incubate and 2022 we had 4 new affiliations. 
• The Hurling work group will work with all new clubs and strive to affiliate as 

many as are ready. 
• It was encouraging to have a new Senior Hurling club in Chicago. 
• Southwest division had two new affiliations, Phoenix and Los Angles. 
• Northwest had Willamette on board for 2022. 

 
Plans for 2023 
Hurling Workshops 

• I believe that the next focus should be on improved gameplay. 
In 2022, USGAA allocated monies for hurling workshops. 
My opinion is that the correct timing on workshops should be fall, winter & 
spring. 
I encourage clubs to apply to hurling workgroup for gameplay workshops 
and that USGAA games development allocate monies as appropriate. 
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Expansion of Ref info/upskilling. 
• Work with the 2023 Ref coordinator and our Munster Ref trainers to upskill 

the active refs and ensure that the in- service course is presented for 2023. 
Identify areas of the game for Ref focus and offer online game play reviews 
to improve USGAA hurling ref standards. 
Hurling Work group suggest a Ref mentor program to improve standards. 
 

Divisional championships for Hurling. 
• For 2023 that all divisions work towards a structured hurling championship. 

Many tournaments are already in place and I encourage all divisions to 
work towards meaningful championships. 

 
World Games 2023. 

• The Hurling Development work group would like to place this planning item 
here to ensure conversation from the floor and the incoming USGAA board 
on world games opportunities for 2023. 
 

Refocus on Hurling at Youth level. 
• For 2023, that there is a refocus and an energy infusion for all Youth Hurling 

programs. 
Coaching and player workshops and more game opportunities for Hurling in 
2023. 
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Treasurer’s Report 
 
 

PREPARED AND PRESENTED BY 
TOM WALSH, USGAA TREASURER 
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A Chairde,  

The following are reports for all USGAA accounts for the fiscal year commencing 

on November 1, 2021 and ending October 31, 2022.  

The organization continues to grow as we return to pre-2020 levels of activity. 

Registration income increased substantially in 2022, and thank you to Bernie 

Connaughton, Paul Keane and Caoimhe Butler for their work on Sponsorship this 

year. On the expense side, travel costs returned closer to 2019 levels. 

Additionally, while insurance costs did increase, part of this increase was 

attributable to an increase in general liability coverage to $2 million.  

Support from Croke Park, World GAA and the Department of Foreign Affairs 

continues to be strong, in terms of both financial support and development 

resources. A total of $145,490.85 has been received this year. The decline of 

the Euro against the U.S. Dollar has impacted the translation of those grants into 

dollars. This year also saw the return of All Ireland tickets, which were distributed 

electronically, saving greatly on shipping costs.  

As revenues from registration and sponsorship have grown, so has the amount of 

divisional operating grants. In 2019, the USGAA Board issued a $25,000 

operating grant to support the costs of operating our ten divisions. That amount 

increased to $80,000.00 in 2021 and again to $90,000 for 2022.  
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Report on the 501(c)(3) Group Exemption  

The USGAA received notice that the IRS had approved its Group Exemption 

application in December 2020. During the summer of 2021, the IRS 

revoked the tax exemption for several of the group members. This issue 

continued into 2022.  

Despite near-weekly calls to the IRS, along with letters sent to multiple 

offices within the IRS’ charities section, the revocation issue remains 

unresolved. Outside counsel provided guidance to clubs whose registrations 

were revoked, including guidance for club wishing to leave the group 

exemption in order to become an independent tax-exempt entity outside of 

the group exemption. 
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Outlook for 2023 
Continue to improve our accounting systems to improve quality of our 
reporting capabilities.  

Achieve a resolution on the revocation issue and provide group members 
with additional training and guidance on compliance procedures.  

Work with Finance Committee to develop policies around travel other major 
expenditures.  

 

I would like to thank the Finance and Management Committees for their support 
throughout the year. The organization is on strong financial footing entering 
2023.  

Is mise le meas,  

Tom Walsh USGAA Treasurer  
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Secretary’s Report 
 
 
 

Submitted by Liam Moloney, USGAA Secretary  
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A Chairde  
  

On behalf of USGAA, I would like to welcome everybody to Chicago Gaelic 

Park for our Annual Convention. A big thank you to our Host Division and to 

Mary Ruane for handling the logistics, and we look forward to a very productive 

and successful weekend. 
  

A warm welcome is also extended to Niall Erskine, Chair of World GAA and to 

Kieran Leddy, CEO Munster GAA. 
  

2022 was the year when USGAA really bounced back from the uncertainty and 

the constraints of the COVID pandemic. There were over 40 Tournaments 

approved through our online system, 6 Divisional Playoffs, Divisional Cup 

Competitions and a record number of competitions and games at our USGAA 

Playoffs in Chicago Gaelic Park last August.  

 

For the first time Hurling surpassed football in the total number of games played 

which is a testimony to many years of toil since we first appointed Dave Olson as 

Hurling Development Officer in 2007.  
 

Dave, Colm Egan and countless other hurling folk around the US can be proud of 

the huge gains they’ve made in just over a dozen years. What is even more 

striking about this achievement is that it has been in parallel to a marked decline 

in the number of Senior clubs in the traditional Senior Divisions.  
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GAA CONGRESS 2022 

  

The Annual GAA Congress was held in Bekan Co. Mayo in the new 

Connacht Dome. USGAA sent a full delegation. Congress was scaled back 

a little from previous years and there were no major changes affecting 

USGAA scheduled to be voted on aside from a motion reducing overseas 

voting rights to a prorated system which passed with very minimal effect on 

USGAA going forward.  

 

The main topics of debate were the age limits for GAA Minor Grades, 

which remained unchanged and the integration of the Mens and Ladies 

codes under one GAA Banner (although this has been the case in USGAA 

for some years). 

  

On Friday all Overseas Units attended a World Games meeting led by 

Niall Erskine. One of the topics discussed was the 2023 World Games. 

USGAA did point out that the timeline for the games has been detrimental 

to our domestic competitions in the past and will continue to be going 

forward if the schedule stays largely the same, but it is unlikely that there 

will be any major change around the timing going forward. 
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We then held a meeting with the Munster Council to discuss our ongoing 

partnership and co-operation for the year ahead. More detail on this in the 

Munster Partnership Section of my report. 

  

USGAA also met with Helen O’Rourke of Ladies Football and Sinead 

McNulty of Camogie Ireland where we discussed re-upping the level of 

cooperation and assistance in the upcoming year. The fruits of these 

meetings were borne out in the support USGAA received from both Units in 

2023. 

  

LGFA Congress 

The LGFA Congress was held in Belfast at the Europa Hotel. 

USGAA was represented by Ciara Trainor, lead of the USGAA LGFA 

Development group. While there were 65 Motions on the clar, most were 

pertaining to administrative and technical detail. The main theme of 

Congress was that of inclusion and integration of Ladies and Mens’ clubs. 

One of the most anticipated agenda items was the motion to integrate the 

LGFA with the GAA and Camogie Association. The delegates voted 67-8 in 

favor of uniting the organizations in order “to jointly ensure equal 

investment, recognition and opportunity for all genders to play all sports in 

the Gaelic Games family.” This comes after the GPA motion to prioritize the 

integration passed at GAA Congress. 
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Other changes to note: 

● Rule 444 was amended to read the ball may be kicked from hands or off 

the ground from the 20 meter line, directly in front of the goalposts for a 

kick out from goal after a score or wide in all competitions. 

● Rules 346-352 regarding blood subs were amended to include suspected 

head injury substitutes. Future discussions are to be had regarding head 

injuries and concussion protocols. 

Camogie Ireland 

Camogie Congress for 2022 was held in the Carrickdale Hotel in Dundalk. 

USGAA was represented by Sandra Holland from Raleigh. Sandra has 

included a briefing in her Camogie Development Report. Again, the 

overwhelming theme of the weekend was the integration of the Units. 

 

Divisional Championships and Tournaments  

In 2022 Divisional Championships were held in 6 of out 10 Divisions. 

Northeast, Central, Philadelphia, Southeast, MidWest and Western each 

ran a championship in their Divisions. Large attendances were the norm 

throughout the country for Championships and Tournaments alike. More 

information on winners is contained in the Divisional Reviews. 

 

Over 40 tournaments and events were approved through the online 

submission process in 2022 and activity was brisk throughout the US. 
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Starting out with the Sun City tournament in Tampa and ending in 

December 2022 with the finale of the San Francisco Pub League, we will 

have had a full 12 month games program for the first time. 

 

A full list of tournaments is available in the appendix and at the following 

link (use the agenda view feature): 

 https://usgaa.org/calendar/#start_date=2022-01-01 

  

Continental Youth Championship 

The CYC returned to our fields for the first time since the Pre-Covid era and 

was held in Gaelic Park Chicago. A more detailed summary is contained in 

Paul Mulcaire’s Youth Report. 

 

2022 USGAA Finals 

On the weekend of August 19th-21st, 119 teams descended on a superbly 

prepared Gaelic Park , Chicago, to participate in the 2022 USGAA Finals. 
   

Over 100 games were played across the 3 days, providing us with a raft of 

entertaining games and 23 National Champions (Listed below). 
           

USGAA Referees covered all the football and hurling games in the Mens’ 

codes. LGFA sent 2 referees and Camogie 1.  
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Munster Ref Manager Johnny Ryan was present to assess and mentor 

Referees along with USGAA Ref Admin Gareth Fitzsimons, former Munster 

Ref Chief Kevin Walsh also joined us and was honored for his contribution 

in USGAA Referee Development over a 17 year period. 

  

We were also joined by Ger Ryan and Bob Ryan, Munster Chair and PRO 

respectively, Michael Naughten LGFA President, Hilda Breslin Camogie 

Ireland President and Martin Coleman from GAA Management, 

representing President Larry McCarthy. 

  

As always, when reviewing these events, there is a need to take note of 

issues that may need to be considered going forward to next year and 

beyond: 

  

●       We definitely reached our load limit in terms of the number of 

entrants and competitions. Five fields were utilized to capacity for 3 

days and only the availability of a sixth field made the Camogie 

Development Grade possible. If the same volume of entries is the 

norm from here on, there may be a requirement for regional or 

Divisional Qualifiers. 
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●       Registration of Team Rosters continues to be problematic – with 

30 spaces available on the panels, 2 weeks in advance it should be 

possible to submit a panel which covers most eventualities. Exceptions 

are to be expected however where Divisional Competitions finish one 

week prior to finals 

 

●       The work undertaken by the host units in delivering a facility 

such as Gaelic Park and the logistics surrounding the event such as 

Hotels and Transportation is a heavy burden but gratitude is due to 

John, James, Mary and Martin and all the volunteers for putting on 

an outstanding spectacle. All through the weekend fields were staffed 

with Marshalls and Officials who kept the games moving in a timely 

manner. 

 

●       Costs!! Just as with everything else it is becoming more and 

more expensive to stage these events, travel and transportation costs 

continue to rise and it’s difficult to project costs weeks in advance, 

never mind a year in advance. 

 

●       Thanks to LGFA for providing 2 LGFA Camogie Ireland for 

sending Referees and a coaching officer to work with our clubs over 

the weekend. 
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2022 USGAA CHAMPIONS 

  

Mens Football Senior Padraig Pearses, Central 

 
Intermediate McBrides, Central 

 
Junior A LA Cougars, Southwest 

 
Junior B Delco Gaels, Philadelphia 

 
Junior C Charlotte, Southeast 

 
Junior D Delco Gaels, Philadelphia 

   
Hurling Senior Na Fianna, Western 

 
Intermediate St Peters, Southwest 

 
Junior A Madison, Heartland 

 
Junior B Na Toraidhe, Philadelphia 

 
Junior B Premier Cayman Islands 

 
Junior C Pittsburgh Pucas, Midwest 

 
Junior D Jersey Shore, Philadelphia 

 
Junior Reserve Hurling Madison, Heartland 

   
Ladies Football Senior St Bridgids, Central 

 
Intermediate Erins Rovers, Central 

 
Junior A Clan na Gael, Western 

 
Junior B Pittsburgh Banshees, Midwest 

 
Junior C Cleveland, Midwest 
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Camogie Senior Le Cheile, Canada 

 
Intermediate Fenians, Northeast 

 
Junior Na Toraidhe, Philadelphia 

 
Junior Development Charlotte, Southeast 

   
   
 

A full list of games and scores is available at the following link:  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1JoTb8cx0RywIPribCH27X0Y20

8H-ry2oACpgnfOhivc/edit#gid=2144152076 

  

Transfers and Sanctions process 

  

Over the course of 2022, almost 6000 players registered on the USGAA 

registration system. 

 

- Over 200 Transfers Inter County and Inter Club, were completed on the 

PTS System. 

- There were 40 Internal Club Transfers processed via paper copies. 

- 141 Non-Club players registered. 

- J1 Sanctions for Hurling and Football were back at 2019 levels with 155 

Applications. 

- Men’s Sanctions were at 350 for the 3-month period of April, May and 

June. 
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- There were over 120 Permits and Transfers issued by LGFA and 

Camogie Ireland. 

  

About 95% of all Transfers and Sanctions were processed through the 

online PTS system, with the remaining paper applications being for 

situations not covered by PTS. 

  

One observation on the Sanction Process:  

Sanction players make up around 10% of our total Registration yet 

for 3 months of the year they seem to consume 90% of our time.  

 

Clubs were reminded on several occasions this year that the 

Sanction players needed to be on our registration system prior to 

competing, yet this was ignored by several clubs who thereby 

imperil their players and teams by technically using unregistered 

players. 
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Grading: 

Around USGAA Finals this is an item that always becomes contentious.  

 

However, USGAA does it’s best to provide equitable competition for all 

teams entering. This year we had such a volume of entries that it was 

necessary to establish a Junior Reserve Bracket for the second teams from 

clubs with multiple entries, and while this threw up a couple of hurdles and 

questions over grades the alternative is to limit numbers of teams entering 

and establish regional qualifiers. 

 

The Camogie Development Grade was only possible due to the efforts of 

James and the Chicago Host Committee to scramble and provide a sixth 

field and we owe them a big thank you for that.  

  

In Senior Camogie we once again had guest teams from New York and 

Canada and one issue that we feel will need to addressed going forward is 

the Registration and Grading of these clubs players.   

 

Since our clubs and players are subject to rigid protocols and registration 

dates it would only be equitable that everyone adheres to the same rules. 
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Insurance: 

 

Since the inception of the Individual Player Registration Fee, USGAA has 

provided both Liability and Injury Cover to all Registered players, Clubs 

and Units as one of the benefits of membership.  

 

In 2022 USGAA issued and renewed over 250 COIs for field and facility 

rental. 

 

As of September 2022, 28 Injury claims are in process. Since 2017 the 

Injury Policy has Processed claims with a value of $2.5M and paid out 

approx $250,000. 

 

A readout of Accident/Injury loss runs and  GL Policy Coverage Pages are 

included elsewhere in the report.  

 

As with everything else these days it is likely that the cost of this policy will 

increase significantly. I would like to extend sincere thanks to Harry 

Costello for handling and turning around all the COI submittals in 2022. 
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Sponsors  

The PRO and Treasurer Reports contain a more detailed review of our 

various sponsorships, but I would like to thank those that have partnered 

their USGAA sponsorship on a National Level – all have shown interest in 

building lasting partnerships with USGAA and its units: 

Masita 

Guinness 

GAAGO 

UPMC 

Gratitude is also due to those who support our units at local level, either 

through Divisional Boards or Clubs – your support is important and very 

much appreciated. 

  

MUNSTER PARTNERSHIP     

2022 saw the resumption proper of the long-standing partnership with 

Munster.  USGAA held an in-person meeting with Munster Council at GAA 

Congress in Mayo. 

 

As well as USGAA Officers and GDO Rob Tierney , Munster were 

represented by Chair Ger Ryan, Vice-Chair Tim Murphy, Former Chair Liam 

Lenihan as well as games Managers Pat O’Shea and Joe Carton. We 

discussed Games Development and Strategic Planning Initiatives and 

Funding for 2022 and beyond.  These included: 
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●       In 2022 Munster supported our Referee Tutor Upskilling in 

March with Johnny Ryan and Michael Wadding Delivering the course 

to our Referee tutors in Chicago. 

●       Pat O’Shea and Joe Carton travelled to San Francisco and 

Philadelphia to initiate training for new GDAs and to engage with 

local GAA Development Groups. 

●       We held 2 online calls in June and September with Ger Ryan 

and the Munster Council Officers. 

We agreed the for 2023 the following areas of training and support 

would be visited: 

●       Help with training for Club and Divisional Officers 

●       Disciplinary Workshops for those involved in 

administering the Disciplinary Process 

●       Games Development and Strategic Planning 

●       Support for Coaching Development Initiatives in Divisions 

without GDAs. 

●       Explore the possibility of generating greater exposure for 

our USGAA Finals through promotion and possibly recruiting 

Media Groups like TG4 to be present and promote the 

weekend. 

●       Meet Quarterly via Teams  
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Discipline 

2022 saw a relatively low number of cases handled by the Disciplinary 

Panels, and this was mostly due to a couple of factors: 

●       An overall drop in the number of discipline-related issues on the field 

of play, improvement in Refereeing standard may also be a contributory 

factor here; 

●       Members and units having a better understanding of the Disciplinary 

Process, and increasingly taking responsibility for issues within their 

respective Divisions. 

●       As always, there is room for improvement and in 2023 one of the 

projects to be undertaken with Munster will be a comprehensive series of 

Disciplinary Workshops for all personnel involved in the process at local 

and National levels. 

Capital Projects 

We had news of 2 new facility projects in the pipeline in 2022. In New 

Hampshire the Wolves announced a partnership with Budweiser Field which 

gives them a base for the future and has already been host to Hurling 

Tournaments in the Northeast. Charlotte also has a project in its nascent 

stages to establish an Irish Center with playing facilities in South Carolina. 
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Committees 

I would like to acknowledge and thank those that sat on the various 

Committees in 2022, their time and effort has proved invaluable to 

USGAA, and is greatly appreciated. 

  

Hearings Committee:        

Sean Breen, Aishling Bryant, Padraig Cremin, Niall Dempsey, 

Martin Redmond and Joe Regan. 

 

Appeals Committee:          

Gareth Fitzsimons, Susan Pierce and Paul McCarthy. 

  

Divisional Chairs and others were included as needed. 

  

Referees Administrator: 

Gareth Fitzsimons               

  

USGAA Liability Insurance Officer:   

Harry Costello 

  

Games Development Officer (GDO)  

          Robert Tierney 
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World Games 2023 and All-Ireland Junior Football Championship 2024 

In 2023 we will see the resumption of the World Games. This event will be 

held in Derry in late July 2023 with further details to be shared when 

available. 

In September a USGAA workgroup met with the intention of finding a 

pathway to selecting and entering a team for the All Ireland Junior Football 

Championship in 2024. This is still a work in progress and in it’s 

exploratory stages. It is another exciting development in the evolution of 

USGAA. 

The group was: Rob Tierney, Gerard Dillon, Oliver McElhone, Martin Kerr, 

Steve Brennan and Padraig Cremin. 

Bereavements 

To all our members who lost loved ones during 2022, we offer our sincerest 

sympathies and may their souls Rest in Peace. It seemed to be the case that 

tragedy was never too far away from both the USGAA and the GAA 

throughout the year.  

From the shocking murder of Aishling Murphy in Offaly in January to the 

Creeslough tragedy in Donegal, along with the tragic passing of Barry 

McGrath (St Josephs) in San Francisco to the senseless tragedy that 

claimed the life of Mary Beth Bergum (Buffalo Fenians Ladies), the year 
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was bookended by dark days, but we are reminded that while sometimes it 

takes adversity to bring the best out in us, the GAA family is always to the 

fore in these moments of need.  

Ultimately the GAA is something that should and does unite us and that 

should always be forefront in our minds. 

 

Closing 

I would like to thank my fellow board officers for their work on behalf of 

USGAA in 2022.  

Thank you to our Players, Referees, Divisional Officers, Club Officers, and 

all who volunteered to make USGAA bigger and stronger in 2022. 

  

Again, sincere gratitude is again due to the Munster Council who continue 

to provide invaluable advice and assistance – particularly Ger Ryan, 

Kieran Leddy, Bob Ryan, Tim Murphy, Pat O’Shea, Joey Carton and 

Johnny Ryan and Michael Wadding who supported various events in 

person. In addition to this support, within the GAA organization they are 

also strong advocates and voices for USGAA – and we thank them for 

that.  
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Similarly, we thank Larry McCarthy, Michael Naughton, Helen O’Rourke, 

Sinead McNulty, Hilda Breslin, Niall Erskine, Charlie Harrison, Mark 

McGovern, Deirdre Hiney, Lyn Savage and the support of the staff in 

Croke Park, LGFA and Camogie Association has been crucial in being able 

to effectively administer our affairs this year. 

  

Finally, I offer best wishes to all in their endeavors both personal and 

sporting and for a successful, and most importantly, an enjoyable 2023. 

  

Liam Moloney 

November 12, 2022. 
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ROUND UP FROM OUR USGAA DIVISIONS 

2022 Southeast Division Year in Review, Submitted by Ryan Finn. 

Our divisional tournaments start at the beginning of year and run all the 

way through November. 

In January Tampa hosted the Sun Coast 7’s tournament. In March we had 

couple tournaments Camden, SC  Irishfest, Savannah Hostess City Hooley 

hurling tournament. In April Atlanta hosted a Camogie tournament and 

Charleston’s Holy City Cup and Nashville Music City hurling tournament. In 

May Greenville hosted their hurling tournament. June we had a busy month 

with Charlotte’s Connolly Cup having all four codes and the Cayman’s 

Island club participating in all four codes with over 40 players. Also, 

Atlanta’s Peach Cup was in this month as well. In July Winston Salem 

hosted the Timmy Cronin Memorial Football Tournament. Knoxville was 

supposed to host the Scruffy City Invitational in October but Hurricane Ian 

had other plans. In November Augusta Azalea Cup. 

Divisional Championships were held in Men’s junior c football with a round 

robin play between Charlotte, Raleigh and Winston Salem having the 

matches at Charlotte and Winston Salem tournaments be divisional games. 

Charlotte was the team that won the Junior C division championship. 



           
 

USGAA National Convention 2022 – November 11th-13th 2022 – www.usgaa.org 
 

153 

For our hurling junior division championship we had five clubs participating. 

We had Greenville, Charleston, Raleigh, Knoxville and Charlotte. We did a 

weekend tournament in Greenville. Charlotte was the junior c championship 

and Raleigh was junior d. 

We want congratulate all of our clubs who played at USGAA Finals 

Chicago. They represented the division well. 

Charlotte Men’s Junior C Championship and Charlotte Camogie on their 

Junior B Championship at USGAA Finals. 

 We want to thank our outgoing divisional board. Without their efforts none 

of what we accomplished has a division would be possible. 

Chairperson        Steve Brennan  Greenville 

Vice Chairperson   Ciaran Fairman  Charlotte 

Secretary              Ryan Finn        Charleston 

Treasurer              Larre Reeves  Raleigh 

Registrar                 Jim Whooley  Atlanta 

PRO                       Scott Cooper  Tampa 

Youth Officer          Sean Murphy Charlotte 

Referee Administrator David Slevin    Tampa  
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NORTHEAST DIVISION,   Submitted by David Joyce 

The Northeastern Division enjoyed another very successful season in 2022 with 

well over 150 games across all codes. 
  

The pre-season kicked off with the Enda Hamill Cup in commemoration of a 

former Aidan McAnespies players and they went onto win the inaugural 

competition. The Macs followed up with a win in the annual Pat O'Brien Cup and 

this set them up for a very successful season as they went onto the capture the 

senior football championship title for the first time since 2011. 
  

In our other Mens football championships, Kerry won the Intermediate 

championship following their rise from the Junior B ranks, while Donegal and 

Galway won the Junior A and B championships respectively. At Junior C level, 

Trinity Milton won their very first championship in only their second year in 

existence after an extra time win over Worcester 
 

In Ladies football, Boston Shamrocks won the pre-season Orla Benson 

competition which set them on their winning ways, where they repeated their 

success at our Intermediate football level. The Homegrown team of Sean Ogs 

Ladies won the Junior championship 
 

In Mens hurling, Galway won the senior hurling championship 3-1 in a best of 5 

series over Fr Toms. Offaly won the Junior A hurling, while Worcester and 

Portland won the B and C championships respectively. 
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In camogie, NE Fenians built on their 2021 USGAA Junior championship win by 

repeating the trick at Intermediate level, a fine achievement for a club only 2 

years in existence. 
  

There was also plenty of action in the Fall at the Junior grades. Worcester won 

the Kevin Barrys Hurling tournament hosted by Hartford in September, and then 

followed it up with a football win in the Greg Hawes Memorial Cup in October. 

NH Wolves unveiled a fine new facility in Merrimack, NH and opened it with the 

Foley Hurling 7s won by Sean Ogs. 
  

Lastly we would like to  congratulate our U15 Boys team who became the 

Division Feile Champions...more evidence of all the fine work being done at 

underage level for both boys and girls in our division 
  

A thank you to the board officers who served the division in 2022: 

Chairman - Peter Murray 

Vice Chairman - Greg Lundy 

Secretary - David Joyce 

Assistant Secretary - Eoin Casey 

Treasurer - Olivia Rabbitte 

Assistant Treasurer - Mark McKee 

Registrar - Shane McKenna 

PRO - Rory O'Donnell 

Assistant PRO - Aoife Griffin 

Youth Officer - Martin Kerr 

Trustees - Paul Martin McDaid, Eileen Kerin, Frankie Moloney 
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 WESTERN DIVISION – SFGAA, submitted by Mike Nash. 

  

The Western Divisional Board (WDB) season began with the tragic loss of one 

theirbeloved members Barry McGrath. Barry was Board Treasurer and a player 

member with St. Joseph’s HC and Sons of Boru/Celts. As our clubs and members 

came to terms with this huge loss to the Bay Area Irish community, we leaned on 

Barry’s love of the GAA to help strengthen our Division for their 2022 season. 

 

We met with National and Local delegates in February and after two years of 

stringent state COVID protocols SFGAA were focused to plan for a complete 

season. It was clear that clubs were attempting to grow their player numbers 

early in the season,which helped to promote competitive games in our preseason 

St. Patrick’s Cup. This was an opportunity for players that graduated from the SF 

Youth program to gain exposure with the adult clubs and especially for our 

Junior Football clubs Eire Og GAC and Pearse Og GAC to recruit new players. 

 

Our preseason Final’s on June 5th, saw victories for; Tipperary HC v Na 

Fianna HC, Sean Treacys GFC v Michael Cusack’s GFC, Ulster GGFC v Sons of 

Boru/Celts GFC and Fog City Harps LGFC V Clan Na Gael LGFC.  

We were also happy to share the fields with the SF Australian Football League 

who hosted games prior to our Finals. 

 



           
 

USGAA National Convention 2022 – November 11th-13th 2022 – www.usgaa.org 
 

157 

In April we saw the appointment of Alisha Wilkinson as our full time Games 

Development Administrator. Alisha has been working tirelessly with the SF Youth 

and Adult Boards. With new appointments come new connections and 

opportunities.  

 

SFGAA were delighted to host the Minister for Tourism & Sport, Catherine Martin 

in May.  

 

The Minister visited on Treasure Island and watched our U14 Feile Boys team 

train in preparation for their June trip to Ireland. Colm Egan from Chicago GAA 

assisted with two nights of Zoom referee training sessions and Pat O’Shea from 

Munster GAA met with our newly appointed GDA and Adult & Youth Boards in 

June. 

  

The second Sunday in June launched the SFGAA Championship on Treasure 

Island. It took a few Sundays, but we were to see Na Fianna HC and Sean 

Treacys GFC lead the charge in their respective Senior Championships. The last 

Sunday in July Na Fianna HC was presented with the inaugural unveiling of the 

Barry McGrath Senior Hurling Cup. The following Sunday Sean Treacys GFC 

defeated Ulster GFC in a spirited Senior Football Final. 
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The WDB had six teams travel to Chicago for the National Finals; Na Fianna HC, 

Sean Treacys GFC, Fog City Harps LGFC Senior & Junior B, Clan Na Gael Junior 

A and Cu Chulainn CC. On Saturday Sean Treacys lost a very exciting Semifinal 

against Chicago’s Padraig Pearses. 

 

Sean Treacy’s fought back a large second half deficit, but just ran out of time to 

get themselves back into another Championship Final. Cu Chulainn’s CC who had 

seen great success in their previous North American Championships brought a 

young and untested panel to Chicago. In avery high scoring game, Cu Chulainn 

did not have the rub of the green in their semifinal loss v New York Liberty Gaels. 

By Sunday, four out of our six teams had secured a berth for Finals Day. 

  

Fog City Junior Ladies succumbed to a very experienced Baltimore team. Clan 

Na Gael Ladies were the first Western team to lift a National Cup with a thrilling 

Junior A Final win against Notre Dame. Fog City Senior Ladies were defeated by 

the local favorites St. Bridget’s. Na Fianna HC closed out the National Finals for 

the Western Division, with a comprehensive victory over Windy City Gaels - an 

amalgamated team from Chicago. This was Na Fianna’s sixth National Hurling 

Senior title. We wish to thank everyone involved with Chicago GAA, for 

producing a wellorganized and fun filled weekend. We wish Denver GAA every 

success, as they will be our host for the 2023 USGAA Finals.  

As we see out the 2022 season, SFGAA looks forward to the completion of our 

inaugural Fall GAA League in December. We will also host team members from 
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the victorious All Ireland Limerick Hurling, Kerry Football and Meath Ladies 

Football teams at our Dinner Dance on November 5th, our first since 2019.  

 

Our Youth Board is actively preparing to host the 2023 Continental Youth 

Championship in July 2023. We look forward to another busy season in 2023 

and the development and promotion of our games.  

 

Your WDB: Chairperson Bertie Penny, Vice-Chairperson Frank McGovern, 

Secretary Mike Nash, Assistant Secretary Aisling Bryant, Treasurer Claire 

Colleran, Registrar Conor McCarthy, PRO Roisin Lyons, and Youth Officer Mark 

Gorman. 
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PHILADELPHIA Submitted by Paul McCarthy. 

Philadelphia Divisional Board 2022 Board Officers:  

Chairperson: Tom Regan;  

Vice Chairperson: Ger Dillon;  

Secretary: Paul Mc Carthy;  

Assistant Secretary: Shane Bourke;  

Treasurer: Caoimhe Butler;  

Assistant Treasurer: Damian Butler;  

Registrar: Kacee Hwang;  

Pro: Trish Daly; 

Youth Officer: Jimmy Simpson;  

Honorary President: Peggy Murray  

  

The Philadelphia Division welcomed a full schedule of games for the 2022 

season. It was great to see all four codes in full swing at Limerick again this year. 

With the easing of Covid restrictions on travel, Registrations of Inter County 

Transfers and Sanction players was back in full force for some of the clubs. 

 

Our Junior D Hurling and Camogie, consisting of mainly Homegrown players is 

growing from year to year in terms of numbers participating and skill level. We 

also fielded Homegrown teams in Ladies Football and Men’s Junior D & C 

Football.  
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Approximately 50% of our games in Philadelphia involved Homegrown teams, 

which is a testament to the strength of our Youth program and the promotion of 

our games among the uninitiated by our Homegrown Clubs, namely Delco Gaels, 

Na Toraidhe Camogie, Shamrocks Camogie, Jersey Shore and Jersey Rebels. 

  

The season started on April 24th with our local competitions in all codes. We 

scheduled the Hurling and Camogie Sevens on May 7th but rain caused us to 

postpone this until May 21st, which resulted in a number of teams dropping out 

due to previous commitments on that date.  

 

However, we had a good day of competitive games in both codes. The Football 

Sevens was held on May 14th with over 30 games played over both codes 

during the day. 

 

The Philadelphia Championship began on June 5th and Finals were played on 

August 8th. We had a full schedule of games each weekend involving all codes, 

with over 40 Championship games played in total. 

  

The winners were as follows: 

Camogie Na Toraidhe 

Junior D Hurling Jersey Shore 

Junior B Hurling Na Toraidhe 

Ladies Football Notre Dames 

Junior B Football Delco Gaels 

Senior Football Young Irelands 
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Heartland 2022 Summary, Submitted by Brian Christ. 

Chair – David Olson 

Vice Chair – Karen Seeliger 

Registrar – Michael Stapleton/ Craig Wagner 

Treasurer – Brian Mathes 

Secretary – Brian Christ 

PRO – Pat Kratz 

  

- 11 Clubs, as far as 850 miles apart 

- 7 Clubs have City Leagues 

- 6 Clubs have indoor play during the winter 

- All 11 have travelled to another club or tournament at least once 

- 7 Have played another division during the summer 

- All non-developmental clubs participated in Finals in Chicago 
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MIDWEST, Submitted by Keith Knott. 

  

2022 Midwest Divisional Board Members 

Chair – Paul Mulcair – Buffalo Na Fianna 

Vice-Chair – Matt Lomot – Buffalo Fenians 

Secretary – Keith Knott – Akron Celtic Guards 

Pro – Sean Stayduhar – Pittsburgh Pucas GAA 

Treasurer – Damon Margida – Cleveland St. Pat’s St. Jarlath’s 

Registrar – Davy Roberts – Pittsburgh Celtics GAA 

Youth Officer – Garrett O’Donohue – Detroit Youth 

  

Coming out of Covid in 2022, the Midwest grew to 20 teams with the 

introduction of 6 new clubs. 2 hurling, 2 ladies’ football, and 2 camogie. 

  

The season opened in February with the inaugural Rochester Indoor 7s 

tournament which was won by Akron Hurling. The Annual Cleveland Memorial 

7s was back again in mid-May and included several teams from throughout the 

USGAA with Pittsburgh Celtics winning the Men’s, and the Aisling Gaels of 

Chicago winning the day for the woman.   

 

To conclude the season, Akron Hurling hosted its 18th Annual Al O’Leary 

Tournament, which the University of Pitt Panther’s won for the second year in a 

row for the hurling, and for the first time ever a camogie champion was crowned 
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with Pittsburgh Na Laochra. The Division also hosted a multi-division youth 

tournament in Detroit in Mid Oct.  

 

The Midwest Clubs also held a few mini tournaments within their own clubs this 

year and traveled outside our division to support other GAA clubs throughout the 

USGAA as well. All these events created more games for our clubs and helped 

grow membership. 
  

Rochester hosted the 2022 Midwest Division Championships, held the first 

weekend of August. This was the largest the Midwest has ever hosted! The 

growth of the division brought more meaningful games and a championship 

format that is rivaled by few others.  
 

This by far was one of the tightest contested championships we’ve ever had, and 

the highlight of the weekend went to our new camogie teams which saw 

Pittsburgh Na Laochra barely get past a very talented Cleveland club by 1 point 

for the inaugural winning of the cup. 

  

The 2022 Midwest Divisional Champions: 

Men’s Football 

Intermediate – Pittsburgh Celtics 

Jr B – Detroit Wolfetones 

Jr C – Cleveland St. Pat’s St. Jarlath’s 

Jr D – Pittsburgh Celtics “B” 
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Ladies Football 

Jr B - Pittsburgh Banshees 

Jr C – Cleveland St. Pat’s St. Jarlath’s 
  

Hurling 

Jr C – Pittsburgh Pucas 

Jr D – Cleveland St. Pat’s St. Jarlath’s 
   

Camogie 

Pittsburgh Na Laochra 
   

2022 USGAA Champions from the Midwest: 

Hurling 

Jr C – Pittsburgh Pucas 
  

Ladies Football 

Jr B – Pittsburgh Banshees 

Jr C – Cleveland St. Pat’s St. Jarlath’s 

   

Several Clubs in our Division participated in the GGDF funds once again this 

year. The Buffalo Fenians, Buffalo Na Fianna, Albany Rebels, Rochester Gaelic, 

Syracuse Gaelic, and Cleveland St. Pat’s St. Jarlath’s all received funds to help 

them grow their clubs. 
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Tragically, the Buffalo Fenian Ladies Football team lost one of their members due 

to a horrific event. Please join us in support of their club and the family that was 

impacted so heavily by this. 
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SOUTHWEST, Submitted by Wendy Levine. 

Southwest Board: 

Chairperson: Michael Schaefer 

Vice Chairperson: Chris King 

Secretary: Wendy LeVine 

Treasurer: Jamie Haskell 

Registrar: Taylor Jensen 

PRO: Dina Canlas 

Youth Officer: Kyle Cottingim 

Club Liaison: Jason Holden 

  

Tournaments: 

May 2022: West Coast 7s in San Diego, CA 

36 teams, 17 clubs, 73 games played in total over 2 days. approx 750 

attendees and 9 winners across all 4 codes: ladies Intermediate and Junior 

football, junior camogie, Men's Jr A and C football, and finally Jr A 

through C and Senior hurling. 
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Sept 2022: Texas tournament in San Antonio, TX 

Houston was victorious against Austin for the ladies. Houston men were 

victorious against San Antonio and Dallas 

  

There were many friendly games played by SoCal men's football and hurling 

teams but not any Official tournament. OC, Setanta and Wild Geese played 

each other a few times.  

 

St Peter's and Setanta traveled to San Francisco over the summer. I'm unsure if or 

when any other games were played by that Club within or outside of CA. 

  

Denver held nothing official either due to lack of exterior traveling clubs but they 

held pub league games for both football and hurling. Rumble in the Rockies was 

reduced to a few games of hurling, football, camogie and ladies football. San 

Diego Na Fianna traveled  and joined up Denver to play games. 
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CENTRAL, Submitted by Martin Redmond. 

  

In February we had our AGM and the following board was elected: 

Chair- John Bridges (St. Brigids) 

Vice- Ger Doherty (John McBrides) 

Secretary- Martin Redmond (Windy City Hurling) 

Treasurer- Annie Redmond (St. Mary's Camogie) 

Assistant Treas.- Kevin Mc Veigh (Padraig Pearse) 

Registrar- Mary Ruane (St. Brigids) 

PRO- Mary Redmond (St. Mary's Camogie) 

Youth Officer- Josephine Regan (St. Jarlaths) 

  

March saw the first AGM of the Windy City Hurling club and a decision was 

made to enter a Senior Hurling team by the members for the 2022 

Championship.   

  

In April the clubs registered all their home based players for the summer 

competitions.  All of Chicago GAA were looking forward to the full resumption of 

games with summer visitor players from Ireland returning to Gaelic Park since the 

Summer of 2019.  
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May saw the second annual Chicago 9's Football tournament ran by the Padraig 

Pearse club in conjunction with Chicago GAA at Montrose Beach in the city.  The 

competition was won by the following clubs: 

Senior Men: Padraig Pearse 

Intermediate Men: Madison 

Ladies: St. Brigids 
  

This has proven to be an excellent way to kick off the year and long may it 

continue.   
  

June and July saw the resumption of the Chicago GAA Championship.  There 

were many exciting games at Men's Senior, Men's Intermediate, Ladies Football 

and Hurling.  Many high profile players from Ireland spent the summer in 

Chicago playing football  and the live streams of our games were watched round 

the world.  Special thanks to John Quinn and John Guhry for their legendary 

commentary on these games. 

 

In the end the Chicago Finals were contested by: 

Senior Men- Parnells v Padraig Pearse 

(Winners: Padraig Pearse) 

Ladies- St. Brigids v Erin Rovers 

(Winners: St. Brigids) 

Intermediate Men's- Padraig Pearse v John McBrides. 

(Winners: John McBrides) 
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 The 2022 CYC was held in Chicago at the end of July and was a great 

success.  1700 kids from U7-U18 from all over North America played Gaelic 

Games for 4 days in Chicago.  The CYC is a testament to the volunteer spirit of 

the GAA with many, many volunteer hours going into getting the fields and 

facility ready for the games.  Special thanks to Mike Ryan and his committee for 

their excellent work on this.  
   

Chicago GAA also hosted the 2022 USGAA Finals from August 19th-21st at 

Gaelic Park.  Another excellent showcase of the finest talent of Gaelic Games in 

the USA.  Again, volunteers were to the fore in showcasing Gaelic Park, our 

facility and the home of Chicago GAA.  Special thanks to James Staunton, Mary 

Ruane, John Bridges, all the host committee and the army of volunteers that made 

such a great weekend possible. Rain or shine, a great weekend was had by all.  
  

Six of our clubs contested USGAA Finals this year with four of them emerging 

victorious.  Congratulations to Men's Senior Champions Padraig Pearse, Ladies 

Senior Champions St. Brigids, Ladies Intermediate Champions Erin Rovers and 

Men's Intermediate Champions John McBrides.  Commiserations to Windy City 

Hurling and Michael Cusacks who were both defeated in the Senior and Jr B 

Hurling Finals respectively.  

 

That leads us to November and the USGAA Convention.  We would like to 

welcome all the delegates to Gaelic Park and Chicago.  We are proud to have 

you here and hope you enjoy your time in our fabulous city." 
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NORTHWEST, Submitted by Paul McGarry 

The Northwest continues to sustain pre covid numbers and in some cases is 

growing in both player numbers and team development, most notable is Tacoma 

Rangers and Willamette which have seen very sizeable growth in player 

numbers and the team performances at the some of the NW tournaments. 

There has been a full NW tournament calendar, which we set at the start of the 

year.  

●       Tacoma Grit City opener April 16th 

●       Missoula McEneaney Cup April 30th 

●       Tacoma Defiance Cup Hurling May 14th 

●       Seattle – emerald city cup June 4th 

●       Butte Tournament June 18th 

●       Portland – Kevin O’Sullivan Cup July 16th 

●       Tacoma Defiance Cup football July 30th 

●       Willamette Valley Nomads – Aug 6th 

The tournaments were all well attended.   

Hurling is still the main game in the NW with every club having a hurling 

team.  Men’s Football is growing in Tacoma, Portland and Seattle.  There is a lot 

of work being done with trying to develop a 2nd Camogie team within the division 

primarily being led by the Tacoma club. 
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Motions submitted for 2022 USGAA Convention 
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USGAA FINALS: 
 

1. Motion Submitted by St Mary’s Camogie  
 
The Annual USGAA Playoffs will be known and publicized as The 
USGAA FINALS by all clubs and Divisions 

       
2. Submitted by Los Angeles Cougars GAA  

 
Previously ruled Out of Order by Motions Review Committee  

 
3. Submitted by Los Angeles Cougars GAA  

 
Proposal to modify USGAA Regulation. 7 USGAA PLAYOFF GAMES 
C) TEAM LISTS  
  
Current Wording:  
  

(c)  
TEAM LISTS: After each game is played during the season and at  
least 5 days  prior to the USGAA Playoffs, the Divisional 
Committee Secretary must forward  to the USGAA CCC the 
substitution and team sheets for all teams whose club  also has a 
lower grade affiliated team. If the required team lists and other 
team documentation are not provided to the USGAA, the team 
will be eliminated from the Playoffs.  
  
PENALTY: DIVISIONAL COMMITTEE $1,000 FINE, CLUB 
FORFEIT OF GAME.   

  
 
 
 
 



           
 

USGAA National Convention 2022 – November 11th-13th 2022 – www.usgaa.org 
 

175 

Proposed Wording:  
  

(c) TEAM LISTS: After each game is played during the season 
and at least 5 days prior to the USGAA Playoffs, the Divisional 
Committee Secretary must forward to the USGAA CCC the 
substitution and team sheets for all teams whose club also has a 
lower grade affiliated team. If the required team lists and other 
team documentation are not provided to the USGAA, the team 
will be eliminated from the Playoffs. Upon receipt of team sheets, 
the USGAA CCC will immediately make digital copies of Team 
sheets publicly accessible via upload to a shared online folder or 
the USGAA player registration database.  
  
PENALTY: DIVISIONAL COMMITTEE $1,000 FINE, CLUB 
FORFEIT OF GAME.  

 
4. Submitted by Los Angeles Cougars GAA  
 

Proposal to modify USGAA Regulation. 8 PLAYOFFS - GENERAL 
RULES (NEW ITEM)  
  
Proposed Rule:  
  

e)  
PRE-USGAA FINALS ELIGIBILITY REVIEW: Every club that wishes 
to register to attend and compete in any USGAA Championship 
Finals fixture must submit their traveling team sheets at least ten 
days (10) in advance to their respective Divisional Registrar for 
eligibility confirmation. For participating clubs who also have a 
higher grade affiliated team, Divisional Registrars must check the 
team panel of the lower grade team against the higher grade 
team’s divisional championship team sheets.   
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Any player not confirmed as eligible by a Divisional Registrar will 
be unable to play in any USGAA Championship Finals fixture. 
Any players initially found to be ineligible by a club’s Divisional 
Registrar can appeal and request an additional review by 
USGAA CCC.  
 
 

5. SUBMITTED BY USGAA 
 

Proposal to modify USGAA Bye-Law 9. PLAYOFF ROTATION 
  

Current Wording:  
  

The hosting of the USGAA playoffs will be on a rotational basis. 
Starting in 2011 the rotation shall be in the following manner:  
  
2017 Western   
2018 Philadelphia   
2019 Mid-Atlantic   
2020 Northeast   
2021 Central   
2022 Southwest   
To be continued   
  

The four major Divisions will be on a 6 year rotation while all others will bid 
for the playoffs every third year. Bids can only be submitted by Divisions, not 
from a club within a Division. In the event of a Division not meeting the 
playoff requirements, the rotation shall move to the next Division in line.  
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Proposed Wording:  
  

The hosting of the USGAA playoffs will be on a rotational basis. Starting in 
2024 the rotation shall be in the following manner: 

 
2023     Southwest 
2024  Western   
2025  Philadelphia   
2026  Southeast 
2027  Northeast   
2028  Central   
2029  Heartland  
 

6. Submitted by Los Angeles Cougars GAA  
 

Proposal to modify USGAA Bye-Law 9. PLAYOFF ROTATION  
Current Wording:  
The hosting of the USGAA playoffs will be on a rotational basis. 
Starting in 2011 the rotation shall be in the following manner:  

  
2011 Western   
2012 Philadelphia   
2013 Midwest   
2014 Northeast   
2015 Central   
2016 Northwest   
2017 Western   
2018 Philadelphia   
2019 Mid-Atlantic   
2020 Northeast   
2021 Central   
2022 Southwest   
To be continued   
  



           
 

USGAA National Convention 2022 – November 11th-13th 2022 – www.usgaa.org 
 
178 

The four major Divisions will be on a 6 year rotation while all 
others will bid for the playoffs every third year. Bids can only be 
submitted by Divisions, not from a club within a Division. In the 
event of a Division not meeting the playoff requirements, the 
rotation shall move to  
the next Division in line.  
  

Proposed Wording:  
  

The hosting of the USGAA playoffs will be on a rotational basis. 
Starting in 2022 the rotation shall be in the following manner:  
  
2022 Southwest   
2023 Western  
2024   Philadelphia   
2025 Open for bid   
2026 Northeast   
2027 Central  
2028 Open for bid   
2029 Open for bid   
2030 Open for bid   
2031 Western  
2032 Philadelphia  
2033 Open for bid  
2034 Northeast  
2035  Central   
To be continued   
  
The four major Divisions will be on a 8 year rotation while all 
other Divisions can submit a bid for the playoffs any year one of 
the four major Divisions are not scheduled to host.  Bids can only 
be submitted by Divisions, not from a club within a Division. In the 
event of a Division not meeting the playoff requirements, the 
rotation shall move to the next Division in line.  
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7. SUBMITTED BY NAPERVILLE 

USGAA REGULATION 7 

EXISTING 

Section 7c of the 2021 USGAA Official Regulations states: 

(c) TEAM LISTS: After each game is played during the season 
and at least 5 days prior to the USGAA Playoffs, the 
Divisional Committee Secretary must forward to the USGAA 
CCC the substitution and team sheets for all teams whose 
club also has a lower grade affiliated team. If the required 
team lists and other team documentation are not provided to 
the USGAA, the team will be eliminated from the Playoffs. 
PENALTY: DIVISIONAL COMMITTEE $1,000 FINE, CLUB 
FORFEIT OF GAME. 

PROPOSED 

Proposed language with changes highlighted: 
(c) TEAM LISTS: After each game is played during the 
season and at least 5 days prior to the USGAA Playoffs, the 
Divisional Committee Secretary must forward to the USGAA 
CCC the substitution and team sheets for all teams whose 
club also has a lower grade affiliated team. At the USGAA 
Finals, players eligible to play in Junior matches who are 
listed on the Junior panel team sheet for the first game of 
play must remain with that panel until it is eliminated from 
championship play. Only after elimination may the affected 
player(s) play on a more senior panel in the same sport. 
If the required team lists and other team documentation are 
not provided to the USGAA, the team will be eliminated 
from the Playoffs. PENALTY: DIVISIONAL COMMITTEE 
$1,000 FINE, CLUB FORFEIT OF GAME  
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REGISTRATION: 
 
8. Submitted by Los Angeles Cougars GAA  

  
Proposal to modify USGAA Regulation. 1 AFFILIATION AND 
REGISTRATION (ii) PLAYER (d)  
PLAYER\MEMBER REGISTRATION:  
  
Current Wording:  

  
(d)  
PLAYER\MEMBER REGISTRATION: All Players or Members 
registering in the online registration system shall list the player’s 
name(s), email address, type of registration, country of birth, 
code and grade, and the last 4 digits of the player’s US Driver’s 
License # and/or Passport #.   

  
Proposed Wording:  
  

(d)  
PLAYER\MEMBER REGISTRATION: All Players or Members 
registering in the online registration system shall list the player’s 
name(s), email address, type of registration, country of birth, 
code grade, the last 4 digits of the player’s US Driver’s License # 
and/or Passport #, and a photo that clearly shows the registering 
player’s face.  
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9. SUBMITTED BY Los Angeles Cougars GAA  
 

Previously ruled Out of Order by Motions Review Committee  
 

10.   Submitted by USGAA (Tidy up Regulation 5) 
 

5. HOMEGROWN PLAYERS: 
 

All Men’s Senior, Junior and Intermediate football teams must start with 
a minimum of 2 homegrown players and can never have more 
than 11 non-homegrown players on the field. 

 
REMOVE 
All Men’s Senior football teams must start with a minimum of 1 
homegrown player and can never have more than 12 non- 
homegrown born players on the field. 

 
From 2021, all Men’s football teams at Junior, Intermediate and 
Senior teams must start with a minimum of 2 homegrown players 
and can never have more than 11 non-homegrown players on the 
field. 

 
All Men’s hurling teams at Junior, Intermediate and Senior  
must start with a minimum of 2 homegrown players and can never 
have more than 11 non-homegrown players on the field. 

 
All Ladies football teams at Junior, Intermediate and Senior must 
start with a minimum of 3 homegrown players and can never have 
more than 12 non-Homegrown players on the field. 
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11. SUBMITTED BY NA FIANNA SAN DIEGO 

  

Modify 2022 Regulation 1. AFFILIATION AND REGISTRATIONS. (ii) 
PLAYER. (a) Player Classifications: Homegrown. 

 Current Classification 

A Homegrown Player is a player that was never eligible to 
participate in minor grade or adult grade with a club in Ireland 
or Britain. Players who have played with a college team, but not 
a club team in either Ireland or Britain are exempt. 
“Homegrown” will replace all usages of the terms Americanborn 
and Non-Irish born. 

 Proposed Changes to Classification: 

A Homegrown Player is a player that never registered at minor 
grade or adult grade with a club in Ireland or Britain. Players 
who have played with a college team, but not a club team in 
either Ireland or Britain are exempt. “Homegrown” will replace 
all usages of the terms American-born and Non-Irish born. 

  
12. SUBMITTED BY FOG CITY HARPS 

  
Modify Regulation 1, Affiliation and registration, (ii) Player section (d) 
Player/member registration, to read: 
  

All Homegrown players in their first 5 years of registering with an 
adult USGAA club may register with the same USGAA club on or 
before August 1st. 
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13. SUBMITTED BY NA TORAIDHE 
 

Regulation 5. HOMEGROWN PLAYERS: 

All Men’s Junior and Intermediate football teams must start with a 
minimum of 2 homegrown players and can never have more than 
11 non-homegrown  players on the field. 

All Men’s Senior football teams must start with a minimum of 1 
homegrown player and can never have more than 12 non 
homegrown  players on the field. 

 From 2021, all Men’s football teams at Junior, Intermediate and 
Senior teams must start with a minimum of 2 homegrown players 
and can never have more than 11 non-homegrown players on the 
field. 

 All Men’s hurling teams at Junior, Intermediate and Senior teams 
must start with a minimum of 2 homegrown players and can never 
have more than 11 non-homegrown players on the field. 

All Ladies football teams at Junior, Intermediate and Senior must 
start with a minimum of 4 homegrown players and can never 
have more than 11 non-Homegrown players on the field. 

 

To be amended to 

Regulation 5. HOMEGROWN PLAYERS: 

All Men’s Junior and Intermediate football teams must start with a 
minimum of 2 homegrown born players and can never have more 
than 11 non-homegrown born players on the field. 

All Men’s Senior football teams must start with a minimum of 1 
homegrown player and can never have more than 12 non 
homegrown born players on the field. 

 From 2021, all Men’s football teams at Junior, Intermediate and 
Senior teams must start with a minimum of 2 homegrown players 
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and can never have more than 11 non-homegrown players on the 
field. 

 All Men’s hurling teams at Junior, Intermediate and Senior teams 
must start with a minimum of 2 homegrown players and can never 
have more than 11 non-homegrown players on the field. 

All Ladies football teams at Junior, Intermediate and Senior must 
start with a minimum of 4 homegrown players and can never 
have more than 11 non-Homegrown players on the field. 

All Intermediate Camogie teams must start with a minimum of 8 
homegrown players and can never have more than 5 non-
homegrown players on the field. 

 
 
14. SUBMITTED BY DELCO GAELS 
 

1. AFFILIATION AND REGISTRATIONS (ii) PLAYER 
1. Player Classifications: Homegrown: 
A Homegrown Player is a player that was never eligible to 
participate in minor grade or adult grade with a club in Ireland 
or Britain. 
Players who have played with a college team, but not a club 
team in either Ireland or Britain are exempt. “Homegrown” will 
replace all usages of the terms Americanborn and Non-Irish born. 
Resident Player: A Resident Player is any player that is either: 
a) A Homegrown Player, or 
b) Has Registered on-or-before April 30th. 
Non-Resident Player: A Non-Resident Player is any player that 
registered after April 30th, with the exception of Homegrown 
Players who are always Resident Players. 
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(Motion to amend and to read as follows:) 
1. AFFILIATION AND REGISTRATIONS (ii) PLAYER 

Player Classifications: Homegrown: 
A Homegrown Player is a player that was never eligible to 
participate in minor grade or adult grade with a club in 
Ireland or Britain. 
Players who have played with a college team, but not a 
club team in either Ireland or Britain are exempt. 
 
 “Homegrown” will replace all usages of the terms 
Americanborn and Non-Irish born.  
Resident Player: A Resident Player is any player that is 
either: 
a) A Homegrown Player, or 
b) Has Registered on-or-before April 30th. 
Non-Resident Player: A Non-Resident Player is any player 
that registered after April 30th, with the exception of 
Homegrown Players who are always Resident Players. 
 
Youth Player: A USGAA youth player that is eligible to play 
in adult competition but must be registered with their local 
youth club under the USGAA Youth Committee registration 
system. 
Youth Players must compete with their youth club if there is 
a conflict between competition scheduling. Youth Players 
must be in registered in accordance with Official Guide, 
Part 1: 
i. Section 6.17: a player shall have celebrated his 17th 
birthday prior to January 1st of the Championship Year in 
order to play on an adult men’s team. 
ii. Section 15 of the LGFA Rules, girls cannot play with adult 
clubs until they reach the age of 16. 
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15. SUBMITTED BY DELCO GAELS 
 

1. AFFILIATION AND REGISTRATIONS (ii) PLAYER 
1. Player Classifications: Homegrown: 
A Homegrown Player is a player that was never eligible to 
participate in minor grade or adult grade with a club in Ireland 
or Britain. 
Players who have played with a college team, but not a club 
team in either Ireland or Britain are exempt. “Homegrown” will 
replace all usages of the terms American born and Non-Irish 
born. 
 
(Motion to amend and to read as follows): 

 
1. AFFILIATION AND REGISTRATIONS (ii) PLAYER 

1. Player Classifications: Homegrown: 
A Homegrown Player is a player that has been developed 
through the USGAA Youth program four or more years 
since their twelfth birthday and participated in no more than 
10 minor grade or adult grade games with a club in Ireland 
or Britain. 
 
Players who have played with a college team, but not a 
club team in either Ireland or Britain are exempt. 
“Homegrown” will replace all usages of the terms American 
born and Non-Irish born. 
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16. SUBMITTED BY USGAA 
 

Current:  
4. (b)(v) All Homegrown players from Boston, Chicago, San Francisco and 
Philadelphia, who have previously or are currently registered in the USGAA 
Youth and are eligible to play on a 100% American team may also play at a 
higher grade level with another club in that division.  

 
Proposed Change:  
(b)(v) All Homegrown players from Boston, Chicago, San Francisco and 
Philadelphia, who have previously or are currently registered in the USGAA 
Youth and are eligible to play on a 100% American team may also play at a 
higher grade level with another club in that division.  
 
These players must be Registered within the registration system for both their 
First Club and Higher Grade Club by April 30th. 

 
 
17.  SUBMITTED BY YOUNG IRELANDS PHILADELPHIA  
 
 

Current:  
4. (b)(v) All Homegrown players from Boston, Chicago, San Francisco and 
Philadelphia, who have previously or are currently registered in the USGAA 
Youth and are eligible to play on a 100% American team may also play at a 
higher grade level with another club in that division.  

 
Proposed Change:  
4. (b)(v) All Homegrown players from Boston, Chicago, San Francisco and 
Philadelphia, who have previously or are currently registered in the USGAA 
Youth and are eligible to play on a 100% American team may also play at a 
higher grade level with another club in that division. These players must be 
named and registered, by April 30th, within the registration system. 
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MISCELLANEOUS:  
 
18. Submitted by Los Angeles Cougars GAA  

 
Proposal to modify USGAA Bye-Law REGISTRATION (NEW ITEM)  
  
Proposed Rule:  
  

USGAA Supplemental Insurance Transparency: Every two years, 
the USGAA will issue a public Request For Proposal (“RFP”) for 
supplemental accident insurance to at least four Insurance 
providers.   
  
USGAA Treasurer will review each response and select two 
finalists for a final review and majority decision selection by the 
USGAA Board. These finalist proposals will be available to any 
Club Officer upon their request.   
  
No chosen provider must be a current or former employer or 
partnered in any way with any USGAA officer unless declared 
and noted in the minutes of any USGAA board meeting. This 
USGAA board officer must then abstain from all votes related to 
provider selection.   
  
Upon any Divisional request, the USGAA must share the entire 
insurance policy active at the time of request and disclose the 
following details if also requested by a Division:   
  
1) Contract term length with current provider  
2) Total annual cost of insurance coverage to USGAA   
3) Total number of claims made so far that year  
4) Total USD amount paid out in member claims so far that year  
5) Total number of denied claims with high level description of the 
top five reasons why  
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6) Details related to the timing of the next RFP  
7) Copies of the most recent RFP including the list of recipients 
and received proposals  
8) Reasoning why a particular insurance provider was selected  

 
 
19. Submitted by Los Angeles Cougars GAA  

 
Previously ruled Out of Order by Motions Review Committee  

 
20. SUBMITTED BY ST PATRICKS DONEGAL 
 

Current wording from 2022 Bye Laws of the US Gaelic Athletic 
Association USGAA 

17. NUMBERS ON TEAMS: All Men’s teams, regardless of code 
or grade, shall consist of 13 players. 

Proposed wording: 
17. a) Number on Senior Men’s Football Team shall consist of 15 
players. 
b) All other Men’s Football Teams – Intermediate and Junior – 
shall consist of 13 players. 

 
 

21. SUBMITTED BY DELCO GAELS 
 
USGAA SANCTIONED GAME BYELAWS 

16. SUBSTITUTES: In USGAA games, 5 substitutes shall be 
allowed in Hurling and 6 Substitutes in Football (as per 2021 OG 
2.4(i)), with the exception of Ladies Intermediate and Junior (A & 
B) Football, where unlimited substitutions are allowed at the 
USGAA Finals. 
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(Motion to amend and to read as follows): 
 
16. SUBSTITUTES: In USGAA games, 5 substitutes shall be 
allowed in Hurling and 6 Substitutes in Football (as per 2021 OG 
2.4(i)), with the exception of Ladies Intermediate and Junior (A & 
B) Football and Men Junior C and Junior D Football, where 
unlimited substitutions are allowed at the USGAA Finals. 

 
 
22. SUBMITTED BY DELCO GAELS 
 

USGAA CLUB GAMES, TOURNAMENTS & JURISDICTION 
 
(Bye law to add and to read as follows): 
 
24. Youth Player at adult game or practice: Any underage player at an 
adult game or practice must have a coach on site with an Award 1 
certificate and a valid background check on file with the USGAAYC. 
 
An assistant coach on site must have a Foundation Award certificate 
and a valid background check on file with the USGAAYC. All 
background checks must be completed through the USGAAYC website. 
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SANCTIONS, RESIDENT AND HOMEGROWN QUOTAS: 
 
23. Submitted by Los Angeles Cougars GAA  

 
Proposal to modify USGAA Bye-Law 4. SANCTIONS (B)(v) JUNIOR C  
  
Current Wording:  
  

(v)  
JUNIOR‘C’ – Each team will have no less than 10 Homegrown 
players on the field at all times. No Sanctioned players are 
allowed to participate in any Junior “C” or lower level 
competitions; only Homegrown and resident Irish-born players 
are eligible to play.  
 
Teams from Boston, Chicago, San Francisco and Philadelphia are 
restricted to playing only Homegrown players in competitions 
at these levels. All Homegrown players from Boston, Chicago, 
San Francisco and Philadelphia, who have previously or are 
currently registered in the USGAA Youth and are eligible to play 
on a 100% American team may also play at a higher grade level 
with another club in that division.  

 
Proposed Wording:  
  

(v)  
JUNIOR ‘C’ – Each team will have no less than 6 Homegrown 
players on the field at all times. No Sanctioned players are 
allowed to participate in  
any Junior “C” or lower level competitions; only Homegrown and 
resident Irish-born players are eligible to play.  
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Teams from Boston, Chicago, San Francisco and Philadelphia are 
restricted to playing only Homegrown players in competitions at 
these levels. All Homegrown players from Boston, Chicago, San 
Francisco and Philadelphia, who have previously or are currently 
registered in the USGAA Youth and are eligible to play on a 
100% American team may also play at a higher grade level with 
another club in that division.  

 
 
24.  SUBMITTED BY ST PATRICKS DONEGAL 

 
Current wording from 2022 Regulations of the US Gaelic Athletic 
Association USGAA 

4. SANCTIONS 
(a) A Player on a sanction to an exclusively Football Club can be 
allowed play for an exclusively Hurling Club, and vice- versa, 
once the grade in the other code has been established through 
the USGAA and Croke Park, and their sanction form lists both 
Football and Hurling clubs. 
 
(b) MENS FOOTBALL 

(i) SENIOR.- Each team shall have no more than 5 NON-
RESIDENT PLAYERS on the field at any one time. 
(ii) INTERMEDIATE – Each team shall have no more than 5 
NON-RESIDENT PLAYERS on the field at any one time 
(iii) JUNIOR ‘A’- Each team shall have no more than 3 
NON-RESIDENT PLAYERS on the field at any one time 
(iv) JUNIOR ‘B’ – Each team shall have no more than 3 
NON-RESIDENT PLAYERS on the field at any one time 
(v) JUNIOR ‘C’ – Each team will have no less than 10 
Homegrown players on the field at all times. 
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No Sanctioned players are allowed to participate in any 
Junior “C” or lower level competitions; only Homegrown 
and resident Irish-born players are eligible to play. 
Teams from Boston, Chicago, San Francisco and 
Philadelphia are restricted to playing only Homegrown 
players in competitions at these levels. 
 
All Homegrown players from Boston, Chicago, San 
Francisco and Philadelphia, who have previously or are 
currently registered in the USGAA Youth and are eligible to 
play on a 100% American team may also play at a higher 
grade level with another club in that division. 

 
(vi) JUNIOR ‘D’ – Each team shall have no more than 2 
RESIDENT IRISH BORN players at any one time. 
 
NOTE: All requirements are to be maintained, inclusive of 
players being ordered off during the course of a game in all 
grades and in all codes. 

 
 
 

Proposed wording: Add Section vii : 
 
 

(vii) All Homegrown players, from Boston, Chicago, San 
Francisco and Philadelphia, playing at Junior Level who 
have previously or are currently registered in the USGAA 
Youth may also play at a higher grade level with another 
club in that division and retain their Junior Status. Players 
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who avail of this rule must play with their club of 
registration in the event of a conflict of games 

 
NOTE: All requirements are to be maintained, 
inclusive of players being ordered off during the 
course of a game in all grades and in all codes. 

 
25.  SUBMITTED BY NA LAOCHRA PITTSBURGH 
 

Motion 1: Na Laochra Camogie Club (Midwest) proposes to modify 
2022 Regulations of the USGAA Section Part 4.e.iii 

Current Wording 

4. Sanctions 

(e) Camogie 

(i) SENIOR - Each team will be limited to no more than 5 NON-
RESIDENT PLAYERS on the field at any one time 

(ii) INTERMEDIATE – Each team will be allowed to play 3 NON-
RESIDENT PLAYERS on the field at one time.  

(iii). JUNIOR – Each team will have no fewer than 10 
Homegrown Players on the field at all times. Only Homegrown 
and resident Irish-born players are eligible to play. No 
sanctioned players are allowed to participate in any Junior level 
competitions.  

(iv) Sanctions shall not be registered later than July 1st.  

(v) The minimum age for any player shall be 15 years old on 
January 1st of the playing year. 
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NOTES: 

All requirements are to be maintained, inclusive of players being 
ordered off during the course of a game in all grades and in all 
codes. 

All camogie players shall wear a helmet for all games. 

 Proposed Wording 

4. Sanctions 

Amend Section iii and add Section iv, the remainder of the 
Rule remains unchanged 

(iii) JUNIOR A –Each team will have no fewer than 10 
Homegrown Players on the field at all times. Only 
Homegrown and no more than 3 resident Irish-born players 
are eligible to play. No sanctioned players are allowed to 
participate in any junior level competitions. 

(iv) JUNIOR B- Each team will have no fewer than 11 
Homegrown players on the field at all times. Only 
Homegrown and no more than 2 resident Irish-born players 
are eligible to play. No sanctioned players are allowed to 
participate in any junior level competitions. 

 Junior B Camogie will be considered a development grade; 

Teams to be established 3 years or less 

 A Team that wins the Junior B competition at the USGAA 
Finals is required to compete at a higher grade the 
following year 
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26.  SUBMITTED BY NA TORAIDHE 

4.SANCTIONS 

(e) CAMOGIE: 

(i) SENIOR - Each team will be limited to no more than 5 
NON-RESIDENT PLAYERS on the field at any one time 

(ii) INTERMEDIATE – Each team will be allowed to play 3 
NON-RESIDENT PLAYERS on the field at one time. 

(iii) JUNIOR – Each team will have no fewer than 10 
Homegrown Players on the field at all times. Only 
Homegrown and resident Irish-born players are eligible to 
play. No sanctioned players are allowed to participate in 
any Junior level competitions. 

 

To be amended: 

4. SANCTIONS 

e. CAMOGIE 

(i) SENIOR - Each team will be limited to no more than 
5 NON-RESIDENT PLAYERS on the field at any one 
time 

(ii) INTERMEDIATE – Each team will be allowed to 
play 3 NON-RESIDENT PLAYERS on the field at one 
time. 

(iii) JUNIOR A : Each team shall have a Minimum 8 
Homegrown Players on the field at all times. 3 NON-
RESIDENT PLAYERS on the field at one time. 

(iv) JUNIOR B - Each team will have no fewer than 10 
Homegrown Players on the field at all times. Only 
Homegrown and resident Irish-born players are 
eligible to play. No sanctioned players are allowed to 
participate in Junior B level competitions. 
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(v) JUNIOR C - Each team will have no fewer than 10 
Homegrown Players on the field at all times. Only 
Homegrown and resident Irish-born players are 
eligible to play. No sanctioned players are allowed to 
participate in Junior B level competitions.(iii) JUNIOR 
A – Each team will have no fewer than 8  

Remainder stays unchanged 

 
27. SUBMITTED BY DELCO GAELS 
 

4. SANCTIONS 
(b) MENS 

(i) SENIOR - Each team shall have no more than 5 
(ii) INTERMEDIATE – Each team shall have no more than 5 
NON-RESIDENT PLAYERS on the field at any 
one time 
(iii) JUNIOR ‘A’- Each team shall have no more than 3 
NON-RESIDENT PLAYERS on the field at any one time 
(iv) JUNIOR ‘B’ – Each team shall have no more than3 
NON-RESIDENT PLAYERS on the field at any one time 
Each team will have no more than 3 NON-RESIDENT 
PLAYERS on the field at any one time. 
 
 
(v) JUNIOR ‘C’ – Each team will have no less than 10 
Homegrown players on the field at all times. 
No Sanctioned players are allowed to participate in any 
Junior “C” or lower level competitions; only Homegrown 
and resident Irish-born players are eligible to play. 
Teams from Boston, Chicago, San Francisco and 
Philadelphia are restricted to playing only Homegrown 
players in competitions at these levels. 
All Homegrown players from Boston, Chicago, San 
Francisco and Philadelphia, who have previously or are 
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currently registered in the USGAA Youth and are eligible to 
play on a 100% American team may also play at a higher 
grade level with another club in that division.  
(vi) JUNIOR ‘D’ – Each team shall have no more than 2 
RESIDENT IRISH BORN players at any one time. 
 
NOTE: All requirements are to be maintained, inclusive of 
players being ordered off during the course of a game in all 
grades and in all codes. 

 
(Motion to amend and to read as follows): 
 

(b) MENS 
(i) SENIOR - Each team shall have no more than 5 NON-
RESIDENT PLAYERS on the field at any one time. 
(ii) INTERMEDIATE – Each team shall have no more than 4 
NON-RESIDENT PLAYERS on the field at any 
one time. 
(iii) JUNIOR ‘A’- Each team shall have no more than 3 
NON-RESIDENT PLAYERS on the field at any one time. 
 FOOTBALL 
FOOTBALL 
NON-RESIDENT PLAYERS on the field at any one time. 
 
 (iv) JUNIOR ‘B’ – Each team will have no more than 2 
NON-RESIDENT PLAYERS on the field at any one time. 
(v) JUNIOR ‘C’ – Each team will have no less than 10 
Homegrown players on the field at all times. 
 
No Sanctioned players are allowed to participate in any 
Junior “C” or lower level competitions; only Homegrown 
and resident Irish-born players are eligible to play. 
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Teams from Boston, Chicago, San Francisco and 
Philadelphia are restricted to playing only Homegrown 
players in competitions at these levels. 
 
All Homegrown players from Boston, Chicago, San 
Francisco and Philadelphia, who have previously or are 
currently registered in the USGAA Youth and are eligible to 
play on a 100% American team may also play at a higher 
grade level with another club in that division. 
 
(vi) JUNIOR ‘D’ – Each team shall have no more than 2 
RESIDENT IRISH BORN players at any one time. 
 
NOTE: All requirements are to be maintained, inclusive of 
players being ordered off during the course of a game in all 
grades and in all codes. 

  

28. SUBMITTED BY SETANTA SAN DIEGO 

Sanctions 4(b)  
 

(v) 3. JUNIOR ‘C’ – Each team will have no less than 10 
Homegrown players on the field at all times.  
 
The sole exception to this rule will be for teams competing at 
Junior ‘C’ grade at USGAA Finals whose club also has another 
team competing at a higher grade level at USGAA finals, and 
who are not from Boston, Chicago, San Francisco, or 
Philadelphia.  
 
These teams will have no less than 5 Homegrown players on the 
field at all times at USGAA finals. No Sanctioned players are 
allowed to participate in any Junior ‘C’ or lower-level 
competitions; only Homegrown and resident Irish-born players 
are eligible to play.  
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Teams from Boston, Chicago, San Francisco, and Philadelphia 
are restricted to playing only Homegrown players in all 
competitions at these levels. All Homegrown players from Boston, 
Chicago, San Francisco, and Philadelphia, who have previously 
or are currently registered in the USGAA Youth and are eligible 
to play on a 100% American team may also play at a higher 
grade level with another club in that division. 

 

29. SUBMITTED BY SETANTA SAN DIEGO 

 
1. USGAA Regulations 2. Sanctions 4(b)  
(v) JUNIOR ‘C’ – Each team will have no less than 5 Homegrown 
players on the field at all times.  
 
No Sanctioned players are allowed to participate in any Junior “C” or 
lower level competitions; only Homegrown and resident Irish-born 
players are eligible to play.  
 
Teams from Boston, Chicago, San Francisco and Philadelphia are 
restricted to playing only Homegrown players in competitions at these 
levels. All Homegrown players from Boston, Chicago, San Francisco 
and Philadelphia, who have previously or are currently registered in 
the USGAA Youth and are eligible to play on a 100% American team 
may also play at a higher grade level with another club in that division 
 

30.  SUBMITTED BY USGAA 
 

Modify Regulation 6 (a) to read. 
EXCLUSIVELY JUNIOR DIVISIONS:  
Senior players, residing full time in an exclusively Junior Division, must 
apply to the USGAA for re-grading no later than July 1st. 

 



           
 

USGAA National Convention 2022 – November 11th-13th 2022 – www.usgaa.org 
 

201 

 
31.  SUBMITTED BY USGAA 

 
Modify Regulation 16. SUBSTITUTES to read: 
 
In USGAA games, for Mens Football and Hurling, substitutes shall be 
as per 2021 GAA OG 2.4(i).  
 
Ladies Football will be as per Ladies Official Guide, with the exception 
of Ladies Intermediate and Junior Football, where unlimited 
substitutions are allowed at the USGAA Finals. 
 
Camogie will be as per Camogie Official Guide. 
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Officer Nominations for 2023 
 
CHAIRPERSON 

● Bernie Connaughton   Shannon Blues  Northeast Division 

 

VICE CHAIRPERSON 

● Paul Keane      St Joseph's    Western Division 

● John Young    Pittsburgh Celtics  Midwest Division 

 

SECRETARY 

● Liam Moloney    Sean Treacys  Western Division 

● Robert Tierney    Pittsburgh Celtics  Midwest Division 

 

TREASURER 

● Tom Walsh    Denver Gaels   Southwest Division 

 

REGISTRAR  

● Susan Pierce    Indianapolis   Heartland Division 

● Lizzie O’Connor   Michael Cusacks  Central Division 
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PRO  

● Caoimhe Butler    Young Irelands   Philadelphia Division 

● Kevin McVeagh    Padraig Pearses   Central Division 

● Eoghan Geoghegan   LA Cougars   Southwest Division 

 

YOUTH OFFICER 

● John McDaid    Delco Gaels  Philadelphia Division 

● Gareth Fitzsimons   Parnells    Central Division 

● Martin Redmond   Windy City Gaels  Central Division 

 

CENTRAL COUNCIL DELEGATE  

● Gerard Dillon    Delco Gaels   Philadelphia Division 

● Paul Mulcaire    Buffalo Na Fianna  Midwest Division 

● Stephen Feeney    Padraig Pearses   Central Division 

 

HONORARY PRESIDENT 

• Malachy Higgins   Naomh Padraig   Western Division 
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Jr. All-Ireland Proposals 

Introduction  

At present the Jr. Football All-Ireland takes place annually in Ireland. In 2022 
Kilkenny, London, New York, and, Warwickshire competed with Kilkenny 
winning the tournament with a victory over New York.  

There is an opportunity for USGAA to compete in the tournament in 2024.  

As of writing, all USGAA homegrown players, whether they played Senior, 
Intermediate, or, Junior, are entitled, if selected, to enter as the USGAA county is 
seen as a Jr. County for the purposes of the tournament.  

It is the hope and expectation of this committee and the USGAA Board that all 
codes will have an opportunity to enter All-Ireland Finals.  

A committee was formed to look at potential proposals to select Junior county 
teams in each code capable of representing the USGAA at the Jr All-Ireland 
Competition(s) in Ireland.  

Following are three proposals.  

Le meas  

Robert Tierney (GDO) 
Ger Dillon (Philadelphia)  
Martin Kerr (Northeast)  
Ollie McElhone (Western)  
Steve Brennan (Southeast)  
Padraig Cremin (Southwest)  
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Proposal 1: The USGAA All Stars model 
Project format:  All-Star weekend leading to selection of county teams 
 

Phase 1 – USGAA All-Stars 
Timing:  The inaugural competition would take place over Labor Day weekend 2023  

2nd/3rd September (or before end of September) in Chicago due to its airport access. 
 

Player selection: The players would be nominated to an All-Star team by their respective Divisions 
(thus creating divisional buy-in). 

 
Team selection: To make the process/teams more logistically viable, team would be designated as follows: 

 Team 1: Northeast Division 
 Team 2: Philadelphia, Mid Atlantic and Southeast Divisions 
 Team 3: Central, Midwest and Heartland Divisions 
 Team 4: Northwest, Western and Southwest Divisions 

 
Panel size:  A panel of 22 players, manager, assistant manager, and, a coach, would be selected. 
 
Management team: 3-person management team selected by the Division(s) 

 Team 1:   2022 NE Jr. Championship manager and 2 assistants 
 Teams 2-4:  Each division would send 1 manager 

 
Training/prep:  The model allows the possibility of a training session ahead of an All-Star weekend. 
 
Competition format: 4games: 2 @ semi’s, 1 @ final, 1 @ shield teams. 15-a-side (in line with Jr. A-I format) 

Alternative: Shorten games and play round-robin to 1v4, 2v3, Final, Shield 
 
Note: All players must play at least 1 whole half per game 

 
Frequency:  Annual competition seen as a finale to the ‘traditional’ season. 
 

The USGAA All-Star event fulfills an aim of Games Development providing players with a pathway to 
excellence. 
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Phase 2 – Choosing The County Team 
 
Timing:  2022 Junior All-Ireland was on weekend 8th-10th July. 2024 likely to be the same timing 
 
Player selection: Management team would be required to watch all All-Stars games and playoff finals in  

order to make their decision for the final selection of players. 
 
Team selection: Panel is made up of: 

 Players who compete in the All-Star weekend (22) 
 Players that reveal themselves during the USGAA playoffs (3) 
 
Only players who have passports/can get passports, can travel internationally, and, commit 
to at least 2 training sessions ahead of the Irish trip will be chosen to represent USGAA. 
 

Panel size:  22-25 players 
 
Management team: The 3-person management team would be by appointment by the USGAA Board 
 
Training/prep:  2 county team training weekends occurring in May & June will be arranged. 
   Potential format for weekend would be 2 games against local quality Jr or Sr. teams as  

well as tactic meetings, etc. 
 
Note: Blackout dates should be considered by county/divisional board for this weekend 

 
Competition format: In 2022 it was 2 @ semi-finals and a final. The event is expected to grow with more  

teams being added in the coming years. 
 
Frequency:  Annual tournament with USGAA competing each year. 
 
The USGAA County Team fulfills an aim of Games Development providing players with a pathway to excellence. 
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Proposal 2: The County Camp model 
Project format: Divisional selection leading to County camp 
 
Timing:  Phase 1: Selecting the panel for tryouts/camp - throughout the season 
   Phase 2: Selecting the team happens in Denver during the playoffs 
 
Player selection: Each division appoints two representatives/coaches to observe any players within  

division they believe are capable of making the team 
 
Coaches from divisions in close proximity can arrange visits to attend games in which  
prospective players are participating 
 
Divisional representatives from all 10 Divisions hold regular meetings during season  
(2023) giving updates on players and making final selection/suggestions for camp 

 
Team Selection: In year 1 (2023) a squad of 40 players are brought into Denver for two days in week  

leading up to finals at which a camp is held that includes training/drills and games  
against quality opposition. 
 
Each player should get at least 1 full half of play. 
 
Players are selected based on performance during the county camp and playoffs. 
 
In year 2 there is an expectation that 80-90% of the players will most likely remain on  
the team (not automatically – but just by the nature of things). Therefore, the Team  
selection process can happen at a later date than playoffs 

 
Panel Size:  A final panel of 25/30 players are selected at the playoffs 
 
Management Team: Management team is selected by USGAA by interview process 
 
Training/ Prep: During Fall 2023 and Spring 2024 a number of team meetings happen for training camp  

and games against quality opposition 
 
Competition Format: In 2022 it was 2 @ semi-finals and a final. The event is expected to grow with more  

teams being added in the coming years. 
 
Frequency:  Annual tournament with USGAA competing each year. 
 
Note: Concerns exist on the timing as a camp before playoffs may create burnout given players play in county 
finals within days 
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Proposal 3: The County Camp with Pre-qualifying Regionals model 
Project format: Regional Tournaments leading to County camp 
 
Timing:  Phase 1: Selecting the panel for tryouts/camp - throughout the season 
   Phase 2: Selecting the team happens in Denver during the playoffs 
 
Player Selection: County is divided into 3 regions as follows: 

1. Eastern Region: Philadelphia, Northeast, Southeast, Mid Atlantic 
2. Central Region: Midwest, Heartland, Central 
3. Western: Southwest, Western, Northwest 

 
Three tournaments are held on the weekend in each Region. 
 
Dates and locations of Tournaments will be in place/agreed upon by divisional boards. 
 
Each Region has the autonomy to hold their tournaments when it makes sense for them. 
 
Divisions have the option to submit a stand-alone team, and appoint their own selectors 
or 
Divisions have the option to amalgamate with another division from the same region,  
and appoint their own team selectors. 

 
Note: Blackout dates put in place to ensure all nominated players are available. 

 
Team Selection: After the final round of Regional games, a panel of up to 30 players should be selected  

from each Region by the coaches involved in that regions tournaments. 
 
In 2023 a squad of 40 players are brought to Denver for two days in week of USGAA  
Playoffs at which a camp is held that includes training & games against quality opposition. 
 
Each player should get at least 1 full half of play. 
 
Players are selected based on performance during the county camp and playoffs. 
 
In year 2 there is an expectation that 80-90% of the players will most likely remain on  
the team (not automatically – but just by the nature of things). Therefore, the Team  
selection process can happen at a later date than playoffs 
 
An alternative would be for USGAA to appoint an independent selection committee to  
travel into tournaments in order to create a more refined shortlist of players. 

 
Panel Size:  A final panel of 25/30 players are selected by interview process 
 
Management Team: Management team is selected by USGAA 
 
Team/Prep:  During Fall 2023 and Spring 2024 a number of team meetings happen for training camp  

and games against quality opposition 
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Appendix 1 
 

Insurance Overview 
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SHOULD ANY OF THE ABOVE DESCRIBED POLICIES BE CANCELLED BEFORE
THE EXPIRATION DATE THEREOF, NOTICE WILL BE DELIVERED IN
ACCORDANCE WITH THE POLICY PROVISIONS.

INSURER(S) AFFORDING COVERAGE

INSURER F :

INSURER E :

INSURER D :

INSURER C :

INSURER B :

INSURER A :

NAIC #

NAME:
CONTACT

(A/C, No):
FAX

E-MAIL
ADDRESS:

PRODUCER

(A/C, No, Ext):
PHONE

INSURED

REVISION NUMBER:CERTIFICATE NUMBER:COVERAGES

IMPORTANT:  If the certificate holder is an ADDITIONAL INSURED, the policy(ies) must have ADDITIONAL INSURED provisions or be endorsed.
If SUBROGATION IS WAIVED, subject to the terms and conditions of the policy, certain policies may require an endorsement.  A statement on
this certificate does not confer rights to the certificate holder in lieu of such endorsement(s).

THIS CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED AS A MATTER OF INFORMATION ONLY AND CONFERS NO RIGHTS UPON THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER. THIS
CERTIFICATE DOES NOT AFFIRMATIVELY OR NEGATIVELY AMEND, EXTEND OR ALTER THE COVERAGE AFFORDED BY THE POLICIES
BELOW.  THIS CERTIFICATE OF INSURANCE DOES NOT CONSTITUTE A CONTRACT BETWEEN THE ISSUING INSURER(S), AUTHORIZED
REPRESENTATIVE OR PRODUCER, AND THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER.

OTHER:

(Per accident)

(Ea accident)

$

$

N / A

SUBR
WVD

ADDL
INSD

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT THE POLICIES OF INSURANCE LISTED BELOW HAVE BEEN ISSUED TO THE INSURED NAMED ABOVE FOR THE POLICY PERIOD
INDICATED.  NOTWITHSTANDING ANY REQUIREMENT, TERM OR CONDITION OF ANY CONTRACT OR OTHER DOCUMENT WITH RESPECT TO WHICH THIS
CERTIFICATE MAY BE ISSUED OR MAY PERTAIN, THE INSURANCE AFFORDED BY THE POLICIES DESCRIBED HEREIN IS SUBJECT TO ALL THE TERMS,
EXCLUSIONS AND CONDITIONS OF SUCH POLICIES. LIMITS SHOWN MAY HAVE BEEN REDUCED BY PAID CLAIMS.

$

$

$

$PROPERTY DAMAGE
BODILY INJURY (Per accident)

BODILY INJURY (Per person)

COMBINED SINGLE LIMIT

AUTOS ONLY

AUTOSAUTOS ONLY
NON-OWNED

SCHEDULEDOWNED
ANY AUTO

AUTOMOBILE LIABILITY

Y / N
WORKERS COMPENSATION
AND EMPLOYERS' LIABILITY

OFFICER/MEMBER EXCLUDED?
(Mandatory in NH)

DESCRIPTION OF OPERATIONS below
If yes, describe under

ANY PROPRIETOR/PARTNER/EXECUTIVE

$

$

$

E.L. DISEASE - POLICY LIMIT

E.L. DISEASE - EA EMPLOYEE

E.L. EACH ACCIDENT

ER
OTH-

STATUTE
PER

LIMITS(MM/DD/YYYY)
POLICY EXP

(MM/DD/YYYY)
POLICY EFF

POLICY NUMBERTYPE OF INSURANCELTR
INSR

DESCRIPTION OF OPERATIONS / LOCATIONS / VEHICLES  (ACORD 101, Additional Remarks Schedule, may be attached if more space is required)

EXCESS LIAB

UMBRELLA LIAB $EACH OCCURRENCE

$AGGREGATE

$

OCCUR

CLAIMS-MADE

DED RETENTION $

$PRODUCTS - COMP/OP AGG

$GENERAL AGGREGATE

$PERSONAL & ADV INJURY

$MED EXP (Any one person)

$EACH OCCURRENCE
DAMAGE TO RENTED

$PREMISES (Ea occurrence)

COMMERCIAL GENERAL LIABILITY

CLAIMS-MADE OCCUR

GEN'L AGGREGATE LIMIT APPLIES PER:

POLICY PRO-
JECT LOC

CERTIFICATE OF LIABILITY INSURANCE
DATE (MM/DD/YYYY)

CANCELLATION

AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE

ACORD 25 (2016/03)
© 1988-2015 ACORD CORPORATION.  All rights reserved.

CERTIFICATE HOLDER

The ACORD name and logo are registered marks of ACORD

HIRED
AUTOS ONLY

✘

✘
✘

✘
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