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2023 USGAA Convention Agenda  
 
 

Friday, November 10th, 2023 

Evening Session 

●     8:00 pm-10:00pm:     
o         Presentation of Reports: 

▪      Youth Officer 
▪      PRO 
▪       Registrar 

o         Old Business 

  

●     10:00 pm: Adjournment 
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Saturday, November 11th, 2023: Morning Session 

●     8:00-900am  Registration of Delegates  
●     9:00am         Welcome Addresses: 

      Bertie Penny  Western Chair 
 Niall Erskine World GAA Chair 
 Tim Murphy    Munster GAA Vice-Chair 
 Michael Smith Consul General of Ireland 
 Bernie Connaughton USGAA Chair   

  
●     9:15 am         Adoption of Standing Orders  
●     9:20 am Minutes of 2022 Convention 
●     9:30 am Presentation of Reports  

o     Central Council 
o     Referee Administrator 
o     Games Development 
o     Treasurer  
o     Secretary  
o     Chairperson  

●  2023 USGAA Club of the Year  
●       Any Other Business  
●     12:00pm  Lunch 
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Saturday, November 11th, 2023: Afternoon Session 

 
 
●     1:00pm Resumption of Convention  
●          Roll Call 
●     1:45pm  Review of USGAA Regulations and Bye-laws  
●     2:15pm    Motions  
●        Election of Convention Chairperson/Secretary  
●  Election of Officers for 2024 
●    New Business 
●     5:00pm  Adjourn Convention  
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Nov 13th: 

●    9:00am–1:00pm          USGAA Youth Convention 
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USGAA Convention Standing Orders 
In order to carry out the proceedings of the Convention without delay the following 
Standing Orders will be observed.  

1. The Proposer of a motion or an amendment thereto may speak for 2 minutes, but not 
longer than 2 minutes.  

2. A Delegate speaking to a motion or an amendment must not exceed 1 minute. A 
maximum of 2 delegates from one club may speak on a motion.  

3. The Proposer of a motion or an amendment may speak a second time for 1 minute 
before a vote is taken, but no other delegate may speak a second time on the same motion 
or amendment.  

4. The Chair may at any time he considers a matter has been sufficiently discussed call on 
the Proposer for a reply, and when that has been given, a vote must be taken.  

5. A Delegate may, with the consent of the Chair, move “that the question be now put,” 
after which when the Proposer has spoken, a vote must be taken.  

6. No motion, other than that properly before Convention, shall be considered.  

7. Suspension of Standing Orders may only take place with the consent of two thirds of 
those present and voting. 

8. Any motion seeking to amend or change a Bylaw must have a majority equal to three 
fifths of those present and voting. A simple majority of those present and voting is 
necessary to alter a Regulation.  

9. The Chair of each Divisional Board shall be entitled to one vote. Each affiliated and 
registered Club present shall be entitled to two (2) votes even if only represented by one 
delegate.  

10. The Chair may change the order of the items on the agenda with the consent of a 
majority of those present and entitled to vote. 
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Minutes of 2022 USGAA Annual Convention 

 
November 10-12, 2022 
Gaelic Park, Chicago. 
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Friday 11th November 
Bernie Connaughton welcomed delegates to the Friday night portion of 
the Convention. Bernie thanked Chicago for hosting the convention and 
also noted an outstanding job on Hosting the USGAA playoffs and CYC. 
 

Youth Officer Report:  Paul Mulcaire 
Paul offered condolences to Barry Hunt on the loss of his wife. 
Paul thanked the board and volunteers. 
Stated there is a need for an online registration system, envisioned 
this for early April/May 2023. 
Background checks were done on 350 plus coaches.  
Stated the return of the CYC was very important. He thanked Colm 
Egan for CYC U7’s.  
San Francisco, NE and Philadelphia sent teams to the Feile.  
Bernie Connaughton congratulated the NE Feile Team on their win. 

 

Motion to adopt: 
Proposer:  Michael Mowles, Portland 
Seconded:  Symonne Fitzsimons, Central 

 

PRO Report:  Caoimhe Butler 
Four areas of focus:  Newsletter, Tournaments, Social Media, Tik 
Tok Training for PRO’s 
Chicago GAA did well with livestream. 
Continued push for social media engagement in 2023. 
Colm Egan asked if there was a capacity limit for PRO training and 
Caoimhe stated there was not. 
Frankie Moloney stated he didn’t get any information on PRO 
training, Caoimhe stated that should be addressed with his 
divisional PRO. 
Bernie Connaughton noted the PRO meetings were poorly attended, 
and there needs to be a push for the Divisional PRO’s to attend. 
 

Proposer:  John Young, Pittsburgh 
Seconded:  Frankie Moloney, NE Fenians 
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Registrar Report:  Tom Lagan 
Tom thanked all divisional and club registrars.  This is Tom’s final 
report of his 5-year term. 
Eoghan Geoghegan LA questioned what percentage of resident 
players are homegrown. 
Bernie Connaughton stressed the importance of registering all 
players for tournaments and games. 
Bernie thanked Tom for his 5 years on the board. 
Niall Erskine stated the World GAA are trying for an international 
recording system. 
Bernie Connaughton stated we need to work to improve the $100 
club fee aspect in the portal. 

 
Old Business: 
Sharon Brady thanked Caoimhe Butler for her help with social media for 
camogie. 
Bernie Connaughton said it should be a goal for all 10 Divisions to have 
a development committee.  He stated sanctions were down 10% which is 
going in the right direction. 
Eoghan Geoghegan stated that he met the LA Hurling Club Chair who 
was not aware of grants. 
Susan Pierce stated for USGAA Finals there needs to be an Emergency 
Management Plan. 
Bernie Connaughton stated going forward USGAA and Host Division will 
share that responsibility 
 
Meeting Adjourned 
 

Saturday 12th November 
 

Registration of club delegates took place from 8:00am 
Bernie Connaughton welcomed everyone to convention 
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In Memoriam 
● Brian Mullan 
● Berry McGrath 
● Gary O’Reilly 
● Nicole Killigrew 
● Mary Beth Bergum 
● John Bridges Sr 
● Martin Mulcaire 

 
Ger Doherty, Vice Chairman Central 

● Welcomed delegates to Gaelic Park 
 
Niall Erskine 

● Welcomed everyone on behalf of World GAA 
 
Kieran Leddy 

● Welcomed everyone on behalf of Munster GAA 
 
Adopt Standing Orders 

Proposed:  John Young 
Seconded:  Rory O’Donnell 
 

Adopt Minutes of 2021 Convention 
Proposed:  Rory O’Donnell 
Seconded:  Rob Tierney 
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Continuation of Presentation of Officer Reports 
 
Central Council Delegate Report:  Paddy McDevitt 

Rules Advisory are working to update the Official Guide. 
Finance is recovering from the pandemic. 
USGAA team for Junior All Ireland was explored. 
GAA donated $100K to Red Cross 
GAA working on programs to promote substance abuse awareness and 
mental health. 
World GAA working on constitution. 
Paddy thanked Niall Erskine 
Colm Egan thanked Paddy for his 5 years and asked to support even-
ages in juvenile.  

 
Games Development Report:  Rob Tierney 

Thanked the development groups.  Stated help and advice are available 
from both Rob and Colm with the game’s development funds. 
Rob thanked all the games development committees. 

 
Proposed:  Michael Mowles 
Seconded:  Susan Pierce 

 
Registrar (follow up):  Tom Lagan 

Thanked all who helped, 6000 players and social members approximately 
were registered 
 
Proposed:  Mike Mowles 
Seconded:  Rory O’Donnell 
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Treasurers Report:  Tom Walsh 
Eoghan Geoghegan asked if the USGAA was actively looking for new 
sponsors, Tom stated they were. 
He also asked if  the USGAA is pursuing grants, Tom stated we are 
working on relationship building. 
Vincent Beach, Cleveland asked for a UPMC sponsorship update, Tom 
stated it would be ongoing from 2021. 
Eoghan Geoghegan asked do we budgets for specifics, Tom stated yes. 
Mike Mowles asked about the cause for some club's exit from 501C3 
group exemption, Tom stated he would have a call to discuss specifics. 
Vincent Beach asked about the youth distribution allocation.  Tom stated 
the registration report is with Youth Officer and money is pro-rated to 
youth clubs. 
Eoghan Geoghegan asked about total assets of USGAA and investment, 
Tom stated we will be looking at options but cautious investment and 
maintenance of a rainy-day fund. 
Rory O’Donnell had a question on 501C3, Tom stated the onus is on the 
club to ensure annual requirements are met. 
Bernie Connaughton stated we have a healthy treasury. 

 
Adopt Treasurer’s Report: 
Proposed:  Rob Tierney 
Seconded:  Mike Mowles 

 
Secretary Report:  Liam Moloney 

Adopt as presented: 
Proposed:  Keith Knott 
Seconded:  Mike Mowles 

 
Club of the Year 

Delco Gaels (Bernie noted Liam Hegarty would be very proud) 
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Other Business: 
Peter Murray thanked Paddy McDevitt and Tom Lagan 
Tim Flanagan spoke about a Gofundme for the children of Mary Beth 
Bergum who was tragically murdered in Buffalo. 
 
Damon Margolis (Cleveland): Playoffs  Wristbands on Presale? 
Eamonn Ryan (Denver): There will be up Update 
 

Chairman’s Address 
Bernie Connaughton thanked Chicago Gaelic Park, Munster GAA, Croke 
Park, Niall Erskine, Charlie Harrison, Martin Coleman. 
Full Time Admin position would be a target for 2023. 
Divisional Boards and Clubs: Goal for 2023 for a development group in 
each division. 
Bernie thanked the committee members, LGFA and Camogie, sponsors. 
Tournaments: over 40 approved by USGAA. 
Bernie Thanked Paddy McDevitt for 10 years and Tom Lagan for 5 years’ 
service. 

 
ROLL CALL FOR VOTING 
 
Delegate numbers/voting strength were recorded as follows: 
 
Midwest:  44 
Heartland:  33 
Northeast:  47 
Northwest:  18 
Philadelphia: 27 
Southeast:  14 

Southwest:   24 
West:   29 
Central:   25 
Mid-Atlantic:  06 
 
USGAA Officers: 08 

 
TOTAL  275 
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Presentation of Motions: 
The following was the result of voting on Motions: 
 

1. Passed Show of Hands 
 
2. Out of Order 
 
3. Passed 113-103 
 
4. Failed  118-138 
 
5. Passed Show of Hands 
 
6. Withdrawn 
 
7. Passed 129-118 
 
8. Failed Show of Hands 
 
9. Out of Order 
 
10. Passed Show of Hands 
 
11. Failed 113-141 
 
12. Passed Show of Hands 
 
13. Withdrawn 
 
14. Withdrawn 
 
15. Withdrawn 
 
16. Withdrawn 

 
17. Withdrawn 
 
18. Withdrawn 
 
19. Out of Order 
 
20. Withdrawn 
 
21. Passed Show of Hands 
 
22. Passed Show of Hands 
 
23. Withdrawn 
 
24. Withdrawn 
 
25. Passed Show of Hands 
 
26. Withdrawn 
 
27. Failed Show of Hands 
 
28. Failed Show of Hands 
 
29. Withdrawn 
 
30. Passed Show of Hands 
 
31. Passed Show of Hands 
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 

Tom Dolan was proposed as Convention Chair 
Niall Erskine was proposed as Convention Secretary 
Both accepted 

 
2023 USGAA Officers were returned as follows: 
 

Chairperson:  Bernie Connaugton Shannon Blues  
 
Vice-Chair:  Paul Keane St Joseph's def  John Young Pittsburgh Celtics 
 
Secretary:   Liam Moloney Sean Treacys 
 
Treasurer:   Tom Walsh Denver Gaels 
 
Registrar:  Susan Pierce Indianapolis def Lizzie O’Connor Michael 

Cusacks 
 
PRO:  Caoimhe Butler Young Irelands def Stephen Feeney 

Padraig Pearses 
 
Youth Officer:  Gareth Fitzsimons Parnells def John McDaid Delco 

Gaels 
 
Central Council Delegate:  Gerard Dillon Delco Gaels def Paul 

Mulcaire Buffalo Na Fianna 
 
Honorary President: Malachy Higgins was ratified as Honorary 

President. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 

The new Board Officers took their seats and Bernie welcomed all and 
commiserated with those who were unsuccessful. 
 
Bernie Connaughton thanked Chicago Gaelic Park for the facility and food. 
Bernie noted we would pursue entry to the All-Ireland Junior Football 
Competition in 2024. 
USGAA would also seek funding for a Full time Administrator and thanked 
Martin Coleman for bringing this item before GAA Management 
Committee. 
2023 Convention was awarded to San Francisco on a show of hands. 
World Games Info would be forthcoming in 2023 
Youth Meeting would take place in CGP on Sunday 900am - 100pm. 
Bernie once again thanked all for attending and wished a safe journey 
home. 
 
Meeting Adjourned. 
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Youth Officer Report 
 

Submitted by Gareth Fitzsimons, USGAA Youth Officer 
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2023 Youth Committee   
   

Eamon Kelly    Vice Chairperson   
Brendan McGrath  Secretary   
Josephine Regan  Treasurer   
Kerri Hanley   Registrar   
Brian Rogers   Development Officer   

   
Firstly, I'd like to thank everyone that has been involved in continuing 
their support and efforts in growing our Youth Programs around the 
country.   
2023 has seen a rise in numbers for Youth Players from last year. 
Although not drastic, any increase is a positive move in the right 
direction.   
Getting all our young players registered is vital and the best way to 
gauge where we are and how well we are doing in our recruitment 
efforts in our respective Divisions.   
USGAA will be rolling out a new registration system for 2024 which 
will include Youth and Adult.   
I'm sure this will be elaborated on more this weekend.   
With 1300+ kids registered this year and over 350 qualified Coaches 
with background checks completed, this system will be a valuable tool 
for all.   

    
GAMES PROGRAMS AND TOURNAMENTS     

Obviously, these are the most important aspects of all our programs 
across the country and it's great to see a rise in the number of 
tournaments that are being held over the last number of years.   
More established areas, like Boston, Philly, Chicago and San Fran can 
run their own Games Programs, because of the number of teams and 
proximity. Other areas may be a little more geographically challenged, 
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so the best solution seems to be Tournaments. This seems to be working 
and offering more games for teams and clubs that are still in their 
infancy stage. This year has seen Tournaments on the east coast in 
Boston hosted by St Brendan's and Trinity Milton.   
Liberty Bell in Philadelphia and a growing Midwest Tournament hosted 
by Detroit.   
We have seen a few new Clubs set up this year and participated in 
some of these Tournaments namely Raleigh, Cova Virgina and Donegal.   
With this growth in the number of tournaments and games some conflicts 
will inevitably come.   
To ensure all tournaments are given every opportunity to succeed and 
maximize participation   
we really need to work closely with everyone and establish a working 
calendar of events which will be discussed more during Sunday's 
meeting.    
 
 

CYC      
San Fran hosted CYC this year in Dublin, CA. I'd like to congratulate 
James Quinn and all the volunteers that worked so hard to ensure a 
great weekend was had by all that were present and they really did 
deliver. Numbers are still low unfortunately but after attending a 
workshop with the three Counties and participation from our Clubs 
present in Boston recently the consensus was that CYC should remain as 
the Flagship Tournament in North America and a return to the East 
Coast may deliver the spark to increase participation again.   
Thanks to Charlie Harrison for his presentation on the day and as 
always to the Steering Committee for their continued work.    
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USGAA Jr County Team       
After many years of discussions and plenty of excuses we have established 
a squad of young men that will be representing USGAA in an All-Ireland 
Junior competition next year. The reason I mention this in my youth report is 
the fact that 90%+ of these players selected have come up through our 
youth programs and have represented USGAA County teams over the 
years at CYC. This is a testament to the work that has been done in the 
previous years by many Coaches that have shaped these young men into 
the players they are today. Congratulations for that.   
I'd like to wish Aidan Corr and his selectors all the best moving forward 
and thank all those involved in making this happen.   

     

Wrapping up I think in general our Youth programs are continuing to grow as 
we will see through our Registration Report on Sunday. Again, I want to thank 
everyone involved but want to mention in particular some areas that are really 
starting to pick up pace. Great to see Clubs in the Midwest really pushing their 
Clubs in particular  Pittsburgh, Akron, Cleveland, Buffalo and Detroit.   
Raleigh is really making a move in S/E as is Cova Virginia and Baltimore in Mid-
Atlantic, keep up the good work everybody.     
   

Finally, after several years of service to Youth affairs two of our Officers will not 
be around for 2024.   
Brian Rogers is stepping down from his role of Development Officer. I’d like to 
thank Brian for all his stellar work over the years with the Youth Board and of 
course in San Fran as well. Also, Josephine Regan has been forced to step down 
from her role as Treasurer due to health reasons. Josephine has served 5 years 
in this role and will be missed. Please keep her in our thoughts and prayers. 
Thank you both.     
   

Yours in Sport,   
Gareth Fitzsimons   
USGAA Youth Officer.  
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Registration Report 
 
 

Submitted by Susan Pierce, USGAA Registrar 
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USGAA PRO Report 
 
 
 

Submitted by Caoimhe Butler, USGAA PRO  
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PRO Report 2023  
  
In 2023, the PRO role really focused on 4 main areas  

1. Publishing a Monthly Newsletter  
2. Social Media Coverage/Platforms 
3. Tournaments 
4. Brand within World GAA  

  
Publishing a Monthly Newsletter:  
  

Since January, there has been a newsletter published. During the winter 
months, the newsletters were grouped bi-monthly. As the main outlet for our 
sponsors, this year we have published content from Masita, Fenagh 
Engineering, and UPMC. Some articles included upcoming tournaments, 
leadership and development workshops, articles highlighting Camogie 
development, CYC/finals information and updates and the 2023 USGAA 
Cup Honorees. There are more opportunities for clubs and divisions to use 
this platform to share content and use as a marketing tool.  
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Social Media Platform:  
  

Instagram: About 62% of our followers are watching and engaging with 
the stories posted. We have over 3,100 followers (about a 1k increase 
over last year). Please continue to encourage members to follow our 
page. We are reaching almost 7,000 accounts so there are people viewing 
the page without following. A big focus this year has been sharing 
Instagram stories and live footage to feeds. Some divisions have utilized 
TikTok/reels and have been posting reels to their pages. This is going to 
continue to increase awareness and interest. Some of the reels we have 
been named as collaborators have had over 16k views.  

  
Facebook: About 70% of our followers view and engage with our 
Facebook posts and stories with over 7,800 followers. Some posts are 
reaching as many as 32k users with engagement from 15k users. The posts 
with the largest reach have included: Junior All Ireland Trails, the TG4 
documentary, USGAA Finals, registration deadline reminders, and live 
game footage.  

  

   
  
Tournament Coverage:  
  

Something we continued this year was to go live at different tournaments. 
All codes were represented with live footage from Philadelphia, Boston, 
Mid-Atlantic, and Chicago. We are hoping to continue to expand on this 
moving forward, as live coverage of games increased engagement. 



                                      
 

USGAA National Convention 2023 – November 10th-12th 2023 – www.usgaa.org 
 

51 

Supporters were reaching out to the page with requests for live footage of 
different games. We have tried to use online streaming services to get 
content and live videos available but there are challenges with getting 
volunteers to be available to stream the content. In addition, in some 
locations it is difficult to get good angles for the footage. We are continuing 
to explore opportunities for the divisions that are not centralized and have 
been expressing these challenges to Croke Park and World GAA. We will 
continue to try to support divisions with these efforts. The USGAA page 
does try to share all game footage, so continue to tag the page to ensure 
information is shared.   

 
 
Branding:  
  

This year as PRO, I, participated in a Public Relations Workgroup within 
World GAA. Some of the outcomes have been to streamline the World 
GAA brand and awareness. We are working on a centralized hub where 
divisions can use templates that align with what the GAA in Ireland and 
across the international units use. In addition, there is resounding 
agreement that it is important for the international units and Croke Park to 
have more awareness of what is happening in World GAA units. To 
achieve this, I have partnered with Micky Quigg, a Croke park 
representative, to provide updates on what is happening within the US. 
There have been 3-4 issues so far and the feedback we have received has 
been very positive and this is something that will continue into 2024.    
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Other Activity:  
  

The most exciting achievement for 2023 is the TG4 documentary that was 
created in partnership with twinning partner, Munster. At congress, we 
started inquiring about support to create a recruitment video that 
showcases US players that can be used to grow Gaelic games in the US. In 
addition to the documentary, we will be getting short clips to publish on 
social media and take to school demonstrations and events that are 
primarily focused on recruiting new players. The content tied the connection 
of people who move from Ireland and choose to make the US their home 
coupled with the growing home-grown population that have picked up the 
sport for the first time because they have come to love the game. We are 
really excited to share the educational/recruitment clips in the coming 
weeks.  

  

 
 
Looking ahead:  
  

Some thoughts as we enter into the 2024 season:  
1. Leverage the PRO budget for local advertising and articles   
2. More live game footage  
3. Continue to lean on divisional PRO for newsletter material  
4. Expanding on an interview series to include teams/players 

across USGAA  
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Central Council Report 
 
 

Submitted by Ger Dillon 
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It has been an honor to represent the USGAA for the past year, at Central 
Council. I would like to thank two Donegal men Paddy McDevitt and Niall Erskine 
for the advice and direction they give me.  
 
Indeed everyone I have met at the council meetings have a great respect for the 
GAA and it's protocol. 
 
Meetings tend to run up to three hours, I am just going to reference what relates 
to the USGAA. Starting in March running to Special Congress in September. 
 
March: 

Approve the eligibility criteria for All Ireland junior football championship. 
Grant permission for Croke Park and Casement Park to be included for the 
2028 European soccer Championships  

 
May: 

Reports and presentations  
Review data and trends, National Football &Hurling 
Presentation on new football and hurling rules, to be tried out at college 
games in October. 

 
June: 

Board Diversity  
Discuss proposal on ways to increase the number of women serving on 
management, a 40% gender balance. 

 
July: 

Discussion on supporting of new County development. 
Review, re- format, off the Official Guides, part 1/ book of codes & part 2/  
Gender balance approved for consideration at special congress. 
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September: 
Special Congress  
All but one of the motions that went to the floor were approved, 
This included Book of codes, and gender balance. 

 
I also attended the World Games in Derry, in July, where I represented the 
USGAA, referring both hurling and football at the Derry GAA complex at Owen 
Beg. Attending the finals at Celtic Park in Derry City. Congratulations all our 
USGAA teams that participated, unbelievable event.  
 
At the World Games meeting in Croke Park I gave a presentation on the 
development of the GAA both youth and adult within the USGAA . 
 
 
Thank you to all our members for letting me represent you at Center Council. 
 
 
Regards  
Gerard Dillon  
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Games Development Report 
 
 

Submitted by Rob Tierney 
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Introduction 
 

It was an exciting year that started with a Strategic meeting in Chicago of the USGAA Games 
Development committee, our Code Development Chairs, and, Munster. 
 
During the year we finally saw some of our Munster Coaching weekends take place in three 
of our divisions: Midwest, Heartland, and, Southwest. 
 
The year ended on a very positive note with the Jr. Football County Team selection event and 
the playing of the Liam Hegarty Cup. It was great to see the proposal we took to Convention 
in 2022 actually coming to fruition. 
 
It was great to see so many tournament occurring throughout and we were happy to support 
many of them along with a number of Global Games Development fund projects, new club 
grants, new team grants, equipment grants, and of course the GDA Program. 
 
We continue to be well supported by Croke Park, the Department of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade, and the Munster Council and there were plenty of projects to engage in. 
 
The main areas of focus were: 
 

i. The Games Development Administrator (GDA) program 
ii. Global Games Development Fund 2023 
iii. Munster Coaching weekends 
iv. Oversight of Code Development Committees 
v. New Adult Team Development Grant 
vi. New Adult Team Development Grant 
vii. Equipment Grants 
viii. Tournament support 
ix. Coaching 
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Games Development Administrators (GDA) 
 

Personnel 
Chicago Colm Egan   gda.central.usa@gaa.ie 
Northeastern Aisling Kerr   gda.northeast.usa@gaa.ie  
Philadelphia Billy Hegarty   gda.philadelphia.usa@gaa.ie 
Western Alisha Aigamaua Wilkinson gda.western.usa@gaa.ie 
 
2023 Review 
The GDA program continues to be an important part of USGAA’s Development Strategy.  
 
2023 started with GDA’s in place in all four Divisions. 
 
The GDA’s, who are contracted by the USGAA (600hours per annum), work as part of their 
local Divisional Development Committee’s to design programs, deliver training, and develop 
links throughout the community to increase participation, help clubs to grow, develop talent, 
and support the volunteer base operating there. 
 
For this program to continue to be funded it requires strong leadership at divisional level 
and all GDA divisions should have an effective Divisional Development Committee in place. 
 
Their main areas of work in 2023 were: 

• Club Development (Admin & Planning) 
• Schools Initiatives 
• Camp Programmes 
• Go Games Blitzes/Leagues 
• Adult Club Development 
• Linking Youth Clubs with Adult Clubs 
• Coach Education 
• Planning and Reporting 
• Promotion & Publicity 
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Western Division GDA 2023 Games Development Highlights 
(Submitted by Alisha Aigamaua-Wilkinson) 

 
• Youth Referee Workshops & Experience: With the CYC’s being hosted by San Francisco in 

2023, the Youth Board wanted to make an extra effort to have more of the aged-out youth 
players referee during the tournament. I arranged for an Online Referee Course to take 
place in April for all potential new and current referees and sent out an invite to all aged-
out youth players.  We had 8 participants who were keen to referee at the CYC’s.  Following 
this I arranged a CYC Referee Workshop in June to go over the rules that will be 
implemented during the tournament and offered an insight into what to expect and tips for 
their time there.  We got good feedback from this.  The final step to preparing was to offer 
opportunities to referee.  I met with the referees before youth practice on Sunday mornings 
in July to go over the rules and answer any questions.  We then sent them out to referee 
small games for all age groups during their practice session.  Again, we got really good 
feedback from this and the referees felt more confident going into the CYC’s. 

 
• Youth Spring/Summer Program: This program was run every Friday evening from April 

through May and then on Sunday mornings until the CYC’s in July. This was a fun program 
where players got to practice the skills through drills and modified games for half an hour 
followed by a match for half an hour. The children would practice hurling/camogie for the 
first hour and football for the second hour. This league is building on last year’s resurgence 
post-COVID for the youth and the perfect opportunity to prepare for competing in the CYC’s 
as the host city in 2023.  

  
• Youth Girls Pre CYC Skills Workshop: I was approached by the coaches of the U’14 – U’18 

Girls coaches to run a skills Workshop followed by a practical session in July.  This was in 
preparation for competing in the CYC’s. I prepared a detailed PowerPoint Presentation with 
demonstrations for the girls. We gave them the opportunity to ask questions and have 
discussions on areas they were unsure of and what they would like to improve on.  We then 
took the girls out to the pitch to do a practical skills session based on the feedback from the 
presentation.  This was very successful, and we could see the girls improving in weaker 
areas. 
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• Adult & Youth Fall League: We are happy to announce that we have followed up on a 
successful opening season for the Fall League to run it again in 2023!  The objectives of the 
Fall League were to extend Gaelic games in San Francisco beyond the regular club season 
(April to August) with tournaments for hurling/camogie/football. To attract new players to 
hurling / camogie / football and provide game time outside the regular competitive season. 
We have been able to bring the SF GAA community together with adult and youth games 
side by side and to give more exposure to our games in the community by partnering with 
local businesses.  We had a very positive response during the sign-up process and ended 
up adding 3 more teams compared to last year.  It also gave us the opportunity to reach 
out to 3 additional Pubs for sponsorship.  Feedback from participants from last year meant 
that we also added another day to the tournament so that more games can be played. 

 
• Introduction to Ladies Gaelic Football Workshop: After speaking to members of both adult 

ladies Gaelic football teams it became clear that as part of their growth, they had recruited 
many players who were brand new to the sport and were feeling a little confused about 
the rules on game days.  Therefore, I offered to run a workshop to focus on the basic skills 
and the rules of the game which was welcomed by both teams.  I put together a PowerPoint 
Presentation and did some practical skills during the presentation.  They were able to ask 
questions about areas they were unsure of and it opened the group to very useful 
discussions.  I received very positive feedback from this workshop. 

 
 

 
Northeast Division GDA 2023 Games Development Highlights 

(Submitted by Aisling Kerr) 
 
• New Ladies Football Clubs: 2023 saw the addition of two new ladies football clubs in the 

Boston Northeast GAA division, with St. Brendan’s GAC adding a ladies’ team to their 
youth program and Hartford adding a third code to their club. In what was a memorable 
and successful first year for both teams, St. Brendan’s came out as the 2023 Northeast 
GAA Ladies Junior Football Champions while Hartford travelled to the USGAA Finals in 
Denver to represent the division. St. Brendan’s and Hartford were a welcome addition to 
the Northeast GAA Ladies Junior Football Competition, and helped add a bit more 
excitement back into the Ladies Football scene in the Northeast GAA division. With more 
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teams and players, hopefully there will be improved and expanded games opportunities 
for all ladies’ football players and teams in the division in the years to come. 

  
 
• Enda Hamill Perpetual Cup: Aidan McAnespie’s GFC hosted the second annual Enda Hamill 

Perpetual Cup competition to start off the season for the men’s football clubs in the 
Northeast GAA division. 8 teams participated in the single day, 11-a-side competition with 
the Connemara Gaels GFC coming out as the eventual winners on the day. Along with the 
Greg Hawes Competition hosted each fall by Trinity Milton GAC for Junior teams in the 
division, these smaller-sided, single day competitions have proven to be a great success in 
bookending the season for the men’s football teams in the division. 

 
 

• Gorey Community School, Co. Wexford Visits the Northeast GAA: The Gorey Community 
School from Co. Wexford returned to the Irish Cultural Centre in Canton for their annual 
visit as part of their Transition Year trip, which also includes stops in New York and 
Washington D.C. Gorey’s annual visit has become a highlight of the Northeast GAA 
calendar as the group of 60+ players typically partakes in games with our Feile teams, 
Hurling development squad, and New England Fenians Camogie team—All of which benefit 
greatly from competitive games early in the summer. While Gorey has been doing this trip 
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for close to 7 years now, other clubs and schools have since expressed interest and travelled 
over for similar visits. A ladies’ football team from Moycullen GAA Club in Co. Galway 
was over in early October for a Ladies Football Blitz Day with the ladies’ football teams in 
the division, which was another enjoyable day and games opportunities for all involved. 
Already, there are a couple of new clubs/teams which plan to visit the Northeast GAA in 
2024 for similar trips. The Northeast GAA division has found these games with visiting 
school/club teams to be mutually beneficial, as many of our teams which may not get many 
regular games are afforded an opportunity for good, competitive games at home in the 
Irish Cultural Centre, while the visiting school/club also enjoy adding a GAA element to 
their trip. This is an initiative which the Northeast GAA division has certainly enjoyed being 
a part of in recent years, and one which we feel there is plenty of room for improvement 
and expansion both here in our division and for other divisions in the USGAA. 

 
 

• GAA Exhibitions at Worcester Irish Cultural Festival: The Worcester Fenians GAA Club 
played an instrumental role in hosting the 2023 Worcester Irish Cultural Festival at Polar 
Park in Worcester, MA, the home of the Boston Red Sox’s AAA Minor League affiliate, the 
Worcester Red Sox. In addition to promoting the club and GAA games to the greater 
Worcester community, the Fenians organized two fantastic exhibition games which were 
played on the field at Polar Park. The first was a Gaelic football friendly between the 
Worcester Fenians and the College of the Holy Cross GAA Club. College of the Holy Cross 
is located in Worcester, MA and their GAA club is just getting up and running. The 
Worcester Fenians club have been a great partner for the College and it is an excellent link 
between a college GAA club and a multi-code adult GAA club in the same city. This 
partnership will surely be a successful one and is a games development model and program 
to keep an eye on in the years to come. The second exhibition game played on the day 
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was Ireland vs. USA in a men’s Gaelic football game where homegrown players across the 
division came out on top against Irish-born players from the division. This was another 
fantastic game and initiative which was thoroughly enjoyed by all the players and the 
Northeast GAA fans in attendance. Team USA was largely comprised of homegrown 
players who were preparing to attend the USGAA Junior Team trials weekend in Chicago, 
so this game was a helpful addition to their training in the lead up to that weekend. 

 
 
• Youth GAA Programs: In the younger age groups, the ISYL, St. Brendan’s, Trinity Milton 

and Hartford regularly facilitated games on a rotating basis through the summer months. 
St. Brendan’s hosted their annual tournament at the end of June, which provided great 
games of football and hurling for U8 – U16 teams. Several youth clubs participated in some 
of the many blitzes and tournaments run throughout the season by our neighbors in New 
York GAA. St. Brendan’s ran a “Bring a Friend” program for girls through the end of the 
summer and early fall, where the older youth players conducted introductory sessions for 
younger and new players. A boys’ team representing the Northeast GAA division again 
participated in the Feile Peile na nOg, and we look forward to sending both boys and girls 
teams to the competition again in 2024. A Hurling Development Program ran for several 
weeks through the summer, bringing together boys ages 15 – 18 from across the division 
for weekly trainings and games, which was an excellent effort from the hurling coaches 
involved to get momentum going for the older youth hurlers. 
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Central Division GDA 2023 Games Development Highlights 
(submitted by Colm Egan) 

 
• Great Lakes Tournament 2023: In September 2023, the Detroit Harps Youth GAA, once 

again had the honor of hosting the Great Lakes Tournament. Our planning meetings leading 
up to the 2023 tournament were excellent, and we managed to expand the event to include 
players from 5 to 15 years old. One exciting addition to the 2023 games was the 
participation of the Chicago Northside clubs, enriching both the football and hurling 
competitions. On the tournament day, we had over 20 games, each with excellent 
competition that ultimately led to competitive finals in both codes and age groups. We'd 
like to extend our heartfelt thanks to our gracious hosts, the Detroit Harps, as well as the 
teams from Cleveland Youth GAA, Chicago Celtics, Chicago Limerick Youth Hurling, 
Chicago St Jarlaths, and Toronto Chieftains. Perhaps even more importantly, this year's 
tournament has sparked early planning for the 2024 edition. Cleveland will host in May, 
Chicago in June, Toronto in August (post-CYC), and a return to Detroit in October. We 
couldn't be more excited about what the future holds for the Great Lakes Tournament. We 
also want to express our sincere gratitude to USGAA Youth for their unwavering support 
of the 2023 tournament. It was a truly memorable event, and we can't wait to see what the 
next year holds for us in terms of youth GAA competitions. 

 
 
• October LGFA Tournament: Broomsticks and Boobs LGFA Tournament 2023 was a fantastic 

day of fun and Gaelic Football. This year, we renewed our efforts to create an event that 
combined fancy dress, Gaelic Football, and a timely reminder for breast cancer screening, 
resulting in a memorable and meaningful day for all. The day was a perfect blend of 
laughter, camaraderie, and competition. Clubs and players came out in great numbers, and 
they didn't disappoint when it came to both hilarious and thoughtful fancy dress attire. It 
was heartwarming to see the community coming together for such a unique and important 
cause. Once the games kicked off, the competitive spirit took over, and the players turned 
up the intensity, showcasing their skills and dedication to Gaelic Football. It was a testament 
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to the passion and sportsmanship within the LGFA community. Special congratulations go 
out to Chicago Erin Rovers and all the participating clubs for their contributions to this 
wonderful event. Here's to 2024 and the promise of more great times, fun, and support for 
important causes in the future.  

 
• 2023 Chicago Adult Championships: The 2023 Chicago Championship was a summer filled 

with excellent games. From a Games development perspective, the standout highlight was 
the evolution of our Homegrown players, who made significant contributions to all teams 
while maintaining the highest standards. It was especially heartening to see many of our 
youth club graduates actively playing and leading the way, regardless of the competition 
or the situations in the game. This outcome is a direct result of the vision of our Youth clubs 
and Games development program, which aims to ensure that players continue to play in 
all codes. 2023 was a banner year for USA-born players in Chicago, and it’s fantastic to 
see their growth and impact on the field. I must also highlight the exciting addition of the 
USGAA Representative Team that will compete in the All-Ireland Junior Championship of 
2024. The opportunity for our players to join forces with their peers from other cities and 
ultimately wear the USGAA jersey is a wonderful opportunity. Looking ahead, this new 
development is a welcome and promising addition to the Games landscape, and I am 
confident that it will inspire and motivate our young Gaelic athletes to achieve even greater 
heights in the future. 

 
 



                                      
 

USGAA National Convention 2023 – November 10th-12th 2023 – www.usgaa.org 
 
68 

• CYC Ladies Teams: In 2023, the Chicago youth clubs made significant strides in promoting 
and supporting ladies' teams in both codes at the CYC in San Francisco. The strength of the 
group lay in the 7 to 11-year-old age bracket, with Chicago girls also joining forces with 
players from other cities in the older age categories. The area clubs support of girls' games 
has been commendable. A testament to their commitment was the youth games launch day 
this year, which featured girls-only games. This was a showcase for the growth and 
development of female participation in our sports. While certainly a highlight for 2023 the 
growth of the girls' teams also underscores the importance of continuing to recruit girls to 
play our sports. We must ensure that we build on the foundation laid in recent years, 
supporting and developing teams to ensure that girls and women continue to have 
opportunities to participate and excel in Gaelic games. This commitment will ensure the 
sustained growth and inclusivity of our sports in the future. 
 

               
• Chicago Hurling Draft League: The Chicago Hurling Draft League was an excellent initiative 

that successfully brought hurling back to the summer games schedule in Chicago. This effort 
was led by Martin Redmond, Windy City Hurling, and the Michael Cusack club, resulting 
in a Hurling draft championship. Players from the Cusack’s and Windy City Hurling clubs, 
as well as summer players (primarily J1s), were all drafted into three squads. The draft 
numbers were healthy, with 75 players participating in six Sundays of well-played games, 
culminating in a final on Chicago Championship Sunday. Although this draft championship 
format deviates from the typical club structure, it successfully revived and reintroduced 
hurling to the Sunday Games landscape in Chicago for the year 2023. Plenty to work on 
for 2024! 
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Philadelphia Division GDA 2023 Games Development Highlights 
(submitted by Billy Hegarty) 

 
• New Youth Clubs: Philadelphia Youth football has expanded by two, 2023 saw the start of 

the youth clubs Donegal and Wilmington. This puts the division at 5 youth clubs. While some 
clubs are well established and others are just getting started, this is a great sign for the 
future of Gaelic games within Philadelphia.  Donegal has integrated their adult club to help 
with the youth to much success. Wilmington will be the first GAA club in Delaware. The 
expansion of GAA in the area has many coaches, players and parents excited for the 
future! 

 
• USGAA Junior Team Members: The commencement of the USGAA team to compete in the 

Junior All-Ireland Championship gave a well-deserved boost to homegrown player 
throughout the country; this was no different in Philadelphia. Homegrown players from all 
four adult clubs in the division represented Philadelphia at the trials in Chicago. The division 
was extremely proud to send 19 players to this event. At the conclusion of the Liam Hegarty 
Cup in Chicago, 14 players from the division were selected to represent the USGAA.  This 
is a massive stepping stone for the USGAA and homegrown football throughout the country.  
We are excited to see the Philadelphia players along with the rest of the USGAA team 
compete in the Junior All-Ireland Championship this summer! 

 
• Meaningful Youth Competition: During the summer the division was able to give players 

from u6-u18 meaningful games. Three blitzes were held in the summer along with game 
weekends with clubs from cities along the east coast.  The start of an east coast hurling 
league as well as an u16/u18 football league was a major drive for the ability to get 
players quality competition. Competition between teams along the east coast is necessary 
to continue the development of all players across all codes. 

 
• Hurling/Camogie Development: The division saw the addition of an adult hurling team 

and an adult camogie team into our championship this year. In the past, these codes have 
had smaller competition within the division and had to travel outside the division to get 
meaningful games.  Philadelphia now has five hurling clubs and three camogie clubs 
competing within the division. This development will help the quality of hurling and 
camogie in Philadelphia as well as continuing the growth of all codes across the division. 
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• Schools Program: Philadelphia GAA schools’ program was a success in 2023, the after-

school program started in Glenside to attract new players to the GAA. The after-school 
program introduced children from 6-12 years old to Gaelic football, camogie and hurling. 
The program was also designed to teach students the culture of Ireland and give them a 
connection to their ancestry.  After the 8-week program, the local GAA club saw new 
registered members from the school program. The continuation of this program is 
underway and the division is looking to hold the program at 5 new schools early 2024. 
This would give the division GAA programs within the grade school, high school and 
college level. 

 
New Adult Team Development Grant 

 
New Adult Team Development Grant: This year we continued the grant to assist newly 
formed teams, registering with the USGAA, to offset some of their initial expenses. In total a 
new team can receive the following: 
 
New Hurling or Camogie Team 

• 20 bibs 
• 24 sliotars 
• 40 pack of cones 
• shipping 

 
New Gaelic Football team 

• 20 bibs 
• 20 @ trainer footballs (size 4 or 5) 
• 5 @ game footballs size 4/5 
• 40 pack of cones 
• shipping 

 
The following availed of the grant. 

• Roc City (Ladies Football) $811.62 
• Hartford (Ladies Football) $811.62 
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New Club Development Grants 
 

This grant provides startup clubs with $2,500 over 4 phases with goals set for each phase 
providing clubs with a pathway towards optimal growth. 
 
The following clubs availed of the New Club Development Grant: 

• Little Rock GAC (Phase I)   $    750 
• Red Wolves Hurling Club (Phase I) $    750 
• Brian Boru GAA (Phase I)   $    750 
• St. Brendan’s GAC (Phase I)  $    750 

 
Hurling & Camogie Equipment Grants 

 
$800 is available to new Hurling or Camogie teams when they submit evidence of $1,600 
spent on a hurls/helmets/sliotars ‘pack’. This is an increase on previous grant of $550. 
 
Availing of the grant in 2023 was: 

• Little Rock GAC    $    750 
• Michael Cusacks Hurling Club $    750 

 
 
 

Munster Coaching weekends 
Each weekend comprised of a Football/Ladies football and a Hurling/Camogie coach 
selected by Munster visiting each location providing both in-class and, more importantly, on-
field practical learning. Attendees include adult and youth coaches, players who may want 
to develop their abilities to coach, and, others that are interested in learning from a coaching 
perspective, from across all 10 Divisions. In 2023, the Heartland, Midwest, and, Southwest 
Divisions held events. 
 
We appreciate the work that Munster have put into the project and want to acknowledge 
the 6 coaches that came out to USGAA from Munster: 
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Heartland: James Ryan – Limerick Games Manager & dual Inter-county player 
(Football/LGF) 

David O’Dea – Limerick GDA (Hurling/Camogie) 
Midwest: Michael Duffy – Clare Games Manager (Hurling/Camogie) 

John Enright – Clare GDA and Inter-county player (Football/LGF) 
Southwest: Donal Daly – Kerry Games Manager and Inter-county player (Football/LGF) 

Giles Grady – Kerry GDA and dual Inter-county player (Hurling/Camogie) 
 
We hope that our other 3 non-GDA divisions take up the challenge of hosting the events 
during 2024. 

 
Oversight of Code Development Committees 

In December 2023 we brought together the Chairs of our Code Development committees 
along with the USGAA Games Development Committee for a strategic meeting aimed at 
setting goals for 2023. Munster GAA facilitated the event. Each committee was given the task 
of coming up with a plan, by early January, on how best to support and develop their 
respected codes. The meeting provided and excellent springboard for us all as we looked 
towards 2023. As you will see from the Code Development Committee reports – a lot of great 
work has been achieved. Congrats to our committee’s for a great year. 
 

Coach Training 
We held a new Coach Tutor and existing Tutor upskilling event in Chicago in March. Colm 
Egan has now become a Master Tutor – which is great for USGAA as we strive to become 
more self-sufficient. 
 
Games Development Administrators and Coach Tutors ran a number of coaching courses 
throughout the year. It I imperative that this continues throughout 2024 given the sizeable 
investment made in the weekend. 
 
We now have the ability to run most of the Foundation course online with practical 
assessments happening after the theory is completed. Changes to the Award 1 course are 
expected in 2024. We expect to see courses scheduled for early in 2024. We’d like to thank 
all of our Coaching Course Tutors for their work throughout the year. 
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Regional Tournament Support 
In an effort to increase the level of meaningful games USGAA Games Development continued 
to provide support to tournaments throughout the County as follows: 

• Southeast Division ($2,500) 
o Greenville Gaels/Atlanta $1,000 
o Charlotte James Connolly’s $   500 
o Charleston/Atlanta  $1,000 

• Southwest Division ($1,590) 
o Houston Gaels   $   590 
o St. Peters San Diego Hurling $1,000 

• Western Division ($4,000) 
o Nor Cal Gaelic Games $4,000 

• Central Division ($1,550) 
o Central Division   $   800 
o Michael Cusack’s  $   750 

• Heartland Division ($1,000) 
o Indianapolis Hurling  $1,000 

 
Global Games Development Fund 2023 

Applications were sought from Clubs, Regional/Divisional Boards and Governing Board for 
funding under the Global Games Development Fund. This call for proposals is being issued 
by the Gaelic Athletic Association (GAA) in conjunction with the Irish Department of Foreign 
Affairs & Trade. In recognition of the fact that tremendous growth continues in recent years in 
the GAA’s International Units it had been agreed to distribute funding to Games Development 
projects in these areas. The Department of Foreign Affairs & Trade through its Emigrant 
Support Programme (ESP) partnered with the GAA on this project in recognition of the 
importance of the GAA in fostering closer links between Irish communities and networks 
abroad with Ireland. The Fund provided financial support specifically for projects and 
initiatives that increase or improve opportunities for the Irish Diaspora and other communities 
abroad to play Gaelic Games.  Through the provision of financial assistance, it was the aim 
of the Fund to support the Irish Diaspora and to strengthen Irish networks and Irish identity 
internationally. 
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The fund was available to the 6 non-GDA divisions in USGAA given that Croke Park & 
Department of Foreign Affairs already provide GDA support to the other 4 divisions. 
 
The model reverted back to the 2021 format with clubs who were granted equipment grants 
able to source that equipment at their discretion.  
 
An unprecedented 37 project support requests were submitted with 33 of those being 
supported. In total grant awards were made totaling $70,902.98 (€66,175.00). 
 
See Treasurer’s report for 2023 payouts. Payouts will continue until December 2023. 
 
We learned in late October 2023 that the 2024 GGDF is now available for your clubs (non-GDA 
Divisions only) and Divisions (non-GDA Divisions only to apply to. The closing date for applications is 
Wednesday November 22nd, 2023. 

 
GGDF 2023 Project submissions and awards 

Entity Project Title  Award 
(€)  

 Award 
($)  

St. Louis GAC 
STLGAC Recruitment and Retention 
Plan  €    2,250.00   $   2,410.75  

Mid-Atlantic 
Division 

MidAtlantic Tournament Development 
2023  €    1,000.00   $   1,071.45  

Baltimore GAA Shamrock Sevens Tournament  €       840.00   $      900.02  
Middletown Valley 
GFC Goalposts  €       800.00   $      857.16  

Washington DC 
Washington DC Gaels: Sustain, 
Strengthen and Expand Phase 3  €    1,572.00   $   1,684.31  

Albany Rebels 
Winter Games Development Sessions - 
Recruitment and Retention  €    4,200.00   $   4,500.08  

Akron Youth 
Community Outreach and Growth of 
Youth Program (2023)  €    2,000.00   $   2,142.89  

Cleveland GAA Cleveland Development 2023  €    5,823.00   $   6,239.03  
Detroit Wolfe Tones 2023 Team Growth  €    1,500.00   $   1,607.17  
Pittsburgh 
Banshees/Celtics New Player Training Series  €    2,000.00   $   2,142.89  
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Pittsburgh Pucas/Na 
Laochra 

Hurling and Camogie Player Coaching 
Session  €       600.00   $      642.87  

Roc City Hurling Participation Expansion  €    2,000.00   $   2,142.89  

Syracuse Gaels 
2023 Syracuse Gaels Development 
Initiative  €    1,500.00   $   1,607.17  

Butte Wolfe Tones 
Hurling Building Butte, MT Hurling and GAA  €    2,000.00   $   2,142.89  
Atlanta Clan naGael Coed Hurling and Football league Unsupported Unsupported 
Atlanta Clan naGael Men’s Hurling  €    1,400.00   $   1,500.03  
Atlanta Clan naGael Atlanta Women’s Invitational  €    1,600.00   $   1,714.31  

Atlanta Clan naGael 
Atlanta GAA Ladies Development 
Football Team  €    1,000.00   $   1,071.45  

Charlotte James 
Connolly Healthy Minds, Body & Club  €    4,000.00   $   4,285.79  
Little Rock Pitch Rental  €    1,000.00   $   1,071.45  
Little Rock Goalposts  €    1,000.00   $   1,071.45  
Little Rock Youth Program  €    1,000.00   $   1,071.45  
Raleigh CuChulainn 
GAA Games based development of all ages  €    2,400.00   $   2,571.47  

Southwest Division 
Solid Goal: SW Division Tournament 
Equipment 

 
Unsupported   

 
Unsupported    

Austin Celtic 
Cowboys Club Growth Initiative 2023  €    3,000.00   $   3,214.34  

Denver Gaels 
Local Games Development – Adult 
Trainings and League  €    2,500.00   $   2,678.62  

Denver Gaels 
Local Games Development – Youth 
Training and League  €    2,000.00   $   2,142.89  

Houston Gaels 
Houston Gaelic Athletic Club Growth 
and Development Initiative  €    1,500.00   $   1,607.17  

LA Cougars 
LA Cougars Permanent & Full size 
Goalpost Installation in LA  €    1,500.00   $   1,607.17  

LA Hurling Beginners Hurling Workshops  €    1,800.00   $   1,928.60  
LA Hurling Hurling vs Lacrosse  €       500.00   $      535.72  
LA Hurling Jerseys Unsupported Unsupported 
LA Hurling LA’s Annual Puc Fada on the Beach Unsupported Unsupported 
LA Mulhollands Geared for Growth 2023  €    1,800.00   $   1,928.60  
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LA Wild Geese 
Wild Geese Take Flight: A GAA Club 
Soaring to New Heights  €    4,400.00   $   4,714.37  

Los San Patricios Recruitment Drive Project  €    1,690.00   $   1,810.74  
St. Peters  Local Games Development  €    4,000.00   $   4,285.79  
Totals   €  66,175.00   $ 70,902.98  

 
Conclusion 

Over the last 8 years USGAA Games Development has distributed circa $1,142,000 in 
support to the county (not including Strategic Planning and GGDF COVID-related underspend 
grant) as follows: 
 
GDA program    $684,000  GGDF     $260,000 
Referee Development   $  42,000 Pilot USGAA Program   $  17,000 
Coaching Development  $  31,000 Facilitation workshop:   $  13,000 
CYC County Camp   $  13,500 Games Dev workshops  $  23,300 
Hurling/Camogie Equip Grant $  10,150 Tournament Support   $  28,000 
New Team Grants   $    4,750 New Club Grants   $  16,000 
 
With Games Development Administrators in 4 of our divisions, the Global Games 
Development Fund assisting the other 6, a plan and grant for new Adult clubs and teams, 
and, the support of Munster, USGAA Games Development continues to support continued 
growth in games-based initiatives throughout the county. 
 
Games Development stands ready to continue to skill, upskill, educate & provide support for 
games based development & further contribute to divisional growth, clubs, players & coaches 
of the USGAA. 
 
I encourage all our delegates and members to consider development projects for the 
forthcoming year that would increasing games opportunities for your existing players, help 
recruit new playing/coaching members, develop camps and schools’ initiatives, educate and 
upskill members, increase refereeing levels, and continue your growth. 
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Thanks 
Thanks to the GDA’s for their work during the year. Best of luck to our Northeastern GDA, 
Aisling Kerr, who will be finishing up in December.  
 

Our Code Development Committees did fantastic work throughout 2023 and we look forward 
to seeing what 2024 might bring! 
 

I appreciate the continued support of Croke Park (Shane Flanagan, Charlie Harrison, and, 
Micky Quigg), the Ladies’ Gaelic Football Association, and, the Camogie Association along 
with the Department of Foreign Affairs. 
 

The Munster Council’s assistance has been invaluable led by Ger Ryan (Chairman) and 
Kieran Leddy (CEO). Thanks in particular to Pat O’Shea and Joey Carton whose commitment 
to the USGAA has proved invaluable through the last number of years and their willingness 
to offer resources is very much appreciated. Joe Redington (Coaching) and Johnny Ryan 
(Refereeing) were on-hand throughout the year and always willing to offer support. 
 

I’d like to acknowledge the work of Niall Erskine, who will be finishing his current term as 
the World GAA Chairperson in February. Internationally the GAA is very strong and 
through Niall’s leadership we have a World GAA Charter, grant awards have increased, 
and, we have been able to work on a number of collaborative projects with other Units 
across the globe. 
 

I’d like to thank my fellow members of the Games Development Committee (Bernie 
Connaughton, Liam Moloney, and, Gareth Fitzsimons) for their assistance. In particular, 
thanks to Bernie for his stewardship over the last 5 years. No doubt he will remain active in 
the GAA on some level. “You can check-out anytime you like, but you can never leave!” 
 

Finally, to the countless volunteers who consistently strive to develop our sport – Míle 
buíochas! 
 

Is mise le meas 

 
Robert Tierney 
Games Development Officer 
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Ladies Gaelic Football Development Report 

 

Submitted by Ciara Trainor 
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Ladies Football Development Committee report 2023 

 
Ladies Football Development Officer: Ciara Trainor - Notre Dames, Philadelphia 
 
Committee Members:   Karen Blum - Baltimore GAA, MidAtlantic 

Aisling Doherty - Fog City Harps, Western 
Elizabeth Guertin - Raleigh GAA, Southeast 
Rhiannon Lewis - Pittsburgh Banshees Midwest 
Christen McKeague - Hartford GAA, Northeast 
Brigid Murray - Erin Rovers, Central 

 
The Ladies Football Development Committee took what was learned in 2022 
and put solutions in place for 2023. Our objectives for the year were to 
generate awareness of the committee and resources available to clubs, to 
upskill referees and coaches, and to create more opportunities for competitive 
games. 
 
We kicked off the season with a webinar for clubs across the USGAA to learn 
more about our committee and the goals we set for the 2023 season. During 
the webinar, there was an open forum for clubs to ask questions and for other 
clubs to share their own perspectives.  
 
We also hosted a Rules Refresher Course, in partnership with the LGFA. This 
webinar allowed current referees to complete annual recertification but also 
was beneficial for players and coaches to brush up on rules ahead of the 2023 
season. 
 
We distributed several tournament support grants to clubs and divisions that 
were hosting tournaments featuring Ladies' football. Additionally, our 
committee members worked in their divisions to schedule both divisional and 
interdivisional games to allow for more competition throughout the summer. 
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We are currently hosting a Leading USGAA Females program that runs 
through February. The program is designed for females interested in 
developing personally and also leading teams through their role in the LGFA. 
There are leadership courses as well as modules related to coaching, 
officiating, administration, and PR/Media. It provides a great opportunity for 
people across the USGAA to connect and share experiences. 
 
Additional 2023 highlights include attending Congress in Meath and the LGFA 
All-Stars visit to Austin. At Congress, the conversation of integration with the 
GAA and the Camogie Association continued. Delegates had the opportunity 
to share their experiences within their own clubs and counties that have helped 
shape their views on how the integration can work effectively and identified 
challenges that they believe can arise as a result of integration. Equality was 
the most notable topic of conversation, and will likely continue to be, as the 
process of integration continues to move forward. 
 
In April, the 2021 and 2022 LGFA All-Stars traveled to Austin. It was a great 
weekend filled with games and workshops conducted by the best of the best 
from Ireland. Well done to the Celtic Cowboys for hosting this historical 
weekend.  
 
As we look to 2024, we’re excited to celebrate the 50th anniversary of Ladies 
football. Our focus will be to provide greater support to existing clubs, improve 
recruitment and retention, and increase awareness, and promotion of Ladies 
football in the USGAA.  
 
We appreciate hearing from all clubs and encourage you to reach out! 
Contact the committee at usgaaladiesfootballdevelopment@gmail.com 
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Camogie Development Committee Report 

Submitted by Sharon Brady and Sandra Holland 
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OUR COMMITTEE 
Francis Moloney - Chair - francis.moloney@yahoo.com 

Fenians, Boston 
Sharon Brady - Secretary - 
USGAAcamogiedevelopment@gmail.com 

Fenians, Boston 
Sandra Holland - Phelansh107@gmail.com  

Raleigh Cu Chulainn, Raleigh 
Emily Barno - ecb331@gmail.com  

Na Laochra Camogie, Pittsburgh 
Ann McKieran - amckiernan2001@yahoo.com   
    San Francisco  

 
CAMOGIE CONGRESS 

Our USGAA Camogie Development Committee member Sandra Holland 
(Raleigh GAA, NC) attended the 2023 Camogie Congress in Clonmel, Co.  
Tipperary. 
Over 150 Camogie delegates in tow, I was welcomed and was invited to 
present the USGAA camogie 2022 camogie report. I spoke with immense 
pride given the many strides USGAA camogie has made over the last year or 
so in the USGAA. To announce we have camogie teams in all ten divisions in 
the USA was one of many areas celebrated by Congress over the weekend.  
USGAA Camogie Development continues to work hard to develop the 
Camogie community through our leadership, our passion, and our 
connections. 
It was a privilege to be in the presence of GAA president Larry McCarthy as 
he delivered a very encouraging speech to delegates. Mr. McCarthy’s 
address to Congress was met with great enthusiasm when he alluded to the 
significant tasks involved as the Integration process moves forward. Mr. 
McCarthy referred to “Fun is good” when speaking of our players, the 
objective of keeping as many players as we can for as long as possible in our 
GAA community.  To develop and promote Camogie at all levels to inspire 
current and future generations and preserve the heritage of our game. 
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“Our Game Our Passion” campaign launched this year at Congress with 
several interactive workshops run over the course of the two days. The 
Camogie Association and Uachtarain Hilda Breslin thanked the overseas units 
of USGAA, Canada, Europe GAA and Britain GAA for their wonderful 
hospitality in 2022. It was an absolute pleasure to have Ms. Breslin present 
all the Camogie Cups during our National Finals in Chicago. The Camogie 
Association assured the international units that the organization is committed 
to providing continuous support in growing camogie globally.  It is vital that 
we inform the relevant officers with details of planned events and advise of 
any training and development needs.  
The integration process has commenced, and the Camogie Association has 
played a leadership role in placing integration on the agenda and in devising 
a formal structure for developing a way forward. This was evident through 
the interactive workshops throughout the weekend.  It is poignant to note that 
our working groups’ feedback will be critical in the integration process. The 
priorities were clear; our values, caring and respecting Camogie, maximizing 
partnerships, speaking positively about our work, and always staying 
ambitious!!   
Sinead McNulty, CEO of the Camogie Association provided us with another 
challenge this year following her invigorating report by asking What can each 
of us do to make a difference? For 2023, “Bring someone new to Camogie” 
This will follow on from the challenge of 2022 “saying one positive thing 
about camogie every day to someone else”. Volunteers were thanked by Ms. 
McNulty “it is volunteers that keep camogie moving forward, growing, 
reaching, striving and thriving!” 
I want to thank USGAA for appointing me as delegate this year for Congress. 
Thank you to the Camogie Association and to Tipperary Camogie for the 
warm welcome and for the fabulous goodie bag!! It was an absolute 
pleasure, an education and always very inspiring.  #ourgameourpassion  
-Sandra Holland 
USGAA Camogie Development Committee 
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SOCIAL MEDIA 
FACEBOOK: 
Camogie awareness continues to grow and has an even further reach outside 
of the US. Reaching over 6 thousand users in a 90-day period. World games, 
USGAA Finals and the Camogie All Irelands had the most reach. This 
indicates huge growth and interest from our followers in North America and 
Ireland 
INSTAGRAM:  
The USGAA Camogie Instagram account has reached 2357 people. The 
account currently has 540 followers.  The committee is encouraging clubs to 
tag @usgaacamogie in photos and posts to allow more engagement across 
varying accounts.  The account is inclusive to the other codes as part of the 
overall development. 
PODCAST: 
Sandra Holland and Emily Barno were guests of the Irish Camogie podcast 
“An Camán Caint” twice this year which suggests the significant bond formed 
between the USGAA and the Camogie Association over the course of the last 
couple of years. The podcast interviews were centered around the World 
Games and the USGAA Finals allowing Barno and Holland to give audiences 
in Ireland an insightful perspective of the passion and growth shown to 
Camogie here in the USGAA. We expect many more cross channel 
conversations  as the Camogie Association has shown such enthusiasm in 
supporting our initiatives. We thank them for that. 
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NEW CAMOGIE CLUB BOOTCAMP WEBINAR  
The Committee hosted its initial webinar to discuss opportunities for funding 
and strategies to begin a new team as well as develop a newly established 
team.  Over 50 attendees were present on the call.  The Webinar was 
designed to be interactive in format, allowing attendees to ask questions at 
various points throughout the presentation.  A special thanks to Rob Tierney 
and Alicia Wilkinson for offering their expertise as Games Development 
Officer and Western Games Development Administrator during the webinar.  
 

CAMOGIE CALENDAR  
The committee has been mindful of tracking events hosted by clubs across the 
country.  As we learn about these events, we have been creating a 
comprehensive document listing events to allow optimal participation of 
teams.  The events are also shared on all social media platforms for maximal 
engagement.  
 

CAMOGIE REFEREE FOUNDATION COURSE 
Owen Elliot, senior Camogie referee in Ireland delivered a fantastic two-day 
virtual session where over 40 participants across North America participated.  
During the two days, participants left with a foundational level education of 
the principles of refereeing camogie games. Each member was given an 
opportunity to take an exam following the course and upon successful 
completion, a certification was awarded. 
 

CAMOGIE 360  
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As part of the 2023 USGAA Games Development plan launch, the Camogie 
Development Committee was pleased to host an event called “Camogie 360” 
on April 29th and 30th, 2023 in Baltimore, MD.  This event was an elevation 
of the similarly named event originally hosted by the Midwest Division in 
2022.  Nearly 50 participants registered for the event from 11 different 
teams, including representatives from the Southeast, Philadelphia, Mid 
Atlantic, Midwest, and Heartland divisions. Player experience ranged from 
absolute beginner to greater than 25 years of experience. Baltimore GAA, 
most notably with the assistance of Lucy Prendeville, graciously hosted the 
event.  
The weekend began with a successful day of lectures, drills and half field 
scrimmage scenarios, half of which occurred in an indoor facility due to 
inclement weather. Under the leadership of recent USGAA tutor graduates 
Arthur McCarthy and Mia Jafari of Raleigh GAA, drills were devised to 
accommodate the varying skill levels of players, ranging from beginner to 
advanced.  While Arthur delivered many lectures, Mia was on hand to assist 
as players performed drills, specifically those players who were new to the 
game.  The curriculum for the weekend was partially based on feedback from 
Camogie Development’s webinar launch March 1st, 2023. 
The second day consisted of half a day of 11 sided games played outdoors. 
All players were able to have substantial playing time with live feedback from 
our tutors, referees, and more experienced players.  Players were able to 
participate in 85 minutes of meaningful games. Despite the torrential 
downpours, everyone present wanted to play on!  Ray Rayburn officiated the 
matches.   
The committee sent out a feedback form at the end of the event with 12 
individuals providing comments following the event. Suggestions included 
having additional coaches for more individual attention during the breakout 
sessions, having merchandise available for purchase, and having breakout 
sessions focusing on strategies for each position on the field, among other 
suggestions. All participants expressed interest in returning to another 360 
event in future years. 
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A special thanks again to the Baltimore GAA, including Lucy Prenderville, for 
their assistance with organizing and running the event, Rob Rayburn for 
refereeing and mentoring the Sunday Games, and Arthur McCarthy and Mia 
Jafari for tutoring the event.  This event would not have been as successful as 
it was without their assistance.  
 
Camogie 360 not only allowed camogie athletes from across the country to 
fine tune their game play but also allowed these players to network and 
connect with other members of the camogie community within the USGAA.  
Our goal for the 2024 season would be to host this event at a larger scale, 
ideally located in the central or western part of the country to allow for 
players from all regions to have the opportunity to participate. Continued 
support of such events will further foster the development of more advanced 
game play from all camogie grades within the USGAA and create an 
environment conducive to further growth of the great game of camogie in our 
county. 
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Sandra Holland, Raleigh and Emily Barno, Pittsburgh 
 

This is an event that we will continue to host on a yearly basis and next year 
we hope to take it to the west coast! 
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THE FUTURE LOOKS BRIGHT 
 
The camogie development committee will finish the year with another 
Webinar November 11th to wrap up a tremendous year of growth, 
connection and development. This webinar will give members, players, 
coaches and mentors a chance to give some feedback, ask questions and 
reflect on their season, a space for us  to provide reassurance to our players 
and teams across the USGAA that we are fully committed to supporting the 
development of Camogie in the future with more webinars, workshops and 
nurture the strong bond and connections formed with the GAA and the 
Camogie Association. 
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Hurling Development Committee Report 
 

 

Submitted by Colm Egan 
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Hurling Development Committee report 2023 
 

 
Hurling Development Officer: Colm Egan - Chicago 
 
Committee Members: Noel Mythen - San Diego 
       Adam O Leary - Denver Gaels 
       Kevin Tobin - Baltimore 
     Adam Keplinger - TC Robert Emmets 

 
Planning Meeting and Code development blue print for 2023. 
In Dec of 2022, USGAA held a very productive Code Development meeting with 
our Twinning partners Munster GAA. What emerged from the meeting was a 
planning doc for the Hurling development workgroup and this is a very positive 
step that should be continued moving forward. While much of the planning and 
results will be detailed throughout the Games Development report I would like to 
document some of the Hurling specific action items here. 
 
Tutor Training and Coach Education 
In March this year, USGAA held a Tutor training course available to all divisions. 
The incomparable Paudie Butler and Pat Moore, Munster Master tutors trained up 
20 USGAA based tutors to ensure high certification standards across all of our 
codes and divisions. Colm Egan, Chicago Games development is also in training 
as a master tutor to establish a USA based Master Coach Tutor. While all codes 
will benefit from this Tutor network this is a very positive step for hurling 
development across the Board area. 
 
Munster Workshops. 
In 2023, USGAA held games development workshops in 3 divisions. This is also 
a welcome progression and a Hurling development aspiration will be for more on 
the ground workshops in clubs while utilizing online opportunities for Hurling clubs 
nationwide. If your club can benefit from a Hurling games workshop, please reach 
out! We should be doing more game specific workshops with real world hurling 
learning. 
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Hurling Ref education and recruitment.  
This was identified by The Hurling development workgroup as an immediate 
(and constant) need. 
 
There are also two strands to the 
accomplishments of the year and the future 
needs. 
• Our current crop of Hurling Referees is 
doing a good job and again for 2023 our 
USGAA refs refereed 100% of the Hurling 
games at the USGAA finals. 
• Unequivocally, we must recruit, train 
and support new and existing Hurling Ref. 
If you are a Hurler that wants to stay in the game, Reffing the game you play 
can be a great way on staying involved. The Hurling development workgroup 
are committed to working with USGAA Ref coordinator and our Munster Ref 
trainers to accelerate this progress. 

 
 
 
Tournament and games support. 
The Hurling workgroup identified and supported tournament in divisions and 
clubs across the Board area. 
This financial support from USGAA was augmented by the Global Games 
Development Fund(GGDF) to reach as many clubs 
and games opportunities as possible. A couple of 
items to highlight on tournaments. 
 
• Please do reach out to USGAA games 
development/Hurling development when hosting a 
tournament. 
• Please do add your tournament to the USGAA 
calendar of games. 
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• Please do involve the USGAA Ref coordinator prior to and after the 
tournament as games are a perfect breeding ground for new and existing Refs, 
• Please do promote your games prior and after the event, (people do 
see!)  
 

 
Clubs need analysis and progress. 
An action item from the Munster planning was a needs analysis of USGAA Hurling 
clubs. In Feb/March/April of 2023, The Hurling workgroup held calls (2 
opportunities per division/club) with every hurling club in the USGAA. This was in 
the main very productive and led to some excellent progressions for clubs and 
divisions in the Hurling orbit. For 2024 I encourage the Hurling workgroup to visit 
this again and I encourage every hurling club to use this opportunity to advance 
any action items that you can bring to the cause (your own and national) 
 
 
2023 overview 
• World games 
o Congratulations to all of the 2023 World games 
participants especially our 5 Hurling entities and well 
done to Pearse Og of San Francisco on the run to the 
Final of Men’s Hurling. 
 
• USGAA Finals. 
o Hurling by Numbers 
o Over 60% of the games played at the 2023 were hurling 
§ In 2023 Finals Hurling was the largest % of games played @ 63% of total. 
• In the men’s codes there were 68 games played 
o Hurling 43, Football 25. 
This is a worthy number to reflect our growing number of hurling clubs. 
§ When Camogie is added the number of hurling games increases to 60 games 
representing 60% of the total games played at the 2023 Finals. (100 total 
games). 
§ In Hurling 2023 every game was refereed by our USA based Refs. 
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o Hurling tournaments and nationwide Hurling 
games are steadily rising in numbers of 
opportunities. 
• Is your club taking advantage of the games 
available? 
 
On a personal note, I thank the Denver Gaels and my Kiladangan Club mate, 
John Slattery who ran a fundraiser for The Dillion Quirke foundation at the 
USGAA finals and raised over $6,000 for a great GAA call to action. Not just a 
Tipperary cause but an initiative that will benefit every GAA player in Ireland.  
 
 
I thank my workgroup collogues and the USGAA development committee for 
their continued support of Hurling development. While we did not hit all of our 
goals for 2023, the clubs and the game of hurling in USGAA should be very 
proud of the work that they put into our game. 
 
For 2024, I encourage every Hurling club to continue on the upward trajectory 
and to please engage with the 2024 hurling development for any assistance. 
 
Yours in Sport, 
Colm Egan 
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2023 Treasurer’s Report 
 
 

PREPARED AND PRESENTED BY 
TOM WALSH, USGAA TREASURER 
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A Chairde, 
 

The following are reports for all USGAA accounts for the fiscal year 

commencing on November 1, 2022 and ending October 31, 2023. 

The organization continues to remain in strong financial condition. 

Growth in revenue can be attributed primarily to increases in player 

registration. Expenses continue to be well managed, but are anticipated 

to increase in the coming years, not only due to general increases in the 

cost of insurance or travel, but also in line with the growth of our 

organization. 

Support from the Department of Foreign Affairs, Croke Park, World 

GAA and the Munster Provincial Counsel the continues to be strong, in 

terms of both financial support and development resources. Their 

ongoing support is greatly appreciated. 

The organization greatly appreciates the support of its sponsors: 

Masita, Fenagh Engineering, UPMC and HBC, and sees sponsorship as 

an opportunity for further development. 

This year, the Board invested $150,000 in reserve funds in 

certificates of deposit. With the increase in interest rates in 2023, CDs 

became an attractive, conservative investment. A laddering strategy was 

applied such that $50,000 was placed in a mix of 3-month, 6-month, and 

1-year CDs, with interest rates varying between 4.5% and 5.5%, with 
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principal reinvested upon maturity. Additional changes to our cash 

management strategy, including changing financial institutions from Wells 

Fargo to PNC, should result in increased interest income. 

And while the organization has strong reserves, the Board 

recognizes the importance in reinvesting funds in the membership. In 

2023, the Board authorized divisional operating grants totaling 

$100,000.00, with $45,000.00 divided amongst the ten divisions at the 

start of summer with a second grant of $55,000 in the last several weeks. 

Since 2019, the Board has returned 

$295,000.00 to the divisions in the form of operating grants. 
 

With the growth of the organization and the resources available to 

it, the Board, following advice from its accountants and attorneys, 

continues to develop processes to ensure transparency as well as controls 

to ensure that our assets are well managed. 

Report on the 501(c)(3) Group Exemption 
 

The USGAA received notice that the IRS had approved its Group 

Exemption application in December 2020. The challenges for clubs who 

are seeking to comply with the IRS that were cited in the 2022 

Treasurer’s report remain. Chicago Patriots and Brian Boru (Phoenix) 

have been added to the Group Exemption in 2022. 
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I would like to thank Paul Keane, Caoimhe Butler, Gareth Fitzsimons 

and Susan Pierce for their support on the Finance Committee. 

In closing, thank you to our Chairperson, Bernie Connaughton for your 

years of service and leadership to the USGAA. The organization’s 

financial position is stronger than when you arrived, and we are well-

positioned for the future. 

Le meas, 
 

Tom Walsh 
USGAA 
Treasurer
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BEGINNING BALANCE NOVEMBER 1, 2022 609,440.19$    

INCOME:
REGISTRATION INCOME 331,515.75$      
OTHER INCOME 243,083.31$      

TOTAL INCOME 574,599.06$        

EXPENSES
($488,153.52)

NET INCOME (October 31, 2023) 86,445.54$      

Checking & Money Market Accounts 544,161.98$      
Wells Fargo Advisors Investment Account 151,723.75$      

Total Operating Funds 695,885.73$      

UNITED STATES GAELIC ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION
2023 FISCAL YEAR TREASURER'S REPORT 

2023 TOP LEVEL INCOME STATEMENT

TOTAL EXPENSES

Bank Balances
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REGISTRATION INCOME
PLAYER, SOCIAL MEMBER & CLUB REGISTRATION FEES 331,515.75$              

331,515.75$     
 

OTHER INCOME:
SPONSORSHIP INCOME $43,953.80
USGAA PLAYOFFS INCOME $17,002.88
REFEREE PAYMENT FROM USGAA DIVISIONS/ NY/ CANADA $7,200.00
CENTRAL COUNCIL FLIGHT REIMBURSEMENT $4,684.30
LIABILITY INSURANCE INCOME $9,000.00
ALL IRELAND TICKETS - REVENUE $29,800.00
GRANTS RECEIVED $118,405.93
MISCELLANEOUS $13,036.40

243,083.31$     

GROSS INCOME 574,599.06$     

EXPENSE:
2022 COUNTY CONVENTION ($10,988.50)
2023 CONGRESS IRELAND EXPENSE ($10,084.31)
2023 LGFA CONGRESS IRELAND EXPENSE ($996.62)
2023 CAMOGIE CONGRESS IRELAND EXPENSE ($1,247.14)
INSURANCE - GENERAL LIABILITY/ACCIDENT MEDICAL /E&O ($159,729.00)
MUNSTER LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT MEETING ($12,917.51)
ADMIN EXPENSE ($12,851.58)
BANK FEES ($1,067.97)
REGISTRATION EXPENSE ($9,151.48)
CENTRAL COUNCIL EXPENSE ($4,544.20)
USGAA BOARD TOURNAMENT ATTENDANCE ($8,930.63)
AFFILIATION FEES ($335.85)
2023 SPECIAL CONGRESS ($1,688.35)
2023 CYC EXPENSES ($701.35)
YOUTH ESCROW TRANSFER ($16,400.00)
YOUTH EXPENSES ($7,193.25)
2023 USGAA FINALS (DENVER) ($25,756.32)
REFEREE TRAVEL/ EXPENSES FOR 2023 PLAYOFFS ($9,473.15)
ALL IRELAND FOOTBALL/HURLING TICKETS ($30,038.85)
2023 USGAA CONVENTION ($1,745.94)
WORLD GAMES TRAVEL GRANTS ($45,829.82)
2022 DIVISONAL BOARD OPERATING GRANT No. 2 ($50,000.00)
2023 DIVISONAL BOARD OPERATING GRANT No. 1 ($45,000.00)
MISCELLANEOUS ($21,481.70)

TOTAL EXPENSES ($488,153.52)

ENDING BALANCE 86,445.54$        

2023 OPERATING ACCOUNT ANNUAL TREASURERS REPORT
SUMMARY LEVEL DETAIL 11/1/2022 THROUGH 10/31/2023

2021 OPERATING ACCOUNT ANNUAL TREASURERS REPORT
EXPENSES REPORT
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2023 OPERATING ACCOUNT  
DETAIL LEVEL INCOME & EXPENSE REPORT 

November 1, 2022 through October 31, 2023 

INCOME 
Description 

 
AMOUNT 

 
TOTAL 

PLAYER, SOCIAL MEMBER & CLUB REGISTRATION FEES 
  

PLAYER & SOCIAL MEMBERSHIP $ 315,115.75  

TEAM REGISTRATION FEES $ 16,400.00  

TOTAL REGISTRATION INCOME 
 

$ 331,515.75 

OTHER INCOME: 
DESCRIPTION 

 

AMOUNT 

 

TOTAL 

SPONSORSHIP INCOME* 
  

HBC (2022) $ 14,763.50  
HBC (2023) $ 6,690.30  
Fenagh Engineering $ 12,500.00  
UPMC $ 10,000.00  

 
TOTAL $ 43,953.80 

USGAA PLAYOFF INCOME   

Host Committee Fee (Southwest) $ 14,000.00  
Liberty Gaels (New York) $ 1,000.00  
Annie Moore's (New York) $ 1,000.00  
Le Cheile (Canada) $ 1,002.88  

 
TOTAL $ 17,002.88 

REFEREE PAYMENT FROM DIVISIONS   

Northeast $ 800.00  
Philadelphia $ 800.00  
Mid-Atlantic $ 800.00  
Mid-West $ 800.00  
Central $ 800.00  
Southeast $ 800.00  
Heartland $ 800.00  
Northwest $ 800.00  
Western $ 800.00  

 
TOTAL $ 7,200.00 

CENTRAL COUNCIL FLIGHT REIMBURSEMENT   

Central Council Flight Reimbursement $ 4,684.30  

 
LIABILITY INSURANCE INCOME 

TOTAL $ 4,684.30 

Divisional Insurance (10 DIVISIONS) $ 3,500.00  
Philadelphia Youth (4 Clubs) $ 1,000.00  
Hartford $ 250.00  
Trinity Milton $ 250.00  
Detroit Youth $ 250.00  
Pittsburgh GAA Youth $ 250.00  
Middletown Valley Gaelic Football (Youth) $ 250.00  
Buffalo GAA Sports League (Youth) $ 250.00  
Charlotte James Connolly (Youth) $ 250.00  
Chicago Celtics Youth $ 250.00  
Limerick Kids GAA $ 250.00  
St. Brendan's Youth $ 250.00  
Akron Youth 
Denver Gaels Youth 

$ 250.00 
    $ 250.00 
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San Francisco Youth 250.00$              
DC Gaels Youth 250.00$              
Rochester Youth 250.00$              
Raleigh Youth 250.00$              
Cleveland St/Pat's/ St. Jarlath's Youth (2022) 250.00$              
Cleveland St/Pat's/ St. Jarlath's Youth (2023) 250.00$              

TOTAL 9,000.00$          

ALL IRELAND TICKETS - REVENUE
All-Ireland Senior Men's Football Championship 14,900.00$         
All-Ireland Senior Hurling Championship 14,900.00$         

TOTAL 29,800.00$        

GRANTS RECEIVED
2023 World GAA Operating Grant 43,258.00$         
2023 NCGAA Grant 4,317.00$           
2023 World Games Travel Grant 70,830.93$         

TOTAL 118,405.93$      

MISCELLANEOUS
Interest Inocme - PNC Bank Money Market Account 588.37$              
Interest Income - Wells Fargo Advisors (CD's) 1,723.75$           
Interest Income Wells Fargo Checking Accounts 521.61$              
Wells Fargo Cash Back Awards 1,039.82$           
Reimbursement from Minor Board  (SF, CHI Cul Camp Gear) 7,228.25$           
Appeal Fee: Padraig Pearse- 4 Players 700.00$              

Appeal Fee: Charlotte James Connolly's 100.00$              

Miscellaneous 1,134.60$           

TOTAL 13,036.40$        

243,083.31$      

TOTAL INCOME 574,599.06$      

TOTAL OTHER INCOME
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2023 OPERATING ACCOUNT - EXPENSES BREAKDOWN 

2022 COUNTY CONVENTION EXPENSE (CHICAGO)
Vice Chairperson Flight
Secretary flight (361.60)$         
Hotel (4,397.96)$      
Rental Car / Uber / Parking (707.59)$         
Convention Booklet (Printing) (5,521.35)$      

TOTAL (10,988.50)$   

2023 CONGRESS IRELAND EXPENSE
Flight: Chairperson (575.90)$         
Flight: Vice Chairperson (901.85)$         
Fllight: Secretary (598.05)$         
Flight: Treasurer (824.35)$         
Flight: Youth Officer (581.80)$         
Flight: Central Council Delegate (Paddy McDevitt) (500.00)$         
Flight: Central Council Delegate (Ger Dillon) (563.65)$         
Flight: PRO (793.08)$         
Flight: Registrar (519.45)$         
Flight: Honorary President (613.98)$         
Hotel: Croke Park Hotel (3,344.85)$      
Meals (267.35)$         

TOTAL (10,084.31)$   

2023 LGFA CONGRESS IRELAND EXPENSE
Delegate Flight/Transport (Brigid Murray) (599.30)$         
Delegate Fee / Hotel Room (397.32)$         

TOTAL (996.62)$        

2023 CAMOGIE CONGRESS IRELAND EXPENSE
Delegate Flight/Transport (Sandra Holland) (898.35)$         
Car Rental (210.00)$         
Hotel (138.79)$         

TOTAL (1,247.14)$     

INSURANCE EXPENSE
Player Accident Medical Insurance (117,180.00)$  
General Liability Insurance (35,035.00)$    
Umbrella Liability Premium (4,889.00)$      
Directors & Officers Insurance (2,500.00)$      
Broker Fee (125.00)$         

TOTAL (159,729.00)$ 
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MUNSTER LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT MEETING
Flight: Chairperson (342.50)$         
Flight: Vice Chairperson (587.45)$         
Fllight: Secretary (425.60)$         
Flight: Treasurer (398.96)$         
Flight: PRO (202.00)$         
Mileage: Registrar (290.00)$         
Meals (920.70)$         
Lyft (351.69)$         
Flight: Ryan Finn (SE) (331.95)$         
Flight: Karen Blum (MA) (448.95)$         
Flight: Steve Brennan (SE) (577.41)$         
Flight: Tom Lagan (NW) (402.80)$         
Flight: Rory O'Donnell (NE) (371.00)$         
Flight: Tom Regan (PH) (282.96)$         
Flight: Dina Canlas  (SW) (248.98)$         
Flight: Paul Mulcaire (MW) (487.95)$         
Hotel: DoubleTree Alsip (6,246.61)$      

TOTAL (12,917.51)$   

ADMIN EXPENSE
Postage & Shipping (59.02)$           
Office Supplies (138.70)$         
PKF Mueller (Accounting) (6,377.29)$      
Tierney Lawrence Stiles Law Firm (2,452.85)$      
Gina Luellen Accountant (1,100.00)$      
Quickbooks (75.00)$           
TIME.LY Software (USGAA website calendar) (300.00)$         
Website Hosting Fee (Site Ground) (359.76)$         
Mailchimp (email service) (1,917.43)$      
Sympathy: Cards/Flowers (71.53)$           

TOTAL (12,851.58)$   

BANK FEES EXPENSES
Bank Fees (981.16)$         
Paypal Fees (86.81)$           

TOTAL (1,067.97)$     

ALL IRELAND TICKETS
All-Ireland Senior Men's Football Championship (15,183.45)$    
All-Ireland Senior Hurling Championship (14,855.40)$    

TOTAL (30,038.85)$   
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REGISTRATION EXPENSE
Stack Sports ($1 per transaction) (7,000.27)$      
2022 Refund of Sanction Player Registration Overpayment  (SD Setanta) (400.00)$         
2022 Refund Registration Overpayment (DC Gaels) (220.00)$         
2022 Refund Registration Overpayment (New England Fenians) (60.00)$           
Refund Registration Fee  - Cleveland (100.00)$         
Refund Portion of 2022 Playoff Deposit: St. Mike's (Canada) (660.61)$         
Refund Portion of 2022 Playoff Deposit: Le Cheile (Canada) (660.60)$         
2022 Refund Registration Overpayment (Buffalo GAA Sports League) (50.00)$           

TOTAL (9,151.48)$     

CENTRAL COUNCIL EXPENSE
Flight: March (770.38)$         
Hotel: March (417.90)$         
Flight: May (822.11)$         
Hotel: May (361.90)$         
Flight: June (847.35)$         
Flight: August (1,324.56)$      

TOTAL (4,544.20)$     

USGAA BOARD TRAVEL TOURNAMENTS/MEETINGS
LGFA All-Stars: Flight: Chairperson (432.11)$         
LGFA All-Stars: Flight: Vice Chairperson (412.90)$         
LGFA All-Stars: Hotels, Meals (1,388.87)$      
LGFA All-Stars: Meals (187.56)$         
LGFA All-Stars: Lyft (158.06)$         
San Diego 7'S - Vice Chairperson Mileage (300.00)$         
San Diego 7'S - Vice Chairperson Hotel (628.45)$         
Chicago Referees Training: Chairperson (379.20)$         
Chicago Referees Training: Secretary (425.60)$         
Chicago Referees Training: Treasurer (217.20)$         
Chicago Referees Training: Uber/Lyft/Parking (288.91)$         
Chicago Referee Meeting: Hotels (1,157.12)$      
2024 USGAA Finals Preparation Meeting: Lyft/Parking (217.10)$         
2024 USGAA Finals Preparation Meeting: Flight (427.80)$         
2024 USGAA Finals Preparation Meeting: Hotel (160.12)$         
Junior All-Ireland Trials: - Chairperson Flight (608.96)$         
Junior All-Ireland Trials: - Secretary Flight (400.00)$         
Junior All-Ireland Trials: - Board Hotel (1,140.67)$      

TOTAL (8,930.63)$     
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CAMOGIE & LGFA AFFILIATION FEES
LGFA Affiliation Fee (300 Euro) (335.85)$         

TOTAL (335.85)$        

2023 SPECIAL CONGRESS
Flight: Chairperson (801.72)$         
Hotel (886.63)$         

TOTAL (1,688.35)$     

2023 CYC EXPENSES
Flight: Chairperson (557.96)$         
Lyft (143.39)$         

TOTAL (701.35)$        

YOUTH ESCROW
Transfer to Youth Escrow Account from 2023 Adult Club Registration Fee (16,400.00)$    

TOTAL (16,400.00)$   

YOUTH EXPENSES
2022 CUL CAMP BAGS & KITS (SAN FRAN, CHICAGO) (7,193.25)$      

TOTAL (7,193.25)$     

2023 USGAA FINALS (DENVER)
Trophies & Medals (2,811.85)$      
Footballs & Sliotars (American Hurling) (2,400.00)$      
Admin Supplies (Team Sheets, Referee Reports, Sub Slips) (1,108.51)$      
Admin Equipment (Printers, payment terminals) (346.86)$         
Hotel (13,793.24)$    
Meals (157.11)$         
Registration Expense (wristbands, printer, ink) (1,043.23)$      
Rental car (fee, gas, tolls, parking) (1,148.75)$      
Uber / Lyft / Parking (129.64)$         
Flight: Chairperson (617.95)$         
Flight: Vice Chairperson (332.80)$         
Fllight: Secretary (467.80)$         
Flight: Registrar (324.10)$         
Flight: Central Council Delegate (294.96)$         
Flight: PRO (457.56)$         
Flight: Youth Officer (321.96)$         

TOTAL (25,756.32)$   
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REFEREE TRAVEL/ EXPENSES FOR 2023 PLAYOFFS
Flight: Paul McCarthy (434.00)$         

Flight: Frankie Moloney (600.00)$         

Flight: Maurice Condon (331.10)$         

Flight: Niall Dempsey (465.68)$         

Flight: Scott Cooper (366.80)$         

Flight: Keith Knott (314.92)$         

Flight: PJ Heffernan (422.96)$         

Flight: Tim Flanagan (569.96)$         

Flight:Colm Egan (379.00)$         

Flight: David Czarniak (438.73)$         

Referee Expenses (5,150.00)$      

TOTAL (9,473.15)$     

2023 COUNTY CONVENTION
Flight: Chairperson (370.90)$         

Flight: Treasurer (326.20)$         

Flight: Youth Officer (388.30)$         

Flight: PRO (239.09)$         

Flight: Registrar (421.45)$         

TOTAL (1,745.94)$     

2023 WORLD GAMES TRAVEL GRANT
Heartland Division (20,830.65)$    

Mid-Atlantic Division (8,333.06)$      

Western Division (8,333.06)$      

Philadelphia Division (incl Warriors) (5,448.53)$      

Midwest Division (incl Warriors) (320.50)$         

Northwest Division (Incl Warriors) (2,564.02)$      

TOTAL (45,829.82)$   

2022 DIVISONAL BOARD OPERATING GRANT (2ND PAYMENT)
Central (3,405.34)$      

Heartland (7,427.81)$      

Mid-Atlantic (3,052.65)$      

Midweset (5,322.90)$      

Northeast (8,408.64)$      

Northwest (2,292.28)$      

Philadelphia (3,702.89)$      

Southeast (5,973.11)$      

Southwest (6,733.53)$      

Western (3,680.85)$      

TOTAL (50,000.00)$   



                                      
 

USGAA National Convention 2023 – November 10th-12th 2023 – www.usgaa.org 
 

111 

2023  DIVISONAL BOARD OPERATING GRANT (1ST PAYMENT)
Central (3,131.90)$      
Heartland (5,021.69)$      
Mid-Atlantic (2,404.38)$      
Midwest (4,702.29)$      
Northeast (8,277.80)$      
Northwest (1,880.91)$      
Philadelphia (3,344.83)$      
Southeast (6,308.16)$      
Southwest (6,042.00)$      
Western (3,886.04)$      

TOTAL (45,000.00)$   

MISCELLANEOUS
Junior All Ireland Start-up Funds (20,000.00)$    
Miscellaneous (1,287.95)$      
Lyft/Parking/Uber (193.75)$         

TOTAL (21,481.70)$   

TOTAL EXPENSES (488,153.52)$ 

NET INCOME 86,445.54$     
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Hurling Football
Chairperson 2 2
Vice-Chairperson 2 2
Secretary 2 2
Treasurer 2 2
PRO 2 2
Registrar 2 2
Youth Officer 2 2
Honorary Chair 1 1

Division
Central 9 9
Mid-Atlantic 6 5
Western 11 12
Southwest 17 17
Southeast 17 17
Northeast 21 21
Midwest 19 19
Northwest 8 8
Heartland 16 16
Philly 11 11

TOTAL 150 150

ALL IRELAND TICKET ALLOCATION
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Division First Operating Grant Second Operating Grant Total
Central $3,131.90 $3,827.88 $6,959.78
Heartland $5,021.69 $6,137.62 $11,159.31
Mid-Atlantic $2,404.38 $2,938.68 $5,343.06
Midwest $4,702.29 $5,747.24 $10,449.53
Northeast $8,277.80 $10,117.30 $18,395.10
Northwest $1,880.91 $2,298.90 $4,179.81
Philadelphia $3,344.83 $4,088.13 $7,432.96
Southeast $6,308.16 $7,709.98 $14,018.14
Southwest $6,042.00 $7,384.66 $13,426.66
Western $3,886.04 $4,749.61 $8,635.65

TOTAL $45,000.00 $55,000.00 $100,000.00

2023 DIVISIONAL OPERATING GRANTS
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$73,343.15

128,872.98$  
74.84$  

TOTAL INCOME $128,947.82

$202,290.97

(829.45)$   
(250.74)$   
(483.79)$   

(6,282.20)$   
(24,529.39)$   
(10,590.00)$   

(1,100.00)$   
(3,750.00)$   

(13,743.37)$   
(4,599.84)$   

(646.66)$   
(952.55)$   

(11,881.77)$   
(1,099.64)$   

TOTAL EXPENSES (80,739.40)$       

REPORTED BALANCE AT 2022 CONVENTION

INCOME:
GRANTS FROM CROKE PARK 
MISCELLANEOUS

                                                               

EXPENSES:
GAMES DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE
2022 COUNTY CONVENTION - CHICAGO
2023 COUNTY CONVENTION - SAN FRANCISCO
2022 GLOBAL GAMES DEVELOPMENT GRANTS
2023 GLOBAL GAMES DEV FUND GRANTS 
TOURNAMENT SUPPORT GRANTS
NEW HURLING/CAMOGIE CLUB EQUIPMENT GRANT 
NEW CLUB GRANT
DEVELOPMENT GRANTS
2022 DEVELOPMENT MEETING
2023 CONGRESS
JUNIOR ALL IRELAND TRIALS
2023 MUNSTER COACH/TUTOR TRAINING (CHICAGO) 
2023 REFEREE DEVELOPMENT EXPENSES

ENDING BALANCE $121,551.57

2023 DEVELOPMENT ACCOUNT SUMMARY
November 1, 2022 through October 31, 2023
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AMOUNT TOTAL 

30,417.20$    
70,902.98$    
27,552.80$    

SUBTOTAL 128,872.98$    

74.84$   

SUBTOTAL 74.84$   

Total Income 128,947.82$    

AMOUNT TOTAL 

(829.45)$       

TOTAL (829.45)$  

(250.74)$  

TOTAL (250.74)$  

(483.79)$  

TOTAL (483.79)$  

(1,125.04)$  
(2,112.75)$  
(2,535.29)$  

INCOME:
DESCRIPTION

GRANTS FROM CROKE PARK 
2023 World  GAA Development Grant
2023 Global Games Development Fund Grant 
2022 Development Grant 

MISCELLANEOUS
Interest

EXPENSES:
DESCRIPTION

2023 - GAMES DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE 
GDO Flight 
  

2022 COUNTY CONVENTION - CHICAGO 
Uber/Airport Parking 

2023 COUNTY CONVENTION - SAN FRANCISCO 
Flight: Rob Tierney

2022 GLOBAL GAMES DEV FUND GRANTS 
DC Gaels
St. Louis GAC
Buffalo GAA Sports League
Albany Rebels (509.12)$  

2023 DEVELOPMENT ACCOUNT - DETAIL LEVEL
11/1/2022 TO 10/31/23
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(6,282.20)$      

2023 GLOBAL GAMES DEV FUND GRANTS
Los San Patricios (Mexico City) (1,810.74)$    
Cougars GFC (1,607.17)$    
Middletown Valley GFC (623.96)$       
Pittsburgh Hurling Development Initiative (642.87)$       
Charlotte James Connolly's GFC (4,285.79)$    
San Diego Hurling (1,886.28)$    
Denver Gaels (adults) (1,607.29)$    
Denver Gaels (youth) (2,142.89)$    
Roc City (2,142.89)$    
Syracuse Gaels (261.53)$       
Raleigh Cu Chulainn (2,571.47)$    
Wolfe Tones (Montana) (1,571.45)$    
Houston Gaels (1,607.17)$    
Austin Celtic Cowboys (1,767.89)$    

(24,529.39)$    

TOURNAMENT SUPPORT GRANT
Madison Hurling Tournament Grant (1,000.00)$    
Indianapolis Tournament Grant (2,500.00)$    
Houston Space City (590.00)$       
Southeast Division (Atlanta, Charleston) (1,000.00)$    
Western Division (2022 tournament) (4,000.00)$    
Greenville Gaels (1,000.00)$    
Charlotte James Connolly's LGF Tournament Support (500.00)$       

(10,590.00)$    

NEW HURLING/CAMOGIE CLUB EQUIPMENT GRANT 

Camogie Equipment Grant: Cleveland (550.00)$       

Camogie Equipment Grant: Na Laochra (550.00)$       

TOTAL (1,100.00)$      

NEW CLUB GRANT

Pittsburgh Na Laochra (Phase 1) (750.00)$       

Little Rock (Phase 1) (750.00)$       
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Red Wolves Hurling Club (Phase 1) (750.00)$       

Brian Boru (Phase 1) (750.00)$       

St. Brendan's GAC (750.00)$       

TOTAL (3,750.00)$      

DEVELOPMENT GRANTS

Hurling Development Grant: Little Rock GAC (792.08)$       

Southwest Division Munster Coach/Tutor Training (3,000.00)$    

Camogie 360 (4,201.29)$    

Midwest Division Munster Coach/Tutor Training (3,000.00)$    

Denver Gaels Coach/Tutor Training (1,000.00)$    

Hurling Development Grant: Michael Cusack Hurling Club (750.00)$       

Hurling Development Grant: St. Peter's San Diego Hurling (1,000.00)$    

TOTAL (13,743.37)$    

2022 DEVELOPMENT MEETING

Flight: Ciara Trainor (237.97)$       

Ubers (139.19)$       

Coffee, Pastries, Lunch (457.02)$       

Flight & Uber: Rob Tierney (598.13)$       

Meals (397.90)$       

Hotel (2,769.63)$    

TOTAL (4,599.84)$      

2023 GAA CONGRESS

Flight: Rob Tierney (646.66)$       

TOTAL (646.66)$         

2023 Junior All Ireland Trials (Chicago)
Flight: Rob Tierney (573.99)$       
Hotel: Rob Tierney (378.56)$       

TOTAL (952.55)$         

2023 MUNSTER COACH/TUTOR TRAINING

Flight: Richie Finnegan (403.96)$       

Flight: Mia Jafari (376.95)$       
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Flight: Curtis Buckallew (412.79)$       
Flight: Arthur McCarthy (417.00)$       
Flight: Brian McGlenn (533.94)$       
Mileage: Noah Fitzpatrick (400.00)$       
Flight: Skip Hunter (403.96)$       
Flight: Paddy McCabe (413.96)$       
Flight: Sean Gleeson (352.80)$       
Flight: Ryan Mulcahy (663.40)$       
Flight: Declan Hartney (493.95)$       
Flight: Kevin Tobin (364.95)$       
Flight: Dave Stiles (350.21)$       
Hotel: DoubleTree Alsip (5,856.77)$    
Office Supplies, Food (437.13)$       

TOTAL (11,881.77)$    

Referee Development Expenses
Referee Medals (434.00)$       
Flight: Steve Power (San Diego 7's) (327.83)$       
Flight: Hud Wilkins (San Diego 7's) (337.81)$       

TOTAL (1,099.64)$      

TOTALS (80,739.40)$    

Net Income 48,208.42$  
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DESCRIPTION AMOUNT TOTAL 
November 2022 Interest $1.59
December 2022 Interest $3.13
January 2023 Interest $3.05
February 2023 Interest $2.67
March 2023 Interest $2.94
April 2023 Interest $2.82
May 2023 Interest $2.92
June 2023 Interest $2.82
July 2023 Interest $2.91
August 2023 Interest $2.91
September 2023 Interest $2.82
October 2023 Interest $1.03
PNC Bank Money Market Interest (October 31, 2023) $176.51

$16,400.00
TOTAL $16,608.12

DESCRIPTION

11/14/22 Cleveland St. Jarlath's / St. Pat's ($400.00)
11/14/22 Detroit Youth GAA ($100.00)
11/16/22 Buffalo GAA Sports League ($300.00)
12/27/22 Denver Gaels GAA Club ($300.00)
12/27/22 Philly Youth GAA ($1,200.00)
12/30/22 Charlotte James Connolly ($200.00)

1/19/23 San Diego Youth ($300.00)
1/27/23 Northeast Division Youth ($2,300.00)
3/20/23 Chicago Minor Board ($1,100.00)

TOTAL ($6,200.00)

BEGINNING ACCOUNT BALANCE: 74,792.03$     
ENDING ACCOUNT BALANCE: 85,200.15$     

2023 USGAA  TREASURERS REPORT - YOUTH ESCROW ACCOUNT

INCOME 

FISCAL YEAR INCOME AND EXPENDITURE DETAIL REPORT
 FROM 11/1/2022 TO 10/31/23

EXPENSES

REIMBURSEMENT TO YOUTH BOARDS FROM 2022 REGISTRATION

TRANSFER FROM 2023 CLUB REGISTRATION FEES
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Secretary’s Report 
 
 
 

Submitted by Liam Moloney, USGAA Secretary  
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A Chairde  
 
On behalf of USGAA, I would like to welcome everybody to the San Francisco 
Bay Area for our Annual Convention. Thank you to our Host Division WDB for 
handling the logistics, and we look forward to an engaging and successful 
weekend. 
 
A warm welcome is extended to Niall Erskine, Chair of World GAA and to Tim 
Murphy Vice Chairperson Munster GAA. We are also delighted to have with us 
Micheál Smith the Irish Consul General. 
 
2023 was another very strong year for USGAA. The robust year of 2022 was 
followed with another strong showing on the fields across the USA, with well over 
40 Tournaments approved through our online system once again, 6 Divisional 
Playoffs, Multiple Divisional Cup Competitions.  
 
This culminated in a record number of entrants and games at our USGAA Playoffs 
in Longmont last August. Heartland and Southwest Divisions held playoff games 
for a number of grades in Football and Hurling.  94 Championship games were 
played with 22 USGAA Champions prevailing on Sunday. 
 
All Ireland Junior Football Championship 2024 

It was also a notable year for the decision to submit an application to enter a 
team in the 2024 All Ireland Junior Championship made up entirely of 
Homegrown US born players.  Submissions were requested and a 
Management team put in place. Over 150 players were shortlisted and 
subsequently trimmed to a panel of 80. These 80 players traveled to 
Chicago in October to participate in the Liam Hegarty Cup which would 
serve as a series of trial games. The format was 4 teams with 2 semi finals. 
The Inaugural winners were the Philadelphia selection. The panel was then 
trimmed to 35 players who will go forward to training camp and final 
selection of the panel for Ireland. 
 
See full Steering Committee Report elsewhere in the Convention Booklet. 
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GAA CONGRESS 2023 
The Annual GAA Congress was held in Croke Park. USGAA sent a full 
delegation. Jarlath Burns (Armagh) was chosen as President Elect for 2024. 
 
On Friday all Overseas Units attended a World GAA meeting led by Niall 
Erskine. The 2023 World Games were the main topic of the day. We also 
had presentations on Social Media etiquette and Mental Health awareness. 
The World GAA Constitution was ratified by a Motion passed at Congress. 
 
We also held a meeting with the Munster Council to discuss our ongoing 
partnership and co-operation for the year ahead. More detail on this in the 
Munster Partnership Section of my report. 
 
USGAA also met with Helen O’Rourke of Ladies Football and Sinead 
McNulty of Camogie Ireland where we discussed re-upping the level of 
cooperation and assistance in the upcoming year, this included LGFA and 
Camogie Ireland sending Referees to playoffs. 

 
LGFA Congress 

The 2023 LGFA Congress was held on March 3rd and 4th at the Knightsbrook 
Hotel in Trim, Co. Meath. Brigid Murray, a member of the Ladies Football 
Development Committee, served as the USGAA delegate. Brigid submitted 
the following report: 
  

Congress kicked off with an Integration Workshop on Friday evening 
that began with a video message from President Mary McAleese, Chair 
of the Steering Group on Integration (SGI). President McAleese 
provided an update and encouraging words on the process for 
integration of the LGFA with the GAA and Camogie Association. The 
workshop included external consultants that helped moderate the 
session to gather feedback from participating delegates. Delegates 
shared their experiences within their own clubs and counties that have 
helped shape their views on how the integration can work effectively 
and identified challenges that they believe can arise as a result of 
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integration. Equality was the most notable topic of conversation, and 
will likely continue to be, as the process of integration continues to 
move forward. All information gathered by the consultants was then 
shared with the SGI to help them navigate the benefits and challenges 
that those on the ground level have identified. 
  
Following the workshop, Congress moved into the next agenda items 
which covered all reports, motions, and election of officers. Many of 
the motions passed were amendments to clarify the language of pre-
existing motions. Prior to wrapping up Congress, Co. Clare was voted 
to host the annual Congress in 2024, the 50th Anniversary of the LGFA. 

 
Camogie Ireland 

Camogie Congress for 2023 was held in the Talbot Hotel in Clonmel, 
Tipperary. USGAA was represented by Sandra Holland from Raleigh. 
Sandra has included a briefing in her Camogie Development Report. 

 
Special Congress  

GAA Special Congress was held in Croke Park on Sept 29th. 
USGAA was represented by Chair Bernie Connaughton, Vice-Chair Paul 
Keane and Central Council Delegate Gerard Dillon. 

 
Divisional Championships and Tournaments 

In 2023 Divisional Championships were again held in 6 of out 10 Divisions. 
Northeast, Central, Philadelphia, Southeast, MidWest and Western each ran 
a championship in their Divisions. Large attendances were the norm 
throughout the country for Championships and Tournaments alike. More 
information on winners is contained in the Divisional Reviews. 
 
Over 40 tournaments and events were approved through the online 
submission process in 2023 and teams took to the fields throughout the 
Continental US. Starting out with the Sun City tournament in Tampa which 
has become a January staple and running all the way through to November. 
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Divisional winners are listed in the Divisional Reviews submitted by Divisional 
Secretaries. 
 
A full list of tournaments is available in the appendix and at the following link 
(use the agenda view feature) 

 
 https://usgaa.org/calendar/#start_date=2023-01-01 

 
 
LGFA ALL-STAR TOUR 

Austin Texas was the destination for this year's LGFA All Stars. The Austin 
Celtic Cowboys Club hosted the event and put on a Ladies tournament in 
tandem with it.  

 
WORLD GAMES 2023 

The 2023 World Games were held in Owenbeg Co Derry and Celtic Park in 
Derry City in July. USGAA sent 15 teams across all 4 codes. USGAA was 
represented by Gerard Dillon who was also a referee at the tournament. At 
the business end of things Charlotte JC Ladies won the International Ladies 
Competition while Pearse Ogs San Francisco came close in the International 
Hurling Final. The organizing group did a fantastic job and the 
overwhelming sentiment from all our clubs was the welcome and hospitality 
afforded to them by the GAA Clubs and communities in Derry. Thanks to all 
at World GAA, Niall, Charlie Harrison, Micky Quigg and to the Derry Co 
Board and clubs. 
The following teams took part: 
Combination teams: USA Warriors Camogie and Philadelphia Hurling 

 
Southeast 
Charlotte Men 
Charlotte Ladies 
2 Hurling 
1 Camogie  
 

 

Heartland  
St Louis Hurling 
Milwaukee 
Hurling  
Milwaukee 
Camogie 
Heartland LGFA 

Mid-Atlantic 
COVA Hurling 
COVA Camogie 
 

 
                 
  

 Western 
 Eire Og Football 
 Pearse Og Hurling
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Continental Youth Championship 
 

The 2023 CYC was held in Dublin California and hosted by San Francisco 
Youth GAA.  

 
2023 USGAA Finals 
 

On the weekend of August 19th-21st, 117 teams traveled to Colorado to 
participate in the 2023 USGAA Finals. The venue was The Sandstone 
Sports Complex at Longmont and the Denver Host Committee and 
Southwest Divisional Board did a stellar job. The facility was in prime 
condition all weekend and despite high temperatures the weekend went 
off very well. On behalf of USGAA I’d like to extend a big thank you to 
Michael Schaefer, Eamon Ryan and all the volunteers who had a part in 
staging a great event. 
 
Almost 100 games were played across the 3 days, providing us with 
highly entertaining games and 22 USGAA Champions victorious across 4 
codes. (Listed elsewhere). 
  
USGAA Referees covered all football and hurling games in the Men’s 
codes, with LGFA sending 2 referees and Camogie Ireland 1. Munster 
Referee Manager Johnny Ryan was present to assess and mentor 
Referees along with USGAA Ref Administrator Paul McCarthy. 
 
We were also joined by Larry McCarthy GAA President and by Ger 
Ryan and Bob Ryan, Munster Chair and Treasurer respectively, Kieran 
Leddy Munster CEO, John Joe Carroll from GAA Management, Michael 
Naughton LGFA President and Hilda Breslin Camogie Ireland President. 
Consul General Micheal Smith was also present. 
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With the benefit of hindsight, here are some observations. 
 

● The appetite to participate in the USGAA Finals continues to grow. In 
2023 there were 136 aspiring entrants, however it was necessary to cap 
entries to several brackets. This decision was obviously unpopular but there is 
only a finite number of games that can happen on 5 fields. Our Referees 
were once again stretched to capacity. I will note in hindsight that we could 
have done a better job communicating the realities to clubs, especially those 
who didn’t get to attend, but to facilitate all entries would have required 17 
hours playing time on all 5 fields on Friday. 
 

● Heartland and Southwest Divisions held elimination qualifiers for 
several Hurling and Football Grades. 

 

● The Shield Competitions fell victim to the volume of entries this year. It 
is an expensive endeavor nowadays to travel to USGAA Finals and for some 
teams to get to play in only one game is not a great return on investment. 
While there were some scrimmage games played offsite and at Longmont on 
Sunday, in an ideal world all teams would get at least 2 games. Going 
forward it may be that USGAA Finals get scaled back to a somewhat more 
manageable schedule with an emphasis on promoting and growing regional 
tournaments further so teams can have greater accessibility to meaningful 
games and weekend events that mirror the atmosphere and competitive 
appeal of the playoffs. 

 

● Grading: Looking through the playoff results it does jump out that there 
were a lot of one-sided games notably in the lower gradings. This should 
prompt a review early next year. 

 

● Referees: I’d really like to thank all USGAA Referees for their help 
throughout the 2023 season. 
 

Results from all the USGAA Finals Games are available here : 2023 USGAA 
Finals Brackets  

 
2023 USGAA Champions – see appendix. 
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Transfers and Sanctions  
 

This year 6660 players and social members registered on the USGAA 
registration system.  
 
302 Inter County Transfers to USGAA and Internal Club Transfers within 
USGAA were completed on the PTS System. 
 
102 external Transfers from USGAA to clubs outside USGAA were 
processed. 
 
66 USGAA Inter Club Transfers were processed. 
 
54 Non-Club player forms were submitted. 
 
149 J1 Sanctions for Hurling and Football were processed on PTS. 
 
313 Men’s Sanctions were issued for the 3-month period between April and 
June. 
 
115 Permits and 16 Transfers were issued by LGFA to USGAA and 9 
transfers out of USGAA.  
 
16 Sanctions and 5 Transfers were issued by Camogie Ireland 
  
Almost 100% of all Transfers and Sanctions were processed through the 
online PTS system, with the remaining paper applications being for situations 
not covered by PTS.  
 
Updates to PTS system are currently being explored LGFA and Camogie.  
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Insurance: 
Since the inception of the Individual Player Registration Fee, USGAA has 
provided both Liability and Injury Cover to all Registered players, Clubs and 
Units as one of the benefits of membership.  
In 2023 USGAA had issued and renewed 283 COIs for field and facility 
rental at the time of going to print. 
As of 3rd of November, 17 Injury claims totaling $127,661.26 have been 
settled in the amount of $27,040.42 . As stated in last year’s report, since 
2017 the Injury Policy has Processed claims with a value of over $2.5M and 
paid out approx. $275,000. 
 
I would like to extend sincere thanks to Harry Costello for handling and 
turning around all the COI submittals in 2023. 

 
Sponsors: 

The PRO and Treasurer Reports contain a more detailed review of our 
various sponsorships, but I would like to thank those that have partnered 
their USGAA sponsorship on a National Level for multi year terms: 

Masita 
Fenagh Engineering 
UPMC 

We also thank all those who support our Divisional Boards and Club units at 
local level. 

 
Munster Partnership: 

2023 was a landmark year for the long standing partnership with 
Munster GAA.  
 
Munster GAA made a very significant and generous financial 
commitment to USGAA in 2023 with funding for the TG4 Documentary 
and an undertaking to provide up to $20K in funding for a full-time 
administrative position in addition to the annual Games Development 
and Referee Development programs it supports. 
 



                                      
 

USGAA National Convention 2023 – November 10th-12th 2023 – www.usgaa.org 
 

129 

Starting in December we held a Games Development Planning meeting 
in Gaelic Park Chicago with Pat O’Shea and Joe Carton (Games 
Managers) and culminated with the production of GAA in the Rockies, a 
feature on the USGAA playoffs which was very generously funded and 
supported by Munster GAA. 
 
At GAA Congress in Dublin we met to discuss ongoing projects and also 
the full time appointment of an administrative position for USGAA.  
 
As well as USGAA Officers and GDO Rob Tierney, Munster were 
represented by Chair Ger Ryan, Vice-Chair Tim Murphy, as well as 
Games Managers Pat O’Shea and Joe Carton.  
  
● In 2023 Munster supported our Referee Program. Johnny Ryan 
traveled to Denver and was on hand to mentor and assess USGAA 
Referees. 
● Several Coach Tutor and Officer Development weekend training 
initiatives were held. 
● There were 3 Coaching weekends held in Non GDA Divisions 
….detailed in Rob’s Games Development Report. 
● A Leadership workshop was held in Chicago in March with 
Divisional Representatives. 
● We held several online calls thru September with Chair Ger Ryan 
and the Munster Council Officers. 
● Munster GAA also pledged Eu 20K in funding for the upcoming 
USGAA Full time administrative position. 
● Munster GAA funded the production and logistical cost of the 
Documentary feature GAA in the Rockies. 
 
For 2024 the following areas of training and support will be pivotal: 
● Help with training for Club and Divisional Officers 
● Disciplinary Workshops for those involved in administering the 

Disciplinary Process 
● Games Development and Strategic Planning 
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● Ongoing support of the GDA Program 
● Support for Coaching Development Initiatives in Divisions without GDAs 
● Meet Quarterly via Teams  

 
GAA sna Rockies: 

In April we began working with the Nemeton production company and 
Munster Communications team with the goal of getting a 30 min feature 
together on the USGAA playoffs to be held in Denver in August.  
 
The Nemeton team was headed by Eanna Martin and Katie Nic Craith while 
Munster led with Ed Donnelly (Comms Director) and Dermot Lynch PRO. The 
programme aired on TG4 on October 31st and was repeated on Nov 5th.  
We extend our sincere thanks to the Nemeton production team on a job well 
done. 
 
 https://www.tg4.ie/ga/player/seinn/?pid=6340230988112 
 

Discipline 
 

2023 saw only a handful of cases handled by the USGAA  Disciplinary 
Panels: 
● An overall drop in the number of challenges to action taken by local 
CCCs and USGAA CCCs … Members and Clubs accepting responsibility and 
moving on basically. 
● There were 12 CCC cases at USGAA Playoffs but only one Hearing 
was requested. 
 
A Disciplinary Workshop with Munster GAA will be High Priority in early 2024. 
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Committees 
I would like to acknowledge and thank those that sat on the various 
Committees in 2023, their time and effort has proved invaluable to USGAA, 
and is greatly appreciated. 

 
Hearings Committee:  

Aishling Bryant, Padraig Cremin, Niall Dempsey, Martin Redmond and 
Joe Regan. 

 
Appeals Committee:  
        Paul McCarthy, David Slevin and David Joyce 
 
        Divisional Chairs and others were included as needed. 
 
Bye Laws and Regulations Review 

David Joyce, Padraig Cremin, Steve Brennan, Tom Regan and Paul 
Keane. 

 
Referees Administrator: 

Paul McCarthy   
 
USGAA Liability Insurance Officer:   

Harry Costello 
 
Games Development Officer (GDO)  

Robert Tierney 
 
USGAA All-Ireland Junior Football Steering Group: 

John Young 
John Bridges 
Eamonn Kelly 
Pat Uniacke 
 

Code Development Workgroups are included in Rob’s Games Development report. 
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Head of Operations 

USGAA is delighted to announce the appointment of Robert Tierney as the 
new full time Head of Operations. Rob is a member of the Pittsburgh Celtics 
club and has served as USGAA Secretary, Midwest Secretary and USGAA 
Games Development Officer since 2016. USGAA would like to thank DFA 
Ireland, GAA Croke Park and Munster Council for their help both logistically 
and financially in making this happen. 

Bereavements 

To all our members who lost loved ones and friends during 2023, we offer 
our sincerest sympathies and may their souls Rest in Peace.  

Closing 

I would like to thank my fellow board officers for their work on behalf of 
USGAA this year – 2023 marks the final year in Bernie Connaughton's 5 year 
tenure as Chair and I would like to congratulate him on 10 years of service ( 5 
as Vice Chair) and acknowledge his leaving USGAA in a very good place, 
there is a healthy financial report and initiatives such as entry to All-Ireland 
Junior Football Championship and the appointment of a full time administrative 
position are part of a legacy to be proud of. 
 
Thank you to all Players, Coaches, Divisional Officers, Club Officers, Referees 
and all who volunteered to make USGAA bigger and stronger in 2023. 
 
Again, sincere gratitude is again due to the Munster Council who continue to 
provide invaluable advice and assistance – particularly Ger Ryan, Kieran 
Leddy, Bob Ryan, Tim Murphy, Ed Donnelly,  Pat O’Shea, Joey Carton and 
Johnny Ryan  who supported various events in person. In addition to this 
support, within the GAA organization they are always strong advocates and 
voices for USGAA – and we thank them for that.  
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Similarly, thanks to Larry McCarthy, Michael Naughton, Helen O’Rourke, 
Sinead McNulty, Hilda Breslin, Niall Erskine, Charlie Harrison, Micky Quigg, 
Mark McGovern, Deirdre Hiney, Lyn Savage, Michelle Forde and the support 
of the staff in Croke Park, LGFA and Camogie Association has been crucial in 
being able to effectively administer our affairs this year. 
 
We would also like to sincerely thank Department of Foregin Affairs (DFA) 
Ireland for their continued financial support of our Games Development 
Program and our GDA’S. DFA is also contributing to the cost of the full-time 
appointment. 
 
Finally, I offer best wishes to all our members in their endeavors both personal 
and sporting and for a successful, and most importantly,  an enjoyable 2024. 
 
Liam Moloney 
November 11, 2023. 
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USGAA All-Ireland Junior Football Championship 
 

Submitted by Steering Committee 
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A work group composed of Rob Tierney, Gerard Dillon, Padraig Cremin, Martin 
Kerr, Steve Brennan and Ollie McElhone were tasked with creating proposals 
that USGAA would present to the Delegates at the 2022 Convention in Gaelic 
Park Chicago.  

 

The delegates reacted favorably to the presentation and agreed that USGAA 
should continue with the plans to enter a team in the 2024 All Ireland Men’s 
Junior Football Final. It was agreed that the Divisional Chairs would meet and 
agree on which proposal USGAA would pick and that would define the 
direction of the 2024 County Team selection process. 

 

A Steering Committee was appointed of Pat Uniacke, John Bridges, Eamonn 
Kelly and John Young. This committee is responsible for the oversight of the 
County Team Finances, Logistics and Planning. We immediately started to plan 
the games based model directive that they had been given to us for the County 
Trials / Liam Hegarty Cup. With this model the players could experience 2 levels 
of excellence above the club level by competing in the Liam Hegarty Cup and in 
the next step the selected players would reach the highest level of play in the 
GAA by being selected to an Inter County Team.  

 

USGAA now fully meet the Player Pathway in Men’s Football that the Croke 
Park Development Team have put together as represented in the slide below.  
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The Steering Committee worked with the Divisions who would nominate 
American born players that would be eligible to attend the County Trials in 
Chicago over the October 7th/8th weekend.  

Our Management committee was also appointed of Aidan Corr (Manager) Ollie 
McElhone, James Staunton and Martin Kerr (Selectors) and later followed with 
Louie Bradley (Trainer)  

This committee had the tough task of reviewing the 154 player submissions that 
came from 9 Divisions and 30 Clubs. Through their combined years of 
experience, knowledge of players who came up through youth programs, 
discussing players with managers and evaluating play at games during the 
season and the USGAA Finals in Denver they were able to reduce the list down 
to the 80 players that would be invited to compete at the County Trials/Liam 
Hegarty cup. The 80 players were assigned to one of 4 teams  Players By Team 
That Were Invited to 2023 Chicago County Trials 
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There was an excellent display of talent from the invited players over the 
weekend and they are a credit to their clubs and divisions 

Congratulations to the Leinster team on lifting the Liam Hegarty Cup for the first 
time and it was great to have Maureen Hegarty attending to present the cup in 
honor of her late husband.  
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Phase II of the County Team preparations will be to take the 35 players that 
have been selected to continue competing for a spot on the 26 person roster to 
a training camp in late January where our management committee with have a 
chance to further evaluate the players as we continue on the journey to the 
Junior All Ireland Football Championship in July 2024. 
 

Congratulations to the 35 players from 5 Divisions and 16 Clubs who have been 
selected to continue to Phase II of the County Team preparations. The 26 person 
roster will be decided in Mid-April. 
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The Chicago GAA Broadcast team were able to help us by being onsite and filming 
all games. The insights below show us the reach of the 2 Finals to our audience. 

Thank you to John Quinn, Declan Broderick, Mary Redmond, Annie Redmond 
and Erin Gasser for volunteering their services for our event.  

 

We were also given a directive to design a logo that would create an identity 
specific to County Team Players and Personnel. Masita were engaged all the 
way through this process with design ideas and their artists creating the logo for 
us. We did a test run of this logo on the jerseys for the Liam Hegarty Cup and 
received great feedback. 

  

Thank You to the USGAA Board, Steering Committee, Management Committee, 
Referees, Chicago Board/Volunteers, Chicago Live Stream Crew and Gaelic 
Park for their efforts to get us to this point and we look forward to seeing the 
progress in early 2024. 



                                      
 

USGAA National Convention 2023 – November 10th-12th 2023 – www.usgaa.org 
 
142 

 

 
 

Referee Administrator Report 
 

Submitted by Paul McCarthy 
 
 
 
 
 
  



                                      
 

USGAA National Convention 2023 – November 10th-12th 2023 – www.usgaa.org 
 

143 

Each of the Divisional Referee Coordinators are members of this Committee. We 
held monthly meetings from early 2023 through August 2023. On our first 
meeting we set some goals for the coming year,  

1. Ensure that all our certified Referees completed the 2023 In Service Courses 
for their respective codes. The courses are completed online and include a 
Rules test with a requirement to have 80% correct to pass. Camogie and 
Ladies Football offer interactive online In-Service courses which were 
completed by Referees certified in these codes. 

2. Ensure that new and upcoming Referees gain experience by officiating 
competitive games. 

3. Support tournaments throughout the US by providing qualified Referees. 
4. Liaise with Camogie and LGFA to instruct Referee foundation Courses in 

these codes. 
5. Recruit new Referees and instruct Referee Training courses. 

We did not have regular participation from all Divisional Administrators on the 
monthly calls. The following Divisions, participated regularly on the calls and as a 
result were successful in meeting the goals: 

Mid-West 
Southeast 
Southwest 
Mid Atlantic 
Philadelphia  
Heartland 

The Northeast Administrator had to step aside from the role for most of the 
season, for personal reasons, and understandably was not able to make the 
calls. The Western Division needs to appoint an Administrator and Central and 
Northeast must participate to ensure the success of the Referee Development 
program.  
 
Each month we discussed the progress in each Divisions and discussed 
tournament requests that were received from Clubs and Divisions. The group 
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worked well together, and I want to thank the Administrators that participated in 
the calls on a consistent basis. 
 
The Referee Development program began in 2010 and it is very evident as to 
which Divisions are investing in Referee Education, these are the Divisions that 
are pretty much self-sufficient in terms of Referee needs. We reap what we sow! 
 
We need to do more to encourage past players to take up the whistle, about 
half of our Referees that began in 2010 have retired or are thinking about it. 
This is mainly because they got into Refereeing well after their playing years had 
ended.  
 
We need to continuously recruit new Referees.  
 
It is not as easy as just making that statement, but with a bit of effort we can 
recruit a few Referees in each Division every year. 
 
This begins with support from the Divisional Boards who need to show that they 
will support and protect their Referees by properly and consistently processing 
Referees Reports and adhering to a ‘zero tolerance’ approach when it comes to 
Referee abuse. This includes abuse on social media following games. The 
Official Guide has rules to protect referees, we just need to enforce them 
consistently. 
 
Most of our Referees are male, but this should not be the case as a good 
proportion of our Clubs are female based. We also need to encourage Camogie 
and LGFA members to get certified as Referees in their respective codes. We 
have made some progress in reaching our goal of having our own Referee 
Tutors in these codes and hopefully this will be met in the coming year. 
 
I would also like to thank the following Referees that officiated at the USGAA 
Finals in Denver.  
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All our Referees must be current on their certifications to be considered for the 
Finals Referee Panel. 
 
They officiated multiple games each day and were on the fields from the first, 
through to the last games each day. The whole group worked very well together 
and did linesmen duties for each other when not in the middle of the field. I 
would also like to thank the LGFA and Camogie Association for sending 
Referees from Ireland. They did a great job officiating and were very helpful all 
weekend. 
 

Division Referee   Division Referee   
Southeast Scott Cooper Philadelphia Paul Mc Carthy 
Mid Atlantic Niall Dempsey  Tom Regan 
 Rob Rayburn  Ger Dillon 
Southwest Kevin Mac Donald Mid West Keith Knott 
 Hud Wilkins  Tim Flannagan 
 Steve Power  David Czarniak 
 Jason Ryan  Maurice Condon 
Northeast Frank Maloney Central Colm Egan 
 PJ Heffernan Camogie Barry Nea 
LGFA Sinead Mc Hugh LGFA Angela Gallagher 

 

I also want to thank the Referees that attended the Finals with their clubs but 
also helped with linesmen duties over the weekend and all the clubs that 
provided Linesmen and Umpires for the games, often immediately after they 
were eliminated from the competition. The Referees’ job would be impossible 
without their assistance. 
 
Thanks also to the USGAA for all their support during the year. 

Respectfully, Paul Mc Carthy,  

Referees Administrator 
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Round-up from USGAA Divisions 
 

Northeast: 

Northeast Board 2023 

Northeast Board Officers for 2023 

Chair:  Peter Murray 

Vice Chair:  Greg Lundy 

Secretary:  Rory O’Donnell 

Asst. Secretary:  Christina McLaughlin 

Treasurer:  Olivia Rabbitte 

Asst. Treasurer:  Mark McKee 

Registrar:  Shane McKenna 

PRO:  Aoife Griffin 

Youth Officer:  Gerry Rowley 

Trustees:  Eileen Kerin, Frankie Maloney, Paul McDaid 

Divisional Championship:  The Divisional Championships began the first weekend in June with 23 
clubs fielding 40 teams between them, and 10 cups to play for.  There were 4 men’s football 
championships, 4 hurling championships, and 2 ladies football championships.  The division is 
represented in camogie by the New England Fenians Camogie Club. 

The championships went off successfully and we were delighted to see 2 new ladies football teams 
enter the junior championship with St. Brendan’s and Hartford a welcome addition.  The finals were 
held the second weekend of August and the eventual winners were: 

Football:  Senior – Donegal, Intermediate – Shannon Blues, Junior B – Donegal, Junior C – Sean 
Og’s. 

Hurling:  Senior – Galway, Junior A – Galway, Junior B – Worcester, Junior C – Providence. 

Ladies Football:  Intermediate – Boston Shamrocks, Junior - St. Brendan’s. 
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Tournaments were also held in spring and fall.  Aidan McAnespies hosted the Enda Hamill Cup in 
April with the Connemara Gaels emerging victorious.  The New Hampshire Wolves hosted their 
spring tournament with the winners being the Worcester Fenians.  The preseason Cups were held in 
May with Aidan McAnespies winning the Pat O’Brien Cup and the Boston Shamrocks winning the 
Orla Benson Cup.  In the fall Worcester organized a showcase of Gaelic Football the first weekend 
in October at Polar Park, the home of the Worcester Red Sox AAA baseball team.  Exhibition games 
were held between Worcester and a Holy Cross collegiate team, and an All American Team beat 
and All Irish team in a hard fought contest.  The Wolves were back in October with the Foley Cup 
the following weekend, with the Worcester hurlers making it a Granite State Double.  Next up was 
the Greg Hawes Cup on October 14 with Sean Og’s winning. 

The Northeast Division is also celebrating 100 years of the Boston board with a gala banquet in 
November and a specially designed jersey designed by USGAA kit sponsor, Masita.  It was also 
fitting that this centenary year the Northeast Board signed an agreement with the Irish Cultural 
Center of New England making the venue the home of the GAA in the region for the next 35 years.   

Congratulations to Peter Murray and the committee on a successful 2023, and we wish to thank all 
of the clubs in the division for their hard work in keeping the Irish games alive and vibrant in the 
region.  The AGM will be held early next year as we look to appoint a committee to take us through 
2024. 

 

SOUTHEAST 

2023 Southeast Division Year in Review  
Submitted by Ryan Finn 
 

Our divisional tournaments start at the beginning of year and run all the way through October. 

  

In January Tampa hosted the Sun Coast 7’s tournament. In March we had couple tournaments 
Camden, SC  Irishfest, Savannah Hostess City Hooley hurling tournament. In April Charleston’s Holy 
City Cup and Nashville Music City hurling tournament, Winston Salem hosted the Timmy Cronin 
Memorial Football Tournament In May  Atlanta hosted a women’s Gaelic sports tournament  
Greenville hosted their hurling tournament and Raleigh hosted Oak City Football Tournament. June  
Charlotte hosted Connolly Cup. July Raleigh hosted Oak City Hurling and Camogie tournament. 
Knoxville hosted the Scruffy City Invitational in October. We ended with Orlando tournament in 
November.  
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Divisional Championships were held in Men’s junior c football and junior d hurling. They were one 
game playoffs to decide who was representing the division. Divisional championships Raleigh Junior 
C Football and Raleigh for Junior D Hurling.  

We want congratulate all of our clubs who played  at USGAA Finals Denver. They represented the 
division well.  

Red Wolves Junior C Hurling Championship and Cayman Islands won Junior D Football 
Championship at USGAA Finals.  

World Games we had 5 teams participate. Two division hurling teams and a Camogie team. 
Charlotte James Connolly’s sent a Men’s and Ladies Football. They  brought home the international 
division Camogie and ladies football championships.  

We want to thank our out going divisional board. With out their efforts none of what we 
accomplished has a division would be possible.  

Chairperson 

Steve Brennan 

Greenville  

Vice Chairperson 

Patrick Hughes 

Atlanta  

Secretary 

Ryan Finn 

Charleston 

  

 

Treasurer 

Larre Reeves 

Raleigh  
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Registrar 

Jim Whooley 

Atlanta  

PRO 

Noah Fitzpatrick 

Nashville  

Youth Officer 

Sean Murphy 

Charlotte  

Referee Administrator 

Scott Cooper 

Tampa  

 
 
MIDWEST 
 

Midwest Secretary’s report 2023 
It was a great year for the Midwest with a League and Championship played across all 4 codes, wins 
at the USGAA Finals, a Coach Development weekend held, an Irish team visiting, and, one of our 
clubs heading the opposite way. We continue to extend the season beyond the typical ‘Summer’ 
season with the Al O’Leary Cup in Akron again drawing solid attendance and the Pittsburgh Celtics 
expected to play Washington DC in November. Our annual St. Patrick’s Day raffle was supported 
throughout the Division, providing both clubs and the Division with a nice injection of cash early in the 
season. 
 
Divisional Board Members & Committees 
Chairperson:    John Young (Pittsburgh) 
Vice Chairperson:   Paul Mulcaire (Buffalo) 
Secretary:    Robert Tierney (Pittsburgh) 
Treasurer:    Damon Margida (Cleveland) 
Registrar:    Davey Roberts (Pittsburg) 
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PRO:     Sean Stayduhar (Pittsburgh) 
Youth Officer:    Vincent Beach (Cleveland) 
 
Referees Administrator:  Keith Knott (Akron Celtic Guards) 
 
Camogie and LGF Development: Clodagh Murphy (Cleveland) 

Emily Barno (Pittsburgh) 
      
League & Championship 
46 games were played in the League stage of our competition with a further 16 played at the 
Championship weekend. All 4 codes were once again represented and all clubs took part in 
competitive games. 
 
Our Midwest Finals weekend was held on August 5th & 6th in Cleveland. The host committee did an 
excellent job of facilitating the weekend which went off without a hitch. 
 
Achill CLG from Ireland visited Cleveland for the weekend and played a football match against the 
Pittsburgh Celtics. 
 
Some other highlights for our clubs were Buffalo NaFianna playing NYPD at Gaelic Park, NY, Albany 
Rebels participation in a tournament in Montreal, Pittsburgh competing in the Chicago 7’s event, and 
the Buffalo Fenians on tour in Ireland. 
 
Tournaments 
May:  Cleveland Memorial 7-aside 
September: Al O’Leary 
 
Munster Coach Development weekend 
Comprised of a Football/Ladies football and a Hurling/Camogie coach selected by Munster, the 
Munster Coach Development weekend held in April in Pittsburgh was a terrific event for our divisions’ 
coaches to attend. 
 
Not only did they all get excellent oversight and tips from the visiting coaches, but also had an 
opportunity to network with each other. The camaraderie is an important part of the weekend and 
helps cement relationships between competitors that might ordinarily not happen 
 
We appreciate the work that Munster have put into the project and want to acknowledge the visiting 
coaches: 
Michael Duffy – Clare Games Manager (Hurling and Camogie) 
John Enright – Clare GDA and Inter-county player (Football and LGF) 
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USGAA Jr. All-Ireland football team 
10 players were selected to compete in Chicago for the opportunity to not only win the Liam Hegarty 
Cup but also to be a part of the county’s first ever Jr. All-Ireland team. Our American-born Divisional 
All-Stars were: 
Alex Collins (Detroit) 
Chris Pogue Geile (Pittsburgh) 
Conor Newell (Detroit) 
Danny Coyne (Pittsburgh) 
Davey Roberts (Pittsburgh) 
Nelson Zhukas (Pittsburgh) 
Patrick Newell (Detroit) 
Ryan Dowd (Pittsburgh) 
Ryan Newell (Detroit) 
Vincent Egan (Detroit) 
 
Congratulations to Ryan Dowd and Patrick Newell who now move on to the group of 35 who will 
train over the Winter with the hope of making the final panel of 26. 
 
Youth Activity 
Akron, Cleveland, Detroit, and Pittsburgh all held youth programs this Summer. A competition was 
held during the Midwest finals weekend – it was great to see the kids playing against each other – 
the future of the division is in a great place! Detroit held an event in late August that saw teams from 
Central Division visiting along with fellow divisional team Cleveland. Some of our youth players at the 
CYC out in Dublin, CA in July. 
 
Roll of honor 
Midwest Football:   Jr. D Champions: Pittsburgh Celtics 

Jr. C Champions: Cleveland St. Pats St. Jarlaths 
 
Midwest Ladies Gaelic Football: Jr. Champions: Pittsburgh Banshees 
 
Midwest Hurling:   Jr. D Champions: Cleveland St. Pats St. Jarlaths 
     Jr. C Champions: Roc City 
     Jr. Champions: Cleveland St. Pats St. Jarlaths 
 
Midwest Camogie:   Jr. Champions: Cleveland St. Pats St. Jarlaths 
 
USGAA Football:   Jr. C Champions: Cleveland St. Pats St. Jarlaths 
 
USGAA Ladies Gaelic Football: Jr. A Champions: Pittsburgh Banshees 
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USGAA Hurling:   Jr. D Champions: Cleveland St. Pats St. Jarlaths  
 
USGAA Camogie   Jr. B Champions: Pittsburgh NaLaochra 
 
I appreciate the opportunity to have served as Divisional Secretary. I thank my fellow board members 
and club Secretaries and Chairs for their support and participation during the year. We continue to 
make great strides! 
 
Is mise le meas 

 
Rob Tierney 
An Runai 
Midwest Division 
 
 
 
Philadelphia Division 2023 

Submitted by Paul McCarthy 

The year started with our AGM on February 5th where a new Board of Officers was elected, 

Chairperson   Tom Regan 

Vice Chairperson  Paul Welsh 

Secretary  Paul Mc Carthy 

Asst Secretary Shane Bourke 

Treasurer  Caoimhe Butler 

Asst. Treasurer Joe O Donnell 

Registrar  Kacee Hwang 

PRO   Trish Daly 

Youth Officer Jimmy Simpson 

Honorary President Sean Trainor 

It was good to have some new officers elected to their first term on the Divisional Board. 
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The first tournament of the year was hosted in Wilmington DE, by Delco Gaels in conjunction with the 
Delaware Irish Cultural Club. It was a rain-soaked cold day, but many entertaining games were 
enjoyed by those that attended. The event also served to introduce Gaelic Games to the Cultural 
Club members and others that attended the tournament. I am delighted to report that the Cultural 
Club is in the process of forming a Youth Gaelic Games club with the assistance of our GDA Billy 
Hegarty. 

The Philadelphia Football and Hurling/Camogie 7’s were held on April 15th and 22nd respectively. 
Both were full days of competitive games and thoroughly enjoyed by all that participated. We had 
clubs participating from Mid Atlantic Division and St. Joseph’s University field 2 teams in the Football 
event.  

On April 29th, we hosted an inter Divisional U17 blitz with teams from Boston in both Men’s and 
Ladies Football. This was a successful event and will look to expand it in the coming year to include 
clubs from New York. 

The Philadelphia Division welcomed a full schedule of games for the 2023 season. It was great to 
see all four codes in full swing at Limerick again this year. The year started with our local 
competitions and was followed by the Championship with nearly 40 games played in total during 
the year. It was great to see Delco Gaels Hurling and Camogie field teams this year with Delco 
Gaels winning the Junior D Hurling in their first year. We need to focus on Camogie in the coming 
year, the developing clubs, Delco Gaels and Shamrocks are not at the level of Na Toraidhe and this 
resulted in some one side games which does nothing to help either club. 

 

The Philadelphia Finals were played on August 6th with following clubs crowned Champions, 

Junior D Hurling  Delco Gaels 

Junior B Hurling  Allentown 

Ladies Football  Notre Dames 

Junior B Football Young Irelands 

Intermediate Football Delco Gaels 

Senior Football  Young Irelands 
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The Division was well represented in Denver with Delco Gaels winning the Intermediate Football 
Championship and Young Irelands prevailing in the Junior B Football Final. Congratulations to both 
Clubs and commiserations to our clubs that lost in the Finals on Sunday in Denver. It was a great 
weekend and the organizing committee in Denver did a spectacular job in hosting the finals. 

There was good progress made in the Youth scene in 2023. Jersey Shore started a Youth Club in 
early 2023 and participated in the Trenton AOH Festival to promote the club. Over 50 kids 
attended, and they managed to recruit a few kids from the event. They held their first Blitz in New 
Jersey in June which gave them a good foundation to continue the growth of the club. Glenside held 
an after schools’ program in elementary schools in the Glenside area as a way to introduce Gaelic 
Games to a wider audience and it was a very good success which they plan to expand this coming 
year.  

The Liberty Bell Tournament was held in Wilmington Delaware in 2023. This was the smallest 
tournament since inception due to the restrictions placed on participating teams by USGAA. The 
USGAA Youth Committee needs to do more in providing games for our Youth Clubs in 2024. There 
was much talk about a nationwide Youth Tournament Calendar for 2023 at the Youth Convention, 
but it ended there nothing more was done. Our kids need games and as many as possible 
throughout the year. 

 

Congratulations to the players from Philadelphia who were selected to represent the USGAA on the 
Junior Men’s Football team in the 2024 All Ireland Championship. It is a testament to the Youth 
program and efforts made in Games Development over the last number of years. 

 

Western Division 

Submitted by Mike Nash 

WESTERN DIVISION – SFGAA  2023 

 

After a strong finish to our 2022 season with our inaugural Fall League, the Western Division 
looked forward to the 2023 season. We added two new Board members; Ger McCarthy as 
Registrar and Seamus Collins as Youth Officer. There was great excitement within the Division as our 
Youth Board as they prepared to host the CYC in Dublin in July 2023. Volunteerism and partnerships 
were the buzz words in the West. We started our season in April with our preseason St. Patrick’s 
Cup. As always, this was an opportunity for players that graduated from the SF Youth program to 
gain experience with our adult club.  It also gets all of our local based players out on the fields. Our 
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preseason Final’s in June saw victories for; Tipperary HC v Na Fianna HC, Sean Treacys GFC v 
Ulster GAC, Eire Og GAC v Young Irelanders GFC, and Fog City Harps LGFC V Clan Na Gael 
LGFC.  

Early in the season we were delighted to be contacted by Eire Og GAC (Football) and Pearse 
Og GAC (Hurling), who wished to represent our Division at the 2023 World Games in Derry. This 
was to prove as a great development tool for both American based clubs. 

The second Sunday in June launched the SFGAA Championship on Treasure Island. Even on 
the first Sunday of the Championship you could see we were in for a competitive season of Senior 
Football and Hurling. It was also exciting to see our Junior Football competition back with three teams 
looking for silverware. Due to the World Games in July our Junior Football and Hurling titles were 
secured in July with Young Irelanders taking the Football title with a last-minute goal and Na Fianna 
taking the Junior Hurling honors. Eire Og and Pearse Og headed off to Ireland to put their skills to the 
test on a world stage and they did not disappoint. Both teams topped their Groups. However, Eire Og 
were to lose out to France in the Football Semifinal and Pearse Og were to lose out to New York in 
the Hurling Final. Both clubs can be very proud of their achievements in Ireland and this experience 
will stand to them for the 2024 season, especially with the National Finals being hosted in San 
Francisco. Also, on that very same week closer to home our Youth Board led by our vibrant Youth 
Chairman James Quinn hosted a very successful and competitive CYC in Dublin over four days and 
over 100 games. We wish to thank all the teams that travelled to the Bay Area and a special word of 
gratitude to all the volunteers, especially our local GAA community. 

  The first Sunday in August saw Tipperary presented with the Barry McGrath Senior Hurling 
Cup after a Final with Extra Time. Sean Treacys GFC retained the Senior Football title against a very 
resilient Ulster team. 

The WDB had nine teams travel to Denver for the National Finals; Tipperary Senior & 
Intermediate Hurling, Sean Treacys Senior Football, Fog City Harps Senior & Junior Ladies Football, 
Young Irelanders GFC Junior A Football, Eire Og GAC Junior B Football Clan Na Gael LGFC 
Intermediate Football and Cu Chulainn Senior Camogie.  

Saturday was the busiest day for our SFGAA clubs with 8 of our 9 teams playing. Fog City Harps 
Ladies team defeated Charlotte in their Junior B Semi Final. Young Irelanders were defeated by the 
Cayman Islands in their Junior A Football Semi Final. Tipperary's second team were also defeated by 
San Diego St. Peter's in the Intermediate Hurling Semi Final. Eire Og got their second win of the 
tournament by defeating Detroit Wolftones in the Junior B Football Semi Final (Defeated Setanta in 
QF on Fri). Clan Na Gael got a great win against Boston Shamrocks in the Ladies Intermediate Semi 
Final. Fog City Harps were defeated by St. Brigids Chicago in the Senior Ladies Football Semi Final. 
Cu Chulainn's were defeated by New York Ainne Moore's in the Senior Camogie Semi Final. Sean 
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Treacys were knocked out of the Senior championship by Philadelphia Young Ireland in a very tough 
Semi Final.  

 
On Sunday we saw four SFGAA teams compete for Finals. Fog City Harps were defeated by a very 
strong Denver team in the Junior B Ladies Final. Although the girls were disappointed on the day, the 
club can be proud of their growth and development, especially with US born players. Second up was 
Eire Og against Philidelphia Young Irelanders. These two teams have met on a number of occasions 
over the last decade, and it was Philadelphia who were to take home the Ruairi Flanagan Memorial 
Cup. Clan Na Gael came up against a very strong Aisling Gaels from Chicago in the Intermediate 
Final and it was not to be their day. Although disappointed to lose a final, they too can be pleased 
with the development and growth of their club. Our final SF team was to save the best for last as 
Tipperary defeated Galway Boston in the Senior Hurling Final, which was to be their first National 
title. We wish to thank everyone involved with the Southwest Division and Denver GAA for producing 
a well-organized and fun-filled weekend. We now look forward to a very busy 2024 season as we 
prepare for the USGAA Finals in San Francisco. Our Finals Steering Committee is hard at work led by 
Seamus Collins, Paul Keaveney and Claire Colleran. We look forward to another busy season in 2024 
and the development and promotion of our games. 

 

Your WDB: Chairperson Bertie Penny, Vice-Chairperson Frank McGovern, Secretary Mike Nash, 
Assistant Secretary Aisling Bryant, Treasurer Claire Colleran, Registrar Ger McCarthy, PRO Roisin 
Lyons, and Youth Officer Seamus Collins. 

 

Southwest: 

Submitted by Dina Canlas 

The US Southwest GAA Division had an incredible and busy 2023. It would not have been a success 
without all clubs participating, board members sacrificing many additional hours, and recruiting this 
successful year.   

2023 Southwest USGAA Board Members:   
Chairperson: Michael Schaefer – Colorado Regulators   
Vice-Chairperson: Christopher King – San Antonio San Patricios  
Secretary/PRO: Dina Canlas – Austin Celtic Cowboys  
Registrar: Taylor “TJ” Jensen – Denver Gaels  
Liaison: Wendy LeVine – San Diego Na Fianna  
Youth: Kyle Cottengim – Colorado Regulators  
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Notable Events:  
This year the SWUSGAA hosted many notable events including the final approval of the division’s 
501c3 status and below:  
Social Media Coverage – in 2023 the SW Division re-launched our website in conjuncture with 
2022 launched Facebook page and Instagram (re-vamped) in preparation for all 3 online channels 
to be sources for 2023 Finals information and promotion of the Gaelic sports across the nation. Over 
the summer leading up to Finals, we saw an Instagram growth of 49.6% breaking 1K followers with 
40% of followers driving the follows ages 25-34. Snapshot-   

-Instagram: (May – August stats leadings up to 2023 Finals)  
● Accounts reached 5,491 accounts reached   
● Impressions – 73,432 (May-August) a +334% increase   
● SW Division account visits – 4,136  

April – TG4 LGFA All- Stars Exhibition - The Austin Celtic Cowboys hosted the TG4 LGFA All-Stars 
Exhibition and Lonestar ladies gaelic tournament, consisting of the best of the best of All-Ireland 
ladies gaelic football players and LGFA staff.   
April – Munster GAA Coaches Clinic - In partnership with Munster GAA, the Southwest Division 
hosted a coach’s clinic in Colorado with over a dozen attendees across the division meeting with 
Munster coaching staff to learn and go through practicum for gaelic sports.  
May – West Coast 7’s- Over Memorial Weekend, San Diego Na Fianna and supporting clubs 
hosted the 9th Annual West Coast 7’s – 7-A-Side hurling, gaelic football, and camogie tournament.  
Spring 2023 - Texas clubs hosted the Lonestar Tournament in San Antonio, Dallas, and Austin with 
Austin hosting cross-country visitors LA Cougars Men’s Football team. This season marked the first 
appearance of the Mexico San Patricios Men’s Football team in their inaugural season.   
Summer 2023 – California clubs had state travel with the OC Wild Geese, LA Cougars, and St. 
Pete’s clubs playing through the summer.   
August – USGAA Finals – After a culmination of 2 years of planning and execution, the Denver 
Gaels and Southwest Division hosted the 2023 USGAA Finals with over 120 teams participating in 
the largest Finals to date. Against the backdrop of the Rocky Mountains, the Division and the Denver 
Gaels welcomed clubs from all over the nation and hosted thousands of participants over the 
Denver-Boulder area including international appearances of teams from Canada (Toronto), Cayman 
Islands, and Mexico (Mexico City). The Southwest Division brought 22 teams from across our 
division to this year’s Finals.  
November – Houston Space City Scramble – Post-Finals, the Houston Gaels hosted a successful 
gaelic games tournament hosting Texas clubs, Raleigh GAA, Baltimore GAA, and the inaugural 
appearance of Mexico San Patricios Ladies gaelic football team.   
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USGAA Finals SW Champions:   
● Na Fianna – Junior A Ladies Football  
● Denver Gaels – Junior B Ladies Football  
● Dallas Fionn MacCumhaill – Junior A Men’s Football  
● Austin Celtic Cowboys – Junior A Hurling  
● Austin Celtic Cowboys – Junior Premier Men’s Football  

  
We are incredibly grateful and blessed to have had the support of the USGAA County Board, 
LGFA, Munster GAA and all of our growing clubs across the southwest US.  
 

Heartland  

Submitted by Lauren Delaney 

2023 Board 

Chair: Billy Finn 

Vice Chair: Lauren Delaney 

Secretary: Brian Christ 

Treasurer: Brian Mathes 

Registrar: Craig Wagner 

PRO: Kyle Keesling 

Youth Officer: Caitlin Donohue 

Highlights 

● 4 Tournaments – 2 with all 4 codes represented 

● Munster Coaching Seminar Weekend held in Milwaukee 

● Divisional Playoffs held for Junior C Hurling and Junior D Football 

● 5 Teams represented Heartland at GAA World Games with other representatives from 
Heartland clubs on mixed teams 

 

 

 



                                      
 

USGAA National Convention 2023 – November 10th-12th 2023 – www.usgaa.org 
 

159 

Central 

Submitted by Symonne Fitzsimons 

The 2023 Convention was held at Gaelic Park on Sunday, February 19th.  The following persons 
were elected to the 2023 Board: 

Chairperson - Gerard Doherty 

Vice Chairperson - James Staunton 

Secretary - Tabled 

Asst. Secretary - Padraig McGuire 

Treasurer - Ailish Courtney 

Asst. Treasurer - Stephen Feeney 

Registrar - Lizzie O’Connor 

PRO - Mary Redmond 

Youth Officer - Josephine O’Regan 

The Secretary position was filled on March 31st with Symonne Fitzsimons 

On June 7th the assistant Treasurer resigned due to personal commitments. 

The Chicago Board kicked off the season with an in-house Chicago Cup Tournament, which ran from 
4.23 thru 5.28.  It was held over a few Sundays at Gaelic Park with the winner being the Parnells. 

The Padraig Pearse Football club held their annual tournament - the Chicago 9’s on May 13th.  It 
was at Maradona Field in Diversey Harbor.  Their respective winners were:  Senior Men’s Football - 
Padraig Pearses, Junio Men’s Football - Pittsburgh, and the Aishling Gaels with the Ladies title.  

The Michale Cusack’s held their annual Chicago Hurling tournament on May 29th.  It was held at 
Gaelic Park.  The Winner was Michael Cusacks. 

The Erin’s Rovers held their annual Broomsticks and Brooms fundraiser on October 21st.  A great 
turn out was had, and money raised for breast cancer research. 

Our summer season was an enjoyable one.  There was great competition in all codes.  The summer 
we had hurling back in Chicago, which was great to see.  There was a ladies Cup competition and a 
Ladies Senior Final.  IN the Men’s football, there were very competitive games in both the 
Intermediate and Senior.  We had three Finals and the winners of those were; 
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Intermediate Men’s - the Mcbrides, Senior Men’s - The Wolfe Tones, and Ladies Senior - The St. 
Brigid’s. 

We sent six teams down to Denver for the USGAA finals. 

Men’s Senior Football- Wolfe Tones 

Ladies Senior Football - St. Brigid’s 

Men’s Intermediate Football - McBrides 

Ladies Intermediate Football - Aishling Gaels 

Junior A Hurling - Michael Cusacks 

Junior C Hurling - James Joyce 

Bringing hardware home in the Men’s and Ladies Senior Football and the Ladies Intermediate 
Football. 
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Motions submitted for 2023 USGAA Convention 

 

 
 

Motions 1-8: Homegrown Definition 
Motions 9-15: Team Eligibility 
Motions 16-20: USGAA Finals General 
Motions 21-24: Disciplinary Process at USGAA Finals 
Motions 24-27: Registration 
Motions 27-33: Miscellaneous 
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Homegrown Definition: 
 

1. SUBMITTED BY NA FIANNA SAN DIEGO LGFC 

USGAA Regulations 1.ii.a 

AFFILIATION AND REGISTRATIONS – PLAYER – Player Classifications 

Homegrown: A Homegrown Player is a player that was never eligible to 
participate in minor grade or adult grade with a club in Ireland or Britain. 
Players who have played with a college team, but not a club team in either 
Ireland or Britain are exempt. “Homegrown” will replace all usages of the terms 
American-born and Non-Irish born. 

Proposed Modification:  

Homegrown: A Homegrown Player is a player that was never eligible to 
participate in minor grade or adult grade with a club in Ireland or Britain. 
Players who have played with a college team, but not a club team in either 
Ireland or Britain are exempt. Players who have ever been registered with a 
USGAA Youth Club are also exempt. “Homegrown” will replace all usages of 
the terms American-born and Non-Irish born.  

Eligible to participate is defined as members who have paid their Registration, 
Development and Injury Fund Fees, and who fulfill the appropriate eligibility 
conditions in minor grade or adult grade with a club in Ireland or Britain.  
 

2.  SUBMITTED BY NA FIANNA SAN DIEGO LGFC 

USGAA Regulations 1.ii.a 

AFFILIATION AND REGISTRATIONS – PLAYER – Player Classifications 

Homegrown: A Homegrown Player is a player that was never eligible to 
participate in minor grade or adult grade with a club in Ireland or Britain. 
Players who have played with a college team, but not a club team in either 
Ireland or Britain are exempt. “Homegrown” will replace all usages of the 
terms American-born and Non-Irish born. 
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Proposed Modification:  

Homegrown: A Homegrown Player is a player that was never eligible to 
participate in minor grade or adult grade with a club in Ireland or Britain. 
Players who have played with a college team, but not a club team in either 
Ireland or Britain are exempt. “Homegrown” will replace all usages of the 
terms American-born and Non-Irish born.  

Eligible to participate is defined as members who have paid their 
Registration, Development and Injury Fund Fees, and who fulfill the 
appropriate eligibility conditions in minor grade or adult grade with a club 
in Ireland or Britain. 

 

3.  SUBMITTED BY RALEIGH CC 

Add to the Homegrown section of USGAA Regulation 1(ii)(a) 

Homegrown: 

A Homegrown Player is a player that was never eligible to participate 
in minor grade or adult grade with a club in Ireland or Britain. 

Players who have played with a college team, but not a club team in 
either Ireland or Britain are exempt. 

Homegrown registered players who transfer to a club in Ireland or 
Britain maintain their Homegrown Player Status if they transfer back to 
a USGAA club within 1 year. 

“Homegrown” will replace all usages of the terms American-born and 
Non-Irish born. 
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4.  SUBMITTED BY RALEIGH CC 

Modify the Homegrown section of USGAA Regulation 1(ii)(a) 

Homegrown: 

A Homegrown Player is a player that was never registered at minor grade 
or adult grade in Ireland or Britain. 

Players who have played with a college team, but not a club team in either 
Ireland or Britain are exempt. 

“Homegrown” will replace all usages of the terms American-born and 
Non-Irish born. 

 

5.  SUBMITTED BY RALEIGH CC 

Modify the Homegrown section of USGAA Regulation 1(ii)(a) 

Homegrown: 

A Homegrown Player is a player that was never registered with a club 
in Ireland or Britain over the age of 13. 

Players who have played with a college team, but not a club team in 
either Ireland or Britain are exempt. 

“Homegrown” will replace all usages of the terms American-born and 
Non-Irish born. 

 

 

 

 



                                      
 

USGAA National Convention 2023 – November 10th-12th 2023 – www.usgaa.org 
 
166 

6.  SUBMITTED BY RALEIGH CC 

Add to the Homegrown section of USGAA Regulation 1(ii)(a) 

Homegrown: 

A Homegrown Player is a player that was never eligible to participate 
in minor grade or adult grade with a club in Ireland or Britain. 

Players who have played with a college team, but not a club team in 
either Ireland or Britain are exempt. 

Homegrown registered players who transfer to a club in Ireland or 
Britain maintain their Homegrown Player Status if they transfer back 
to a USGAA club. 

“Homegrown” will replace all usages of the terms American-born and 
Non-Irish born. 

7.  SUBMITTED BY RALEIGH CC 

Add to the Homegrown section of USGAA Regulation 1(ii)(a) 

Homegrown: 

A Homegrown Player is a player that was never eligible to participate 
in minor grade or adult grade with a club in Ireland or Britain. 

Players who have played with a college team, but not a club team in 
either Ireland or Britain are exempt. 

Homegrown registered players who transfer to a club in Ireland or 
Britain maintain their Homegrown Player Status if they transfer back to 
a USGAA club within 3 years. 

“Homegrown” will replace all usages of the terms American-born and 
Non-Irish born. 
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8.  SUBMITTED BY MADISON  

Motion to amend USGAA Regulations. 1 (ii) (a) Player Classifications (p. 4): 

From: 

Homegrown: A Homegrown Player is a player that was never eligible to 
participate in minor grade or adult grade with a club in Ireland or Britain. 

To: 

Homegrown: A player will be considered a Homegrown Player if they 
have never registered at minor grade or above in Ireland or Britain. 

 

Team Eligibility: 
 

9.  SUBMITTED BY COLUMBIA RED BRANCH 
  
Proposal to modify USGAA Regulation 4(b)(v), to read as follows:  
  

(v) JUNIOR ‘C’ – Each team will have no less than 8 Homegrown 
players on the field at all times.   
 
No Sanctioned players are allowed to participate in any Junior “C” 
or lower-level competitions; only Homegrown and resident Irish-born 
players are eligible to play.   
 
Teams from Boston, Chicago, San Francisco, and Philadelphia are 
restricted to playing only Homegrown players in competitions at these 
levels.   
 
All Homegrown players from Boston, Chicago, San Francisco, and 
Philadelphia, who have previously or are currently registered in the 
USGAA Youth and are eligible to play on a 100% American team 
may also play at a higher grade level with another club in that city.  
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10.  SUBMITTED BY JOHN McBRIDES 

Regulation 3. Sanctioned Players 

a. MENS CLUBS ONLY 

Official USGAA or J1 Sanctions shall not be registered later than July 
in Men’s Football, these players with always be classified as NON-
RESIDENT. 

Proposed modification: 

Except in Men’s Senior Football, where 3 Sanctioned Players who are 
registered on or before April 30th can be classified as Resident 
Players. 

 

 

11.  SUBMITTED BY GALWAY BOSTON FOOTBALL CLUB 

3.Sanction players 

(a) MEN’S CLUBS ONLY 

Official USGAA or J1 sanctions shall not be registered later than July 
1st.In men’s football, these players will always be classified as NON-
RESIDENT. 

Proposed Amendment 

Except in Mens Senior Football, where 2 Sanctioned Players who are 
Registered on or before April 30th can be classified as Resident 
Players. 
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12.  SUBMITTED BY CHARLESTON HC 

USGAA Regulation Section 4 Sanctions 

Section C Hurling 

(vi) Junior D-Each team will have no less than 10 Homegrown players 
on field at all times. 

No Sanctioned players are allowed to participate in any Junior C or 
lower-level competitions; only Homegrown and resident Irish-born 
players are eligible to play.  

Change to read 

(vi) Junior D-Each team will have no less than 11 Homegrown players 
on field at all times. 

No Sanctioned players are allowed to participate in any Junior C or 
lower-level competitions; only Homegrown and resident Irish-born 
players are eligible to play.  

 

13.  SUBMITTED BY COLORADO REGULATORS 

Regulation 4. SANCTIONS (c) HURLING (vi) Junior ‘D’ – Each team will 
have no less than 10 Homegrown players on the field at all times. No 
Sanctioned players are allowed to participate in any Junior “C” or lower-
level competitions; only Homegrown and resident Irish-born players are 
eligible to play.  

PROPOSED NEW RULE:  

4. SANCTIONS (c) HURLING (vi) JUNIOR ‘D’ – Each team shall have no 
more than 2 RESIDENT IRISH BORN players at any one time. 
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14.  SUBMITTED BY RALEIGH CC 

Modify USGAA Regulation 4(d)(iv) 

JUNIOR C – Each team will have no less than 10 Homegrown Players on 
the field at all times. No sanctioned players are allowed to participate in 
any Junior “C” or lower-level competitions; only America-born and 
resident Irish-born players are eligible to play 

To: 

JUNIOR C – Each team will have no less than 10 Homegrown Players on 
the field at all times. No sanctioned players are allowed to participate in 
any Junior “C” or lower-level competitions; only Homegrown and resident 
Irish-born players are eligible to play. 

 

15.  SUBMITTED BY RALEIGH CC 

Add a new section in USGAA Regulation 4(d) as 4(d)(v) (thus shifting the 
current v, vi, and vii) 

JUNIOR D – Each team will have no fewer than 11 Homegrown players 
on the field at all times. Only Homegrown and no more than 2 resident 
Irish-born players are eligible to play. No sanctioned players are allowed 
to participate in any Junior C or lower level competitions.  

Junior D Ladies Football will be considered a development grade; Teams 
to be established 3 years or less. 

A Team that wins the Junior D competition at the USGAA Finals is required 
to compete at a higher grade the following year. 
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USGAA Finals General: 
 

16.  SUBMITTED BY SEATTLE GAELS 

Remove section 7 (o) (“All teams entered into the USGAA playoff draws must 
stay in the host city’s designated hotels.”) from the USGAA Regulations. 

Note: The host team could still designate a hotel, and reserve rooms, but there 
would be no penalty for teams or players who choose to stay elsewhere. 
 

17.  SUBMITTED BY MADISON  

Ensure Field Availability 

Amendment to Sect. 9 (Page 21) of the USGAA Regulations.  

Add the following language to the end of Sect. 9 (Page 21):  

The USGAA shall ensure adequate field space for every eligible, 
committed team at the Finals. The USGAA shall provide the following to 
every eligible, committed club no later than 6 months prior to the date of 
the Finals: 

1. Number of fields available for play 

2. Number of teams that can be accommodated by sport and code 
 

18.  SUBMITTED BY SEAN TREACYS GFC 

In a 5 or 9 team competition Quarter Finalists or Preliminary QFinalists in 
year 1 are excluded from the draw for the following year's QF or Prelim 
QF and instead receive a bye to the semi-finals or Quarter Finals proper. 

 I.E- 2023 North American Senior Mens Quarter Final - Sean Treacys GFC 
Vs Donegal Boston. Both these teams would go straight to the Semi-Finals 
in 2024 if qualified.  
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19.  SUBMITTED BY NA LAOCHRA CAMOGIE 

Na Laochra Camogie Club (Midwest) proposes to modify 2023 USGAA Bye-
Laws Section 16 “Substitutes”. 

Current Wording:  

In USGAA games, for Mens Football and Hurling, substitutes shall be 
as per 2022 GAA Official Guide 2.3, with the exception of Men’s 
Junior C and Junior D Football, where unlimited substitutions are 
allowed at the USGAA Finals. 

Ladies Football will be as per Ladies Official Guide, with the exception 
of Ladies Intermediate and Junior Football, where unlimited 
substitutions are allowed at the USGAA Finals. 

Camogie will be as per Camogie Official Guide. 

The number of substitutes allowed in Minor (Youth) Games will be 
determined by the relevant Youth Board. 

Divisional games may be in accordance with Divisional Committee 
Regulations. 

Proposed Wording:  

In USGAA games, for Mens Football and Hurling, substitutes shall be 
as per 2022 GAA Official Guide 2.3, with the exception of Men’s 
Junior C and Junior D Football, where unlimited substitutions are 
allowed at the USGAA Finals. 

Ladies Football will be as per Ladies Official Guide, with the 
exception of Ladies Intermediate and Junior Football, where unlimited 
substitutions are allowed at the USGAA Finals. 

Camogie will be as per Camogie Official Guide, with the exception of 
Junior B camogie, where unlimited substitutions are allowed at the 
USGAA Finals. 
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The number of substitutes allowed in Minor (Youth) Games will be 
determined by the relevant Youth Board. 

Divisional games may be in accordance with Divisional Committee 
Regulations. 

 
20.  SUBMITTED BY FOG CITY HARPS 
 
USGAA Regulation 7. USGAA Playoff games Section (c) TEAM LISTS:   
  
Which currently reads as follows-  
  

At the USGAA Finals, players eligible to play in Junior matches who 
are listed on the Junior panel team sheet for the first game of play 
must remain with that panel until it is eliminated from championship 
play. Only after elimination may the affected player(s) play on a more 
senior panel in the same sport.  

  
We propose that to be in line with official guide part 1, Chapter 6, Rule 13, that 
USGAA Regulation 7. USGAA Playoff games Section (c) TEAM LISTS: Be 
amended to read as follows -  
  

At the USGAA Finals, players eligible to play in Junior matches who 
are listed on the Junior panel team sheet for the first game of play may 
move up to play on a more senior panel in the same sport as long as 
an eligible panel has been submitted for the higher division team for 
the competition.  
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Disciplinary Process at USGAA Finals: 

21.  SUBMITTED BY MADISON  

Amendment to Bylaw 20, DISCIPLINARY PROCEDURES (page 15): 

Original Rule: 

20. DISCIPLINE: The following Disciplinary procedures will operate 
during the USGAA Finals weekend and at Divisional Playoffs, if 
necessary: 

(a) Notice of intent to lodge an objection must be given to the 
USGAA Competition Control Committee Secretary or Chairperson 
not later than 15 minutes after the finish of the game in question. 

(b) Such objection shall be lodged in accordance with the USGAA 
Regulations (Time and Fee) and otherwise in accordance with the 
Official Guide – Rule 7.10. An objection must be lodged with the 
USGAA CCC Secretary or Chair within 60 minutes of the end of the 
game in question. Objections arising from Quarter-finals, Semi-finals 
or a Final must be lodged within 30 minutes of the end of the game 
in question. 

Amended Section A: 

(a) Notice of intent to lodge an objection must be given to the 
USGAA Competition Control Committee Secretary or Chairperson not 
later than 8 hours after the finish of the game in question. If the 
responding club has a subsequent match prior to the expiration of this 
8-hour window, the objecting club shall have until 4 hours prior to the 
start of the responding club’s next match to register its objection. The 
responding club shall submit all requested documentation in response 
to the objection within 2 hours of receiving formal notice of the 
objection from the USGAA. If the requested information is not 
received by the USGAA in a timely manner pursuant to this rule, the 
responding club shall forfeit its subsequent match. 
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22.  SUBMITTED BY MADISON  

Amendment to Bylaw 20, DISCIPLINARY PROCEDURES (page 15): 

(Addition of Section C) 

Original Rule: 

20. DISCIPLINE: The following Disciplinary procedures will operate 
during the USGAA Finals weekend and at Divisional Playoffs, if 
necessary: 

(a) Notice of intent to lodge an objection must be given to the USGAA 
Competition Control Committee Secretary or Chairperson not later than 
15 minutes after the finish of the game in question. 

(b) Such objection shall be lodged in accordance with the USGAA 
Regulations (Time and Fee) and otherwise in accordance with the 
Official Guide – Rule 7.10. An objection must be lodged with the 
USGAA CCC Secretary or Chair within 60 minutes of the end of the 
game in question. Objections arising from Quarter-finals, Semi-finals or 
a Final must be lodged within 30 minutes of the end of the game in 
question. 

Proposed Section C: 

(c) The USGAA Competitions Control Committee, Secretary or 
Chairperson shall formally notify the responding club of the objection 
within 15 minutes of receipt from the objecting club. This notification 
shall include the objecting club’s requests for documentation including, 
but not limited to, the responding team’s team sheets from prior 
playoff matches, rosters or panels, or any other relevant registration 
documentation or player data. 
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23.  SUBMITTED BY MADISON  

Amendment to Bylaw 20, DISCIPLINARY PROCEDURES (page 15): 

(Addition of Section D) 

Original Rule: 

20. DISCIPLINE: The following Disciplinary procedures will operate 
during the USGAA Finals weekend and at Divisional Playoffs, if 
necessary: 

(a) Notice of intent to lodge an objection must be given to the USGAA 
Competition Control Committee Secretary or Chairperson not later 
than 15 minutes after the finish of the game in question. 

(b) Such objection shall be lodged in accordance with the USGAA 
Regulations (Time and Fee) and otherwise in accordance with the 
Official Guide – Rule 7.10. An objection must be lodged with the 
USGAA CCC Secretary or Chair within 60 minutes of the end of the 
game in question. Objections arising from Quarter-finals, Semi-finals or 
a Final must be lodged within 30 minutes of the end of the game in 
question. 

Proposed Section D: 

(d) The USGAA Competitions Control Committee, Secretary or 
Chairperson shall schedule a hearing on the objection within 30 
minutes after the 2-hour response deadline in Sect. 20 (a) above. 
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24.  SUBMITTED BY MADISON  

Amendment to Bylaw 20, DISCIPLINARY PROCEDURES (page 15): 

(Addition of Section E) 

From: 

20. DISCIPLINE: The following Disciplinary procedures will operate 
during the USGAA Finals weekend and at Divisional Playoffs, if 
necessary: 

(a) Notice of intent to lodge an objection must be given to the 
USGAA Competition Control Committee Secretary or Chairperson 
not later than 15 minutes after the finish of the game in question. 

(b) Such objection shall be lodged in accordance with the USGAA 
Regulations (Time and Fee) and otherwise in accordance with the 
Official Guide – Rule 7.10. An objection must be lodged with the 
USGAA CCC Secretary or Chair within 60 minutes of the end of the 
game in question. Objections arising from Quarter-finals, Semi-finals 
or a Final must be lodged within 30 minutes of the end of the game 
in question. 

 

To: 

(e) Within 48 hours of completion of roster audits by the USGAA 
committee, the USGAA Finals rosters of all participating teams shall 
be made available to all divisional secretaries and accessible online 
to all participating club secretaries 
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Registration: 
 

25.  SUBMITTED BY FR TOM BURKES 

2023 USGAA Bye-Laws 

(1)(ii)(a) PLAYER CLASSIFICATIONS: 

"Resident Player:  A Resident Player is any player that is either: 

a) A Homegrown Player, or 

b) Has Registered on-or-before April 30th" 

Proposed Amendment: 

"Resident Player:  A Resident Player is any player that is either: 

a) A Homegrown Player, or 

b) Has Registered on-or-before April 30th with the exception of 
players on Sanctions, they will remain a "non-resident" player; not 
including inter-county transfers." 

 

26.  SUBMITTED BY FR TOM BURKES 

2023 USGAA Regulations 

(1)(ii)(L) REGISTRATION OF SANCTION PLAYERS: 

"No players on Sanctions (either USGAA or J1) can register after 
July 1st" 

(3)(A) MEN'S CLUB ONLY: 

"Official USGAA or J1 Sanctions shall not be registered later than 
July 1st." 
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Proposed Amendment  

"No players on Sanctions (either USGAA or J1) can register after 
June 15th" 

"Official USGAA or J1 Sanctions shall not be registered later than 
June 15th." 

 
 
Miscellaneous: 

27.  SUBMITTED BY TRINITY MILTON 

Submitted by Trinity Milton: 

Change By Laws - BOARD ELECTIONS 5 (h) from: 

(h) Youth Committee: It shall consist of the Youth Officer (as its Chair) and 
8 other members elected by Youth Clubs at the Annual Youth meeting, 
from candidates nominated by the various Youth Committees throughout 
the USGAA. Subject to the overall authority of the USGAA this committee 
shall initiate and coordinate all youth activities within the USGAA area. 

Proposed Amendment  

(h) Youth Committee: It shall consist of a chairperson and 8 other members 
elected by Youth Clubs at the Annual Youth meeting from candidates 
nominated by the various Youth Committees throughout the USGAA. The 
Youth Officer is also a permanent member of the Youth Committee. 
Operating with oversight from the USGAA this committee shall initiate and 
coordinate all youth activities within the USGAA area. 
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28.  SUBMITTED BY CHICAGO WOLFE TONES 

Pursuant to rule 3.1 of the Official Guide “A club shall be held responsible 
for the conduct of its members & known partisans”. 

Added motion to USGAA bye-laws regulations: 

Any club, club member or known partisan of said club that engages 
in a campaign of social media abuse or harassment of a player, club 
member or official of another club shall be subject to Disciplinary 
action. 

 

29.  SUBMITTED BY FR TOM BURKES 

Official Guide Rule 6.12 (b) (v): 
 

'A player who has received a Sanction shall not 
be eligible to play with his Own Club in Ireland (other than in 
exceptional circumstances to be determined from time to time by 
the Central Council) for the 30 days after the date of approval 
of his Sanction in Croke Park but is eligible to play with his Own 
County.' 

 
Proposed Amendment: 
 

'A player who has received a Sanction shall not 
be eligible to play with his Own Club in Ireland (other than in 
exceptional circumstances to be determined from time to time by 
the Central Council) for the 60 days after the date of approval 
of his Sanction in Croke Park but is eligible to play with his Own 
County.’ 
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30.  SUBMITTED BY FR TOM BURKES 

2023 USGAA Regulations - (4)(C)(vii)): 

"All Homegrown players, from Boston, Chicago, San Francisco 
and Philadelphia, playing at Junior Level hurling who have 
previously or are currently registered in the USGAA Youth may 
also play at a higher grade level with another club in that 
division and retain their Junior Status. Players who avail of this 
rule must play with their club of registration in the event of a 
conflict of games." 

Proposed Amendment to the Regulation: 

"All Homegrown players, from Boston, Chicago, San Francisco 
and Philadelphia, playing at Junior Level hurling who have 
previously or are currently registered in the USGAA Youth may 
also play at a higher grade level with another club in that 
division and retain their Junior Status. Homegrown Players may 
not play at a higher grade within the same club and retain their 
Junior status. Players who avail of this rule must play with their 
club of registration in the event of a conflict. 

  

31. SUBMITTED BY USGAA 

USGAA Byelaw 16: 

16. SUBSTITUTES: 

In USGAA games, for Mens Football and Hurling, substitutes 
shall be as per 2022 GAA Official Guide 2.3, with the exception 
of Men’s Junior C and Junior D Football, where unlimited 
substitutions are allowed at the USGAA Finals. 

Ladies Football will be as per Ladies Official Guide, with the 
exception of Ladies Intermediate and Junior Football, where 
unlimited substitutions are allowed at the USGAA Finals. 
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Camogie will be as per Camogie Official Guide. 

The number of substitutes allowed in Minor (Youth) Games will 
be determined by the relevant Youth Board. 

Divisional games may be in accordance with Divisional 
Committee Regulations. 

Proposed Amendment: 

16. SUBSTITUTES: 

In USGAA Finals, for Men’s Football, Hurling, Ladies Football 
and Camogie, substitutes shall be as per the relevant Official 
Guide’s. 

The number of substitutes allowed in Minor (Youth) Games will 
be determined by the relevant Youth Board. 

Divisional games may be in accordance with Divisional 
Committee Regulations. 
 

32. SUBMITTED BY USGAA 

(i) CLUB (a) Each club shall affiliate with the USGAA, through the 
electronic registration system no later than 11:59p.m. PST April 30th. 
All affiliating and/or registering clubs shall be required to have 13 
Playing Members registered by April 30th. 

Amend to: 

(i) CLUB (a) Each club shall affiliate with the USGAA, through
 the electronic registration system and pay the $100 club fee no later 
than 11:59p.m. PST Jan 31st.  

All affiliating and/or registering clubs shall be required to have 13 
Playing Members registered by April 30th. 
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33. SUBMITTED BY USGAA 
 Regulation (1)(ii)(d) : 
All Homegrown players in their first 5 years of registering with an adult 
USGAA club may register with the same USGAA club on or before August 
1st. 
 
Amend to: 
 
Homegrown players who have never previously registered with an adult 
GAA club may register with a USGAA club on or before August 1st. 

 

All-Ireland entry: 
 
 

SUBMITTED BY ST BRIGIDS 
 
That the USGAA submit an application to LGFA for a County Team 
to take part in the 2025 LGFA All Ireland Junior Championship 

 
 

SUBMITTED BY RALEIGH CC 

Enter a homegrown Camogie team into the 2025 All-Ireland Junior 
championship. 
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Officer Nominations for 2024 
 
CHAIRPERSON 

● Paul Keane      St Joseph's    Western Division 

● John Young    Pittsburgh Celtics  Midwest Division 

 

VICE CHAIRPERSON 

● Paul Keane      St Joseph's    Western Division 

● John Farrell    Aidan McAnespies  Northeast Division 

● Peter Murray   Galway Hurling  Northeast Division 

 

SECRETARY 

● Liam Moloney    Sean Treacys  Western Division 

 

TREASURER 

● Tom Walsh    Denver Gaels   Southwest Division 

 

REGISTRAR  

● Susan Pierce    Indianapolis   Heartland Division 
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PRO  

● Caoimhe Butler    Young Irelands   Philadelphia Division 

● Tracy Berliant   Raleigh Cu Chulainn  Southeast Division 

● Mary Redmond    St. Mary’s    Central Division 

● David Slevin   Tampa   Southeast Division 

 

YOUTH OFFICER 

● Gareth Fitzsimons   Parnells    Central Division 

● Eamonn Kelly   Donegal   Northeast Division 

 

CENTRAL COUNCIL DELEGATE  

● Gerard Dillon    Delco Gaels   Philadelphia Division 

 

HONORARY PRESIDENT 

• Pat Uniacke    Naomh Padraig   Western Division 
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2023 USGAA Champions 
Men’s Football: 

Senior: Wolfe Tones (Chicago)   def.    Young Irelanders (Philadelphia) 

Intermediate: Delco Gaels (Philadelphia)  def.   LA Cougars (Southwest)   

Junior Premier:  Austin Celtic Cowboys (Southwest)  def.   Madison (Heartland) 

Junior A:  Dallas Fionn MacCumhaills (Southwest)   def.   Cayman Islands 

Junior B: Young Irelanders ‘B’ (Philadelphia)   def.   Eire Og (Western) 

Junior C: Cleveland St. Pat’s\St. Jarlaths (Midwest) def. Delco Gaels ‘B’ (Philadelphia) 

Junior D: Cayman Islands ‘B’  def. Atlanta Clan na nGael (Southeast) 
 

Hurling: 
Senior: Tipperary  (Western)  def.  Galway  (Northeast) 

Intermediate: St. Peters San Diego (Southwest)  def.  Madison (Heartland) 

Junior A: Austin Celtic Cowboys (Southwest)  def.  Na Toraidhe  (Philadelphia) 

Junior B: Twin Cities  (Heartland)  def.  Worcester Fenians  (Northeast) 

Junior C: Red Wolves, Charlotte  (Southeast)  def.  Indianapolis  (Heartland) 

Junior D: Cleveland St. Pat’s\St. Jarlaths (Midwest) def. Raleigh Cu Chulainn (Southeast) 
 

Ladies Football: 
Senior: St. Brigid’s (Central)   def.  Charlotte James Connollys  (Southeast)  

Intermediate: Na Aisling Gaels (Central)   def.   Clan na Gael  (Western) 

Junior A: Pittsburgh Banshees  (Midwest)  def.  Notre Dame  (Philadelphia) 

Junior B: Denver Gaels (Southwest)   def.   Fog City ‘B’  (Western) 

Junior C: DC Gaels (Midatlantic)  def.   Hartford  (Northeast) 
 

Camogie: 
Senior: Le Cheile, Toronto  (Canada)  def.   Annie Moore  (New York) 

Intermediate: Twin Cities RE   (Heartland)   def.   Atlanta Clan na nGael (Southeast) 

Junior A: San Diego Na Fianna (Southwest)  def.  Indianapolis  (Heartland) 

Junior B: Pittsburgh Na Laochra  (Midwest)  def.  Cleveland St. Pat’s\St. Jarlaths (Midwest) 
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Appendix 1: Review of USGAA 
Byelaws and Regulations 
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