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2024 USGAA Convention Agenda 

 

 

Friday, November 8
th
, 2024 

Evening Session 

¶ 8:00 pm-10:00pm: 

o Presentation of Reports: 

Á Youth Officer 

Á PRO 

Á Marketing 

 

o Old Business 

 

¶ 10:00 pm: Adjournment 
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Saturday, November 9
th
, 2024: Morning Session 

 

¶ 8:00-900am Registration of Delegates 

 

¶ 9:00am  Welcome Addresses: 

- Ryan Finn  Charleston Vice-Chair 

- Tim Murphy  Munster GAA Vice-Chair 

- Brian Molloy  Camogie Uachtarán 

- Paul Keane  USGAA Chair 

 

¶ 9:15 am  Adoption of Standing Orders 

 

¶ 9:20 am  Minutes of 2023 Convention 

 

¶ 9:30 am  Presentation of Reports: 

o Central Council 

o Jr All Ireland Football County Team 

o Games Development 

o Referee Administrator 

o Registrar 

o Treasurer 

o Secretary 

o Chairperson 

 

2024 USGAA Club of the Year 

 

Any Other Business 

 

¶ 12:00pm Lunch 
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Saturday, November 9
th
, 2024: Afternoon Session 

 

¶ 1:00pm Resumption of Convention 

Roll Call 

 

¶ 1:45pm Presentation by Strategic Review Committee 

 

¶ 2:15pm Motions  

Election of Convention Chairperson/Secretary 

Election of Officers for 2024 

New Business 

 

¶ 5:00pm Adjourn Convention 

 

Sunday Nov 10
th
, 2024 

 

¶ 9:00am USGAA Youth Convention 

 

¶ 12:00pm Adjourn Convention 
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USGAA Convention Standing Orders 

In order to carry out the proceedings of the Convention without delay the following 

Standing Orders will be observed.  

1. The Proposer of a motion or an amendment thereto may speak for 2 minutes, but 

not longer than 2 minutes.  

2. A Delegate speaking to a motion or an amendment must not exceed 1 minute. A 

maximum of 2 delegates from one club may speak on a motion.  

3. The Proposer of a motion or an amendment may speak a second time for 1 minute 

before a vote is taken, but no other delegate may speak a second time on the same 

motion or amendment.  

4. The Chair may at any time he considers a matter has been sufficiently discussed 

call on the Proposer for a reply, and when that has been given, a vote must be taken.  

5. A Delegate may, with the consent of rfc Af_gp* kmtc «rf_r rfc oscqrgml `c lmu

nsr*¬ _drcp ufgaf ufcl rfc Npmnmqcp f_q qnmicl* _ tmrc ksqr `c r_icl, 

6. No motion, other than that properly before Convention, shall be considered.  

7. Suspension of Standing Orders may only take place with the consent of two thirds 

of those present and voting. 

8. Any motion seeking to amend or change a Bylaw must have a majority equal to 

three fifths of those present and voting. A simple majority of those present and voting 

is necessary to alter a Regulation.  

9. The Chair of each Divisional Board shall be entitled to one vote. Each affiliated 

and registered Club present shall be entitled to two (2) votes even if only represented 

by one delegate.  

10. The Chair may change the order of the items on the agenda with the consent of a 

majority of those present and entitled to vote. 
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Minutes of 2023 USGAA Annual Convention 

November 10-12, 2023 

Burlingame, San Francisco 
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Friday 10
th
 November: 

Bernie Connaughton welcomed delegates to the Friday night portion of  

convention and wished the best to all for convention. 

 

Central Council Delegate:  Ger Dillon 

Thanks to Niall Erskine and Paddy McDevitt 

Bernie Connaughton also thanked Ger Dillon 

 

Motion to Adopt: 

Proposer:  John Young, Pittsburgh 

Seconded:  Keith Knott 

 

PRO:  Caoimhe Butler 

Her focus was on the following: 

Newsletter:  this was a challenge during the off season 

Social Media:  needs to expand reach. 

Branding:  PR workgroups are needed 

Tournaments:  Focus on regional 

  Goal for 2024 is to expand reach/World GAA NC/M. Quigg  

Bernie Connaughton stated there was great feedback on TG4 

Documentary 

Focused on Homegrown cornerstone. 

Thanks to Munster PR team for all help in 2023 

 

Motion to Adopt: 

Proposer:  Eamonn Kelly, Boston 

Seconded:  Barry Colton, Philadelphia 

 

Registrar:  Susan Pierce 

Susan thanked the board members and registrars. 

Data exceeded pre-Covid numbers. 

A new Registration system would be replacing StackSports 
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  Questions: Ryan Finn asked will new registration be live for Tampa in  

January 

Susan stated that it would be. More will be discussed on Saturday.  

 

Motion to Adopt: 

Proposed:  Barry Colton, Philadelphia 

Seconded:  Seamus Collins, San Francisco 

 

Saturday 11
th
 November 

Welcome Addresses 

Bertie Penny Western Divisional Board Chairperson 

Tim Murphy Muster Vice Chairperson 

Consul General San Francisco Micheal Smith 

 

Bernie Connaughton welcomed all, and noted Paddy McDevitt and  

K_j_afw Fgeeglq ml /. wc_pqª qcptgac c_af, 

Bernie noted it was another year for expansions notably Cayman  

Islands and Mexico City LSP 

 

Bernie acknowledged all those bereaved in 2023. 

 

Liam Moloney: motion to adopt standing orders: 

Proposed:  Keith Knott 

Seconded:  Kevin McDonald 

 

Motion to Adopt: 

Proposed:  Tim Flanagan, Buffalo 

Seconded:  Tom Regan, Philadelphia 
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Youth Officer:  Gareth Fitzsimons 

Goal to maximize participation. 

Support isolated clubs. 

Review Tournaments 

Reinforce CYC 

 

Gareth thanked Josephine Regan and Brian Rodgers for their time on  

the youth board. 

 

Motion to Adopt: 

Proposed:  Annie Redmond, Chicago 

Seconded:  Peter Murray, Boston 

 

Games Development:  Rob Tierney 

Pm` _ailmujcbecb rfc 2 EB?ªq* qr_rcb ?gqfjgle Icppw u_s moving on  

from the position in Boston. 

Rob thanked the coded development groups, Niall Erskine, Tim Murphy,  

and Bernie 

 

Questions: 

PM McDaid asked will the N.E. Division be consulted for the GDA hire? 

Rob stated yes 

 

Bernie Connaughton thanked Rob for 7 wc_pqª qcptgac as GDO and  

congratulated him as the newly appointed full time Head of Operations  

and Games Development 

 

Motion to Adopt: 

Proposed:  Keith Knott 

Seconded:  Dina Canlas, Southeast 
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All Ireland Junior Kclªq Rc_k8 Hmfl Wmsle 

Question:  Eamonn Gormley asked about the logo and branding for the  

team 

 

Bernie Connaughton thanked John Young, the steering committee and  

management.  Stated that funding will be raised externally. 

 

Treasurer:  Tom Walsh 

Tom stated we had a strong year.  Tom thanked Niall Erskine, Tim  

Murphy, Munster Council and Bernie. 

Tom walked through the financial holdings. 

There were no questions. 

 

Bernie Connaughton thanked Tom, stated the accounts were moved to  

Colorado as there is a higher ceiling for audits.  Stated we have a  

strong financial footing now. 

 

Motion to Adopt: 

Proposed:  Pat Doab, Austin 

Qcamlbcb8 Pmpw MªBmllcjj* @mqrml 

 

Secretary:  Liam Moloney 

Questions:   

V Beach had a query on GAAGO discount codes. 

Paddy McDevitt asked about sanction insurance. 

Niall Erskine said he was confident a resolution could be found. 

Tracy Rivera suggested consulting USGAA insurance carrier on now  

having full time staff. 

 

Motion to Adopt: 

Proposed:  Tim Flanagan, Buffalo 

Seconded:  Dina Canlas, Southwest 
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Chairman:  Bernie Connaughton 

Bernie thanked our partners: 

Munster Council 

Niall Erskine with 6 years 

Bernie thanked out sponsors: 

Fenagh, UPMC, Masita 

 

Bernie congratulated the playoff organizers Denver and the Southwest  

Division.   

Stated it was an historic year with the Cayman Islands and Mexico LSP  

coming on board.  Also, the addition of the All-Ireland Junior entry, the  

trials weekend was successful.  Bernie thanked Chicago, Gaelic Park  

and the Steering and Management Committee. 

 

Bernie congratulated Rob on the full-time admin assistant role, stated  

there were 54 applicants.  Bernie stated there may be more full-time  

positions to come.  He thankeb rfc EB?ªq _lb bctcjmnkclr ambc 

groups.  As well as all who make us a success, clubs, divisions, and  

board officers. 

 

Bernie enjoyed his 10 years on the board. 

Paul Keane and Niall Erskine made a presentation to Bernie. 

Peter Murray thanked Bernie on behalf of Boston. 

 

World GAA:  Niall Erskine 

Niall stated this was his final year.  He has been an advocate for  

USGAA and Overseas.  Niall acknowledged Bernie Connaughton and  

DFA for their work.  Niall thanked the world games teams, and all the  

USGAA teams at the World Games. 

 

Niall had 2 terms in office, and it was a pleasure.  He wished the  

USGAA, and the All-Ireland Junior Team well.   
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Club of the Year:  Denver Gaels 

Masita:  CEO Des Smith addressed the clubs via link. 

 

Roll call for voting 

Delegate numbers/voting strength were recorded as follows: 

 

Midwest:  37 

Heartland:  26 

Northeast:  51 

Northwest:  20 

Philadelphia: 31 

Southeast:  30 

Southwest:   35 

Western:   31 

Central:   27 

Mid-Atlantic:  12 

USGAA Officers:  08 

 

TOTAL  318 
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Presentation of Motions 

David Joyce: presented Bye Laws & Regulations proposed tidy up (approved -  show of 

hands.) 

The following was the result of voting on Motions: 

1. Defeated 

 

2. Defeated 

 

3. Withdrawn 

 

4. Withdrawn 

 

5. Failed 

 

6. Passed 

 

7. Withdrawn 

 

8. Withdrawn ( 

 

9. Defeated 

 

10. Failed 

 

11. Passed 

 

12. Passed 

 

13. Withdrawn 

 

14. Withdrawn 

 

15. Withdrawn 

 

16. Withdrawn 

17. Withdrawn 

 

18. Passed 

 

19. Passed 

 

20. Passed 

 

21. Withdrawn 

 

22. Withdrawn 

23. Withdrawn 

 

24. Withdrawn 

 

25. Defeated 

 

26. Defeated 

 

27. Defeated 

 

28. Passed 

 

29. Passed 

 

30. Withdrawn 

 

31. Withdrawn 

 

32. Passed 

 

33. Passed 
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Election of Officers 

Chairperson:  Paul Keane defeated John Young 

 

Vice Chairperson:  Peter Murray 

 

Secretary:  Liam Moloney 

 

Treasurer:  Tom Walsh 

 

Registrar:  Susan Pierce 

 

Pro:  Mary Redmond defeated Caoimhe Butler/Tracy Berliant 

 

Youth Officer:  Gareth Fitzsimons 

 

Central Council Delegate:  Ger Dillon 

 

New Business 

New board was seated. 

Paul Keane thanked Niall Erskine and Tim Murphy and the tellers. 

Paul congratulated the new officer, Peter, and Mary. 

Paul thanked Berne and Caoimhe and commiserated with John Young. 

 

Honorary President:  Pat Uniacke 

 

2024 Convention:  Charleston 

 

2024 Playoffs:  Seamus Collins spoke on behalf of Western Host Committee 

 

All Ireland Junior Team:  will need a buy-in from all 10 divisions. 

 

Meeting Adjourned 
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Youth Officer Report 

Submitted by Gareth Fitzsimons 

USGAA Youth Officer  
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Youth Officers Report 

 

2024 Officers 

Chairperson - Gareth Fitzsimons  Chicago 

Vice Chairperson ® Eamonn Kelly  Boston 

Secretary - Maureen Cairns   Philadelphia 

Registrar ® Kerri Hanley    Boston 

Treasurer ® Jgxxgc MªAmllmp   Chicago 

P.R.O - Trish Daly     Philadelphia 

Dev. Officer - Olive Keavney   San Francisco 

 

I want to start by thanking USGAA and my fellow Youth Committee Officers for all 

their hard work and efforts over the past 12 months. Most of our Youth officers are 

just finishing their first year in their positions and have brought a lot of fresh ideas 

and put in so much work into their roles, I'm looking forward to seeing their efforts 

continue into 2025. 

 

Registration 

Our registered numbers this past 12 months are around twelve hundred kids, which 

is where we have been over the last few years. There was a new registration system 

put in place by USGAA with a teething problem, we have managed to get all of the 

previous clubs into the system. We feel that these numbers are not consistent with the 

youth activities around all of the divisions. We are seeing a trend around divisions 

where youth activities are starting and either stumbling or stopping all together. This 

is an issue that we are going to prioritize and have had discussions on how we are 

going to address it. We need to figure out if it is communication issues, lack of funds 

/ support, or volunteer help. Some divisions are availing themselves of Global Games 

Funding and are setting up youth activities but are not following through with 

registration or reaching out for help or advice to see if or where assistance can come 

from. As concerning as this is, we are committed to reaching out across our Divisions 

to find out what needs to be done to solve this 
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Tournaments and Games 

One of the main discussions at the 2023 Convention was how to maximize player 

participation. It was agreed that we need to push more tournaments ® so the kids can 

get more games. I feel this goal was achieved to a certain extent. We had approved 

USGAA tournaments in Boston, Philadelphia, Cleveland, Chicago, Detroit, and 

Southwest. These tournaments not only afford local kids the opportunity for game-

based activities, but they were also there for new families to engage with local clubs 

to see what they had to offer. These are tournaments that we are trying to financially 

support and will be committed to do again in 2025. I feel as a whole we can definitely 

do better by promoting these before and after. Maybe some questions we need to ask 

are can we do more to encourage participation? Are the dates correct or conflicting? 

Are you getting or being offered enough support? What can we do to offer more in 

other areas? In most tournaments, participating teams have included clubs from 

Canada and New York. This is great and we need to keep an open relationship with 

them if it helps increase participation and additional games. Outside of tournaments 

held we still have local games programs that are set up in Chicago, Boston, Philly, 

and San Fran. I want to thank all the divisions and clubs that have helped organize 

these tournaments. It is your work that helps keep these games going.  

 

CYC 

CYC was a huge success this year in Boston with over 200 teams competing from all 

three counties. The number of kids competing is growing again since Covid shut us 

down. It is encouraging that what was agreed upon in Boston 18 months ago, that 

this should be the flagship tournament, and all other tournaments are built around it. 

I am glad that it is coming back to what it once was with USGAA teams growing 

every year. Thanks to the Boston host committee and the Steering Committee for an 

excellent four days of competition. Looking forward to Chicago 2025 and 

Philadelphia 2026 
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USGAA County Team 

2024 saw a USGAA team compete in an All-Ireland Competition for the first time 

ever. Although no silverware was won, the management and players did us proud. 

The most encouraging aspect of this is the fact that well over 95% of the players have 

come up through our youth system. With this now in place, I feel that our goals should 

be a pathway for all our players to strive for. Well done to the steering committee for 

overseeing this event.  

 

Development 

Games development that is currently going on around the country at the minute is 

immense, this is in both Adult and Youth as we will see in other reports over the 

weekend. The number of American born participation in our games is increasing 

every year. This is leading to new clubs being formed at all levels.  

Currently our biggest concern is the retention of 14®18-year-olds. Discussions have 

begun with the idea of creating development squads around these age groups to see 

if we can help curtail the drop off.  

We are discussing the idea of a tournament for both boys and girls in the age group 

of 16-18. This will start with football, with the intention and hope to grow in all codes. 

This is an age where our kids are limited to games, especially if they are not involved 

with an adult club in their area. With the help of USGAA, Games Development, Youth 

Committee, and of course the clubs we will be working hard on this topic of player 

retention. 

 

Feile 

Feile continues to be a huge draw for some of our clubs / divisions. Participation in 

this event is a good way to keep kids at this age group involved in Gaelic games. This 

year we had five teams participate all over Ireland (San Francisco Hurling and Girls 

Football, Boston ® Boys and Girls Football, Philadelphia ® Girls Football). I would like 

to congratulate all involved on a huge undertaking in getting their teams there with 

fundraising among other logistics. I know all the above are planning on traveling 

again in 2025, along with Chicago Boys Football. Good Luck in 2025 
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Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to thank each and every one that has been 

involved in youth activities this past year. To all the clubs, coaches, and parents that 

dedicate so much time to our sports. A special thank you to all our volunteers and 

especially the referees that make the games happen, it shouldn't be, but it is sometimes 

a thankless job.  Keep up the good work. Looking forward to a busy year ahead and 

working with a great committee.  
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Registration Report 

Submitted by Susan Pierce, 

USGAA Registrar 
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Pcegqrp_pªq Pcnmpr 

The major milestones for 2024 included the research, selection, implementation, and 

launch of a new registration system in SportsEngine. While the launch was March 

3rf* hsqr 04 b_wqª qfw md rfc dgpqr pcegqrp_rgml bc_bjglc* gr uclr tcpw ucjj ugrf _

registration load in the first 50 days that was in jglc ugrf npctgmsq wc_pªq lsk`cpq* 

 

Training videos, process walk through documents, and office hours were some of the 

ways the membership was supported in acclimating to the new system. Office hours 

ran weekly from launch through calendar year end, with a bump to bi-weekly & with 

special extra sessions near registration deadlines. Of the roughly 150ish questions or 

issues raised at office hours or via email, less than 5 of those were technical flaws in 

the system itself as opposed to user errors as we learned to use it properly. 

 

SportsEngine was selected specifically for its ability to accommodate our volume and 

membership variances, to differentiate our player classification and multiple 

registration types, to cleanly allow for Club Affiliation & Adult & Youth Registration, 

to collect and flexibly report on all data collected. 

 

The first year focus was on successful implementation and launch with Adult and Youth 

Membership as priority. The upcoming year will focus on education and use for Club 

Affiliation and Automated Finals Rostering. 

 

Overall growth in membership was down this year, led by registration decreases of 

various sizes in Central, Heartland, Northeast, Philadelphia, and Western. There are 

no statistically worrying drops in any particular category - essentially, it appears these 

decreases are primarily led by a cleaner registration process leading to fewer errors 

and duplications in registration ® particularly in dual players. 

 

This can be seen most heavily in our divisions where dual players are typically in 

separate clubs, rather than those divisions that are more populated with the one club 

model. 

 

The only clear area where there is a tangible decrease is the number of overall 

Sanction players, which dropped from over 400 in 2022 and 2023 to 296 in 2024.  
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USGAA Totals 



                                    Χ. .          Χ           .. 
 

USGAA National Convention 2024 ς November 8th-10th 2024 ς www.usgaa.org 
 
28 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year over year  
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code by individual  

Member demographics 
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Central Division 
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Central Division 
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Heartland Division 
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Heartland Division 
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Mid -Atlantic Division  
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Mid -Atlantic Division  
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Midwest Division 
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Midwest Division 



                                    Χ. .          Χ           .. 
 

USGAA National Convention 2024 ς November 8th-10th 2024 ς www.usgaa.org 
 
38 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Northeast Division 
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Northeast Division 
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Northwest Division 
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Northwest Division 
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Philadelphia Division 
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Philadelphia Division 



                                    Χ. .          Χ           .. 
 

USGAA National Convention 2024 ς November 8th-10th 2024 ς www.usgaa.org 
 
44 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Southeast Division 
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Southeast Division 
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Southwest Division 
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Southwest Division 
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Western Division 
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Western Division 
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USGAA PRO Report 

Submitted by Mary Redmond 

USGAA PRO 
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PRO Report 2024 

Social Media 

SQE??ªq social media platforms all saw an increase in followers this year: 

FACEBOOK  2023:  7,800  2024:  8,700 

INSTAGRAM  2023:  3,100  2024:  3,807 

X (Twitter)   2023:  Unknown  2024:  4,400 

 

This year, USGAA started a YouTube Channel (@usgaa1) and currently has 136 

subscribers.  Much of the posted content revolves around the USGAA Jr. All-Ireland Kclªq 

Football Team and promo videos.  We would ask clubs/divisions to submit content to be 

posted on the page. 

 

A private group was set up on Facebook for club and divisional PROs (USGAA PRO 

Forum) to use as a source to promote club events and ask questions.  Please have your 

Club and Divisional PROs request access if they f_tclªr done so already. 

 

NUACHT - USGAA Newsletter 

This year, a new version of our newsletter was created and we are pleased to report that 

it averages a 61.44% open rate, which is significantly higher than the average open rate 

for newsletters - estimated to be between 17% - 28%.  NUACHT is delivered to over 9,000 

recipients and is a valuable resource for clubs to promote and/or  report on their events 

and achievements.  We would encourage all clubs& divisions to utilize this promotional 

tool.  
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Tournaments 

There were over 40 tournaments held by clubs this year across our County.  One of the 

major inaugural tournaments was the North American Senior Hurling Challenge.  This 

was held in Chicago Gaelic Park on July 20th and 21st.  Six clubs from USGAA and 

Canada GAA competed for the Sheamus Howlin Memorial Cup.  They were Tipperary 

San Francisco, JP Pw_lªq Vancouver, CuChulainn Vancouver, Fr. Rmkªq Boston, Na 

Fianna San Francisco, and Windy City.  The tournament was live streamed on USGAA 

and Chicago E??ªq Facebook and YouTube Channels with great success - 36,283 reach 

on Facebook and 5,561 views on YouTube.  Plans are already set to for July 11, 12 & 

13, 2025 to hold the tournament again with more clubs expected to participate.  

Congratulations to Na Fianna San Francisco on winning this tournament in 2024!  

 

USGAA Finals 

Over the weekend of August 16-18th, San Francisco hosted the USGAA Finals at Parc 

na nGael on Treasure Island and also in Boxer Stadium at Balboa Park.  Around 100 

teams competed in 90 matches to claim the coveted USGAA title in all four codes.  Results 

can be found on our website, www.usgaa.org.  Thank you to the host committee for their 

hard work in organizing the facilities and we look forward to Philadelphia for the 2025 

USGAA Finals. 

Pictured are the St. @pgegbªq and the Wolfe Tones of Chicago at the USGAA Finals in San Francisco.  Between these two clubs, they have 

won five Senior Football Titles in the last 3 years. 

 



                                      
 

USGAA National Convention 2024 ς November 8th-10th 2024 ς www.usgaa.org 
 
54 

Camogie 

This year, the Camogie Association is celebrating 120 Years.  One of the major camogie 

events within USGAA was the Camogie 360 which was hosted by Atlanta GAA in March.  

This was organized by the USGAA Camogie Workgroup in conjunction with the 

Southeast Division and Atlanta GAA. The event was a huge success with almost 60 

players from across our County taking part.  The skill sessions were meticulously formatted 

to suit both newcomers and advanced players.  This event, now in its third year, has 

proven to be a tremendous success for the promoting, growth and development of 

Camogie within USGAA.  Well done to all of those involved! 

 

USGAA JR. Mclªq Football County Ireland Team 

History was made this past July as the USGAA Jr. Kclªq Football team competed, for the 

first time, in the All Ireland Championship.  Years of preparation and collaboration finally 

came to fruition as the team made their debut in Abbotstown in Dublin against London 

on Friday, July 12th.  Unfortunately, USGAA lost by a single point in the All Ireland Semi 

Final:  USGAA 0-10  London 1-08. 
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Countless hours were devoted to preparing this team for the Championship.  Three stages 

of Trials were held - Chicago in October 2023, St. Petersburg in January 2024, 

Philadelphia in March and Boston in May (match against Boston Select) and June (match 

against Oscclªq University Belfast).  Thank you to all of the host cities! The team was 

selected in March, which was no easy task. 

 

The team selected was the following: 

 

Aaron Corr - Delco Gaels Philadelphia 

Brian McDaid - Delco Gaels 

Philadelphia 

Charlie Sheehan - Delco Gaels, Phil 

CJ McNally - Kevin @_ppwªq Philadelphia 

Conor Bradley - Delco Gaels 

Philadelphia 

Declan Kelly -  Wolfe Tones Chicago 

Dylan Murtagh - Wolfe Tones Boston 

Eoin Gormley -Aidan McAnespies 

Boston 

Eoin Morrissey - Galway Boston 

Jack Lynch (Captain) - Cork Boston 

Jake Rispin - Wolfe Tones Chicago 

Jude Morgan - Delco Gaels Philadelphia 

Kevin Hegarty - Delco Gaels 

Philadelphia 

Mark Dunphy - Eire Og San Francisco 

Michael Hegarty - Delco Gaels, Phil 

Michael Kerr - Connemara Gaels Boston 

Michael Moylan - Galway Boston 

Oisin Fagan - Eire Og San Francisco 

Owen Sheehan - Delco Gaels 

Philadelphia 

Owen Ward - Aidan McAnespies 

Boston 

Pat Newell - Wolfe Tones Detroit 

Ronan Higgins - Delco Gaels 

Philadelphia 

Ronan Orford - Wolfe Tones Chicago 

Sean Gavin - Wolfe Tones Chicago 

Sean MªAmllcjj - Delco Gaels, Phil 

Shane Bradley - Delco Gaels 

Philadelphia 

Shane McCarthy - Sean Rpc_awªq San 

Fran 

Tristan Kelly - Patriots Chicago 

Management & Selectors: 

 

Aidan Corr - Manager - Philadelphia  

Louie Bradley - Trainer - Philadelphia 

Ollie McIlhone - Selector - San Francisco 

 

James Staunton - Selector - Chicago 

Martin Kerr - Selector - Boston 

Aidan Corr - Manager - Philadelphia
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Special recognition must be given to the Steering Committee - John Young, Eamonn Kelly, 

John Bridges, and Pat Uniacke -  and Rob Tierney and Tom Walsh for their time and 

devotion given to this team.  Every detail was taken care of and the team wanted for 

nothing.  We would like to thank Munster Council, and especially Pat MªQfc_* who have 

been a pillar of support both here and while in Ireland, Thank you to our sponsors for 

their very generous support:  Aer Lingus, Ancient Order of Hibernians, D.C.S., The Kevin 

Bell Repatriation Fund, Young Enterprises, and, UPMC.  I would also like to personally 

thank Steve Fahey for being the team photographer, and John Quinn for his commentary 

and interviews.  Both donated their time and talents to help us record this very important 

event in USGAA history.  

 

LGFA 50
th
 Anniversary 

This year, the Ladies Gaelic Football Association celebrated 50 years.  Many of our Ladies 

Football clubs across the County celebrated this milestone with tournaments and gave 

awards to those who helped establish, maintain and grow Ladies Football.  USGAA 

wishes to express gratitude to all those who selflessly give their time to ensure the survival 

and growth of Ladies Gaelic Football!  

 

During halftime of the Senior Ladies Football Final at the USGAA Finals, USGAA and 

LGFA proudly honored the following individuals for their outstanding contribution to 

Ladies Football, recognizing their significant role in the growth and success of LGFA over 

the past 50 years.  Everyone received a certificate to acknowledge their recognition that 

was presented by Helen MªPmsrke, LGFA CEO. 
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The following were the recipients: 

 

Collette Lawlor Daly - Heartland 

Billy Finn - Heartland 

Joe Lyon - Northeast 

Joan McDevitt - Northeast 

Caroline Heraty -  Northeast 

Chipper Bannon - Northeast 

Paula Callaghan - Northeast 

Lisa Morrissey - Northeast 

Sharon Brady - Northeast 

Maureen Doherty - Northeast 

Carolyn Wengler - Northeast 

Karen Blum - Mid Atlantic 

Kathy Dempsey - Mid Atlantic 

Andrew Healy - Mid Atlantic 

Nora MªPcgjjw - Mid Atlantic 

Carrie Ann McKenna - Midwest 

Maureen Mohney - Midwest 

Mary Ruane - Central 

John Bridges - Central 

Mairin Wallace - Central 

Maria Maloney - Central 

Barbara Donnelly ® Central 

Patricia Monaghan Kennedy - Phil 

Ciara Trainor - Philadelphia 

Paul Doris - Philadelphia 

Angela Mohan - Philadelphia 

Pat Doab - Southwest 

Tracy Rivera - Southwest 

Taylor Jensen - Southwest 

Shay Dunn - Southwest 

Anne Lyons-MªBmlmefsc - Western 

Linda Ryan - Western 

Claire Colleran - Western 

Dympna Doherty - Western 

Bertie Penny - Western 

Olive Keavney - Western 

Aishling Bryant - Western 

Michael Dermody - Southeast 

Dara Goldstein - Southeast 

Kevin Devin - Southeast 

Jan Henry - Southeast 

Mary Breen - Southeast  

Gobnait Twomey - Southeast 

Karina Clark - Southeast 

Lorna Carr - Philadelphia 

 

Going Forward in 2025 

In conjunction with the World GAA Communications and Public Relations Workgroup, 

we are in the process of planning and producing a PRO webinar series for all Club and 

Divisional PROs.  In addition to this, I plan on hosting a webinar on live streaming.  I 

would strongly encourage live streaming as part of your club/division promotion.  It is a 

great way to give your club/division exposure and attract new players.  We are also in 

the early stages of an initiative to advertise on GAAGO during halftime breaks and 

before and after matches.   
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Both Club and Divisional PROs play an integral part in promoting and reporting on GAA 

events across our County.  The scope of the role of PRO has changed dramatically in past 

years and it is very important for the club PROs to be recognized as an integral part of a 

ajs`ªq success.  In addition, it is equally important for Club and Divisional PROs to 

promote their clubs whenever possible, especially through social media and live 

streaming. 

 

Finally, I would like to thank our sponsors, Masita, UPMC, Fenagh Engineering, and 

UPMC for their generous support.  
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Central Council Report 

Submitted by Ger Dillon 

Central Council Delegate 
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This being my 2nd year as Central Council Delegate I found that I was more aware of 

the responsibilities and procedures involved in representing the USGAA. 

 

 In most of the meetings we spent a lot of time reviewing recommendation and 

proposals put forward by different Croke Park committees, like CCCC, Child Protection 

and Players Welfare Financial Presentations and reviews. 

 

One that was on the agenda quite often was from the FRC, Football Review Committee, 

it was part of their remit to keep Central Council informed of the direction they were 

going, with the proposed changes to Gaelic Football. 

There were also several online meetings that I attended in fairness these didn't last any 

longer than one hour and usually were just dealing with one particular issue   

 

In representing the USGAA I had to present a few times, twice in regards to our Co 

Junior Football team and once in regards to the 60 Day Sanction motion that was 

passed at last year's Convention. 

 

There are quite a few issues that come to the floor that does not affect the USGAA 

directly, the ones that do usually involve playing rule changes, some of these will 

become more visible next season where the playing rules of Gaelic Football are getting 

a major overhaul. 

I have raised a couple of concerns that I have as a referee but we will have to wait until 

Special Congress at the end of November to see how everything plays out. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Committee's and Board Officers that I 

worked with throughout the past year, and USGAA clubs for allowing me to serve as 

your representative at Central Council for another year. Whatever I can do better to 

serve you let me know. May you all have continued growth and success in 2025. 
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Games Development Report 

Submitted by Rob Tierney 

Head of Operations & Games Development 

 

On behalf of the Games Development Committee 
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INTRODUCTION 

The following provides an overview of the structures, committees/workgroups, and 

activities, of USGAA Games Development for 2023/2024 

 

As in previous years a USGAA Games Development committee was in place. The 

members were as follows: 

¶ Ger Dillon (Chair) 

¶ Rob Tierney (Sec) 

¶ Mary Ruane 

¶ Sean Murphy 

¶ Brendan Gallagher 

 

The committee met bi-weekly to review progress the progress of each of our 

stakeholders (committees, employees, workgroups, divisions, and, clubs) to 

ensure that USGAA continued to develop. 

 

A solid plan was put in place to further progress across our 160+ clubs, and 

175+ teams. (see Appendix 1 ® 2024 USGAA Games Development Plan) 

 

USGAA GAMES DEVELOPMENT STRUCTURES 

The USGAA Games Development Committee interacts with 4 Code Workgroups, 

Divisional Development committees, Games Development Administrators, and 

Referees Administrator (and Divisional Referee Administrators). 

 

ANNUAL PLANNING 

Following on from the success of the 2022 planning meeting (for season 22/23), 

USGAA held a weekend meeting in Chicago in January 2024 to consider 

opportunities to continue the development and growth of USGAA. Members of the 

new USGAA Board, Games Development committee, Code Development Officers, 

EB?ªq* _lb* Pcdcpccªq ?bkglgqrp_rmp kcr mtcp rum b_wq dmp umpiqfmnq d_agjgr_rcb

by Munster. Roles were defined, goals were set, timelines committed too and, in 

particular, our Code Development workgroups and Referees Administrator were 

challenged to create a plan for the season ahead. 

 

For members of Games Development for 2024 see Appendix 2 ® 2024 USGAA 

Committees & Workgroups. 
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The following is an account of the main areas of development throughout the year. 

CODE DEVELOPMENT WORKGROUPS 

As previously mentioned Code Development Workgroups were again put in place 

to focus on each Code and were asked to create plans for the season ahead that 

would focus on progressing Camogie, Football, Ladies football, and Hurling (see 

Reports later in book) 

 

Plans and budgets were submitted to USGAA and budgets amounting to $40,000 

were approved (see Appendix 1 ® 2024 Games Development Plan) 

 

DIVISIONAL DEVELOPMENT CORDINATION & COMMITTEES 

In order to better service them, each division were asked to appoint a Divisional 

Development Coordinators who will provide the USGAA Games Development 

committee with updates on activity within the divisions. The appointees are as 

follows: 

 

In the case of the non-GDA Divisions, it was expected that each officer would put 

together a committee in consultation with their Divisional board whose members 

would monitor each code, providing information to their USGAA counterparts (e.g. 

member responsible for hurling would provide info up the chain to the USGAA 

Hurling Workgroup.) and thus streamlining communication. 

 

The ultimate goal of each committee is to submit an Action Plan for 2025 and 

beyond in the 4
th
 quarter of 2024. That plan should provide a platform for future 

county development. 

 

USGAA provided training in September 2024 for the Divisional Development 

Committees in how to develop and Action Plan, calling, once again, on Munster, 

our twinning partner, for support. 
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GAMES DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATORS 

EB?ªq amlrglscb rm mncp_rc gl dmsr of our Divisions (Central, Northeast, 

Philadelphia, and, Western). Each now uses an Activity Management System 

(AMS) to track actual on-field activity as part of their role. The AMS was populated 

earlier in the year with guesstimates of activity by the GB?ªq _lb rfpmsefmsr rfc

wc_p rfc EB?ªq clrcp rfc _ars_j dgespcq dmp lsk`cp md npmep_kq-_ec md

participants/codes/clubs in attendance/etc. This coupled with an analysis of the 

monthly work-in-progress doc they submit presents to the USGAA Games 

Development committee and their divisions an overview of their output. 

 

This year USGAA is undertaking a review of the GDA program in order to right-

qgxc gr, Qsptcwq ucpc qclr rm rfc EB?ªq* rfcgp bgtgqgml_j bctcjmnkclr amkkgrrccq*

_lb rfcgp bgtgqgmlqª ajs`q, SQE?? ugjl review the results of these surveys and 

coupled with current activity and 2025 plans look to make a decision on the future 

direction of the program. 
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Central Division GDA Highlights (submitted by Colm Egan) 

 

The year 2024 was a busy and successful one for Chicago GAA and the GDA 

program. We expanded our calendar with new initiatives while building on our 

strengths. A key highlight was the growth of our Cúl Camps, with Chicago 

Northside reaching a record 175 kids. Chicago also had strong representation at 

the Continental Youth Championships (CYC), and 5 of our CYC graduates went on 

to play for the USGAA county team in the All-Ireland Junior Championship in June 

2024. 

 

Our youth programs, including the Nursery, City Games, and Great Lakes 

tournaments, thrived, helping to develop the next generation of players. On the 

adult side, we reached a record of 73 competitive games in our City 

Championship. Additionally, we hosted tournaments like the Chicago 9s, Spring 

Hurling matches, and the October LGFA tournaments. 2024 did see a return to the 

field for St K_pwªq Adult Camogie. 

 

These successes were made possible by the dedication of our club parents, adult & 

youth players, and board officers. A huge thank you to all who contributed to 

making 2024 a standout year for Chicago GAA. 

 

Here are some of the new additions to the Chicago GAA calendar, adding to our 

continued achievements from previous years. 

 

Spring LGFA 7s 

A fantastic addition to the Chicago games calendar was the 

inaugural St. Brigid's 7s LGFA tournament in May 2024. The 

event featured 21 exciting matches over a full day of competitive 

action. All three Chicago Senior ladies' teams participated, 

alongside visiting teams from Dallas, Denver, and Philadelphia. 

The tournament showcased top-tier football and great 

camaraderie. We look forward to expanding this event in 2025. 
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Note: Chicago was proudly represented by two ladies' teams, St. Brigid's and 

Cpglªq Pmtcpq* _r rfc Igjj_plcw 5q gl Gpcj_lb* amkncrgle _e_glqr rmn glrcpl_rgml_j

teams and showcasing their skills on an international stage. 

 

2024 Northside Fall League 

In October 2024, the Chicago Celtics organized a mini 

Gaelic Football Fall League. Nearly 80 kids participated, 

with many new faces joining to play for the first time. A huge 

bonus this year was the fantastic weather, contributing to a 

great experience for everyone involved. 

 

The goal moving forward is to use this as a vehicle to recruit 

new players and provide them with a chance to flourish and 

learn a new sport in a reasonably competitive environment. 

 

Blended Award 1 Coaching Course 2024As coaches in the Chicago area advance 

up the GAA coaching ladder, the Award 1 course is the essential qualification 

currently required. This coaching certificate is also mandatory for our CYC teams. 

In 2024, I completed training with Croke Park Games Development, which enabled 

me to structure a Blended Award 1 course tailored for Chicago clubs. The Blended 

Award 1 course combines online instruction, self-paced online work, and in-person 

classes, including on-dgcjb rp_glgle, Egtcl rfc amspqcªq cvrclqgtc umpijm_b &/4

hours), this blended format allows us to efficiently complete the training during the 

winter months, maximizing our time and resources.  

 

Blitz games 2024 

During the regular Chicago Summer Youth Games this year, we held three Blitz 

days. Instead of the usual club vs. club format, we implemented a draft blitz format. 

Citywide coaches selected teams based on their knowledge of player abilities for 

each age group. The draft process helps create balanced teams for the day's 

matches. Each team remains together throughout the day, participating in both 

hurling and football. We play each age group within their CYC rules.  
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Mayo Day 2024 

In early May, Chicago Gaelic Games collaborated with the 

Chicago Mayo Association and Mayo Co. Council. Over 

60 Youth players had the opportunity to participate in a 

practice session led by Mayo GAA legend Cora Staunton. 

 

A notable number of participants with Mayo heritage 

expressed interest in joining local youth clubs after playing 

on the day. 

 

 

Beverly St Jarlaths. 

In Spring of 2024, Some new families and new 

board members of St Jarlaths wished to expand 

the program to their local area, Beverly. 

 

This lead to a very successful 8-week program 

in Beverly park that attracted over 80 new kids 

on Thursday evenings.  
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Philadelphia Division GDA Highlights (submitted by Billy Hegarty) 

 

Donegal Youth Club 

Donegal youth has taken great strides this year and had around 100 registered 

players. The focus is on young age groups and they were able to send u6 teams to 

the Liberty Bell tournament this year. The first youth team to compete for Donegal 

in its history. The growth in the club has been great to see and they have the 

coaches and volunteers to handle it. This is a great sign for years to come within 

the division. They have created a full player pathway from u6 to adult football.  

 

Jersey Shore October Hurling & Camogie 7s 

Jersey Shore held their first ever hurling/camogie 7s in October. It had teams from 

USGAA and New York competing in hurling and camogie. The ability to lengthen 

the season and get competitive games in October was great to see. This is 

something we hope to continue next year and grow the number of teams 

participating.   

 

Liberty Bell Tournament 

The Liberty Bell tournament grew from the previous year. The tournament was well 

organized and gave an opportunity for local clubs to get competitive games for 

their teams. Having competitive games scheduled consistently for players and 

parents to look forward to is important in the growth of a nj_wcpªq development. 

Tournaments like this on the schedule, enhance a ajs`ªq _`gjgrw rm pcapsgr& offer a 

product players& parents want to be involved in.  

 

Club wide coaching structure 

All the clubs in the city bought in to emphasize the importance of a quality coach. 

Clubs pushed coaches to write out session plans regularly, come prepared and look 

back and review their sessions after. The clubs were not afraid to push coaches to 

be the best leader they can be. The implementation of this enhances the player 

development and will ultimately push them through the player pathway at a more 

successful rate. Quality coaches make clubs more desirable and retain members.  
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CYC Participation 

Youth clubs traveled to Boston for the 2024 CYC, clubs within the division were 

able to send multiple teams across all age groups and codes. The push to ensure 

this is a main event on the calendar was prevalent. Families enjoyed competing 

against new teams and being a part of the community during the weekend. Having 

competitive games and tournaments to look forward to keeps teams together and 

gives coaches a good way to see what improvements are needed the following 

year. 
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Western Division GDA Highlights (submitted by Alisha Aigamaua Wilkinson) 

 

Adult Referee Program 

The Western Division had been struggling to have local referees oversee matches for 

the past few years.  We would have members from each club attend the referee 

courses, but unfortunately struggled to have those who completed the course actually 

put it into practice and start gaining experience in refereeing.  The result would be 

relying on one or two local referees who would be overused as well as having to fly 

pcdcpccªq gl dpmk msr md rmul dmp rfcgp cvncpgclac gl pcdcpccgle qclgmp e_kcq, G

approached the Adult Board this year with a proposal of a new referee program. 

?drcp qnc_igle rm kck`cpq md ajs`q ufm f_b amknjcrcb rfc amspqc `sr bgblªr nsr gr

into action, they were under the impression that they were required to referee every 

Qslb_w bspgle rfc qc_qml _lb amsjblªr k_ic rf_r amkkgrkclr, Uc u_lrcb rm k_ic

it clear that they would not be required to referee every Sunday and that we want to 

support them in gaining experience and growing as a referee.  Therefore, we asked 

them to look at the schedule and commit to at least 2 games during the league and 

at least 2 games during the Summer Championship. We also reassured them that 

they would only be refereeing junimp e_kcq mp j_bgcqª e_kcq slrgj rfcw dcjr amldgbclr

clmsef rm kmtc rm _ fgefcp ep_bc, ?q _ pcqsjr* uc f_tc f_b kmpc lcu pcdcpccªq

actively refereeing games than in the last 5 years. 

 

Youth Spring/Summer Program 

Rfgq npmep_k u_q psl dmp Sª4- Sª/6 ctcpw Dpgday evening from April through May 

_lb rfcl ml Qslb_w kmplgleq slrgj rfc AWAªq gl Hsjw, Rfgq u_q _ dsl npmep_k ufcpc

players got to practice the skills through drills and modified games for half an hour 

followed by a match for half an hour. The children would practice hurling/camogie 

for the first hour and football for the second hour. This program has been building 

post Covid for the youth and was the perfect opportunity to prepare for competing in 

rfc AWAªq gl @mqrml, Rfc npmep_k cvrclbcb rm Ucblcqb_w lgehts starting in May for 

our kids based in Novato outside of the city to accommodate them having less travel 

time and more practice options.  
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Feile Girls Program 

I was approached by the Youth Board to assist in their ambitious Feile Girls Program 

which aimed at sending a team to Ireland to compete in the Feile competition at the 

end of June. We began with recruiting and locking in players/families who were 

willing to travel to Ireland for the tournament and who would buy into the commitment 

needed to pull off this project. Along with the other coaches I facilitated training 

sessions on Sunday mornings beginning early January all the way through to June. 

There were 8 girls who had never played GAA before joining the program and along 

with the rest of the team they improved immensely over the 6-month period. We were 

able to take a team of 16 players to Ireland where they played challenge games with 

local clubs in preparation for the competition. Our girls did us proud in the Feile 

competition by getting to the final of the shield in their assigned grade. The program 

was so successful that the Youth Board is keen to repeat it again in 2025. 

 

Adult & Youth Fall League 

We are happy to announce that we have locked in a third successive season for the 

Fall League in 2024 beginning on October 12th! The objectives of the Fall League 

were to extend Gaelic games in San Francisco beyond the regular club season (April 

to August) with tournaments for hurling/camogie/football. To attract new players to 

hurling / camogie / football and provide game time outside the regular competitive 

season. We have been able to bring the SF GAA community together with adult and 

youth games side by side and to give more exposure to our games in the community 

by partnering with local businesses. We had a very positive response during the sign-

up process with 86 players signed up to make 6 football teams and 4 hurling teams 

and we are excited for the Draft Night to assign players to their team on October 

11th. Feedback from participants from last year meant that we would change the 

game days back to Saturdays.  Data from the sign up form has shown 15 beginners 

to the sports and a mixture of retired players and those who have played before but 

are currently not registered with a team in the hopes of having them officially join a 

team for the 2025 season. 
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Youth School Program 

I have been working with the Youth Board since 2021 trying to get a school program 

up and running again. Pre Covid, there were 4 schools who were participating in the 

school program. It has been very difficult to get schools to buy into the program due 

to Covid restrictions and a lack of resources. We had approached many schools with 

a plan for the program and offered it to them for free but for many reasons, they 

could not accept the offer, even when they wanted to. We finally have a breakthrough 

and will be started our new School Program on October 3rd with Ortega Elementary 

School in Pacifica teaching GAA to 3rd and 4th graders. We are hoping to have 

new players join SFYGAA off the back of this program and we will use it as an 

example to try and encourage more schools to join the program. 
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GRANTS 

Global Games Development Fund 

USGAA learned in November 2024 of the Global Games Development fund grant 

for 2025. 47 projects were submitted and 39 were approved (factors that lead to 

un-approvals included projects that did not fulfil the criteria of the GGDF, projects 

that effectively n_gb dmp _ ajs`ªq qc_qml* mp npmhcarq rf_r ucpc cqqclrg_jjw pcnc_rq md

previous years). For full breakdown by project, see Appendix 4 - 2024 GGDF 

Supported Projects 

 

New Club Grants 

New club grants and onboarding were put into place 3 years ago and they 

continue to provide an excellent opportunity for new clubs to get, much needed 

funds, and guidance. 

So far in 2024 the following new clubs were on-boarded: 

- Qr, @pclb_lªq JED &Lmprfc_qr' 

- Greenville Fenians Camogie (Southeast) 

- Athens GAA Hurling (Southeast) 

- Joseph Mary Plunketts Hurling (Western) 

 

More new clubs are on the horizon with an expectation that 5 will join more in 

2025. 

 

New Code Grants 

A new code grant was also put in place and existing clubs who add a new code 

can access some basic equipment to help with their initial set-up. 

 

In 2024 grants were provided to Mexico City Los San N_rpgagmªq and Cincinnati 

GAA 

 

 

 

 



                                      
 

USGAA National Convention 2024 ς November 8th-10th 2024 ς www.usgaa.org 
 
74 

Hurling/Camogie Equipment Grants 

In an effort to prevent the cost of equipment being a barrier to entry for new Hurling 

or Camogie clubs, USGAA offers a rebate up to $800 when a new Hurling club or 

team starts its journey. The grant is important and has been structured to show 

partnership between USGAA and its constituent clubs. 

Gl 0.02 ep_lr u_q npmtgbcb rm Nfmclgv @pg_l @mpsªq 

 

Tournament support grants 

With upwards of 40 Tournaments taking place across the county, the USGAA 

Games Development Committee tasked our Code Development Workgroups to 

make recommendations on tournaments that should receive a cash injection. 

Criteria for support was based on tournaments that had significant expenses 

associated with them or tournaments that were in their infancy. Support was 

granted to tournaments who expected a high return on investment. (See Appendix 

3 ®2024 Supported Tournaments). 

Supported tournament must: 

¶ provide evidence of them spend 

¶ acknowledge USGAA Games Development as part of your social media 

¶ submit tournaments fixtures and a post tournament report 

 

COACHING 

While courses are happening around the county, particularly in the GDA Divisions, 

more should be in place. We face challenges in terms of new tutors lacking 

amldgbclac gl npcqclrgle rfc amspqc, Gr gq SQE??ªq cvncar_rgml rf_r _lmrfcp

Munster New Coach Tutor and upskilling weekend should happen in Q1 2025. 

We are currently undertaking an audit of our coach tutors to see who is interested 

in remaining in place. 

 

Munster Coaching Seminar weekends 

While we had hoped that the remaining three divisions (MA, NW, & SE) would 

hold their weekends in 2024, they will likely move forward in Q1 2025. 
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CONCLUSION 

As can be seen from the report, the planning that was so essential at the beginning 

of the year has now seen its rewards. Committees and Workgroups are functioning 

well and there is a true sense of a team dedicated to furthering development across 

the county. 

 

USGAA Games Development Committee acknowledges the work of our Code 

Development Workgroups, Divisional Development Officers and Games 

Development Administrators along with all of our club and divisional officers whose 

commitment to developing our sport is unparalleled.  
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Ladies Gaelic Football Development Workgroup Report 

Submitted by Ciara Trainor 

Chairperson ® Ladies Football Development Workgroup 
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Ladies Gaelic Football Workgroup 

 

Among the key activities for the Ladies Football Development Workgroup were: 

¶ Hosted a number of webinars: 

1. Kick-off webinar (February) 

2. Rules refresher (February) 

3. Represented USGAA at the LGFA Congress in Ennistymon, Co. Clare 

(March) 

4. Recruitment retention (March) 

5. Development grants (April) 

6. Fundraising (May) 

 

The workgroup noted that the greatest takeaway from these webinars is connecting 

the committee to clubs and well as connecting clubs to each other. 

 

¶ Identified tournaments to support, gathered budgets and made submission 

(see Appendix 3 ®2024 Supported Tournaments) 

 

¶ Launched an operational support grant. The Workgroup noted that there 

were definitely a lot of learnings from the process 

 

¶ Gaelic4Mothers&Others (May 30
th
) 

 

¶ Supported clubs in celebration of the LGFA 50
th
 Anniversary 

 

¶ Continued to provide support and advice to Ladies Gaelic football clubs 

 

Challenges 

The Workgroup identified a number of challenges: 

¶ Issues exist in connecting to every club 

¶ Continually working to get information out via email and social media 

platforms 
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Football Development Workgroup Report 

Submitted by Tim Flanagan 

Chairperson ® Football Development Workgroup  
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Football Development Workgroup 

Among the key activities and accomplishments for the Football Development WG 

were: 

¶ Conducted a club needs assessment survey (February-April) 

 

¶ Held a coaching refresher webinar for current coaches featuring guest 

speakers James McCarthy (Castlehaven, Cork) and Pierce McGill (Kerry), 

coordinating the guest speakers with Pat O'Shea of Munster Council (March 

24th) 

 

¶ Held a Club Forum with Aidan Corr (Delco Gaels), Emily Barno (Pittsburgh 

Banshees, Pittsburgh Na Laochra, and, Camogie Development Workgroup), 

and, Jon Goodin (Charlotte James Connolly) sharing expertise (April). Areas 

covered were: 

a. Setting club calendar 

b. PR/Marketing 

c. Recruitment 

d. Planning fundraisers 

e. Youth development 

 

¶ Held a Coaching seminar (February/March) 

 

¶ Provided funding for pitch rental to the Padraig Pearse's for their 9-a-side 

football tournament in Chicago (March) 

 

¶ Developed a list of football tournaments/contact info for distribution to clubs 

(February) 

 

¶ Compiled list of tournaments, dates, contacts, registration info (February) 
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¶ Umpicb ugrf SQE?? NPM rm qcr sn _ umpiepmsn D_ac`mmi n_ec dmp Kclªq

Football and used this to regularly promote our activities and those of other 

Football clubs throughout USGAA (throughout 2024) 

 

¶ Work with referee tutors in coordination w/ Referee committee, to run online 

sessions (April)  
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Camogie Development Workgroup Report 

Submitted by Sharon Brady 

Chairperson ® Camogie Development Workgroup  
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Camogie Development Workgroup 

Among the key activities for the Camogie Development Workgroup were: 

¶ Referee concussion awareness workshop through the Camogie Association. 

Promoted event (January) 

 

¶ Camogie Webinar: information session on team grants, development plans, 

Camogie 360. A high profile guest answered questions on training and 

nutrition and USGAA tournament details were provided. 60+ members 

attended this webinar (February) 

 

¶ Referee Annual refresher course webinar aimed at existing camogie referees 

to update them on updated rules. Following this, exam details and 

instructions were available on TOBAR.ie (February) 

 

¶ Camogie 360: A comprehensive workshop with a team of coaches designed 

for camogie players of all experience levels, lectures, camogie technique 

exercise for all levels, small and full sided games. 59 registrations (March) 

 

¶ Identified tournaments to support, gathered budgets and made submission 

(March) (see Appendix 3 ® 2024 Supported Tournaments) 

 

¶ Reports to the USGAA on Camogie 360 and Congress (April) 

 

¶ Attended Camogie Congress as a delegate on a historical year as a new 

president was ratified. Brian Molloy is the first male president in 120 years 

of the Camogie Association (April) 

 

¶ Followed up with new clubs as they completed onboarding with the USGAA 

(throughout 2024) 
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¶ Continued engagement on social media platforms to promote new Camogie 

workshops; Referee Foundation, upcoming tournaments and the growing 

bonds with the Camogie Association (throughout 2024) 

 

Looking ahead towards 2025, the Camogie Development Committee will continue 

with the following activity: 

¶ Complete the tournament support process 

 

¶ Keep the lines of communication open with new/newer clubs through social 

media promotions and point of contact texts/emails 

 

¶ Promotion of tournaments USGAA wide 

 

¶ Promotion of Camogie games worldwide wherever available; YouTube, 

Livestreaming and playback clips 

 

¶ Celebrate tournaments as they occur 

 

¶ Identify teams and grades in the run up to USGAA finals 

 

¶ Circulate any webinars or workshops available through the Camogie 

Association and/or USGAA 

 

¶ Work with all codes to ensure alignment of development 

 

¶ Start the process to identify the 360 locations for 2025. 
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Hurling Development Workgroup Report 

Submitted by Colm Egan 

Chairperson ® Hurling Development Workgroup 
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Hurling Development Workgroup 

While traditionally the first quarter of the year very often bmcqlªr qcc _q ksaf

activity as later, the committee were delighted to see a considerable amount of 

Fspjgle _argtgrw* qncagdga_jjw rmspl_kclrq qsaf _q rfc Qsl Am_qr 5ªq* Q_t_ll_f*

Hartford, Charleston, Austin, and Nashville. 

 

A particular success the workgroup believe they achieved was identifying the 

Northwest Division as a region in need of additional development & support and 

making a direct connect with the clubs there including attending monthly calls with 

them. 

 

Key Activities 

¶ Held planning meeting (January) 

 

¶ Held monthly meetings with Workgroup (Jan-April) 

 

¶ Identified tournaments to support, gathered budgets & made submission, 

(March) 

o In total, there were more than 60 tournaments that included hurling 

across the USGAA region, the largest tournament (outside of the 

USGAA Finals) was the Indy Invitational, held in June with over 40 

matches played across 5 fields. See Appendix 3 ® 2024 Supported 

Tournaments 

 

¶ Connected with clubs across county regarding hurling workshop needs (Feb) 

 

¶ Conducted a Hurling survey (Feb) 

 

¶ Registration for and launch of Season kick-off webinar (March) 
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¶ Held webinars: 

o Launch/general info (March)  

o Hurling rules aimed at playing population (March) 

o Delivery of on-field hurling resources (April) 

o Delivery of youth specific webinar and distribution of resources (April) 

 

¶ ? qsnnmprcb umpiqfmn gl Af_pjmrrc «N_ai Kclr_jgrw¬ bpcu 4. &Fspjcpq $

Camogues) to a weekend of skills instruction and full round of games. This 

template is an excellent opportunity for cities across the USA (May) 

 

¶ Formulated a template for grouping clubs together ® distribution in Q4 (May) 

 

¶ Offered a hurling specific referee course. The course was conducted by 

USGAA referee tutors over three sessions and included 15 new referees who 

completed the modules (May) 

 

¶ 15-a-side North American Sr. Hurling Challenge (March-July) 

o Identified a need to re-_qqcqq rfc dmpk_r md SQE??ªq Qp, Fspjgle ep_bc 

 

o Developed event held in July featuring teams from across the USGAA 

and Canada, conducting calls with all stakeholders 

 

o Six intense group games were played on Saturday, culminating in both 

a Shield Final and a Challenge Final on Sunday 

 

o Chicago Windy City Hurling claimed victory over Vancouver Cu 

Chulainn in the Shield Final, while Na Fianna San Francisco defeated 

their city rivals, Tipperary* rm ugl rfc Af_jjclec rgrjc, Dp, Rmkªq &LC'

_lb T_lamstcp HN Pw_lªq _jqm amlrcqrcb rfc rmspl_kclr 
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o The North American Sr. Hurling Challenge can develop into a more 

robust event with the inclusion of both NY and all USGAA Sr. Hurling 

clubs and can become a true Continental Senior Hurling 

Championship 

 

o There were over 41K individual views on the games from the USGAA 

live streaming on Saturday and Sunday of the challenge 

 

¶ CYC 2024 (July) 

o Hurling continues to thrive and expand within our youth programs. 

 

o  We encourage all youth programs to reach out to the Hurling 

Workgroup for any support or assistance the committee can provide. 

 

¶ USGAAA (August) 

o A total of 87 games played across all codes with Hurling accounting 

for 24 (28% of total games played) 

 

o Factoring in the 13 Camogie games, a total # of games was 42% 

 

o Congratulations to all of our national champions! 

 

¶ Late season Hurling tournaments (Sep ® Dec) 

o There will be plenty of Hurling in the Fall/early winter with the 

following scheduled: Reserve Cup, Baltimore 7s, Al O Leary Akron, 

Pgafkmlb* @srrc* ?pgxml_* Qr Jmsgq 5ªq* L_qftgjjc* Ilmvtgjjc* Glbw

Hurloween, Orlando 
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2025 Planning and Initiatives 

¶ Establish a 2025 Hurling Development Committee following the convention. 

 

¶ Collaborate with USGAA Games Development to explore opportunities for 

hurling in 2025. 

¶ In early December, the Hurling Workgroup will participate in a think-tank 

with USGAA, Munster GAA, and the USGAA Code Development 

Committees to discuss long-term strategies. 

 

¶ Roll out the Twinning Initiative for Hurling clubs for the fall and winter 

seasons, fostering collaboration between clubs. (Fall/Winter) 

 

¶ Engage with hurling clubs to support Gaelic Games Development Fund 

applications 

 

¶ Expand the Senior Hurling Challenge to a 3day, 8-team tournament 

 

Challenges 

¶ Timeliness in tournament-support approvals 

 

¶ Full engagement of clubs with the Workgroup 

 

Opportunities for 2025 

¶ Developing Standards: Organize workshops & training to improve the 

overall standard of play. USGAA Games Development to work on a Blueprint 

for cities/divisions. 
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¶ Summer Talent Development: Leverage talented players during the summer 

months for development camps with Youth and emerging Adult hurling clubs. 

 

¶ Munster Partnership: Continue collaborating with Munster GAA to support 

growth and expertise.  

 

¶ USGAA Resources: Maximize sqc md SQE??ªq qr_dd rm dsprfcp fspjgle

initiatives. 

 

¶ Alternative Tournaments: Develop more non-playoff tournaments to provide 

additional competitive opportunities. 

 

Key Focus Areas 

¶ Referee Development: Continue advancing standards with more training 

opportunities. 

¶  

¶ Representative Teams: Begin planning for representative hurling teams to 

compete with New York Hurling Development. 

 

¶ Club Development: 

o Enhance connections with established clubs to maintain/ elevate 

standards. 

 

o Connect with clubs on gameplay workshops. 
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o Work with clubs on recruiting drives. 

 

o Address how to keep aging players involved in the sport. 

 

o Focus on recruitment and training for new coaches, while finding ways 

to lighten the coaching load. 

 

o Twinning/Grouping Strategy: Connect clubs at different stages of 

development through a Twinning/Grouping initiative. This will foster 

collaboration and allow clubs to share experiences, resources, and 

growth opportunities, benefiting clubs across the board.  

 

Appreciation 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank USGAA, the Development Committee, 

and Rob Tierney for their unwavering commitment to the growth of hurling across 

the region. I would like to thank the Central Divisional Board for facilitating the 

games at Gaelic Park and providing two slots for the finals during their Sunday 

games schedule. I also extend my gratitude to the Hurling clubs of USGAA for their 

tireless efforts in promoting and expanding our game.  
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2024 Treasurerªs Report 

Prepared and Presented by  

Tom Walsh 

USGAA Treasurer 
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A Chairde, 

 

The following are reports for all USGAA accounts for the fiscal year 

commencing on November 1, 2023 and ending October 31, 2024. 

 

This year saw a continuation in improving cash management and internal 

controls, each equally important as the organization grows. The report shows 

strong interest income resulting primarily from our change in financial institutions 

rm NLA _lb fgefcp glrcpcqr p_rcq, NLAªq ?AF and Bill Pay services allow for easy 

adoption of a two-signer policy for payment approval. This year, we also initiated 

an audit and risk committee comprised of former Chairperson Bernie 

Connaughton, David Slevin and Neal Fitzgerald to review and advise the board 

on financial risk matters. A change in accounting firms has additionally led to better 

quality reporting available to the Board, at a lower cost to the Organization. 

 

Support from the Department of Foreign Affairs, Croke Park, World GAA 

and the Munster Provincial Council the continues to be strong, in terms of both 

financial support and development resources. Their ongoing support is greatly 

appreciated, as well as the support of our sponsors and partners, Masita, Fenagh 

Engineering, UPMC, HBC, and Aer Lingus. Investments in Divisions, clubs and 

tournaments continues. This year saw new grants to focus on marketing Gaelic 

Games to the communities where tournaments were held. 

 

Report on the 501(c)(3) Group Exemption 

The USGAA received notice that the IRS had approved its Group Exemption 

application in December 2020. The challenges for clubs who are seeking to comply 

with the IRS that were agrcb gl rfc 0.00 Rpc_qspcpªq report remain. Chicago Patriots 

and Brian Boru (Phoenix) have been added to the Group Exemption in 2022. 

 

I would like to thank Peter Murray, Gareth Fitzsimons, Susan Pierce and Mary 

Redmond for their support on the Finance Committee. 

 

Le meas, 

Tom Walsh 

USGAA Treasurer 
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2024 OPERATING ACCOUNT  
DETAIL LEVEL INCOME & EXPENSE REPORT 

November 1, 2023 through October 31, 2024 

INCOME   

Description Amount Total 

   

PLAYER, SOCIAL MEMBER & CLUB REGISTRATION FEES   

Player & Social Member Fees 
 

$304,666.57  

Youth Player Registration Fees $    9,470.00  

Team Registration Fees $  16,600.00  

   

TOTAL REGISTRATION INCOME  $330,736.57  

OTHER INCOME:   

Description Amount Total 

   

SPONSORSHIP INCOME   

Fenagh Engineering $  12,500.00  

Masita $  17,500.00  

 SUBTOTAL $  30,000.00 

   

USGAA PLAYOFF INCOME   

Host Committee Fee (Western) $  14,000.00  

   

 SUBTOTAL $  14,000.00  

   

REFEREE PAYMENT FROM DIVISIONS   

Northeast $       700.00  

Philadelphia $       700.00  

Mid-Atlantic $       700.00  

Mid-West $       700.00  

Central $       700.00  

Southeast $       700.00  

Heartland $       700.00  

Northwest $       700.00  

Southwest $       700.00  

   

 SUBTOTAL $    6,300.00 
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CENTRAL COUNCIL FLIGHT REIMBURSEMENT   

Central Council Flight Reimbursement $    3,094.00  

   

 SUBTOTAL $    3,094.00 

LIABILITY INSURANCE INCOME   

Divisional Insurance (10 DIVISIONS) $    3,500.00  

Philadelphia Youth  (4 Clubs) $    1,000.00  

Trinity Milton $       250.00  

Atlanta Youth GAA $       250.00  

Detroit Youth $       250.00  

Pittsburgh GAA Youth $       250.00  

Middletown Valley Gaelic Football (Youth) $       250.00  

Buffalo GAA Sports League (Youth) $       250.00  

Charlotte James Connolly (Youth)  $       250.00  

Chicago Celtics Youth $       250.00  

Limerick Kids GAA $       250.00  

St. Brendan's Youth $       250.00  

Akron Youth $       250.00  

St. Jarlath's  Chicago Youth $       250.00  

Denver Gaels Youth $       250.00  

San Francisco Youth $       250.00  

Rochester Youth $       250.00  

Raleigh Youth $       250.00  

Cleveland St/Pat's/ St. Jarlath's Youth $       250.00  

Greenville Gaels Youth $       250.00  

   

 SUBTOTAL $    9,000.00 

   

GRANTS RECEIVED   

2024 Operating Grant $  65,561.99  

2024 Feile Grant $  16,075.00  
2024 Head of Operations Support Grant - Munster Provincial 
Council $  20,916.41  
2024 Head of Operations Support Grant - Department of 
Foreign Affairs (ESP Grant) $  62,747.30  

   

 SUBTOTAL $165,300.70  
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MISCELLANEOUS   

Interest Income $  29,257.57  

Reimbursement: 2023 Cul Camp expense $    7,024.18   

2024 Senior Hurling Tournament $    2,160.00   

All-Ireland Ticket Income $  32,991.55   

2023 & 2024 Cul Camp Invoice: Buffalo Fenians $    5,548.00   

   

 SUBTOTAL $    76,981.30 

   

TOTAL OTHER INCOME  $  304,676.00 

   

TOTAL INCOME $635,412.57 
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2024 OPERATING ACCOUNT - 
EXPENSES BREAKDOWN    

   

2024 CONGRESS IRELAND    

Flights $  (7,306.75)  

Hotel: Canal Court Hotel $  (2,541.10)  

Uber/Lyft/Airport Parking $     (134.97)  

Meals $     (438.42)  

   

 SUBTOTAL  $(   10,421.24) 

   

2024 LGFA CONGRESS IRELAND EXPENSE   

Delegate Flight $     (861.62)  

Delegate Fee / Hotel Room $     (413.00)  

Car Rental $     (153.25)  

   

 SUBTOTAL $    (1,427.87) 

   

2024 CAMOGIE CONGRESS IRELAND EXPENSE   

Delegate Flight/Transport (Sandra Holland) $    (971.40)  

Car Rental $    (100.00)  

Hotel $    (181.20)  

   

 SUBTOTAL $    (1,252.60) 

   

INSURANCE EXPENSE   

Player Accident Medical Insurance $(123,000.00)  

General Liability Insurance $  (40,876.00)  

Umbrella Liability Premium $    (5,668.00)  

Directors & Officers Insurance $    (2,500.00)  

Broker Fee $       (125.00)  

   

 SUBTOTAL $(172,169.00) 

   

ADMIN EXPENSE   

Contractor Expense: Head of Operations $  (64,166.64)  

GAA/Camogie Association/LGFA Affiliation Fees $    (1,443.51)  

Postage & Shipping $       (261.04)  
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Office Supplies $       (287.55)  

Accounting & Legal Fees $  (16,260.07)  

Software Subs (Time.ly, Mailchimp, Adobe, Tech Soup, Quickbooks other) $    (2,972.95)  

Barbour Design Marketing Services $  (20,000.00)  

Bank Fees (net positive) $      2,158.53  

Head of Operations Expenses (April 2024) $       (841.38)  

Other $         (10.00)  

   

 SUBTOTAL $(104,084.61) 

   

REGISTRATION EXPENSE   

Stack Sports ($1 per transaction)   

Sports Engine Software Fee $    (8,649.00)  

Computer $    (1,441.26)  

   

 SUBTOTAL $   (10,090.26) 

   

PRO EXPENSE   

Video Camera (B&H) $    (2,490.88)  

Computer (Apple) $    (2,845.38)  

   

 SUBTOTAL $     (5,336.26) 

   

CENTRAL COUNCIL EXPENSE   

Hotels $    ($1,863.45)  

Flights $    ($8,358.27)  

   

 SUBTOTAL $   (10,221.72) 

   

USGAA BOARD TRAVEL    

Canada GAA Funeral $    (1,201.20)  

Junior All Ireland: Tampa - hotel $       (758.39)  

Indianapolis: meals $       (169.14)  

Indianapolis: flights $       (629.85)  

Indianapolis: hotel $       (489.06)  

Charlotte:flights, car $    (1,051.75)  

Junior All Ireland: Ireland $       (126.02)  

Junior All Ireland: Boston II flight $       (242.96)  

World GAA meeting: Croke Park Hotel $       (326.10)  
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World GAA meeting: flight $    (1,017.00)  

Akron/Pittsburgh $    (1,878.55)  

Chicago Funeral $    (1,988.76)  

AOH Convention $       (753.41)  

Misc. $       (747.99)  

   

 SUBTOTAL $  (11,380.18) 

   

2024 Senior Hurling Competition   

Flights $    (1,320.12)  

Trophy $       (492.10)  

Medals $       (354.88)  

Referee Travel Expense $    (1,543.96)  

Hotel $    (4,728.10)  

Physio $       (720.00)  

Misc. $    (1,391.86)  

   

 SUBTOTAL $  (10,551.02) 

   

YOUTH ESCROW   

Transfer to Youth Escrow Account from 2023 Adult Club 
Registration Fee $  (16,600.00)  

   

 SUBTOTAL $  (16,600.00) 

   

2024 USGAA FINALS (San Francisco)   

Board & Head of Ops flights $    (3,925.89)  

Referee Flights $    (8,932.94)  

Referee Stipend ($300 per referee) $    (4,800.00)  

Uber / Lyft / Parking / Car Rental $    (2,705.38)  

Hotel: Marriott Marquis San Francisco $  (14,019.84)  

Trophies & Medals $    (3,040.00)  

Footballs & Sliotars (American Hurling) $    (2,510.00)  

Print/Ship other admin (Team Sheets, Ref Reports, Sub Slips) $       (718.14)  

Registration Expense (wristbands, printer, ink) $    (4,060.50)  

Meals $       (251.30)  

Admin Equipment (Printers, payment terminals) $    (1,373.81)  

Wicked Shamrock $       (564.95)  
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 SUBTOTAL $  (46,902.75) 

   

2024 COUNTY CONVENTION   

Flights $    (9,761.05)  

Hotel $    (7,337.60)  

   

 SUBTOTAL $  (17,098.65) 

2024 FEILE GRANT   

Boston Feile (2 teams) $    (6,430.00)  

Philadelphia Youth (1 team) $    (3,215.00)  

SFYGAA (2 teams) $    (6,430.00)  

   

 SUBTOTAL $  (16,075.00) 

   

2024 WORLD GAMES TRAVEL GRANT & DEPOSIT 
REFUND   

Southeast Division $  (23,101.02)  

Philadelphia Division $       (324.05)  

Heartland Division $    (1,620.25)  

Northwest Division $    (2,564.02)  

Seattle Gaels $       (324.05)  

5   

 SUBTOTAL $  (27,933.39) 

   

2023 DIVISONAL BOARD OPERATING GRANT (2ND 
PAYMENT)   

Central $    (3,827.88)  

Heartland $    (6,137.62)  

Mid-Atlantic $    (2,938.68)  

Midweset $    (5,747.24)  

Northeast $  (10,117.31)  

Northwest $    (2,298.90)  

Philadelphia $    (4,088.13)  

Southeast $    (7,709.98)  

Southwest $    (7,384.66)  

Western $    (4,749.61)  

   

  SUBTOTAL  $  (55,000.01) 
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2024  DIVISONAL BOARD OPERATING GRANT (1ST 
PAYMENT)   

Central $    (3,701.17)  

Heartland $    (5,126.95)  

Mid-Atlantic $    (2,529.30)  

Midwest $    (5,429.69)  

Northeast $    (6,796.88)  

Northwest $    (1,962.89)  

Philadelphia $    (3,164.06)  

Southeast $    (6,367.19)  

Southwest $    (6,767.58)  

Western $    (3,154.30)  

   

 SUBTOTAL $  (45,000.01) 

   

2023 EXPENSES   

2023 USGAA Finals: Referee Flight $       (647.00)  

2023 USGAA Finals: Tolls, Uber $       (171.61)  

2023 Convention: Flight, Meals, Hotel $    (2,599.79)  

2023 Convention: Printing $    (6,838.41)  

2023 Special Congress: Flights $    (1,722.15)  

2023 Special Congress: Croke Park Hotel $       (213.91)  

   

 SUBTOTAL $  (12,192.87) 

   

MISCELLANEOUS   

Referee Travel to SD 7's $    (1,725.11)  

Miscellaneous travel $    (1,506.59)  

Return of NCGAA Grant $    (4,317.00)  

International Telecom $       (492.50)  

All-Ireland Senior Men's Football Championship  $  (16,363.50)  

All-Ireland Senior Hurling Championship  $  (16,270.50)  

   

 SUBTOTAL $(  40,675.20) 

   

 TOTAL EXPENSES   $(614,412.64) 

   

 NET INCOME $20,999.93  
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https://bit.ly/4hwZmpx






https://usgaa.org/calendar/#start_date=2024-01-01




http://bit.ly/3C9ZI5D













































































































































