
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Minutes of 2021 USGAA Annual 
Convention 

 
November 8-10, 2021 

Charlotte, NC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

….. . 
USGAA National Convention 2022 – November 11th-13th 2022 – www.usgaa.org 



 

Friday 12th November 

Welcome words from Bernie 

 

He acknowledged World GAA Chairperson Niall Erskine who is with us from 

Ireland. 

 

Youth Officer report 

Acknowledged his committee 

Thanked the board and sponsorship for the supported programs 

Provided a wrap up of the year acknowledging a number of tournaments 

(Liberty Bell, Chicago Youth & AN Other) held throughout the county and 

their host committees. 

Chicago Hurling and Camogie clinics (name he wo folks) 

Sponsorship: Generous sponsorship received from Masita and other sponsors. 

Paul made the point that Masita is unable to sponsor other USGAA 

clubs/divisions/tournaments because of their commitment to USGAA – but 

hey will assist with preferential rates. 

He spoke about child welfare issues and youth rules and regulations. He 

noted here have been breaches in Ireland and we must adhere to directives 

 

Bernie mentioned Feile and wished the Youth Board a successful meeting on 

Sunday 

 

Proposer: Michael Mowles, Portland Hurling 

Seconded: Brian Christ, Milwaukee 

 

PRO report 

Newsletter 

Leveraged social media platforms to provide national level exposure 

Published Be Ready to Play, USGAA Cup nominees, Sponsor support 

Tournament coverage – went live at various tournaments (games in 

Philadelphia, Boston, and Chicago were covered). Caoimhe noted that 

Chicago weekly screen games. 
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Interview series was a successful. 

 

She referenced our application to be a certified Instagram page. 

Finally, she made some recommendations for the year ahead. 

There were some meetings with Divisional PRO’s but they were not well 

attended. 

 

Bernie explained he importance of the Newsletter in terms of supporting our 

sponsors. He reiterated the importance of the PRO’s reaching out to the 

USGAA PRO. 

 

Proposer: Michael Mowles, Portland Hurling 

Seconder: Tom Regan, Philadelphia 

 

Registrar report 

Tom pointed out the importance of registering by April 30th. While numbers 

looked down when a year-on-year comparison is looked at - the income 

increased given continued registration throughout the year. 

Tom remarked that the number of sanctions had greatly reduced. Increased 

registration of Homegrown players. Lots of opportunity for development with 

a number of clubs that didn’t register (ie. Grand Rapids, Flagstaff). 

Sean Og’s ladies was a particular success along with Trinity Milton – both 

emanating from youth programs. 

 

************* 

Western Division issue was discussed at length 

 

Questions re when did it become known to USGAA Board that Western had 

not paid? Oct 4th 

 

Western registrar was questioned about registration and why… 

 

Registration to be discussed on Saturdays meeting 

 

Will the April 30th date report be published 
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Accusation about former board member falsely entering the registration 

system was retracted. 

 

Steve Shannon Raleigh GAA requested that things be sorted out before 

tomorrow. 

 

4594 members is on a par with 2019 – some divisional numbers are down 

but Tom expects growth in 2022. 

 

Question regarding social membership 

 

Steve Brennan requested registration as of May 1st? 

 

If a player registers and the club doesn’t – what happens to the fee? It is not 

reimbursed. 

 

Steve Shannon: Which report are we approving. The presented report does 

not include the Western Division 

 

Brian Christ: can we guarantee that all of the clubs on the report are 

registered? 

 

************* 

Proposer: John Flood, Philadelphia 

Objections from Milwaukee 

Seconder: Michael Mowles Portland 
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Saturday 13th November 

Bernie opened up with acknowledging those that passed during the year. 

 

Among them were the following: 

 

In Memorium 

• Sean Lyons (Galway Hurling club and NACB) 

 John Newell (Detroit Wolfe Tones, Detroit Pearse’s and St. Annes) 

• Sean Hughes (Young Irelanders) 

• Eamonn Corey (Michael Cusacks SF) 

• Mike Scanlon (Limerick Chicago) 

 

David Flanagan, Charlotte James Connolly’s 

• Welcomed the delegates 

 

Liam Lenihan, Munster Chairperson 

• Sent a message to convention 

• Wished convention well and complimented USGAA on the growth 

within the county 

 

Niall Erskine, World GAA Chairperson 

• Acknowledged the USGAA Committee 

• Thanks local Charlotte members who met him 

• Thanked David Flanagan 

• Mentioned the support that has been provided by Munster and also the 

financial support provided 

• Talked about sustaining our clubs and its importance 

• Operational funding 

• World GAA in place with its own constitution and a representative on Central 

Council 

o World GAA is not a regulatory body 

o 4 Subgroups (Games Development, ????, PR & Communications, 

and Officer Training) have been created populated by the various 

World GAA boards 
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• Acknowledged Aine Gibney who recently vacated her position and has 

now been replaced by Charlie Harrison 

• Commented on Friday evenings presented reports: 

o PR: Vitally important as it informs the DFA on activity and growth 

o Registration: Despite no sanctions, championships went ahead 

• Finally, Niall spoke broadly about World GAA and that he was 

available to help where needed 

 

Adoption of Standing Orders 

Proposed: Keith Knott Akron 

Seconded: Scorr Fry 

 

Minutes of 2020 Convention 

Proposed: Susan Pierce, Indianapolis 

Seconded: Keith Knott, Akron 

 

Continuation of Presentation of Officer Reports 

 

Games Development Officer 

Proposed: Michael Mowles, Portland Hurling 

Seconded: Steve Shannon, Raleigh Cu Chulainn 

 

Referee Development 

Gareth Fitzsimons remarked on the busy year referees had. 

Board had identified a key group of referees who were trained to a high 

level. He acknowledged the work of Paul McCarthy, Dave Slevin, and Hugh 

along with the work by the Divisional Referee co-ordinators. Testimony to the 

work is that we haven’t had to bring referees from Ireland to the playoffs 

since 2012. 

 

Central Council Delegate report 

Mentioned the reports in the media and considered them a personal attack on 

the USGAA board. He pointed to the growth of our finances and our youth 

programs as testimony to this. 

….. . 
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Attended eight Árd Comhairle meetings, and Special Congress. 

Acknowledged Uachtarain Larry McCarthy. 

 

Paddy mentioned: 

o Financial picture is within the GAA 

o 630 clubs in Ireland are now compliant with the child welfare 

o Solid hurling development work being done throughout Ireland 

o Sliotar development 

o Social Media Bullying 

o A hope for greater streaming of our games 

o Allotment of tickets for both All-Irelands was poor 

 

In closing, he thanked those involved in the 2021 USGAA Playoffs 

Bertie Penny – the Western Division was denied due process and felt they had 

to go to Social Media. 

 

Bernie remarked that All-Ireland tickets were sparse. Expectation for the future 

is that our allocation will grow in the future. 

 

Registrar report 

Reiterated that while numbers were down on April 30th – they have now risen 

over the course of the year to almost 5,000. Unfortunately, registered club 

numbers are down this year (Western Division is partly the reason). 

 

Mike Nash: While 11 clubs are unregistered, there are still 304 member 

registered. Not offered any appeal, why not? 

 

Tom Lagan: System is set up as a player led registration system. Process broke 

down from the western division side with their registers not registering the 

clubs. 

 

Mike Nash: Honest error. Why has their registration been retracted? 

…. 
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Bernie: 11 clubs in SF registered on October 25th. Played games all Summer 

with unregistered, uninsured clubs. Put USGAA and Treasurer Island in a 

potentially difficult situation. 

 

Paul Keane, St. Josephs: Did SF players pay registration? (BC: Yes), Why if 

they registered were they not covered by insurance (BC: Because the clubs 

were not registered). Are there other clubs that hadn’t paid their registration 

by that date (TL: Yes). 

 

Aisling Doherty (Fog City Harps): Will there be a system change in the future 

to ensure that players cannot register until club has? BC: Yes, we need to do 

this. 

 

John McDaid (Delco Gaels): Why is he not a member given his positions? You 

have to be registered on the USGAA system. 

 

Tracey Rivera: Remarked re the $100 

 

Proposer: Michael Mowles, Portland Fenians 

Seconder: Frankie Moloney, Worcester 

 

Guest Presenter 

UPMC Presentation – Dr. Nate Kegel 

Dr. Nathan Kegel, PhD, of UPMC Sports Medicine Concussion Program, is a 

neuropsychologist specializing in the assessment and management of 

concussions sustained while playing a sport or due to other injury. 

He also serves as the Fellowship Director of UPMC’s Concussion Program. 

UPMC have developed a concussion protocol with Croke Park and we are 

delighted to have Dr. Kegel with us today. 
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Dr. Kegel discussed: 

o Signs of Concussion 

o Symptoms of Concussion 

o Concussion profile 

o Recovery from Concussion 

o ImPACT (immediate post-concussion test) 

o Frequency of symptom occurrence 

o Role of risk factors in Concussion Recovery 

 

Susan Pearce: Requested follow-up information 

Baseline testing is a valuable tool 

 

Tracey Rivera: Can we get info to our coaches and referees? (JY: Yes) 

 

Steve Shannon: Have there been equipment standards set? 

 

Niall Erskine: Helmets are standardized in Ireland 

 

Dave Olson: Is there a link to on-field protocols 

 

JY: Action item – go to Janice (sp?) 

 

Presentation of Officer Reports (cont’d) 

 

Treasurers report 

o 5-year deal with Masita worth over $180,000 (?) 

o Tom described it as bounce-back year 

o $190,000 in support from Croke Park (operating grant to 

Divisions – 1 earlier in the year, $50,000 upcoming) 

o 501ciii group exemption (15 of our clubs, divisions, and youth board now 

fall under this banner) – guidance was provided Barry: Western: Request for 

clarification on the Stack sports registration amount (TW: Issue with 

Philadelphia payment) J Simpson: question re. funds to Philly board. 

….. . 
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P McCarthy: Question re youth escrow lump sum 

 

Nick Miramontes: question re Butte Montana tournament 

 

Steve Shannon: Where are the footballs and sliotars that we distribute at 

playoffs? They were distributed at playoffs 

 

Paul Keane: Did the policy expense include the credit and discount (TW: Yes) 

 

Tracey Rivera: Umbrella yes or no? (TW: No – but will confirm) 

 

M Nash: What is the status of the Western $6,000 fine? The fines were 

dropped from the playoffs 

 

Tracey Rivera: What about Boston? (the new board will address that) 

Thanks to Niall for the $20k + $5k 

 

Proposer: Tom 

Seconded: Keith 

 

Secretary report 

Questions were asked re website and sponsorship 

 

Proposer: Susan Pierce 

Seconder: Scott Fry 

 

Old Business 

o Paul McCarthy: Official Guide & Disciplinary Process 

o Tracey Rivera: Co-ed question 

o Paul Keane: Motion 1 and 2, moving forward 

….. . 

Club of the Year 

Worcester Fenians 

 

 

 

USGAA National Convention 2022 – November 11th-13th 2022 – www.usgaa.org 



Chairman’s address 

• Acknowledged that it was an exciting year 

• Virtual congress 

• 1st overseas President elected 

• Commented on Secretary position and replacement 

• Return to Play was the most important thing (MS Teams meetings with 

each Division) 

• Debriefed the Western situation 

• 90 teams submitted entries for the playoffs 

• Munster coaching weekends 

• Wished Aine Gibney well upon her departure from Croke Park and 

welcomed Charlie Harrison 

• Thanked our sponsors 

• Thanked Honorary Chair Mike O’Connor for his 2 years of service 

 

Election chairperson: Tommy Dolan 

Election secretary: Niall Erskine 

 

Motions 

Motion 1: Withdrawn 

Motion 2: Passed 

Motion 3: Fails (125 for v 68 against – didn’t reach 60%) 

Motion 4: Withdrawn 

Motion 5: Withdrawn 

Motion 6: Defeated 

Motion 7: Defeated 

Motion 8: Passed 

“Division” changed to “City” on Regulations 

Motion 9: Passes 

Motion 10: Withdrawn 

Motion 11: Defeated 

Motion 12: Defeated 

Motion 13: Defeated (71for v 121 against) 

Motion 14: Withdrawn 

Motion 15: Withdrawn 
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Motion 16: Passed 

 

Motion 17: Defeated 

Motion 18: Passed 

Motion 19: Withdraw 

Motion 20: Passed 

Motion 21: Passed 

Motion 22: Withdrawn 

Motion 23: Withdrawn 

Motion 24: Withdrawn 
 

2022 Election of Officers 

Election chairman Tommy Dolan addressed the delegates and talked about 

the work board members undertake and how no matter what our differences 

are we row in the same direction. 

….. . 

The following USGAA Officers were elected for 2022 

Chairperson Bernie Connaughton 

Vice Chairperson Paul Keane 

Secretary Liam Moloney 

Treasurer Tom Walsh 

PRO Caoimhe Butler 

Registrar Tom Lagan 

Youth Officer Paul Mulcaire 

Central Council Del Paddy McDevitt 

New Business 

The new Board was then seated. 
 

Bernie thanked John Young and Rob Tierney for their work on behalf of 

USGAA. 

Brian Christ thanked the Board for removing the fines for playoffs. 

Tracey Rivera asked a question on playoffs in Southwest, Southwest Board or 

Denver to host? 
 

Convention 2022 awarded to Chicago. 
 

Meeting adjourned. 
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