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Minutes of 2022 USGAA Annual Convention 
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Gaelic Park, Chicago. 
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Friday 11th November 
Bernie Connaughton welcomed delegates to the Friday night portion of 
the Convention. Bernie thanked Chicago for hosting the convention and 
also noted an outstanding job on Hosting the USGAA playoffs and CYC. 
 

Youth Officer Report:  Paul Mulcaire 
Paul offered condolences to Barry Hunt on the loss of his wife. 
Paul thanked the board and volunteers. 
Stated there is a need for an online registration system, envisioned 
this for early April/May 2023. 
Background checks were done on 350 plus coaches.  
Stated the return of the CYC was very important. He thanked Colm 
Egan for CYC U7’s.  
San Francisco, NE and Philadelphia sent teams to the Feile.  
Bernie Connaughton congratulated the NE Feile Team on their win. 

 

Motion to adopt: 
Proposer:  Michael Mowles, Portland 
Seconded:  Symonne Fitzsimons, Central 

 

PRO Report:  Caoimhe Butler 
Four areas of focus:  Newsletter, Tournaments, Social Media, Tik Tok 
Training for PRO’s 
Chicago GAA did well with livestream. 
Continued push for social media engagement in 2023. 
Colm Egan asked if there was a capacity limit for PRO training and 
Caoimhe stated there was not. 
Frankie Moloney stated he didn’t get any information on PRO training, 
Caoimhe stated that should be addressed with his divisional PRO. 
Bernie Connaughton noted the PRO meetings were poorly attended, 
and there needs to be a push for the Divisional PRO’s to attend. 
 

Proposer:  John Young, Pittsburgh 
Seconded:  Frankie Moloney, NE Fenians 
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Registrar Report:  Tom Lagan 
Tom thanked all divisional and club registrars.  This is Tom’s final 
report of his 5-year term. 
Eoghan Geoghegan LA questioned what percentage of resident 
players are homegrown. 
Bernie Connaughton stressed the importance of registering all 
players for tournaments and games. 
Bernie thanked Tom for his 5 years on the board. 
Niall Erskine stated the World GAA are trying for an international 
recording system. 
Bernie Connaughton stated we need to work to improve the $100 club 
fee aspect in the portal. 

 
Old Business: 
Sharon Brady thanked Caoimhe Butler for her help with social media for 
camogie. 
Bernie Connaughton said it should be a goal for all 10 Divisions to have a 
development committee.  He stated sanctions were down 10% which is 
going in the right direction. 
Eoghan Geoghegan stated that he met the LA Hurling Club Chair who was 
not aware of grants. 
Susan Pierce stated for USGAA Finals there needs to be an Emergency 
Management Plan. 
Bernie Connaughton stated going forward USGAA and Host Division will 
share that responsibility 
 
Meeting Adjourned 
 

Saturday 12th November 
 

Registration of club delegates took place from 8:00am 
Bernie Connaughton welcomed everyone to convention 
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In Memoriam 
● Brian Mullan 
● Berry McGrath 
● Gary O’Reilly 
● Nicole Killigrew 
● Mary Beth Bergum 
● John Bridges Sr 
● Martin Mulcaire 

 
Ger Doherty, Vice Chairman Central 

● Welcomed delegates to Gaelic Park 
 
Niall Erskine 

● Welcomed everyone on behalf of World GAA 
 
Kieran Leddy 

● Welcomed everyone on behalf of Munster GAA 
 
Adopt Standing Orders 

Proposed:  John Young 
Seconded:  Rory O’Donnell 
 

Adopt Minutes of 2021 Convention 
Proposed:  Rory O’Donnell 
Seconded:  Rob Tierney 

 
Continuation of Presentation of Officer Reports 
 
Central Council Delegate Report:  Paddy McDevitt 

Rules Advisory are working to update the Official Guide. 
Finance is recovering from the pandemic. 
USGAA team for Junior All Ireland was explored. 
GAA donated $100K to Red Cross 
GAA working on programs to promote substance abuse awareness and 
mental health. 
World GAA working on constitution. 
Paddy thanked Niall Erskine 
Colm Egan thanked Paddy for his 5 years and asked to support even-ages 
in juvenile.  
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Games Development Report:  Rob Tierney 

Thanked the development groups.  Stated help and advice are available 
from both Rob and Colm with the game’s development funds. 
Rob thanked all the games development committees. 

 
Proposed:  Michael Mowles 
Seconded:  Susan Pierce 

 
Registrar (follow up):  Tom Lagan 

Thanked all who helped, 6000 players and social members approximately 
were registered 
 
Proposed:  Mike Mowles 
Seconded:  Rory O’Donnell 

 
Treasurers Report:  Tom Walsh 

Eoghan Geoghegan asked if the USGAA was actively looking for new 
sponsors, Tom stated they were. 
He also asked if  the USGAA is pursuing grants, Tom stated we are working 
on relationship building. 
Vincent Beach, Cleveland asked for a UPMC sponsorship update, Tom 
stated it would be ongoing from 2021. 
Eoghan Geoghegan asked do we budgets for specifics, Tom stated yes. 
Mike Mowles asked about the cause for some club's exit from 501C3 group 
exemption, Tom stated he would have a call to discuss specifics. 
Vincent Beach asked about the youth distribution allocation.  Tom stated 
the registration report is with Youth Officer and money is pro-rated to youth 
clubs. 
Eoghan Geoghegan asked about total assets of USGAA and investment, 
Tom stated we will be looking at options but cautious investment and 
maintenance of a rainy-day fund. 
Rory O’Donnell had a question on 501C3, Tom stated the onus is on the 
club to ensure annual requirements are met. 
Bernie Connaughton stated we have a healthy treasury. 

 
Adopt Treasurer’s Report: 
Proposed:  Rob Tierney 
Seconded:  Mike Mowles 
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Secretary Report:  Liam Moloney 

Adopt as presented: 
Proposed:  Keith Knott 
Seconded:  Mike Mowles 

 
Club of the Year 

Delco Gaels (Bernie noted Liam Hegarty would be very proud) 
 
 
Other Business: 

Peter Murray thanked Paddy McDevitt and Tom Lagan 
Tim Flanagan spoke about a Gofundme for the children of Mary Beth 
Bergum who was tragically murdered in Buffalo. 
 
Damon Margolis (Cleveland): Playoffs  Wristbands on Presale? 
Eamonn Ryan (Denver): There will be up Update 
 

Chairman’s Address 
Bernie Connaughton thanked Chicago Gaelic Park, Munster GAA, Croke 
Park, Niall Erskine, Charlie Harrison, Martin Coleman. 
Full Time Admin position would be a target for 2023. 
Divisional Boards and Clubs: Goal for 2023 for a development group in each 
division. 
Bernie thanked the committee members, LGFA and Camogie, sponsors. 
Tournaments: over 40 approved by USGAA. 
Bernie Thanked Paddy McDevitt for 10 years and Tom Lagan for 5 years’ 
service. 
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ROLL CALL FOR VOTING 
 
Delegate numbers/voting strength were recorded as follows: 
 
Midwest:  44 
Heartland:  33 
Northeast:  47 
Northwest:  18 
Philadelphia: 27 
Southeast:  14 

Southwest:   24 
West:   29 
Central:   25 
Mid-Atlantic:  06 
 
USGAA Officers: 08 

 
TOTAL  275 
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Presentation of Motions: 
The following was the result of voting on Motions: 
 

1. Passed Show of Hands 
 

2. Out of Order 
 

3. Passed 113-103 
 

4. Failed  118-138 
 

5. Passed Show of Hands 
 

6. Withdrawn 
 

7. Passed 129-118 
 

8. Failed Show of Hands 
 

9. Out of Order 
 

10. Passed Show of Hands 
 

11. Failed 113-141 
 

12. Passed Show of Hands 
 

13. Withdrawn 
 

14. Withdrawn 
 

15. Withdrawn 
 

16. Withdrawn 
 

17. Withdrawn 
 

18. Withdrawn 
 

19. Out of Order 
 

20. Withdrawn 

 

21. Passed Show of Hands 
 

22. Passed Show of Hands 
 

23. Withdrawn 
 

24. Withdrawn 
 

25. Passed Show of Hands 
 

26. Withdrawn 
 

27. Failed Show of Hands 
 

28. Failed Show of Hands 
 

29. Withdrawn 
 

30. Passed Show of Hands 
 

31. Passed Show of Hands 
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 

Tom Dolan was proposed as Convention Chair 
Niall Erskine was proposed as Convention Secretary 
Both accepted 

 
2023 USGAA Officers were returned as follows: 
 

Chairperson:  Bernie Connaugton Shannon Blues  
 
Vice-Chair:  Paul Keane St Joseph's def  John Young Pittsburgh 
Celtics 
 
Secretary:   Liam Moloney Sean Treacys 
 
Treasurer:   Tom Walsh Denver Gaels 
 
Registrar:  Susan Pierce Indianapolis def Lizzie O’Connor 

Michael Cusacks 
 
PRO:  Caoimhe Butler Young Irelands def Stephen 

Feeney Padraig Pearses 
 
Youth Officer:  Gareth Fitzsimons Parnells def John McDaid Delco 

Gaels 
 
Central Council Delegate:  Gerard Dillon Delco Gaels def Paul 

Mulcaire Buffalo Na Fianna 
 
Honorary President: Malachy Higgins was ratified as 

Honorary President. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 

The new Board Officers took their seats and Bernie welcomed all and 
commiserated with those who were unsuccessful. 
 
Bernie Connaughton thanked Chicago Gaelic Park for the facility and 
food. 
Bernie noted we would pursue entry to the All-Ireland Junior Football 
Competition in 2024. 
USGAA would also seek funding for a Full time Administrator and 
thanked Martin Coleman for bringing this item before GAA Management 
Committee. 
2023 Convention was awarded to San Francisco on a show of hands. 
World Games Info would be forthcoming in 2023 
Youth Meeting would take place in CGP on Sunday 900am - 100pm. 
Bernie once again thanked all for attending and wished a safe journey 
home. 
 
Meeting Adjourned. 

 

 


