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Friday 10
th
 November: 

Bernie Connaughton welcomed delegates to the Friday night portion of  

convention and wished the best to all for convention. 

 

Central Council Delegate:  Ger Dillon 

Thanks to Niall Erskine and Paddy McDevitt 

Bernie Connaughton also thanked Ger Dillon 

 

Motion to Adopt: 

Proposer:  John Young, Pittsburgh 

Seconded:  Keith Knott 

 

PRO:  Caoimhe Butler 

Her focus was on the following: 

Newsletter:  this was a challenge during the off season 

Social Media:  needs to expand reach. 

Branding:  PR workgroups are needed 

Tournaments:  Focus on regional 

  Goal for 2024 is to expand reach/World GAA NC/M. Quigg 

Bernie Connaughton stated there was great feedback on TG4 

Documentary 

Focused on Homegrown cornerstone. 

Thanks to Munster PR team for all help in 2023 

 

Motion to Adopt: 

Proposer:  Eamonn Kelly, Boston 

Seconded:  Barry Colton, Philadelphia 
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Registrar:  Susan Pierce 

Susan thanked the board members and registrars. 

Data exceeded pre-Covid numbers. 

A new Registration system would be replacing StackSports 

  Questions: Ryan Finn asked will new registration be live for Tampa in  

January 

Susan stated that it would be. More will be discussed on Saturday.  

 

Motion to Adopt: 

Proposed:  Barry Colton, Philadelphia 

Seconded:  Seamus Collins, San Francisco 

 

Saturday 11
th
 November 

Welcome Addresses 

Bertie Penny Western Divisional Board Chairperson 

Tim Murphy Muster Vice Chairperson 

Consul General San Francisco Micheal Smith 

 

Bernie Connaughton welcomed all, and noted Paddy McDevitt and  

Malachy Higgins on 10 years’ service each. 

Bernie noted it was another year for expansions notably Cayman  

Islands and Mexico City LSP 

 

Bernie acknowledged all those bereaved in 2023. 

 

Liam Moloney: motion to adopt standing orders: 

Proposed:  Keith Knott 

Seconded:  Kevin McDonald 

 

Motion to Adopt: 

Proposed:  Tim Flanagan, Buffalo 

Seconded:  Tom Regan, Philadelphia 

 



USGAA National Convention 2023 – November 10th-12th 2023 – www.usgaa.org 
 
4 

Youth Officer:  Gareth Fitzsimons 

Goal to maximize participation. 

Support isolated clubs. 

Review Tournaments 

Reinforce CYC 

 

Gareth thanked Josephine Regan and Brian Rodgers for their time on  

the youth board. 

 

Motion to Adopt: 

Proposed:  Annie Redmond, Chicago 

Seconded:  Peter Murray, Boston 

 

Games Development:  Rob Tierney 

Rob acknowledged the 4 GDA’s, stated Aishling Kerry was moving on  

from the position in Boston. 

Rob thanked the coded development groups, Niall Erskine, Tim Murphy,  

and Bernie 

 

Questions: 

PM McDaid asked will the N.E. Division be consulted for the GDA hire? 

Rob stated yes 

 

Bernie Connaughton thanked Rob for 7 years’ service as GDO and  

congratulated him as the newly appointed full time Head of Operations  

and Games Development 

 

Motion to Adopt: 

Proposed:  Keith Knott 

Seconded:  Dina Canlas, Southeast 
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All Ireland Junior Men’s Team:  John Young 

Question:  Eamonn Gormley asked about the logo and branding for the  

team 

 

Bernie Connaughton thanked John Young, the steering committee and  

management.  Stated that funding will be raised externally. 

 

Treasurer:  Tom Walsh 

Tom stated we had a strong year.  Tom thanked Niall Erskine, Tim  

Murphy, Munster Council and Bernie. 

Tom walked through the financial holdings. 

There were no questions. 

 

Bernie Connaughton thanked Tom, stated the accounts were moved to  

Colorado as there is a higher ceiling for audits.  Stated we have a  

strong financial footing now. 

 

Motion to Adopt: 

Proposed:  Pat Doab, Austin 

Seconded:  Rory O’Donnell, Boston 

 

Secretary:  Liam Moloney 

Questions:   

V Beach had a query on GAAGO discount codes. 

Paddy McDevitt asked about sanction insurance. 

Niall Erskine said he was confident a resolution could be found. 

Tracy Rivera suggested consulting USGAA insurance carrier on now  

having full time staff. 

 

Motion to Adopt: 

Proposed:  Tim Flanagan, Buffalo 

Seconded:  Dina Canlas, Southwest 
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Chairman:  Bernie Connaughton 

Bernie thanked our partners: 

Munster Council 

Niall Erskine with 6 years 

Bernie thanked out sponsors: 

Fenagh, UPMC, Masita 

 

Bernie congratulated the playoff organizers Denver and the Southwest  

Division.   

Stated it was an historic year with the Cayman Islands and Mexico LSP  

coming on board.  Also, the addition of the All-Ireland Junior entry, the  

trials weekend was successful.  Bernie thanked Chicago, Gaelic Park  

and the Steering and Management Committee. 

 

Bernie congratulated Rob on the full-time admin assistant role, stated  

there were 54 applicants.  Bernie stated there may be more full-time  

positions to come.  He thanked the GDA’s and development code  

groups.  As well as all who make us a success, clubs, divisions, and  

board officers. 

 

Bernie enjoyed his 10 years on the board. 

Paul Keane and Niall Erskine made a presentation to Bernie. 

Peter Murray thanked Bernie on behalf of Boston. 

 

World GAA:  Niall Erskine 

Niall stated this was his final year.  He has been an advocate for  

USGAA and Overseas.  Niall acknowledged Bernie Connaughton and  

DFA for their work.  Niall thanked the world games teams, and all the  

USGAA teams at the World Games. 

 

Niall had 2 terms in office, and it was a pleasure.  He wished the  

USGAA, and the All-Ireland Junior Team well.   
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Club of the Year:  Denver Gaels 

Masita:  CEO Des Smith addressed the clubs via link. 

 

Roll call for voting 

Delegate numbers/voting strength were recorded as follows: 

 

Midwest:  37 

Heartland:  26 

Northeast:  51 

Northwest:  20 

Philadelphia: 31 

Southeast:  30 

Southwest:   35 

Western:   31 

Central:   27 

Mid-Atlantic:  12 

USGAA Officers:  08 

 

TOTAL  318 
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Presentation of Motions 

David Joyce: presented Bye Laws & Regulations proposed tidy up (approved -  show of 

hands.) 

The following was the result of voting on Motions: 

1. Defeated 

 

2. Defeated 

 

3. Withdrawn 

 

4. Withdrawn 

 

5. Failed 

 

6. Passed 

 

7. Withdrawn 

 

8. Withdrawn ( 

 

9. Defeated 

 

10. Failed 

 

11. Passed 

 

12. Passed 

 

13. Withdrawn 

 

14. Withdrawn 

 

15. Withdrawn 

 

16. Withdrawn 

17. Withdrawn 

 

18. Passed 

 

19. Passed 

 

20. Passed 

 

21. Withdrawn 

 

22. Withdrawn 

23. Withdrawn 

 

24. Withdrawn 

 

25. Defeated 

 

26. Defeated 

 

27. Defeated 

 

28. Passed 

 

29. Passed 

 

30. Withdrawn 

 

31. Withdrawn 

 

32. Passed 

 

33. Passed 

   



USGAA National Convention 2023 – November 10th-12th 2023 – www.usgaa.org 
 

9 

Election of Officers 

Chairperson:  Paul Keane defeated John Young 

 

Vice Chairperson:  Peter Murray 

 

Secretary:  Liam Moloney 

 

Treasurer:  Tom Walsh 

 

Registrar:  Susan Pierce 

 

Pro:  Mary Redmond defeated Caoimhe Butler/Tracy Berliant 

 

Youth Officer:  Gareth Fitzsimons 

 

Central Council Delegate:  Ger Dillon 

 

New Business 

New board was seated. 

Paul Keane thanked Niall Erskine and Tim Murphy and the tellers. 

Paul congratulated the new officer, Peter, and Mary. 

Paul thanked Berne and Caoimhe and commiserated with John Young. 

 

Honorary President:  Pat Uniacke 

 

2024 Convention:  Charleston 

 

2024 Playoffs:  Seamus Collins spoke on behalf of Western Host 

Committee 

 

All Ireland Junior Team:  will need a buy-in from all 10 divisions. 

 

Meeting Adjourned 

 


