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Minutes of 2024 USGAA Annual Convention

November 8-10, 2024
Charleston, SC.
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Friday 8" November:

Paul Keane welcomed everyone including Tim Murphy Munster (Vice
Chairperson) and Brian Molloy (Camogie President).

Youth Report - Gareth Fitzsimons:
Gareth Fitzsimons welcomed Brian and Tim, thanked his youth
board officers for the year
Registration: 1350 kids
Start Ups: Stalling after initial efforts
2024 effort to hold more tournaments, tackle more games for

isolated units

CYC was a great success

5 teams traveled to the Feile in Ireland
Congratulated the USGAA County team

Questions
K. Farrelly: Did the youth board reach out to clubs on low
numbers
Gareth Fitzsimons: DC registered 50+ last year and this year O.
We need to do better to get all registered

Kevin Faherty: Clubs having problems with registration system
Gareth: Players are still being added

Paddy McDevitt thanked the Boston CYC Committee, Sharon
O’Brien, Ellen Joyce, and Bernie Connaughton

Paul Keane: Complimented Youth Board and Divisions

Motion to adopt report
Proposed: Caoimhe Butler, Seconded: John Young
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PRO Report - Mary Redmond

Lots of growth with social media, there will be a new Youtube channel
Newsletter: Open rate +60%

Tournaments: Youtube SHC

Camogie 120 years

Junior Team

LGFA 50: Celebrated across the country, Merit award at USGAA finals
Mary commented on Live Streaming games recommended more units try

Questions:

Deirdre Scully (Houston): Is there a Strategy to represent all US area?
No PRO functional in SW Division.

Caoimhe Butler thanked Mary

Motion to adopt report:
Proposed: Caoimhe Butler, Seconded: Paddy McDevitt

Marketing Presentation - Michael Schaefer
Outlined support provided to three tournaments

Outlined the new Marketing Campaign “Lets Play”

Questions/Comments:

Damon (Cleveland) asked about accessing resources

Paddy McDevitt: Thanked Andretta and Michael but felt there was
nothing there to help the NE division

DC: Will a Return on Investment be tracked?

Andretta Erickson: Increased traffic and attendance

Bernie Connaughton inquired as to how clubs picked for
tournament supporté
Paul Keane explained that ROl was looked at for tournaments

Caoimhe Butler remarked it was a good venture

Paul Keane pointed out that it was a good investment

Other business: None
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Saturday November 9", 2024
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Registration of delegates

Welcome Address:
Paul Keane welcomed delegates
Johnny Ryan (Munster Referee Development)
Tim Murphy (Munster Vice Chairperson)
Brian Molloy (Camogie President)

Liam Moloney: motion to adopt standing orders
Proposed: Keith Knott, Seconded: Tom Regan

Paul Keane thanked Tim and Brian, as well as Charleston and delegates

2023 minutes:

Motion to adopt:
Proposed: Jimmy Simpson, Seconded: Keith Knott

Central Council Report - Ger Dillon

Paul Keane acknowledged the work of Ger and Paddy

Motion to adopt: Proposed: Caoimhe Butler, Seconded: Tom Regan
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All Ireland Junior Football - John Young
2025 Quarter Final will be in NY

Questions:
Eamon Gormley: Remarkable achievement, but questioned why
the logo was not USGAA, there should be consistency in branding

Greg Lundy: after the championship were the players polled?
John Young: No

Greg Lundy: perhaps will be entertained next year, and there
should be no county board officers at camps. Communication
needs to be better

Bernie Connaughton: congratulated all involved, fundraising was
exceptional, questioned divisional teams at playoffs

Paul Keane: USGAA preference to play in AIJQF vs NY in USA.

Kevin Bell Repatriation Trust honorable to add them in recognition
of their work

Motion to adopt report:
Proposed: Tom Regan, Seconded: Caoimhe Butler

Games Development Report: Ger Dillon & Rob Tierney
Ger acknowledged code group leaders, thanked committee & Rob

Rob gave overview of development & GDA program

Thanked workgroups, Ciara Trainor stepping down
Thanked retiring GDA's
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Grants: GGDF new club grants

New clubs on-boarded

Need coach tutor course Q1 of 2025

3 more Munster coaching weekends

Acknowledged Munster, World GAA, LGFA, Camogie and DFA,

Divisional Development people

Questions:

Paddy McDevitt thanks Rob for help with new GDA in Boston
Development committee should have input in appointment
Rob said advertising now hopefully January 1

Ronan Kelly (DC Gaels) question on why GGDF 8 declined.
Rob stated not meeting criteria

Taylor Jensen (Denver): Growing women’s games
Ger Dillon stated Division that don’t have GDA aspire to get one

Motion to adopt:
Proposed: Jimmy Simpson, Seconded: Mary Kate O’NEeill:

Paul Keane thanked Rob, survey to review GDA program huge
opportunity for support

Referee Report - Paul McCarthy (not able to attend convention)

Paul thanks Paul McCarthy, Admins and referees

Paddy McDevitt thanked Paul McCarthy, Munster, Johnny Ryan
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Bernie Connaughton spoke on special congress and new rules
Paul Keane stated they will poll clubs and discuss in new business

Questions:
Pittsburgh GAA asked if there would be a new rules roadmap?
Paul Keane stated yes there would be

Motion to adopt report:
Proposed: Keith Knott, Seconded: Tom Lagan

Registration: Susan Pierce
Milestones in 2024, new system + 3000 registered in 26 days
Thanked 10 divisional registrars and club secretary’s

Stated weekly office hours will be in place
Membership is overall down but cleaner process, dual players
registered and cleaned up

Question from Mary Kate: Status of registration for Mothers and others?
Susan said she is working on it

Cory Johnson (Milwaukee) asked about more reporting at club level
Sharon asked about a link for office hours

Taylor Jensen (Denver Gaels) asked about new growth, analyze

what has worked?

Motion to adopt report:
Proposed: Keith Knott, Seconded: Anthony Daly
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Treasurer Report: Tom Walsh
Overview of income and expenses

$100k in operating grants
$30k interest revenue on cash reserves
$260k in grants = $100k GDA

Tom recognized his Finance Committee

Questions:

Vincent Beach asked about UPMC sponsorship

Tom stated not level of financial but logistics, provided physio at
AIJFC Semi Final

Andretta Erickson asked if it was possible to get equipment for 3
days at the finals, (sliotars, footballs)

Paddy McDevitt congratulated Tom on his report, asked about 2
sponsors and $20k for marketing campaign

Bernie Connaughton congratulated Tom on his report and asked
about the following sponsors:

o UPMC

o GAAGO

o Guinness
Eamonn Gormley stated marketing is appropriate

John Young stated they would get input moving forward, measure
ROI before further spending.

Rory O’Donnell asked how many 501ciii clubs are there under
USGAA Umbrella?

Tom stated 10
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Lee Martin (Syracuse) asked about timeline
Tom stated in the spring

Mark (LA Cougars) asked about $13k for trials

Nicole Gordon (Atlanta) asked about 501¢3 info

Caoimhe Butler asked about marketing, who selected the tournaments

that the money was given to

Jenn D’Augustine (Richmond) stated there needs to be more awareness

of Grants.

Taylor Jensen stated clubs need to be encouraged to explore
fundraising/grants opportunities

Sharon O’Brien stated the Camogie want a junior B team to Ireland in

2025

Eamonn Kelly thanked for the support of the Junior County Team

Motion to adopt report:
Proposed: Tom Regan, Seconded: John Young

Club of the Year: Mary Redmond
St. Brigids, Chicago

Honorary Chairperson
Pat Uniacke thanked everyone for his year as Honorary Chair
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Bernie Connaughton thanked everyone on behalf of CYC

Paul Keane thanked Rob Tierney, Bernie Connaughton, Pat Uniacke and
Peter Murray

Bereaved

A moment of silence was observed for bereaved members and friends,
among them:

CENTRAL: Michael Sheeran, Josephine Regan, Joe Begley, Margaret
Barry, Debra Grealish, Mary Ann Scanlon, Peggy Treacy, Mary Jo
Cronin, Joann Dwyer, Tim Kelly, Breda Mitchell, Mary Dahlke, Pete
O’Hagan, Tom Burke, Billy Lawless, Paddy Gibbons, Hugh Gilgun,
Annie Barker, Margaret Malone, Maureen Markley, Alex McGrath,
Patrick Fitzgerald

HEARTLAND: Micah Eriksen, Janet Olson
PHILADELPHIA: Joe McGinn, Willie Rooney

MIDWEST: Michael Hayes, Patrick Taylor, Eileen Flanagan, Charles
Priori, Thomas Weir

WESTERN: Mike Moriarty, Matt Shaw, John Paul O'Mahoney

Strategic Review Workgroup:

David Joyce presented the conclusions and recommendations of the
Strategic Review Workgroup:
*= Home grown rule addressed
» Grading also needs a thorough review
= 60% completion of survey
18
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Eamonn Gormley asked about other sports numeric volume

Steve Shannon asked about residency definition

Paul Keane stated 45 motions in 3 years on Home grown/residency
Little Rock: Military players

Kevin F Cayman Island: enforcement

John Young: Made the point that 15% dis-satisfied meant 85% are happy

USGAA National Convention 2025 — November 7"-9'" 2025 - www.usgaa.org 19
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Roll Call:

Centrol 26

Ca

o e Philadelphia: 26
e Heartland: 10 e Southeast: 38
¢ Mid Atlantic: 12 e Southwest: 16
e Midwest: 40 e Western: 20
e Northeast: 46 e USGAA: _ 8
e Northwest: 4 o Total votes: 246
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Presentation of Motions:

The following was the result of voting on Motions:

Motion 1:
Motion 2:
Motion 3:
Motion 4:
Motion 5:
Motion é:
Motion 7:
Motion 8:
Motion 9:

Motion 10:
Motion 11:
Motion 12:
Motion 13:
Motion 14:
Motion 15:
Motion 16:
Motion 17:
Motion 18:
Motion 19:
Motion 20:
Motion 21:
Motion 22:
Motion 23:

passed
passed
passed
passed
defeated
withdrawn
defeated
passed
passed
passed
passed
withdrawn
passed
passed
withdrawn
withdrawn
withdrawn
withdrawn
defeated
defeated
defeated
defeated
withdrawn

Motion 24:
Motion 25:
Motion 26:
Motion 27:
Motion 28:
Motion 29:
Motion 30:
Motion 31:
Motion 32:
Motion 33:
Motion 34:
Motion 35:
Motion 36:
Motion 37:
Motion 38:
Motion 39:
Motion 40:
Motion 41:
Motion 42:
Motion 43:
Motion 44:
Motion 45:
Motion 46:

defeated
out of order
withdrawn
passed
withdrawn
passed
withdrawn
withdrawn
withdrawn
passed
passed
withdrawn
passed
defeated
passed
passed
passed
passed
passed
passed
passed
passed
passed
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Election of Officers:
Election Chair & Secretary were voted: Tim Murphy and Brian Molloy

All outgoing Officers and CC Delegate were returned unopposed.

Paddy Rooney Honorary President

New Business:
Football Rules will be changing Post Special Congress

2025 Convention:
Michael Schafer proposed Austin

Noah Fitzpatrick proposed Nashville
2025 Convention will be held in Nashville

Adjourn Convention motion:
Proposed: Jimmy Simpson, Seconded: Steve Shannon

Meeting Adjourned
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